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A SEVENTH Yolnme of the Sw^ex uirchaologieal CoUections was added to 
our library shelves in Febroaiy 1855, and the Eighth is so far advanced that 
it may be confidently expected in February 1856. 

Although the general interest excited by the objects of the Society has 
swollen the number of its Members, so that no considerable increase can be 
expected, — and we have also to lament the loss of some members of distin- 
guished eminence, — ^yet thirty-five new names have been added during the 
year, and the total number now amounts to 676 members. 

We may trace in many directions an increasing anxiety to respect and 
preserve the antiquities of the County, as has been notably the case in some 
recent discoveries. A monumental brass has been lately exposed, which had 
been concealed under the floor of Ticehurst Church, representing a knight and 
his two wives. As the costume of the knight appears to be that of a century 
earlier than his death, in 1490, it seems to prove that there were, in that 
remote period, persons not scrupulous in appropriating to their deceased friend 
the effi^ of some forgotten predecessor. A remarkable piscina, of early date, 
has been also lately extricated from the chancel wall of East Hothly Church, 
in which it had been immured. Notices of both these objects will be found 
in the Eighth Volume. A large deposit of many hundred Eoman coins has 
been accidentally dug up near Storrington. Another circumstance of great 
interest lately occurred, when a sale by auction was made of the site of Lewes 
Priory, by which the ruins ran the risk of total destruction. Fortunately, 
however, the purchaser was Mr. John Blaker, a gentleman peculiarly well 
adapted, by his active and disinterested zeal, to be the guardian of such a 
site, and, in the short period since his possession, he has made extensive 
excavations among the rude heaps, and cleared much of the encumbrances 
from the masonry. At a time when so many churches and ancient buildings 
are in the hands of restorers, this forms an honourable example to others in 
similar positions. 

The General Annual Meeting was held at Horsham, on July 12, 1855 ; 
and on this occasion the many members and their friends who assembled, 
profited materially by the prompt kindness of Mr. Lintot, who, in con- 
sequence of the previous wet weather having rendered the intended dinner 
in tents impracticable, converted an unfinished building of his own, in a few 
hours, into a commodious dining-room for their use. The liberality also of the 
Literary and Scientific Society of Horsham, in devoting their rooms to the meet- 
ing of the Society, deserves especial gratitude ; and under the auspices of the 
Hon. Robert Curzon, as chairman, the proceedings gave general satisfaction. 
The interesting Church of Worth was also visited on the same day, and its 
architectural features were kindly pointed out by W. Durrant Cooper, Esq., 
and W. S. Walford, Esq. The Committee have the satisfaction of including 
in the forthcoming volume a more detailed account of its peculiar structure 
than has hitherto been published. 

After the meeting had been addressed, from the chair, by the Hon. Robert 
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Curzon, on the advantages of Arcfaseoli^, and on the peculiar resouroea and 
characteristics of Sussex in that respect, papers were lead — 

On Sedgwick Castle, by the Ber. Edward Turner. 

Extracts from Dr. John Barton's Iter Sussexiense, by W. H. Blaauw, Esq. 

On Bobertsbridge Abbey, by the Ber. Q, M. Cooper. 

Notices on the Scrase Family, by M. A. Lower, Esq. 

Ancient Accounts of the Churobwardens of Steyning, by the Bev. T. Medlaad. 

Episcopal Visitations of Easebome Kmmeiy, and the Corrodies of Duieford Abbey, 

by W. H. Blaauw, Esq. 
The Monuments of Thomas Braose and Lord Hoo, in Horsham Church, by W. 

Durrant Cooper, Esq. 

At the temporary Museum in the Townhall, among other objects there 
were exhibited, by the kind contributions of friends, the following :-^ 

Enamelled sbrine and reliquary of the elerenth or twelfth century, representing in 
front the legend of St. Edmund ; a Saxon rine ; ancient leather casket, with 
worked metallic bands and look ; small sword of the jurenile bodyguard of 
Napoleon, Eing of Bome. — B^ ike Son. iZ. Curxon. 

Enamelled reliquary from Shipley Church. — JBy Sir Ckarlet Merrik JBmreUy Bart, 

Massiye bronze door-knocker and door-handle, of Yenetaan work } oriental enoensoir, 
elaborately inlaid. — By C, Scrate Dickim, Bsq. 

Antiquities found in 1840 at Busper Nunnery : — Copper gilt chalice^ enameUed with 
head of the Saviour and of three angeb on the cup, and with the four Evangelists 
on the foot; a pontifical seal of lead; serecloth in which a body had been 
wrapped ; rosary of large beads of amber and jet ; a small crucifix of gold ; a 
circnur silyer brooch, inscribed, aye icabia ihs. kazab. ebx. I., found in an 
oak coffin.— Jfy Boberi S. Surat, Etq. 

Yarious Boman antiquities from Bignor and elsewhere: — ^Fragments of pottery 
stamped, qyas ; bronze fibulse ; bone pins ; bronze rings ; flue tiles ; coins — 
of Antoninus Pius, from Chichester — of Quintillus, from Bignor — Domitian and 
Vespasian, from Slinfold, &c. — From Mr, T. Honywood^ Horsham, 

Bronze celt, found at Bowhook ; ancient wedding-ring, inscribed inside, " A yertuous 
wife preserreth life," found at Hurstpierpoint ; banknote for twopence, " New 
Bank, Horsham, Sussex." — By Mr, Shepherd, 

Bubbing of a brass, lately found at Ticehurst Church, of John Wybame and his two 
wives, 14)90.— Jy the Bev. C. Grant, 

Numerous coins and tradesmen's tokens. — By Mr, Browne, Mr. Dudeney, and Mr. 
Shepherd, 

Lady's dress of gold and silver brocade ; gentleman's cap ; black silk hose, with silver 
clock, of the time of Queen Anne. — By Mr, NaUand, 

Oil paintings : — Adoration of Magi, by Gherard Donw : Interior of Church, by Peter 
Neefs. — By W. A, Commerell, JSsq, 

The Chairman, the Hon. H. Curzon, explained many of the most im* 
portant objects in this Museum ; and at the Church of Horsham, afterwards 
visited, a concise history of its foundation and architecture was given by the 
Bev. Mr. Hodgson, the rector ; and of the tombs of Braose and Hoo, by 
W. Durrant Cooper, Esq. 

A Museum of interesting objects of Art and Antiquities having been formed, 
in August, at Worthing, principally by the zealous exertions of the Bev. W« 
Bead and the Bev. F. Allen Piggott, the Committee considered that it would 
be agreeable to their members to have an opportunity of visiting it. They 
accordingly appointed a General Meeting there on Thursday, ^ptember 6. 
The members of the Society who attended were welcomed with the greatest 
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liberality, and were highly gratified with an inspection of the varied objects 
collected in the Townhdl. The High Sheriff, George Carew Gibson, Esq., 
presided at the meeting, where — 

Mr. Lower read extracts from the private journal of Henry Miller, of Winkinghurtt. 

Mr. Blaanw read extracto from the extent of the goods belonging to the Knight 
Templars in the neighbourhood of Worthing, in the time of Edward II, from a 
MS. in the British Museum. 

Some beautiful photographs of Herstmonoeaux Castle, Pevensey Castle, Wakehurst 
House, Worth Chur^ East Qrinstead College, &c., were exhioited at the meeting, 
having been liberally presented by Dr. Diamond, who had recently accepted the 
office of Honorary Photographer to the Society. 

The following donations have been received during the year : — 

Proceedings of the Kilkenny ArcluDological Society. 

Journal of Chester Archieological Society, part 8. 

Papers of Norfolk and Norwich Society, voL iv, part 3. 

Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy. 

Proceedings of the Soci^t^ des Antiquairee de la Normandic, 3 livraisons, par M. le 
Professeur Charma. 

Proceedings of the Somersetshire Society. 

Records of Buckinghamshire, parts 1, 2, 3, 4. 

Proceedings of the Essex Archflsological Society. 

Biographies of Mr. Bartlett, Mr. Willson, &c.— JVom John BrUtony Esq., F,8,A. 



The Accounts for the year 1855 have been examined, and appear as 
follows : — 



1855. EscsiPTB. £ «. d. 

Balance in hand, Jan. 1, 1855 58 18 8 

Annual Subscriptions . . 252 

Life Compositions . . 20 

Books sold . . . 17 1 8 
Dividends on Three per Cent. 

Consols . . . . 3 19 8 
Bepayment on account for- 
merly advanced for repairs 

of Lewes Castle . . 50 



Expenses 



401 14 
883 19 



7 
1 



Balance in hands of Treasurer, 
Jaiu 1,1856 '. . .£17 15 6 



Patmxnts. 

Lewes Castle — £ s, d. 
BepairSjHarman 41 18 5 
Davc7andSon27 5 lOi 
Jos. Davey . 20 4 2 
T.&C. Parsons 37 14 5| 
Taxes and rates 8 18 10 
Coals, glass case, 
lawn, and sun- 
dries . 13 2 6 
J. Russell Smith, for printing 

and binding Vol. VII 

Artists, partly for VoLVHI— 

Mr. Dollman £13 18 

Mr. Utting . 26 10 

Advertisements . • 

Pu«el.. poatage itampe, and 

sundries .... 

Printing tickets and ctroulars, 

and stationery . 
Horsham meeting, journeys, 
omnibus to Worth, dinner 
tables, derk, and sundry 
expenses .... 
Overpaid in error, returned . 



£ #. d. 



127 2 11 

17 1 4 

159 18 

40 8 

12 15 6 

4 14 6 

9 6 8 



10 18 8 
2 



£888 19 1 



XU REPOBT. 

The vifdion to the CasUe during the year 1855 were unusually numerous, 
amounting to 5651, including members. 

Lewes Castle Account : — 

1855. BiCBiFTS. £ 8. d. 

Balance, Jan. 1, 1855 . . 46 7 11 
Beoeiyed . . . 188 18 9 



184 6 8 
Paid 159 13 8 



Patmlbhts. 

Two gears' Tent . . . v« v v ^ 

Bepaid general aooonnt * 50 | 

Wagee of keeper . 
Taxes, ooab, and Bandries 



£ #. 


d. 


. 64 





. 50 





. 87 16 


9 


7 16 11 


£159 18 


8 



Balance on Jan. 1, 1856 . £24 13 

Besides the amount of £132. 15«. lief, invested in the Three per Cent. 
Consols, there is in stock a large number of the former volumes published 
by the Society, the value of which may be estimated at £100. 

W. H. BLAAUW, Han. Sec. 



Bbbchlakd, January 1, 1856. 



NOTICES. 

The reprint of Vol. I, at 10«., and the Vols. IV, V, VI, and VII, at 7«. 
each, may be had, on application, by Members. Vols. II and III are out 
of print. 

It is intended to make arrangements for holding the General Annual 
Meeting, in the summer of 1856, probably on Thursday, July 3, at Bodiam 
Castle, aad for including visits to Echingham* Church and Robertsbridge 
Abbey on the occasion. 
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Bobert Watts, Esq., Battle. 
James Watts, Esq., BatUe. 
•Albert War, Esq., F.S.A., Wonham. 
G. Bish Webb, Esq., London. 
Frederick Webster, Esq., Battle Abbey. 
Mrs. Weekes, Hurst-Pierpoint. 
*Bichard Weekes, Esq^Hurst-Pier^int. 
G^rse Weekes, Esq., Murst-Pierpomt. 
Ber. W. We^uelin, South Stoke. 
Harrison Weur, Esq., Peokham. 
Ber. H. Wellesley, D.D., PrinoipBl of New 

Inn Hall, dxford. 
G. F. West, Esq., Pinner. 
Mr. Henry Whitley, Tunbridge Wells. 
Ber. W. Wheeler. 
E. Webster Whistler, Esq., Bidge. 
Alfred Whiteman, Esq., Eastbourne. 
T. YHutfleld, Esq., Lewes. 
Qeoree YHutfield, Esq., Lewes. 
Ber. Spencer B. Wilcle, Fletching. 
Ber. CSdeb Williams, Newharen. 
Ber. W. Downes Willi^ Elsted. 
J. Hewetson Wilson, Esq., Worth. 

B. WoUaston, Esq., Beigate. 
H. Wood, Esq., Chrixigdean. 
Gteorge Wood, Esq., Lewes. 

Henry Wood, Esq., Tunbridge Wells. 
John Wood, Esq., Hickstead Place. 
Ber. G. H. Woods, Shopwyke House. 
Joseph Woods, Esq., Lewes. 
Mrs. Woodward, Hellingly. 
Miss P. Woodward, Uckfield. 

C. A. WooUey, Esq., Lewes. 
Mrs. WooUgar, Lewes. 

Ber. J. G. Wrench, D.C.L., Salehurst. 
Thomas Wright, Esq., F.S.A., Brompton. 
Ber. John J. P. Wyatt, Hawley, Bagshot. 
•Hugh Penfold Wyatt, Esq., Cissbuiy. 

Thomas Young, Esq^ Gamberwell. 
Ber. James Young, Heathield. 
Edmund Young, Esq., Steyning. 
Ber. Julian Young, Fairlijdht. 
Thomas Blackman Young, Esq., Hastings. 
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Mr. Thomas Huson, Lewes. 
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1. That the Society shall avoid aU topics of religious or political controTcrsy, and 
shall remain independent, though willing to co-operate with similar Societies hy finendly 
communication. 

2. That the Society shall consist of Members and Honoraiy Members. 

3. That candidates for admission be proposed and seconded by two Members of the 
Society, and elected at any Meeting of the Committee, or at a Qeneral Meeting. One 
black ball in fiye to ezdade. 

4. That the Annual Subscription of Ten Shillings shall become due on the Ist day 
of January, or £5 be paid in lieu thereof, as a composition for life. Subscriptions to 
be paid at the Lewes Old Bank, or by Post-office order, to Obobgb MoLDnEUX, 
Esq., Treasurer, Lewes Old Bank, or to any of the Local Secretaries. 

6. That Members of either House of Parliament shall, on becoming Members of the 
Society, be placed on the list of Yice-Presidents, and also such other persons as the 
Society may determine. 

6. That the affairs of the Society be conducted by a Committee of Management, to 
consist of the Patron, the President, Vice-Presidents, Honorary Secretary, Local Secre- 
taries, a Treasurer, and not less than twelre other Members, who shall be chosen at the 
Oener^l Annwal Meeting ; three Members of such Committee to form a Quorum. 

7. That at every Meeting of the Society, or of the Committee, the resolutions of 
the majority present shall be binding, though idl persons entitled to vote be not present. 

8. That a General Meeting of the Society be held annually, in July or August, as 
maybe appointed by the Committee, at some place rendered interesting by its Antiquities 
or Historical Associations, in the Eastern and Western Diyisions of the County alter- 
nately ; such General Meeting to have power to make such alterations in the Bules as 
a majority may determine^ on notice thereof being one month preyiously giyen to the 
Committee. 

9. That a Special General Meeting may be summoned by the Secretary on the 
requisition in writing of fire Members, and either the Patron, President, or two Yice- 
Presidents, specifying the subject to be brought forward for decision at such Meeting, 
and such subject only to be then considered. 

10. That the Committee have power to admit without bellot, on the nomination of 
two Members, any Lady who may be desirous of becoming a Member of the Society. 

11. That the Committee have power to appoint as Honorary Member any person, 
including foreigners, likely to promote the interests of the Society, such Honorary 
Member not to pay any Subscription, and not to have the right of roting in the 
affiurs of the Society, and to be subject to re-election annually. 

12. That the Committee be empowered to appoint any Member Local Seereiaty &r 
the town or district where he may reside, in order to facilitate the collection of accurate 
information as to the objects of local interest, and for the receipt of Subscriptions, and 
the distribution of Circulars and Books ; and that such Local Secretaries be ex-offteio 
Members of the Committee. 

13. That Meetings for the purpose of readine papers, the exhibition of antiquities, 
or the discussion of subjects connected therewith, be held at such times and places as 
the Committee may determine. 

14b That the Secretary shall keep a record of the proceedings of the Society, to be 
communicated to the General Meeting. 

Persons desirotis of becoming Members of the Society are requested to communicate 
with a Secretary. 
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GENEALOGICAL MEMOIR OP THE FAMILY 

OF SCRASE. 

BY MABK ANTONY LOWER, M.A.. F.3.A. 



pjlktlx bud at HOBaoAx, jvlt 13, 1 



AccoBDiKQ to an ancient tradition preserved in this family, 
and sanctioned in the official books of the Heralds, the Scrases 
came ftom Denmark, and held lands in Sussex before, and at 
the time of, the Conquest. So far, however, as I have been 
able to investigate the matter, I find no documentary evidence 
of thia statement. Domesday Book and other early records of 
the Norman period make no mention of the name. 

It is asserted in Horefield's History of Sussew, that from 
1282 to 1284, Nicholas de Scrase vras high-sheriff of the 
county (Horsf. vol. ii, page 264) ; but in the Hst of sheriffs, as 
usually printed, the name of Nicholas de Graa occurs as the 
holder of the shrievalty in the 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th. and 
13th years of King Edward the First. A Walter le Graa or 
Grace also was sheriff in 10th and 11th Edward II. At 
an earUer period, John Craa appears as a contributor to the 
subsidy granted to the king in 1296, as an inhabitant of 

vin. } . 
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Hove, near Brighton. It is not at all improbable, however, 
that the names variously written de Gras, le Gras, and Cras 
may have been identical, and that the more modem Scras or 
Scrase is a corruption or modification of it. It has also been 
suggested that the latter may possibly be a contraction of 
the great Norman appellative of Scures or d'Escures. The 
tradition of the ante-Norman origin of the family is not to 
be wholly disregarded : Tradition is acknowledged by all true 
antiquaries as but an ''uncertain voice,"' but still research 
sometimes remarkably confirms the authenticity of oral testi- 
mony ; and the legal maxim, '' De non apparentibus et de 
non existentibus eadem est ratio,'' does not apply to this 
sort of inquiries. It is not therefore necessary to deprive an 
ancient Sussex race of its cherished belief, and I shall certainly 
not undertake the onus probandi of their not being as old as 
the rude but romantic ages of Guthrum, Sweyn, or Canute. 

A good degree of antiquity may however be safely attri- 
buted to the family of Scrase. In the Inquisitiones Nonarum 
of temp. Edward III (1341), John Scras was one of the-pa- 
rishioners of Plumpton who made the return of the " ninths " 
of sheaves, fleeces, and lambs for that parish to the royal com- 
missioners, as a subsidy towards carrying on the war with 
France ; and it is remarkable that from that date — the earliest 
which I have been able with certainty to attach to the name — 
the main stock and the principal branches of the family have 
ever had their chief habitat on, and in the immediate vicinity 
of, the South Downs ; a district which, as I have elsewhere ^ 
had occasion to observe, possesses, in a remarkable degree, 
the quality of retaining its denizens throughout a long series 
of generations, and fixing them, as by some unconquerable 
spell, within its charming limits. 

" Nescio qu& natale solum dulcedine captos 
Ducit, et immemores non sinit esse sni." 

It is chiefly in the parishes immediately northward and 
westward of Brighton that we find the family located from 
the fifteenth century almost to the present day. Hangleton, 
West Blatchington, Preston, Patcham, Pyecombe, and the 
neighbouring parishes, have been for some centuries their 
residences. 

1 Ontribations to Literature, p. 166. 
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The pedigree of Scrase, as recognized by heraldic authority, 
commences with Rychard Scras, who, from a document here- 
after to be quoted at length, appears to have held the office of 
" Valet to the Crown'' {Valettus ad Coronam) under Edward 
the Fourth. The word valet or valettus has imdergone con- 
siderable degradation : it was not anciently applied as now to 
a servant holding the position of a personal attendant upon a 
man of fortune, but to '' young gentlemen of great descent 
and quality " ^ who attended upon the person of the king. 
This Rychard Scras resided at Hangleton,^ and was buried 
at Preston, near Brighton, where some years since was disco- 
vered a brass plate inscribed with a memorial for himself, his 
son, and grandson, thus : — 

"IBere Isetl) fturUli ^sdjarti Scraace late of fBan-^ 

selton Gentelma tofiicfie W^ in tfje s^are 

of our lorte goli one^ X499^ 

"IBere Igetij fturieli »srijart Scraace of asietrijinfl-- 
ton (Sentlema toijic^e ts\£b in 5* geare of our 

lort floli one^ 15X9* 

"IBere Igetij iurieli ffititoart Scraace of iUcfjing^ 
ton (Sentelma fai^o KieK in g^ wmt of 0^ lort 1579;'* 

The reason why Preston was selected as the burial-place of 
the family seems to have been, that the church (the remains of 
which still exist within the ambit of the manor-house) of West 
Blatchington was, if not utterly desecrated, at least in a 
ruinous condition. At what period divine service ceased to 
be celebrated in this building I cannot discover. Horsfield 
{Hist. Sussex, vol. i, page 158) asserts that it was standing 
in 1724, that it consisted of a "north and south chancel (!) 



' Jaoob*8 Law Dictionary, in too. 
" Valet, Valect, or Vadelet." Coke upon 
Lyttelton, speaking of challenging jurors, 
says (156, a), " but if the sheriff be a Fa- 
delect oftheCrownef or other . . . servant 
of the King, there the challenffe is good.*' 

> Probably at Hangleton Pkoe. 

* This plate, which measures 13 i inches 
by 61, is now in the possession of the 
daughter of the late representative of the 



male line of Scrase. The inscriptions 
wei« all eyidently cut at the same time 
and by the same hand—probably towards 
the end of the sixteenth century. Singu* 
larly enough, the date assigned for the 
death of Edward Scrase is 1679, whereas 
he is known to have died in 1576 ; his 
will having been both dated and proved 
in that year. 
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with a steeple containing five bells." He adds that only 
" the outside walls are now in existence j" but the slightest 
examination of these walls shows clearly enough that the 
church consisted of a nave, with a chancel of equal width, and 
no tower. The western end has two Norman windows, and 
there are two windows and a doorway of later dale in the 
south wall." In the Visitation of Bishop Bower, made in the 



veiy year mentioned by Horsfield, there is no entry whatever 
relating to the church, which proves that it was not then 
made use of for sacred purposes. Mr. Rowland, in his 
privately-printed History of the Family t^ Nevill (IBSO), says, 
" No duty has been done for nearly two centuries." Accord- 
ing to the tradition of their descendants, the Scrases adhered 
to the ancient faith some time after the Reformation, and as 
the tenants of the mansion, and those of some half-dozen 
dependent cottages, constituted the entire population of the 
parish, it is not Ukely that any pains would be taken to 
maintain the fabric, especicdly when so many churches existed 
within the compass of two or three miles. The parish has 
long been ecclesiastically united with Brighton. 
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A few words may here be said of the manor-house, so long 
identified with the history of the Scrases. The remains have 
been so much altered to suit the taste and convenience of suc- 
cessive occupants that little can be inferred as to its original 
form and dimensions. The principal indications of antiquity 
are, the relics of a trefoil-headed window on the north side, 
and a buttress at the north-west angle. A projection 
northwards is traditionally said to have been the chapel in 
which the Scrases of old performed their devotions. On the 
south side of the house is an ancient well, two hundred and 
forty feet in depth, the wheel of which is made to revolve by 
the introduction of a donkey, after the manner of a squirrel in 
its cage. 

Mr. Rowland, in quoting the inscriptions cited above 
(which he erroneously states to have been dug up in West 
Blatchington church), remarks, that ^' it is a curious fact that 
the Scrase family have been from that period always tenants 
of the farm. The present Mrs. Hodson is the grand-daughter 
of a Scrase, and her relation, Mr. Scrase, occupies also the 
adjoining farm of Lord Abergavenny at Patcham. As the 
Nevills became proprietors in I486, it is highly probable that 
the ancestors of the present tenants were tenants to the illus- 
trious Beauchamps, before the Nevills acquired it by 
marriage. It may be presumed that no other landlord in 
England could show a tenantcy of such antiquity/'^ 

Richard Scras, the son of the " valettus,'' settled at West 
Blatchington, under a devise for the term of fifty-seven years, 
of the manor of Blatchington- Weyfield, from George Lord 
Abei^avenny. In 27th Henry VIII this nobleman died 
seized of the manor, which was afterwards reconveyed to 
Edward the son of Richard Scrase, whose descendants con- 
tinued to reside upon it for several generations. 

This Edward Scrase, who is styled ''of Bletchington- 
Weyfield, Gentleman," made his will 25th April 1576. He 
directs his body to be buried in the church of Preston, and in 
consideration thereof gives to that church thirteen shillings 
and four pence. To the parish of Hove he gives ten shillings. 
To John his younger son he bequeaths £20 a year out of bis 

• Some litigmtion aroM oat of thu Bee) toL i, A. a. 8, 82, and S. 0. 18. 
lease. Bee FrtZeedin^i im C^neeiy (PvibL 
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farm of Bletchington as long as his interest therein remains. 
To Agnes his wife he gives £6. 13*. 4rf. yearly in addition to all 
his copyholds ; and to Joane Denham his daughter £20. He 
constitutes his eldest son Richard Scrase his residuary legatee, 
and assigns his wardship till 21 to Edward Covert, of the 
Middle Temple, Gentleman. The witnesses are Thomas 
Bearde, Rd. Gk)ster, Hen. Avery, and Rafe Beard. 

Agnes Scrase (of Hove), the widow of Edward, made her 
will 6th March, 82 Eliz., and it was proved 10th Oct. 1590. 
She directs her burial in Preston church. Among her 
kindred she enumerates, John the son of Richard her son, 
her daughters Rickton, Denham, and Dennis Borrage. She 
appoints Barbara Voggins^ her sole executrix, and her sons 
Richard Scrase and Bartholomew Burrage overseers of her 
will. 

Richard Scrase, the only son of this pair, succeeded his 

father at Blatchington, and married Julian, daughter ^f 

Tuppin, a member of a very old Sussex family, who, like the 
Scrases themselves, seem to have had the '' bounds of their 
habitation " circumscribed by the limits of the South Downs.® 
From this match proceeded a numerous progeny ; the eldest 
male member of which, according to a fashion very prevalent 
in those times, received his mother's surname as a baptismal 
appellation. Like his ancestors he held the manor of 
Blatchington- Weyfield under a lease from the Lords 
Abergavenny. He was a country gentleman of good estima- 
tion, and married Susan or Susanna, one of the coheiresses of 
Mr. Hay (or Hayes) of Herstmonceux, a cadet of the ancient 
family of Hay of Robertsbridge, and subsequently of 
Glyndboume, near Lewes. (See Pedigree in Horsfield's 
LeweSy vol. ii, and Berry's Genealogies^^ The family had 
long been " gentlemen of coat armour," but, until the year 
1616, they had used no Crest. Mr. Tuppin Scrase, to remedy 
this defect, made an application to the College of Arms, and 



7 A fitiiDily of Foggins resided in the 
adjoining parish of Aldrington at this 
period. 

" An early indiyidual of this name was 
William Tupyn, clericus, vioar of East 
Bean, near Easthoume, temp. Henry FV. 
Many others in later times occur in the 
parisxief of Brighton, Newharen, &c. &o. 



At the present day there are several occu- 
pying a respectable position in the county, 
out the majority have sunk to a lower 
grade, and, influenced by the "Nescio quA 
duloedine," adhere to the South Down 
hills in the useful but unambitious sphere 
of shepherds ; and right faithful and ex- 
cellent ones they are generally found to be. 
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the following interesting " Grant" (transcribed from the ori- 
ginal in the possession of Charles Scrase-Dickens, Esq.) is the 
result : — 

" To ALL and singular persons to whome theis presents 
shall come, William Segar, Garter principall King of Armes 
of Englishmen, sendeth his due comendacons and greeting. 
Knowe yee that aunciently from the hegyning yt hath byn a 
custome and is yet used in all countries and comonwealthes 
well governed, that the bearing of certeyn markes in sheilds 
(comonlye caUed armes) have byn and are the onlye s^es and 
demonstracons either of prowess and valour atchyved in tymes 
of warre, or for good life, hability, and civill conversacon in 
tymes of peace. Among the which nomber I fynde Tuppyn 
ScRAS of Blechington in the county of Sussex, Gent. Whoe 
beareth for his Coate Armour, Amre a Dolphine Argent^ the 
fyns, gylUy and tayle^ gold^ between three Bsccdlopa of the same, 
and was the sonne and heire of Richard, that was the sonne of 
Edward, the sonne of Richard whoe was the sonne and heire 
of Richard Scras of Hangleton in the county of Sussex afore- 
said and styled Falettus ad Coronam Dhi Regis Edwardi 
Quarii, and sealed with a Dolphine, as by certein his Deeds 
and Evidences appeareth. Nowe forasmuche as the said 
Tuppyn Scras wanteth, for an ornament vnto his said coate 
of Ajrmes, a convenient Creast or Cognizance fitt to be borne, 
Hee hath requested mee the said Garter to appoynt hym 
suche a one as hee maye lawfully, beare withoute wrong-doing 
or preiudise to any person or persons whatsoever; which 
according to his request I have accomplished and graunted in 
the manner and forme following, viz; on a healme and wreathe 
of his coidlorSy a falcon volant proper^ beaked and membered 
with her bells Or, standing on the stock of a tree, about which a 
snake is twyned, with this motto ; volendo \sic\ reptilia 
SPERNO, signifying that noble and generous mynds will not- 
stoope to base and vile thinges. All which armes and creast 
depicted in the Margent, I the said Garter doe by theis pre- 
sents testifye, confirme, and grant vnto the said Tuppyn Scras 
and to his yssue for ever. And that it shalbe lawfuU for hym 
and them to vse, beare, and shewe forthe the same in signett, 
sheild, ensigne, or otherwise, at their free libertv and pleasure. 
In Witness wherof I have herevnto sett my hand and scale 



8 GENEALOGICAL MEHOIE OF 

of office y* xiiij*^ daye August an". DSL 1616, and in the four- 
tenth yeare of the rayne of our Sovendgn Lord James, by the 
Grace of God King of Great Brittayne ffrance and Ireland, 
Defender of the faith et. c. 

" William Segar, Garter*' 

m 

The adoption by Mr. Scras of the motto, Vdando reptilia 
spemo, probably took its rise from some event or circumstance' 
now forgotten. Taken conjointly with the singular crest, it 
may fairly be reckoned a "curiosity of heraldry." In the sym- 
bolism of the heraldric art the falcon was typical of courage. 
" This bird/' says Master Guillim, " is very bold and hardy, 
and of great stomach ; for she encountreth and grapleth with 
fowls much greater than herself, invading and assuling them 
with her brest and feet/' A free rendering of the sentiment 
conveyed by the motto would be : — 

" Svm all tijat '% crafoUns, mean, or \ast, 
S taite inUisnant fitgiit, quotii Scrasel" 

A younger brother of Tuppin Scrase was John Scrase, gen- 
tleman, of Hove, a parish adjacent to Blatchington. All that 
I know of him is recorded in his wiU,^ the substance of which 
is as follows : — He gives his body to be buried in the church 
of Preston, '' amongst mvne Ancestors, whoe have lumoured it 
with wealthy endowments. ' He further directs Ss. 4d. to be 
given to the said church, and to the poor of Hove 6«. Sd. " to 
be divided between nine of the poorest." To his dearly- 
beloved wife Elizabeth, he bequeaths all his plate and jewels, 
furniture and ready-money, but in the event of her remarriage 
all these valuables are to go to his son John, '' as yf they were 
standers (heir-looms) to the House." He gives to his 
daughter Mary, £266. 6*. Sd. ; Anne, £266. 6*. Sd; Elizabeth, 
£233. 13«. 4id. : the first and second to receive their portions 
at the age of 23 ; the third at that of 24 — an arrangement 
which appears somewhat capricious and unreasonable. To 
his son John he gives all his lands in Hove, *' as indeed they 
descend unto him," with the woods, underwoods, barns and 
other buildings, with all rents, reversions, houses, &c., to hini 
and his heirs. In case of failure of issue from his said son, 

* Proved at I«wet 8th Jane 1619. It is dated 11th Sept. 1617. 
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the testator gives the reversion of his property in the 
Mowing order :— 

" To George Scrase, gent, my brother, and his heirs. 

" Henry Scrase, gent, and his heirs (degree of kindred not 
mentioned). 

"William Scrase, citizen of London, my brother, and his heirs. 

" Edward Scrase, gent, my brother, and his heirs. 

" Walter Scrase, gent, my brother, and his heirs. 

"Richard Scrase, citizen and merchant of London, my 
brother, and his heirs ;' 
the reversionist to pay eight hundred pounds to his three 
daughters. He directs that his loving wife shall have the 
use of the chamber " next the Sea-side," and half the house in 
common with his son, during her widowhood. As overseers 
of his will, he names his " naturall and loving father Master 
Richard Scrase of Blachington," his friend Master John Bishe 
of Piecombe, Master Walter Dobell of Falmer, jun'., Tuppin 
Scrase, and Henry Alderton. The will is " Sealed with my 
seale, written w*^ myne owne hand." I have examined the 
original document, which is written in a good and clerkly 
style of penmanship. 

Tuppin Scras had three sons, Richard, William, and Henry. 
Ricluurd, the eldest, remained at Blatchington, and Henry, 
the youngest, married a daughter of — Goring of Highden, 
but whether he had any issue does not appear. 

William Scras, the second son, settled at Annington in the 
parish of Botolph's. In the nave of Botolph's church, near 
the entrance-door, is the following inscription to his memory, 
surmounted by the arms, crest, and motto of Scrase : — 

"Hbbb lteth the body of Cap*. 

William Scbas of this paeish 

who was interred the twenty 

sbyenth day of september, 1683, 

aged sixty three. 

And also Frances his 

WIFE who was BTRIED 

November the third, 1681." 



Captain Scras was succeeded at Annington by his eldest, 
and apparently only surviving, son William, who died in 1713. 
His wife, who died some years previously, is thus comme- 

VIII. * 2 
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morated on a slab of Sussex marble on the floor witliin the 
communion rails at Botolphs : — 

"hsbe lteth tbs body op 

Maby Scbab bbuct of 

Capt. Edivabd Gobing 

thb only dauohtbb of 

HSNBY LiNTOT OF BoLNT 
WIFE OF W*. SON OF THE 

LATE Capt. W*. Scbas 

WHO DEPABTED THIS LIFE 
lULY Y» 27" 1691 IN Y» 25™ 
YEAB OF HEB AGE." 

The only daughter and heiress of this match, married Nath| 
Tredcroft, Esq. of Horsham, in whose descendants the repre- 
sentation of this branch of the family is now vested, and who 
accordingly quarter the arms of Scrase. 

From Richard, the eldest son of Tuppin Scras, descended a 
numerous progeny. His marriage is not recorded, so far as I 
can discover, in the register either of Preston, Brighton, or 
Hove, where numerous entries of other earlier and later 
members of the family occur. The well-known irregularity in 
the keeping of parochial registers during the Civil Wars, and 
the fact that some branches of the family, in the latter half of 
the seventeenth century, forsook the communion of the Church 
of England, and that others made no wills, would have caused 
an hiatus in the line of descent, which is however rendered 
sufficiently certain by the attestation of Charles Scrase, Esq. of 
Brighton, cited on Pedigree No. I. 

William Scrase, eldest son of Richard, had, with other issue, 
William of Stanmer, who was buried at St. Nicholas', Brighton, 
where the following inscription occurs upon an altar-tomb 
ornamented with the family arms : — 

" Hebe lieth William Sgbase, Oent. late of Stanheb, who 
DIED 22*^ OP Nov* 1726. Elizabeth his wife died 17™ 
August, 1732, and was bubied at Stanheb." 

At Stanmer is a mural monument to the memory of 
Elizabeth Scrase (formerly Harison) with the arms of Scrase. 

The eldest son of this marriage was Charles Scrase, Esq., of 
Brighton, who, in May 1771, purchased of Mr. Henry Sparrow 
a moiety of the manor of Brighton, which, by his will dated 
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1791, he bequeathed to his eldest grandson, Charles Dickins, 
Esq., on condition of his taking the name and arms of Scrase 
in conjunction with those of his own family. On the 20th 
May, 1743, Mr. S. exhibited the confirmation of his armorial 
bearings, as made to his great-great-grandfather Tuppin Scras, 
at the College of Arms, and in the records of that establish- 
ment is this note : — " This is a true copy of the original under 
the seal of said Garter, now in the custody of Mr. Charles 
Scrase, Attorney-at-Law. — Examined 20th May 1743, by us, 
Stephen Martin Leake, Clarenceux, and Charles Townley." 
Mr. Scrase died in 1792, and was buried at Brighton, where 
the following inscription to his memory remains : — 

ArvM: Scrase. 

'' On the north side of this church lie interred the remains of Charles 
Scrase, Esq. who died on the 13*^ day of January 1792, in the 
S**"* year of his age. 

*' In 1742 he married Sarah, the only daughter of Richard Turner, Esq., 
by whom he had issue two daughters, Sarah Dickins and Eliieabeth 
Smith, who have erected this tablet to the memory of their much 
loved and respected Father." 

In accordance with the terms of the will above mentioned 
the estate, name, and arms of the family descended to Charles 
(Scrase) Dickins, Esq., whose only son, Charles Scrase Dickins, 
Esq., of Coolhurst in Horsham, now inherits them, and is the 
existing representative of the eldest line of Scrase, being the 
eleventh in lineal descent from Rychard Scras, Valettm ad 
Caronam to King Edward the Fourth. 

Of the other descendants of Richard Scrase a tolerably 
copious account will be found in the tabular Pedigree No. 11. 

I have said that some of the Scrases of the seventeenth cen- 
tury ceased to hold communion with the Established Church. 
In the early days of Quakerism, Walter Scrase of Preston, for- 
merly of West Blatchington, joined that sect. In his will 
dated 1718, and proved at Lewes, he describes himself as 
'' aged andinfirme,^ and desires to be buried " m the burying- 
place of the people called Quakers in Rottingdeane, near its 
relations who lye buried Ihere.'' He gives an annuity to 
Barbara, daughter of John Gold of Bazedean (Balsdean) ; and 
to his kinsman Charles Scrase, late of Blatchingtou, now of 
Brighton, he gives his lands, &c. at Blatchingtou called 
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Lukner's Croft, and his messuage and tenement at Preston. 
I cannot connect this individual with the pedigree. Another 
instance of nonconformity occurs in Henry Scrase of Withdean, 
who from some religious scruple did not cause his chUdren to 
be baptized. In 1780, two years after his decease, his whole 
family of seven children, varying in age from twenty-two to 
eight years, conformed to that rite in Preston church on one 
day, 16th Aug. They are described as children of Mr. Henry 
Scrase and Mary his wife, and to the entry is affixed a note : 
'* These persons were all bom at Withdean in the parish of 
Patcham." 

Early in the seventeenth century, a branch of the family 
were settled at Pangdean in Pyecombe, of which property they 
were lessees. I cannot connect them with the parent stock, 
although from the respectability of their position they were 
probably descended from the Valettus ad Coronam. Several 
members of this branch were buried in Pyecombe church, 
where some almost defaced inscriptions to their memory 
remain. See Pedigree No. III. 

Still earlier, a branch of the Scrases were located at WiU 
mington. All that is known of them is contained in Pedi- 
gree No. IV. Other branches are, or have been, resident in 
the parishes of Cuckfield, Ditchling, Brighton, Wivelsfield, 
Hamsey, Barcombe, Fletching, St. John's Lewes^ Westhothly, 
Clayton, Ardingly, and Palmer. 

The following detached notes of persons probably connected 
with the principal &mily will add to the completeness of this 
genealogical sketch. 

1525. Edmimd Scrase was rector of Woodmanoote on the presentation of 
Thos. Docwra, lord-prior of St. John of Jerusalem. — Cartwright's 
Bramber, 286. 

1551. Bichard 6^&y, b^ will dated 1551, and proved at Lewes the next 
year, orders his body to be buried in Clayton Church, and names, 
among other children, Margaret the wife of John Scrase. 

Par, Beffister qf Brighton. 

Mabriags. — Mr. Richard Scrase and Elizabeth Cook, 1649. 

BAPnsHS. — Eliz. dr. of Bichard S. 1619. Susan, dr. of do., Gent. 1623. 
Anne, dr. of Mr. Edw^. S. 1624. Children of George S., Gent., 
viz. Clement, 1627; Susan, 1633; Bichard, 1629; John, 1636; 
Maiy, 1638; George, 1626; Bichard, son of Bichard S., Gent., 
1625; Mary, dr. of Mr. John S., 1678; Philadelphia, dr. of 
Charles and Sarah S., 1722. 



THE FAMILT OF SCiUSE. IS 

BuBUU.— Mr. Bichard S., 16S5. Clement, son of George S., 1627. 

William Sens, 1626. Bichaid, son of Ricliard S., Gent., 1626. 

George, ion of Mr. George S., 1626. Mr. John Scraa, 1702. 
1688. John Seres of Blftchington, and Elizabeth Scrase, married at Sompting, 

1638. 
1676. Hr. John Pickering of Wertham, and Mrs. Barbara Scraa, marri. at 

All Saints, Lewea. 
1687. Henry, son of Mr. Bichard S. of Blatchington, buried at Patcham, 

AdwMdratioiit granted at Lewes. 
168B. To the goods of EUz. S. formerly of Uore, to Bichard S. her husband. 

One of the sureties is Bichaid S. of Palmer. 
1691. To the goods of Bichard S. late of Bletchington, to his widow Ann S. 

One of the Bureties is Walter S. of Blatchington. 
1693. To the goods of Edw. S. of Hove, to Mary his wife. 
169G. To the goods of John 8. late of Blatchuigton, to his next brother 

Bichard S. of Palmer. 
1704. Will of Richard S. of Henfield, Gent.; proved at Lewes, 1709. 

Mentions his daurs. Elizabeth and Mary ; to the fonner he gives 

his land called Cranmares. 
1718. Bichaid Scraae, Qent., married Catherine Hanson. Stanmer B^iister. 



1 must express my obligations for assistance received in the compilation of 
this Paper, to Miss Isabella Scrase, W. Courthope, Esq., Somerset Herald; 
the Bev. Edw. Turner, the Bev. Walter Kelly, Miss Penfold, C. S. Dickins, 
Esq., and especially to Charles Gibbon, Esq., Bichmond Herald, who had 
made considnable collections on the subject, which he kindly placed at my 
di^osal. 
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I. Scras or &txdi&t, ^ 

of QSest iSlatcfiington, v 

SSlnnington, iSriflfjton, Set. ) 



BYGHAJtD SORAS, of HAOcleton, oo. Stusez, a Gen- 
tleman of Coat-Aimour, and Valet to the Orown« temp. 
Edw.IYs died 1409 ; bmied in Preston Choich. 



[ABD 



BYCHA&D SGBAS, ofBlatchington,Oent 
temp. Hen. Till s bur. in Preston Gh., 1519. 



■^V^^^^»»<MN<»^^»««<»^^^»V<»»^^»V»«»«M'W^^^^^^W»»»»^^»^V^V»»^^^^^^, 
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Bicbard Scras, of Blatch- = Mary ; bur. at ED W ABD SCBAS, of Blatobington, Gent 
ington ; bur. at Preston, Preston, 1552. Will dated 1576 ; bar. in Preston Church. 

SEdw.YI. 



t 



a da.; 



mar. Jane; mar. Dennis; mar. 
. • . . Bdckton. Jno. Denham. Barth Borra^. 



lBD 



BICHABD SCBAS, of Blatchington,Gent.; 
? bur. at Preston, 1625. 



I I 

George Scras, Henry Scras, 

Ghent.' s Gent. ; 

▼iv. 1617. Tiv. 1617. 



Susan ; da. and ooheir 

of . . Hay, of Herstmon- 

ceux, 00. Sussex. 



=FTDPP] 



TUPFIN SCBAS, ofBlatchington,Gei 
buried at Preston, 1634 ; eldest son 
and heir. 



Susan, eld. da.= 2. Manr ; mar. 
Edward Blaker, Bio. Bands, 

of Portslade, Bector of Hart- 

agao BLABEB field: bapt. at 

of POBTS- Salehurst, 1608. 
LADE. 
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.Edith; mar. 4. Dorothy. BICHABD SCBAS, 



Geo. Bedford, 
of London. 



of Blatobington, Gent; 

bapt. at Salehurst, 

1609 : son and heir. 




iES 
SCBAS. 



JOHN SCBAS. 
fitopage 16. 



1 



BICHABD 
SCBAS. 

fiSMpage 15.* 



WILLIAM SCBAS, - 

Gent. ; TiT. 1673 ; 

eldest son. His children, 

Bicbard, John, Henry, 

and Mary, bapt. at 

Preston, 1674-1685. 



Mary, 
da. of 



I I I I 

Bicbard S. 
John S. 
Henry S. 
Mary S. 



WILLIAM SCBASE, of Seaford, y:EUzabeth, di^ of Chas. and Cbtth. 
afterwards of Stanmer, Gent. ; mar. '*' 
at All Saints, Lewies, 1707 ; ob. 1726 ; 
bu. at Brighton. M. I. Eldest son. 



Harison, of Lewes, and sister of 
Chas. Hanson, of Sutton, Esq. ; 
ob. 1732. M. I. Stanmer Church. 



Williams.; 

bapt. at Seaford, 

1707 ; bu. at 

Fahner, 171& 



^Ll 



CH ABlES SCBASE, Esq., Attorney at Law ;= 
bapt. at Seaford, 1709 ; Town Clerk of Seaford, 
1733 ; bought a moiety of the Manor of Brighton, 
1771, which by his will, 1791, he bemieathed to 
his grandson, Charles Dickins, Esq. Died 1792. 



Sarah; 

only da. of 

Bd. Turner, Esq. ; 

mar. 1742. 



"Tv^pyn Sens had iiraeWniuuB Scras, of Anniagton, 
Gent, (who had issue Wmiam Scraae, of Steyning, Eiq.), 
and Bichard Scraie, of Bletehington, Gent 

"William Scraie, of [Aimiiigton, near] Steyning, had 
iaaoe an only danghter, who manied Nath. Trcdcroft, of 
Horaham, Eiq. 

"Bietuud had itrae William. Bichard, CSharles, and 
Henry." (Qn. John, father ol Henzy ?) 

*' William had iwae WilUam Scraae, of Stanmer. who 
died, and was horied at Brighton, in 1786, leaving iasoe 
Chariea Scraae, and other children." 

liroma Ptip»,im tks kmdmiiing of CkmrUt SenH, 
Af .; ho. 1709, fM$t C. 8. DieUm, Jbf. 



Elisabeth, young, da. & Sarah, elder daugh-=i 
oo-heir.; nuur.W. Smith, ter and coheiress, 
of London, Esq. Died 
without issue. 



CHABLES Di<^ns, afterwards, by his =^ 
Grandfathei^s Will, 1791, CHABLES- 
SCBASE-DICEINS, Esq. : bom 1762. 



CHABLES-SCBASE-DICEINS, Esq., on]y=r 
child, now (1866) of Coolhurst, Horshain, 
Jispre$emtaiw6 qfthe eldest Ume of Scraee. 



THE FAMILT OF SCRASE. 
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f 
igou } da. of ... . Will dated 82 Blis. ; Oonstanoe =T=Tho8. Cheney, Eiq., of Cralle, 

she then lired at Hore ; bo. at Preston. (Burr. MS. 6711.) in Warbleton. WiJl dat. 1542. 



ulian: da. of . . . Tappin, 
of 00. Snasez. 



Thomas Cheney, of Westfield, Esq., m his Will, dated 1666, 
mentions his ** Unkell Scrase^" and one Alice Sorase. 



AHliam Scras, Edward Scras, Walter Scraa, Riehard Scras, John Soras, of HoTe,=FEliaabeth. 
^tixenofLon- Qent.; Gent.; Citizen of Lon- Qent. Will 1617- 

don, 1617. viv. 1617. yiy. 1617. don, 1617. 1619 : bu. at Preston. 



ipt. Williann Soras, Lord^Frances, da. of 



Hore Manor, 1640 ; set- 
sdat Annington Honse,in 
otolph's, near Steyning ; 
).1620 ; bo. at Botolph^s, 
>83, M. I, there. 2nd son. 



Jos. Yaliant, 

of London, 

Gknt.; ba. 

at Botolph's, 

1681. 



of Shoreham, 
Gent.=Bar^ 
bara,da of... 
Goring, of High- 
den. Fw.1662. 



John Soras, 
of HoTe ; 
heir to his 

father, 1617. 



Msiy, V. 1617. 
Anne, v. 1617. 
Elizab.,y.l6l7. 



„ 1 

rilliam Scras, = 

iq., of Anning- 
ton, Lord of 
lore Manor, 
12; bo. 1664; 
. at Botolph's, 
1713. 



' Mary, only da. 
of Hen. LJntott, 
of Bolney, Gent., 

relict of Capt. 

Bdw. Gk>ring ; 
ob. 1691, eet. 26. 



Lion. 



'Bioh.S.; * Henry ^Charles >Eli2. *Mary, 

ba.1665; Soras. S.; •Barbara, ba. 1657, 

bu. 1676. ba. 166S ; * Susan, = John 

bu.1676. mar.Wm. Humphry, 
Chate, of of 

Henfidd. Brighton, 
1678. 



ba. 1650, 

= Mr. 

Tho. 

Symmons, 
of New 

Shoreham. 



A son; 

bu. at Botolph's, 

1691. Inf. 



Elizabeth, da. ft heunss ; bapt. at Botolph's, 

1686 ; mar. at Nuthurst, 1702, Nathaniel 

Tredoroft, Esq., Lord of Hove Manor, 1716 ; 

a quo TBEDOBOPT of HOBSHAM. 



William S., 

bapt. at Stanmer, 

1719. 



Henry S., 

bapt. at Stanmer, 

1724. 



the 



Catherine^ 
bapt. at Stanmer, 
1716. 



Eranoes, 
bapt. at Stanmer, 
1726. 



Lnthony DiokinB, 
Ssq., ba. at Broadwater, 
9. Worcester, 1784. 



Elizabeth; 

la. of John Derail, 

of London, Esq. 



' William Diokins 
^ , . , da. of — Ben- 
nett, of Thorpe, oo. 
Surrey, Esq. V^ 



Lady FraDces-Elizabeth 
Compton, da. of Charles, 
»t Marqms of Northampton. 



*Thos. Dickins= 
Louisa, d. of - Hinde, 
of Langham Park, oo. 

Essex, Esq. 8.F, 



^ Sarah ;= T. Sawyer, 

of Hey wood Lodlge, 

oo. Berks, Esq. 
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II. &txajit of QEitibtiean^ 
in 5Patdjam, r 



Seepage 14, down to HicAard, 

BICHABD SCBAS,^ 
ofW. BlatchingtoiL I 



I 
JOHN SOBAS, Oent., of West BlAtohinfftoxL _PhOippe. 
WiU dated 1712 { prored 1716. I 



WILLIAM SOBASB, 
eldest BQn. See page 14. 

VJ/ 

Charles Scnse^ Heniy Sorase, Gknt., of 
of Standean, in Withdean, in Patoham. 
DitchUne ; ezor. WiU 1728-1728 : 
to his lather. mar. license dated 1706. 

(Lewes.) 



Maiy ; da. of . . . Uamshar, of Barbara^ John 

Preston. Sold lands, after de- Gold, of Balsdean, 

cease of her husband, to his in Bottingdesn. 

Unde, Bichard Sorase, of \^ 
Hurst, formerly of Pangdean. 



-=,Biohard 1 



Mary ; John Sorase, of Anna Kemp, of == Biphard Sorase, s=Susannah Webb, 

bo. 1708, Patoham ; bo.l7ll, Oringdean, 1st w. ; of Withdean ; of Preston ; 

ba.l780. ba. 1780; mar. ma. at Hoto, 174 6 bom 1714, mar. at 

Martha Boberts, bu. at Patcham, bapt. 1780 ; Patoham, 

but died iSr.P. 1764. died 1790. 1768. 



Bichd. 

S.; 

bapt. 

1748. 

Mary; 

died 

inf. 

1760. 



Charles - 
Scrase, 
of Ditoh- 

ling; 
baptized 

1764. 



Sarah Anna Kemp S. ; Barbara ; 

Pink, bom 1747; ob. 1834, 

of ob. 1886 ; »t. 86 ; 

Lon- =StephenByn«^ =Wm- 

don. Gent., Holling- 

of dale, 

Saddlescomb. of 

\J/ Plump- 
ton. 



William 

Sorase; 

bo. 1716, 

ba.1780. 



Susannah; 

ob. 1846, 

»t. 90; 

= John 

Merchant, 

of 
Perching, 

in 
Edburton. 




John 

of 
Boreham, 

in 
Wartling; 
bom 1769; 
died 1830. 



Sarahj 
da. of 
John 

Gorringe^ 
of 

Kingston 
Buci, 
Gent. 



Anni^ 
Kemp. 

Charles 
S. 



John = Elisabeth, 
Scrase, da. of 
of 



Ditchling. 
8. P. 



Harry 
Attree^ 

of 
Ditoh- 

ling. 



William 
Scrase^ 

of 

Friston 

Place: 

Wt. 1866. 



Sarah, 
da. of 
Jolm 
Merchant, 

of 
Perching. 



I I 

Mary Bichard 

S. Scrase, 

of 

East 

Dean: 

died 

1864. 



Emma, 

da. of 

• . . • . 

Wood- 

hams, 

of 

Lnlling- 

ton. 



I 



Jane^ 

mar. 

Bichard 

Marohant, 

of 
Perching. 



Jonn 

Scrase, 

only 

Son. 



Sarsh Isabella Harriette S. ; 
S. S. = William 

Newland, of 
Broadwater. 



Ehaa 
S. 



Emma 
JaneS. 



Fanny 
S. 



Katherine 
S. 



0)01 



I 



Elisabeth; Edward S., S 
mar. of Laughton. 

W. Pennmgton. 1866. 8.P, 



I 



.h. Penning- Sophia Thomas HeniyS.; HeniyS.; 
ton S. ; mar. S. ; ob. in ob. ob. 

ob. 1846. S. Payne. Amerioa. yomag. yonng. 



THE FAMILY OP SCRASE. 
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son of Tuppin Scras^ Gent. 



CHAR] 



^LES 
SCRASS. 



Susannah ; 

=Danl. Beard, of 

Rottingdean. 



i 

RICHARD SCRASE, Qent., late of Pangdean, in Pjecombe ; 
afterwards of Hurst Pierpoint. Will 1780-1783. ~ 



Heniy 

Scrase; 

bom 1722, 

ht^ 1730. 



Maiy ; da. and heiress, 

mar. at dayton, 1705, to 

Richard Whitpayne, 

of Hurst-Pierpomt. 



« 1 

Barbara: 

bom 1710, 

bapt. 1730; 
^— Wm. Rogers, 
of Patcham, Gnt. of Ditchling, Gtont. 



Susannah ; 
bo.l717,ba.l730; 
ma. at Newtimber, 
1746, to Jo. Attree, 



I 



Richard Whitpayne, to whom his 
grandfather. Rich. Sense, bequeathed 
his Manor of Pakyns, in Hurst-Pier- 
point ; remainder to his younger bro- 
thers ; remainder to the Sorase family. 



WilLun: 
Scrase, 

of 

With- 

dean 

and Al- 

bournes 

bom 

1763; 

ob. 1827. 



: Mary ; Edward Thomas : 

da. of Scrase, of Scrase, 

John Broyle of 

Borrer, Place, in Pat«ham; 

of Ringmer; bo. 1771 ; 

Ditch- bo. 1 766 ; ob. 1855. 
ling. ob. 1823. 
&»(A.) 
helow. 



I 
Isabdla; 

== John 

BeUingham, 

of Rye, 

Banker. 



:Philadel- 

Shia; 
a. of 

Fam- 

comb, of 

Blatch- 

ington. 



I 
Jane; 

ob. 

1844, 

et.88. 



Katherine; 

bo. 1762 ; 

mar. H. 

Paokham, 

of 
Lindfield. 



I 



I 



Isabella; 
bo. 1768 ; 


Sarah; 
bo. 1769 ; 


mar. 
Charles 

Saxby, 

of 

Rodmill. 


mar. 

Richard 

Saiby, 

of 
West. 



y 



Philadelphia^^William Tanner, 
of Patcham, Esq. 



Francis 

Sorase, of 

Ditchling ; 

=France8, da. 

ofTho.Turner, 

of Old Land, 

in Keymer, 

8, P. 1855. 



Wil 



lam 



Scrase, 
^ Sarsb, 

da. of 
, . Coppard. 



Mary, 
married 
T. Best, 

of 
Brighton. 



Sarah-Louisa, 

married 
H. Bridger, 

Esq., of 
Buckenham, 

in Old 
Shoreham. 



Dean. 



Susannah, 

married 

H.Willington, 

of 

London. 



Richard 
Scrase. 



I 

Anne- 
ElisaS. 



Elizabeth, da. of 

. . • Gk>rringe, 

of 1st wife. 



(A.) 

Edward Scrase, 

of 

Broyle. 



Sarah, da. of Tray ton 

Payne, of Lewes. 

2nd wife. 



I I 

Gtoorge Sorase, Henry S., of South- 

of Lewes, Sur- ampton ;=iElis. 

geoD,=C]ara, Worcester, of Long 

da. of Buckby, oo. 

JohnHillman. Northampton. 



I I ' ' «• 

Tray- Samuel Edwin Amelia. Har- 
tonS. S. S. net) 

mar. 

Peter 

Pagden. 



Sarah. Louisa. 
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ON THE 

BRASS OF JOHN WYBARNE, A.D. 1490, LATELY 
DISCOVERED IN TICEHURST CHURCH ; 

WITH SOME ACCOUNT OP HIS FAMILY AND OF THE CHURCH. 
BY THE REV. CHARLES GAUNT, ISFIELD. 



An interesting Brass was brought to light on June 11, 1855, 
in consequence of the repairs and restoration of the rectorial 
chancel of Ticehurst Church, by the Rev. J. Constable, as 
lessee under the Dean and Chapter of Canterbury, and has 
revived the name of a family once of consequence in that parish, 
long extinct there, although perhaps represented by those who 
still bear the same name in humbler sphere in the bordering 
county. 

Judging from the very decayed state of the floor of the 
chancel on its removal, and the date of the last monumental 
slab found by the side of it being 1710, the brass now dis- 
covered must probably have been concealed for considerably 
above a century. It represents, or is meant to represent, the 
figure of John Wybame Armiger, who died February 1 ft, in 
the 5th year of Henry VII. a.d. 1490 ; and, undoubtedly, it 
represents his two wives, Edith and Agnes, whose very dispro- 
portionate heights may be accounted for by the width of the slab 
on which the three figures are placed, being only 2 ft. 8 in., so 
that had the ladies been represented of a stature in proportion 
to the male figure, they would have looked like May-poles. 

A brass escutcheon, heater-shaped (as are those in and 
about the porch), is gone from its stone matrix ; above the 
knight's helmet, so that no heraldic bearings remain ; and the 
slab has been for a long time, probably previous to or at the 
time of laying the old floor, broken asunder, as weU as the 
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18 BRASS OF JOHN WYBARNE, 

tallei brass of the three, otherwise they are all in a good state 
of preservation. The inscription is as follows : — 

.... Orate pro Aiabus JotLis Wybame Armigi Edithe et 
Agnetis Consortu suarum qui quidem Joties obiit sexto decimo 
die Februarii Anno Bigni Regis Heurici Septimi quinto^ 
quorum Aiabus propicietur deus AmS. 

The knight, or rather esquire (be he who he may), appears 
in the mixed armour of the Camail period, which Mr. Boutell 
confines to no later period than 1409 ; and this brass does not 
certainly bear any very marked resemblance to any one of a 
later period than 1417 or 1424 — upwards of seventy years 
previous to Wybame's death. 

There is a very slight variation, but no discrepancy with the 
fashion of that period, in the dress of the two ladies. Their 
head-dress isthat generally worn in the latter partof Henry VIl's 
and the early part of Henry VIlFs reign, and resembles the 
head-dress attributed to EUzabeth of York, Queen of Henry VII. 
They have each cuffs turned over, slightly worked or of fur : the 
principal difference is in the patterns of the waist cinctures, or 
sashes (to use a modern term), and their long pendent single 
ends, which are fastened to the shoi-t but broader end by an 
open clasp or buckle, showing the under pattern crossing. 

It will however, of course, even on a cursory view, be seen 
that there is a great discrepancy between the date of John 
Wybame's death and the character of the armour worn by 
the knight. No explanation can be given which shall clear 
away all objections that have been raised against its being a 
brass made after 1490 ; but we may give to a party suspected 
of the surreptitious usurpation of a by-gone monument, the 
benefit of any plausible conjectures ; as, that the brass being 
apparently the almost exact copy of a neighbouring one of an 
older date, it might have been intended to represent John 
Wybame in a knightly dress not quite obsolete in his earliest 
days, which he might have wom as a stripling, and still 
regarded as the type of early prowess ; for we must bear in 
mind that we have no record of his age at bis death, and, for 
aught we know, he might have numbered a century of years, 
so that in 1410 he would have been twenty years of age; but, 
setting aside such a possibihty, he might have possessed his 
father's or elder brother's (the Rhodian Knight) camail, and 
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have worn it, as not quite out of fashion in all its characteris- 
tics, and therefore it xnight have been chosen as his costume 
for ennobling his memory. 

Now, Mrs. Agnes Wybame, the surviving wife and execu- 
trix of John Wybame, or rather her executors, must stand 
rasponsible for this monumental record ; and they have been 
supposed by some to have appropriated the figure of some 
deceased knight, and placed by his side the disproportionate 
figures of his two wives, with an inscription peculiar to that 
period, imploring for mercy and pardon, which such sacrilege 
would have rendered particularly necessary for themselves. 

As the will of the fair Agnes, desiring a stone to be bought 
for her husband's grave, is dated twelve years after his death, 
it seems certain that no such monument had been so placed up 
to that time; and we must therefore charge her unscrupulous 
or thrifty executors with the vanity of representing the deceased 
head of the family as a knight of very olden time : or indeed 
our hero himself might not have been free from this infirmity of 
the love of monumental glory, and, being ambitious that pos- 
terity should look upon him as a very ancient hero of bygone 
and stirring times, he might on the loss of his first wife Edith, 
the partner of his chivalrous days, have himself selected and 
caused to be executed this and his first wife's brass. To prove 
that brasses did not always synchronize in their costume with 
the date of the decease, the 'brass at Wotton-under-Edge 
shows Thomas Lord Berkeley to be more in the armour of 
the period of its sculpture, viz. 1392, than that which was 
coming into use some time before his death in 1417,^ which 
may be evident by comparing it with that of Sir John Hard- 
resham in Lingfield Church. We are told also^ that both 
the figure of Lord Berkeley and Margaret his Lady were 
probably engraved at the death of Lady Berkeley in 1392. 
And this is not a singular case of a premature preparation of 
a brass, which might be as a memento mori ; for Sir John de 
Cobham, who died in 1407, had his brass laid down about 
1367, about forty years before his death ; 

Hos egomet versus posui mihi samis, ut esset 
Hinc prsevisa mihi mortis imago mese. 

' Plate annour oommenoed about 1407. ' By Mr. BoutcU, vol. i, p. 56. 
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If we nail the Ticehurst brass down to the procrustean date 
to which its armour is strictly appropriate, we must assign it 
to an era coeval, if not prior, to the age of the chancel itself, 
which is in an early, but not the very earliest, character of the 
Perpendicular style ; but if we will rather take the trouble of 
comparing it with several brasses of various dates, we may 
suppose it to have been chosen from some capriciousness of 
taste or other reason, as not being in all respects outrageously 
at variance with the innovations of armour that had been in- 
troduced, and which an engraver might consider as a degene- 
rate type of antiquity too modem for him to copy, observing, 
as he would, that the armour of the fifteenth century presented 
many more minute and fanciful changes than that of any other 
period. It certainly is not, however, an uncommon case that 
a brass should be appropriated ; for there is an instance at 
Laughton, in Lincolnshire, of a knight's brass of 1405 being 
adopted by the Dalisons in a.d. 1543. 

Sir Humphrey Stanley, a.d. 1506, in Westminster Abbey, 
wears mail and round sollerets, characters of two distinct 
periods. And though an insignificant or capricious mark to 
designate the actual time of a brass being worked and dedi- 
cated to the memory of its subject, yet the introduction of 
flowers and grass as a ground, instead of an animal, on which 
the feet rested, became more general after a.d. 1450, and, as 
being more easily cut than an animal, was adopted and appears 
as the principal difference in the two brasses of Wybarne 
at Ticehurst, and the Echingham brass, which might very 
naturally have served as a pattern. The inference, which will 
strike a casual observer in seeing the Wybarne brass, as ably 
delineated by Mr. Utting, by the side of that of Sir William 
de Echingham of a.d. 1387, as it is accurately restored in 
Boutell's Monumental Brasses^ by the supply of a pointed 
bascinet, &c., may be not an improbable one ; and it need not 
be any great stretch of credulity to suppose that the artist, 
employed to engrave the figure of Wybarne as a knight of 
the fifteenth century, selected as his type that of a knight in 
the church of the neighbouring parish, whose style of armour 
being continued from the fourteenth far into the fifteenth 
century, with more or less variation, he might consider quite 
appropriate enough. 



LATELY DISCOVERED IN TICEHURST CHURCH. 21 

On the whole, in order to elucidate an interesting point of 
local chronology, though without positive evidence, we may hope 
that our Ticehurst Brass was not surreptitiously usurped by 
some robber of tombs. Agnes Wybarne does not (as was 
usual) give any directions in her will for providing any brasses, 
but, as will be presently seen from the will itself, enjoins " her 
executors to bye a convenient stone to lay upon her husband's 
grave and myne in the chancel of Tyseherst." At whatever 
period, therefore, this brass was executed, it may have been 
copied by the artist, under the direction of some one of the 
family, from the figure in the neighbouring church of Eching- 
ham ; and it is not very dissimilar to Sir William Fienley's 
brass at Hurstmonceux, and well calculated to represent to 
the then widowed, and, let us hope, now exculpated, Agnes 
Wybarne, the best heau ideal she had seen of a gallant knight 
in days of yore. 

The lady's character would also be saved by another sup- 
position, which might be suggested by the words of her will, 
— that no " convenient stone " had been in fact laid on her 
husband's grave until after her death. 

To pass from this discussion, it may be more generally 
interesting to trace, as far as may be from slight records, the 
connection between the locality of Ticehurst and the persons 
who in life wore the antique costume we have been consider- 
ing, and whose remains still rest in the chancel of the parish 
church. 

The principal information has been derived from the kind- 
ness of the Somerset Herald, William Courthope, Esq., and 
may be best conveyed in the very words of his letters, begin- 
ning with one to G. C. Courthope, Esq., of Whiligh : — 

College of Arma, June 18, 1855. 

My dear Sir, — I can now give you some insight to the his- 
tory of John Wybarne, whose monumental remains you have 
discovered. He was the son of John Wybarne, of Hawkwell 
in Pembury, county Kent, and the brother of Sir Nicholas 
Wybarne, a knight of Rhodes. He was probably the only 
one of his family (in direct line of descent) who died at Tice- 
hurst. He was possessed of considerable property in the parish, 
the principal of which was Mapesden; and he died in 1489 or 
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about that time, whilst he was building a house adjoining to 
the church. In this house he directed that a priest should have 
a free lodging, provided he sang a " De profundis " for his 
soul every night before he went to bed ; and he was a bene- 
factor to the church, not only in money left for its repau's, 
but in directing obits, &c., for the welfare of his soul. He 
had two wives : Edith, near to whom he directed to be buried; 
and Agnes, who survived him. He had a numerous family ; 
but his son and heir left Ticehurst and went to live at 
Bayham, and his descendants afterwards settled at Bayhall in 
Pembury. Amongst the estates of this John Wybarne were 
lands at Buckling-hill in Wadhurst, which were sold by his 
great-grandsons, and eventually came into the possession of 
your family, and the title-deeds of which are amongst those I 
arranged for your father. The only temporary residence of 
the family in the parish, accounts for the name "being so little 
known; but there is not the smallest chance of his having had 
anything to do with the founding of the church, which was 
long before his time. He was a great benefactor to it, and no 
more. I shall be glad to have a rubbing of the brass, or copy 
of the inscription, if your local antiquaries can decipher it. 
One of his two wives was a Miss Hide ; and he had a brother 
or son Anthony (a man of less note), who died at Ticehurst in 
1 52S, making his will on the day of the Seven Sleepers in 
that year, and providing also handsomely for the welfare of 
his soul. 

Believe me, &c., 

William Courthope, 
Somerset. 

Subsequently to this letter, I have been favoured with an- 
other, dated July 6, from the Somerset Herald, saying that 
" he wished he had imparted more, for the man's will is a 
most curious document, and he was the last of his line who 
adhered to the ancient faith. His son's will is Protestant, and 
not half so interesting to an antiquary." And he adds, " My 
impression is, that the family fell into obscurity about the 
beginning of the seventeenth century, and the descendants of 
our John are probably to be found amongst the labouring men 
of Pepin j/bury {Pembury) or the neighbourhood." 
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The following letter from the same gentleman to uie will 
give some further account of John Wybame, and introduce his 
genealogy : — 

College of AriM^ Sept. 14, 1855. 

Mt deae Sie, — I am sorry I can send you so little in 
regard to Wybarne, and I can tell nothing more about Sir 
Nicholas. There does not appear to be either will or inqui- 
sition for him ; nor do I find him named in the History of tie 
Knights of Malta^ although there is one which purports to give 
all the names of the members. 

Agnes, the second wife and widow of John Wybarne, was 
the individual to whom w6 are indebted for the monument in 
Ticehurst chancel. She directs "her exors to bye a con- 
venient stone to laye upon my husband John Wybarne's 
grave, and myne, in the chancel of Tyseherst." 

She directs to be buried there, before the image of our 
Lady, and to the " dayes of her owteburying and monthes- 
day," she gives 20 marks, " that is to say (for) a prest's sing- 
ing, and in almes to poor people." She also gives " ij lb. of 
wax tapers to brenne before my herse, and after to be left to 
brenne afore the sacrament, and another afore the high 
crucifix ; the residue afore our blessed Lady." She gives her 
son Nicholas " a gowne of crymsyn that was her fader*s, and 
furred with martins, two grete brasse pots that were his 
faders, and a cheyne of golde, to the entent he should give 
40«. towards buying a suit of vestments." She gives " Agnes 
Shoswell, her goddaur, a gowne furred with white minever, 
and a litill gilt girdill." 

She also directs that an honest priest should sing 2^ years 
at Tyseherst for her soul, the souls of her two husbands, &c. 

In answer to another part of your letter (respecting the 
existence of an old house near the church), I have no informa- 
tion touching the removal of this house. 

I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

William Couethopb, 
To Rev. C. Gaunt. Somerset. 
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In addition to these particulars, the name of " Wybarne " 
occurs in several deeds belonging to G. C. Courthope, Esq., 
relative to his property in Wadhurst and Ticehurst ; and from 
the Caialoffue of the Charters, arranged by Mr. William 
Courthope, it appears that — 

{John Levysbothe of Wadhurst (who was probably the son 
or grandson of Joan, who in 1471 is named as widow of 
John Levyshothe of Marden) grants an annuity to John 
Wybarne of Pepingbuzy. 

A.D. 1571, f A William Wybarne receives a deed of sale from a William 
Mar. 1. ( Upton, who is named in 

Nov 13 / ^ Decree of Chancery. 

!John Wybarne of Pepingbury, co. of Kent, Gent., grants 
to his two sons Edward and George an annuity of £0. 13^. 4r/. 
issuing out of a tenement and lands at Buckling-hill, in Wad- 
hurst. 

A.D. 1598, C William Wybarne of Bayhall, in Pepingbury, Gent., sells 
Dec. 14. ( property in Wadhurst. 



A D 1601 ( William Wybarne of Bayhall, and Edward Wybarne of 
Mav 1 ' I -^^^^^> ^CQ^'f ^6 joined in suffering a recovery and fine 
^ ' ( for their estate in Wadhurst as above." 



The following has been communicated to me by Mr. Nor- 
wood, of Willesborough : — 

Philipott, under Orpington, says, " Crojton, once a place of much grandeur 

1659 ^^^ populacy, is still a manour, which it had anciently when it was 

the inheritance of JFiboum, a family, in elder times, of high esteem. 

1300. Balph de Wibounie held lands in several places in Kent (as by deeds 

then in possession of Wiboume of Halkwell), temp. Edward 1. 
1347. And in 20th Edward III, John de Wyboumepaid aid for several 
lands at the making of the Black Prince, Knight. They relin- 
quished the property of Crofton in the end of Edward III, by sale, to Sir 
Kobert Belknap. 

"1525. Halkwell was granted to John Wyboume, who was seated at 

b^i^t^ Culverden (in Pembury), whither the family arrived from Crofton, 

date. in Orpington; from him descended Benjamin Wyboum, who 

See Gtiutdogy. married Blanch, daughter of Sir John Philipott, of Southampton, 

and died about 1650. 

"lR4ft Heniy VIII granted Bayhall in Pembury, or Pepinbury, to 
* William Wvbum, living then at Culverden, who sold it to Thomas 
Sackville, Lord Buckhurst (and it was probably Edward, fourth Earl of 
Dorset, who sold it to Kobert Amherst, Esq.). 

VTII. 4 
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'< The Wybourae property descended to the two daughters of John Wy bourne, 
who married R. Berkley and P. Jones. 

•• Harris, p. 236, and Hasted, under Orpington and Pembury, copy from 
Philipott ; but neither gives any account of the family after the decease of 
Blanch, widow of Benjamin. He evidently died 8. P., as his widow inherited 
his property." 

Hasted mentions a family of Wybome to have lived or 
held lands in several parishes in Hast Kent, '' and if they 
were descendants of those inquired about/' Mr. Norwood 
says, " it is likely I was acquainted with the last male repre* 
sentative who lived in this parish, Willesborough, forty years 
ago, and died unmarried ; as also a brother. Their names 
were John and William Wybom." 

From subsequent inquiry, and information kindly suppUed 
by B. Husey Hunt, Esq., it appears that in the 14th year of 
Henry VH, the heirs of one Wybame held of the manor of 
Hammerden, of which Mr. Courthope is now lord, certain 
lands called Wytherenden; and that, in the 27th year of 
Elizabeth, John Wybourne, Esq. held lands of the same 
manor. I also find, from an old survey supposed to have been 
made about the year 1611, that Edward Wybame held lands 
called the Church Fields and Stumblett. Mr. Hunt adds, 
that in the time of Elizabeth, although there was generally a 
large attendance of the tenants of the manor at the court, yet 
that the Wybarne of that day did not attend, and that occa- 
sionally the presence of others of the family is noticed ; from 
which it may be inferred that the family was probably then 
one holding a considerable position. 

From a rental of Sir Henry Sidney's property, tempore 
Queen Elizabeth, in the possession of Mr. M. A. Lower, the 
following extracts have been kindly supplied to me, and they 
contribute a few more particulars of John Wybame's territo- 
rial connection with Sussex, about a.d. 1580 : — 



" John Wybame, Esquire, holdyth ffrelye one T ... .. • r , - 
messuage one bame one mylhouse and certain lands J ^^ It^^h i 'd^ 
called Graylings contg. by estimaidn one hundred ) |. it j ^ •/ 
acres in Tysehurste and paith pr annum. t services. 

The same John Wybanie holdyth ffrelye certain py*- J"i^; (^?j,^^' 
lands caUed Pycotts in Tyseherst contg. by esti-^ ^'^ '^>*^ '^J'^^.^^^ 
maion L. acres and paith pr annum. 1 aU services savmg 

*^ *^ V.for escuagedue. 

Both are in theBorowe of Uothlygh paoel of the manor of Robertsbridge)." 
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It will be remembered, that it is stated that John Wybarne 
died in 1490, " whilst he was building a house adjoining to 
the church,'' and that in this house he directed that a priest 
should have a free lodging, provided he sang a "De pro- 
fundis for his soul every night before he went to bed." 
Now, it may be a subject of curiosity to an archaeologist, and 
not devoid of interest to the good folks of Ticehurst, to specu- 
late on the very building which John Wybarne directed, three 
months before his death, to be built as a lodging for a priest, 
being still in existence. 

Inquiry, as well as inspection, has been made, as to any 
remains of a building near the church. The only marks, and 
they are very slight, of there having been any foundations of a 
building near, but detached from the church itself, are in the 
field on the east of the churchyard, between the wall and a 
pond. Nor are there any breaks or projections whatever in 
the walls of the church, showing any junction with the church 
masonry, except that to which may be very plausibly assigned 
the priest's house or lodging, erected, or that was being erected, 
by John Wybarne at his death. As we know the building 
did exist, if the present hypothesis is rejected, we shall be at a 
loss to account for its entire disappearance, unless the former 
parsonage be considered to be the work in question of John 
Wybarne ; and that could scarcely be described as adjoining 
the church, or a very convenient lodging for a priest whose 
duty it was to say nightly mass. 

If we refer to the Glossary of Architecture, under the title 
of Parvise (by some considered as a corruption of the word 
Paradise), we shall find it sometimes denoting a room over a 
church porch, used as a school or library, or perhaps a room 
for the muniments, plate, and vestments of the church. In 
the example before us, the parvis was secured by iron bars, 
and an oak door, 3^ inches thick, with a very large old 
double-bolted lock. Sometimes it served as a dwelling-room. 

Now, there is nothing inconsistent in supposing that John 
Wybarne built the present north porch of the church of 
Ticehurst, for the character of its architecture is in keeping 
with the period when he might have erected it, and in identi- 
fying it with the house he had in hand at his death. It is 
adjoining to the church. It is about 10 feet square, and a 
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little over, and about 8 feet high ; and has still the marks of 
stairs and doorway of entrance into the church itself^ thus 
affording, from the priest's lodging, the most easy access for 
him to the altar, for the purpose of saying masses for its 
founder's soul, either at all hours of the night, or, as was 
specially directed, before he went to bed in this very conve- 
nient dormitory. He would not require an altar and its 
accompanying piscina in this room, for he could easUy resort 
to them in the church. 

There is an open window, at present with iron grating before 
it, but at that time it might have been glazed. Immediately 
below its sill, and resting on the point of the doorway arch, is 
a semi-hexagonal niche of the date of Henry YH, which seems 
to have been an insertion, as the upper string-course moulding 
is apparently interrupted. The whole porch however, inde- 
pendent of its supposed connection with John Wybame and 
his priest of the then dominant faith, is a very good specimen 
of a parvise and niche in its architectuitd character ; and it 
cannot be better appropriated, after its intended reparation, 
than as a vestry for the use of a priest of the reformed 
church. 

Allusion was made to John Wybame's not having been 
instrumental in founding the church of Ticehurst, and indeed 
its general architectural style stamps it with a date somewhat 
previous to his age, but we are told he was a great benefactor 
to the church, and he might have contributed largely, if not 
entirely, to the adorning of it with stained glass, of which so 
many goodly specimens remain, both in the great chancel 
windows as well as in those of the Whiligh and Pashley 
chancels, and which, by the kind permission of Mr. Courthope 
and Mr. Wetherell, will be concentrated and arranged by 
Messrs. PoweU, in the large east window. There are some 
grounds for giving our John the credit of this exquisite adorn- 
ment of the church, so beautiful even in its shattered state, by 
the appearance in a coloured roundel of the letter W,applicable, 
it is true, as an initial of William Warham, Archbishop of 
Canterbury at that period. The arms of William de Eching- 
ham also appear in this window as well as on the centre boss 
of the groin of the vaulting of the porch; and these arms might 
have been (as was not unusual) derived from some of the 
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knights of Echingbam to Wybame, under whom he held in 
fee" perhaps ; and not have been the sole bearing of William 
de Echingham, whose date of 1387 will not synchronize with 
the windows. 

Of the Stained Glass remaining, a very short and incomplete 
notice may suffice. 

A Virgin and two Children as one subject — another virgin 
holding a palm-branch or sceptre, over which is a figure pray- 
ing at an altar. Two angels, the ruby and azure of whose 
wings are most striking. The first person in the Trinity ap- 
pears holding a globe, and a very fine old head below it ; but 
the two angels holding chains, and tossing over their shoulders 
thuribles, are perfect. A hand grasping a very beautiful 
crosier is all that remains of a mitred figure. One label 
bears the name of (!B}eftiel H^XO; which are the only old 
English letters remaining to be noticed. There is also 
St. Christopher bearing Christ. A double triangle, emblem 
of the Trinity, and several perfect canopies, as well as frag- 
ments of various borders, &c., will fully repay a careful 
examination. We cannot however quit our imperfect 
description of this stained glass without noticing an almost 
uninjured and most singular delineation of a subject, in 
which appears two fiends, one drawing and the other push- 
ing into a large caldron, suspended amidst the flames of 
purgatory, several souls in a waggon or car ; and amongst 
these figures, which are ten in number, may be seen the Pope 
with his triple crown, a king crowned, and a mitred bishop. 
Such a subject might lead us to suppose that the Papacy was 
here prematurely aimed at ; but this was not an uncommon 
mode of depicting the judgment-day and its results ; and that 
the day of judgment was here intended to be set forth as a 
warning both to priest and people, appears clearly from the 
almost perfect figure of an avenging angel bearing a pointed 
sword reversed upon the shoulder, a very exquisitely drawn 
and symmetrical figure, as is also that of other angels blowing 
trumpets, to which may be added, as types of the last awful 
day, several single figures rising from their tombs. 

These fragments of stained glass appear to be of the time 
of Henry V, or the early part of the reign of Henry VI. 
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The same old floor in the chancel concealed, together with 
Wybarne's slab, two other monumental slabs, all which will be 
replaced and in sight. 

On the smallest slab, which is 2 ft. 2 in. by 1 ft. 3 in., is the 
following inscription : — 

" Here resteth the body of Robert Coles, son of Dr. Gilbert Coles and 
Maiy his wife, who departed this life the 14th of September 1697, aged 
25 years." 

On the other, which is a very large slab — 6 ft. 6 in. by 
3 ft. 4 in., is the following inscription : — 

" Here lys the body of Mary, Relict of Myles Edgar, Gentleman, 
Daughter of Thomas Woodcock of Newtimber. She died 7 July 1710 
in the 87th year of her age. 

** The above named Myles Edgar and also her former husband William 
Uartridge, Gent, of ys Parish, lys both interred likewise in ys Chancell." 

A square-shaped squint, or hagioscope, opening from the 
Pashley or southern chancel into the great chancel, was also 
laid open to view at the same time with the above ; together 
with a very elegant small piscina having a trefoil head. 

Much more might be added on the architectural beauties of 
the Church of Ticehurst, which stands on a spot commanding 
a most enchanting prospect. It may be satisfactory also to 
learn that a church so deserving of admiration is shortly to 
be restored in unison with the great chancel; but the pecu- 
liar character of the clerestory windows will not only attract 
the scrutinizing observation of the archaeologist as to their 
precise original form, but they will require and, we hope, 
receive the care of the architect (Mr. Slater) and masons to 
restore them correctly, and render this church as good an 
example of the Perpendicular style as any in this district. 



ON SEDGWICK CASTLE. 

BY THE REV. EDWARD TURNER. 



BSAS AT HOBBHAIC, JTJLT 12, 1855. 



This Castle was situated about two miles and a half from 
Horsham, eastward, in that detached part of the parish of 
Broadwater which lies between Horsham and Nuthurst. It 
was one of those minor castellated buildings, the small dimen- 
sions of which would seem to imply that they could not have 
been the principal residences of their owners, but occasional 
places of resort only. Of these smaller castles, the remains 
of several interesting examples are to be found in this county, 
and the sites of others may be traced ; the early history and 
subsequent descent of which, for want of that free access to 
public records and documents which we of the present day 
happily possess, have been heretofore involvea in great 
obscurity and doubt. Our county historians have enlight- 
ened us but little on these points. The conclusion they seem 
to have arrived at, from an investigation of their general fea- 
tures and character, and from the occasional notices which 
they met with of them, is, that they were the original resi- 
dences of the Norman barons ; and that, as they obtained 
greater possessions and larger castles, these smaller ones were 
abandoned and suffered to go to decay. Altogether disre- 
garding the fact, that upon these lordships — at all events, 
upon those of Pevensey and Bramber and Arundel, if not 
upon all — the barons, to whom they were assigned after the 
Conquest, found castles upon them already erected for their 
use, which they proceeded at once to occupy ; and that these 
minor castles are for the most part, as far as we have a know- 
ledge of their history, of a somewhat later date than the 
castles by which they are supposed to have been superseded. 
That some of these castles were used as hunting seats by the 
lords of the baronial castles to which they were known to have 
been appendant, there can, I think, be no doubt. These 
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baronial residences being situated in the southern portion of 
the county, and the manors attached to them running for 
many miles in a northerly direction, they would, as men 
devoted to the chase, naturally provide themselves with resi- 
dences in distant manors, to enable them to pursue with 
greater facility their favourite pastime. Such, doubtless, was 
Verdley Castle, the ruins of which are still to be seen in a 
wood in the parish of Fernherst. Camden, speaking of the 
remote situation of this castle in his day, says of it, that it 
was " known only to those that hunt the marten cat." The 
Earls of Arundel had their hunting-seats in the extensive 
forest tracts of Stanstead and Charlton. And that the castle 
of Knepp also is to be regarded in the same light, the large 
sporting establishment of men and dogs shown, by the docu- 
ments relating to this castle published in the third volume of 
our Collections, to have been kept up here in the time of King 
John, sufficiently testify. They prove it to have been used as 
a hunting-seat by the Braose family, the lords of the castle of 
Bramber, to which it was appendant. The barons of Pevensey 
had their hunting-seats at Hartfield and Maresfield. For 
though no ruins exist in either of these locaUties similar to 
those which are to be seen at Verdley and Knepp, there is a 
field to the north of the village of Hartfield called " the Castle 
Field," the unevenness of the surface of which, and a large 
mound standing about the centre of it, clearly show that a 
small castle once stood on this spot, the foundations of which 
might possibly, if searched for, still be discovered beneath the 
surface. With regard to the hunting-seat in Maresfield, traces 
of it may still be seen in what is now a wooded tract of 
Ashdown Forest called " the Vetchery." That this was the 
occasional residence of royalty, " the Chase of Ashdon " or, 
as it was called after it was enclosed by John-a- Gaunt, " Lan- 
caster Great Park," being a favourite royal sporting district, 
we have documentary evidence ^ to prove. Edward II con- 
cludes a deed, " diversas concessiones abbati et canonicis de 
Begeham " (Bayham Abbey) " factas confirmans," as follows : 
'' Data per manum nostram apud Marsfield ; " and a writ 
issued by the same king, requiring the mayor and bailiffs of 
Winchelsea to search their ports for suspected persons, is also 

1 Monast. Angl, vol. vi, part 2, p. 914; Pat. 6 Edw. Ill, p. 230. 
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dated Marsfield.^ The former of these deeds is dated the 
23rd and the latter the 24th of September 1326. I have met 
too with charters of Edward III, dated from the same place. 
King John^is said to have made this hunting-seat a frequent 
place of residence. To it was attached a free chapel, an 
account of which will be found among the Notes and Queries 
at the end of volume. 

From the circumstance, that these minor castles were all of 
them moated, some with a single, this of Sedgwick with a 
double fosse, it has been farther inferred, that they were 
built with some reference to the personal security of their 
owners in times of danger. As the baronial residences, to 
which they were for the most part appendant, were situated 
near to the sea, which circumstance would render them liable 
to be attacked in case of foreign invasion, these minor castles 
would be safe places to retire to, during these or any similiar 
times of hostile emergency, situated as they were in remote 
parts of a vast trackless forest. 

But, to come to the more immediate subject of my present 
memoir. The castle of Sedgwick differs in this material respect 
from the other minor castles of Sussex, that it was not, as far 
as I have been able to discover, originally appendant to any 
other castle, but an entirely independent residence. For rather 
more than two centuries and a half after the Norman conquest, 
it appears to have belonged to a family known bv the some- 
what opprobrious title of "le Salvage," " Salvagius, ' or in plain 
English, " the savage," a title probably derived from the wild 
and erratic, not to say ferocious, dispositions and habits of 
him to whom it was first assigned. The term Salvagius is not 
to be found in any classic writer that I am acquainted with ; 
nor does Ainsworth condescend to notice it. For its meaning 
I am indebted to the charter rolls of the 1st of John, where 
a wild cat is called " Salvagius Catus." And this is the only 
instance of its use that I have met with, except as ignobly 
connected with these Sedgwick lords. 

But from whatever cause this family obtained this unen- 
viable designation, they were the early lords of Broadwater ; 
and appear to have had considerable possessions in the rape 
of Bramber. The Robert of Domesday, who is represented 

« Rymer'8 Feed., yol. xi, p. 642 ; Coopci'B Winchelsea, p. 66. 
VIIT. 5 
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as holding Broadwater and Ordinges (Worthing), was, there 
can be little doubt, Robert le Savage ; and it is equally pro- 
bable that the same Robert is alluded to as holding Lancing 
and Ashington of William de Braose, with whom he might 
have been connected by birth or marriage, and whom he 
probably accompanied from Normandy to this country. The 
similarity of their coats of arms ^ seems to imply a relation- 
ship by blood or alliance. Of the first three of his descend- 
ants — all of them Robert le Savage — I have been able to find 
no other mention than is to be derived from the earlv charters 
of the lords of Bramber, particularly those relating to the Priory 
of Sele ; among the attesting witnesses of which their names 
occur. Of the fifth Robert le Savage, Maddox, in his History 
of the Exchequer, states, that in the year 1197, he gave 20*. 
to King John to be allowed to have his plaint in the King's 
Court against John le Combe on account of the marriage of 
his daughter Agnes, which this Robert claimed to be in his 
gift :^ a singular feudal privilege. 

The only child of this Robert was a daughter named 
Hawisa, who married — 1st, John de Gaddesdeu, who appears 
to have been a resident of Shoreham, and to have had pro- 
perty in different parts of the rape of Bramber, and who was 
for three years sheriff of Sussex during the reign of Henry III; 
and 2dly, a de Nevill. In an early document^ relating to 
Sedgwick, Hawisa le Savage is described as having carried this 
manor to the former of these two husbands. In 1268, William 
de Braose, being from his unthrifty habits in need of money, 
determined to supply his wants by exonerating various estates 
held under him from the claim of murage.® And this led to 
a final concord between her and this William, by which, for 
the sum of 96 marks, which was rather less than one-third of 
the whole sum he was empowered to raise, the lands of her 
manor in Broadwater were to be acquitted of this charge upon 
them for ever. In this deed ^ she is described as " Hawisa de 



« I am indebted to Mr. Ellis, of Hurst- « Ped. fin., 62 H. IH. Murage was 

perpoint, for this suggestion. the right which the lord possessed of tax- 

^ Mag. Bot. Ric. I, Bot. 18 b. Sussezia, ing estates held under him for the repair 

Maddox £xc. In this and all the earlier of his castle. 

deeds relating to this fiunily, they are 7 xhe deed is in the Chapter-house, 

caUed " le Salvage." Westminster. 

* Placit. de Jur. et Assis., 7 Bdw. I. 
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Nevill, quondam uxor Johannis de Gattesden." She died, 
according to the Tower Records (in what year is not mentioned, 
but from the Inquisitio Post Mortem No. 84, we learn that it 
was towards the close of the reign of Henry III), seized of the 
manor of Broadwater, valued at £52. 0^. 2d. per annum ; also 
of the manor of Halkesbourne, now called Hawkesboume, in 
Horsham; Goring, or Garinglea, in Shipley; and South Lancing 
and Lyons, near Broadwater ; as well as of the advowson of 
Itchingfield. What is now the manor of Durrington ® also 
belonged from an early period to this family ; a moiety of the 
tithes of which were conferred by Robert le Savage on the 
Priory of Sele about the year 1130. Robert, the father of 
this Hawisa, is described in the Testa de Nevill as possessing 
four knights' fees in Broadwater. That this family held an 
important position in the rape of Bramber is, I think, shown 
by the fact, that this Robert was selected by the guardian of 
William de Braose, during his minority, under an order of 
Henry III, as custos of the castles of Bramber, Knapp, and 
Pevensey, which were supposed to be placed in jeopardy by 
the breaking out of a war with France. He had also the charge 
of the honour of Knapp and Bramber, belonging to John de 
Braose.^ 

The manor and castle of Sedgwick continued in the family 
of le Savage till the year 1272, when John le Savage exchanged 
them with William de Braose for other lands ^^ held under the 
honour of Bramber ; and this exchange was subsequently con- 
firmed by his son Robert le Savage. The value of the manor 
at the time this exchange took place was £17. 12^. 2d, The 
manor and castle had previously been the subject of a dispute 
between this John le Savage and William de Braose. By 
some means or other, probably during the confusion occasioned 
by the prosecution of the Barons' war, they had fallen into the 
hands of John de Maunsel ; on whose death abroad, William de 
Braose claimed them as having thereby escheated to him. 



" Afl this is not mentioned as a sepa- 
rate manor for two centuries after the 
Conquest, it was probably included during 
that period in the manor of Broadwater. 

* See Xnep Castle Documents ; Sussex 
Arch. CoUeetioHs, Vol. Y, p. 144. 

^ What lands these were I have not 
been able to discover; but as I find a 



Thomas Savage described, in 1334, as of 
Burbaok (Beubush?), one of two parks in 
the neighbourhood of Horsham belonging 
to the lords of Bramber, we may reason- 
ably conclude that the lands induded in 
this park are the "other lands" here 
alluded to. 
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This led to a suit " between them in 1266, which was decided 
in favour of John le Savage. Our honorary secretary,^^ 
speaking, in his history of this war, of this John de Maunsel, 
and the circumstances which led to his dying abroad, says, 
'' The fate of this man is as remarkable an instance of fallen 
greatness as the Wolsey of later times. He who had often 
refused bishopricks, both on account of the greater value of 
the benefices which he held, and also because it would have 
interfered with his free manner of living, now, after all his 
splendour, died abroad in the great^t poverty and wretched- 
ness. All his property, including the mansion of Sedgwick, 
which he had license to embattle in 1259, was granted to 
Simon de Montfort, jun . After the battle of Evesham, Sedgwick 
was again claimed and repossessed by John le Savage." ^^ 

At the death of William de Braose in 1290, the manor and 
castle of Sedgwick, with other manors and estates, passed to 
his son William by Isabel^* the first of his three wives.^^ 
At the death of this second William without male issue in 
1326, the Sussex estates were divided. The honour and 
castle of Bramber descended to the elder of his two daughters ; 
and the manors of Sedgwick, Washington, and Findon were 
settled on the issue of Mary,^^ his father's third wife. Under 
this arrangement Sedgwick descended to Richard de Braose, 
the eldest son of this Mary ; and, as he died without issue, 
it then passed to his brother Peter. From this Peter it 
descended to his son Thomas ; whose son of the same name 
inherited it of him ; as his children died during their minority 
without issue, Sedgwick went through the heirs of the Says, 
Herons, St. Pierres, Cokeseys, and Grevilles to the De Mow- 
brays, as descended from Aliva de Braose, who in 1298 
married John de Mowbray ; and it continued in the families 
of de Mowbray and Howard until the attainder of Thomas, 
fourth Duke of Norfolk of the Howards, in 1572. 

Ches worth, in the parish of Horsham, had been one of the 



" Placit. Abrev., 51 Hen. III. 

" Blaauw's Barons* War, p. 96. 

w Bot. Pat, 47 Hen. III. 

" This laabel was the daughtei* of Gil- 
bert de Glare, Earl of Gloucester, and 
niece of Gilbert Marshal, Earl of Pem- 
broke. The second wife was Agnes, daugh- 
ter of Nicholas de Moels. 



^ See Pedigree of Braose, post. 

^' This Mary was the oaughter of 
William, Lord Boos of HamlsJce, and 
after the death of Braose she remarried 
a Plantagenet, riz. Thomas de Brotherton 
Earl of Norfolk: subsequently to the 
death of her second husband she married, 
thirdly, Ralph de Gobham. 
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residences of the Braose family.^^ Here died, in the year 1895, 
Thomas Lord Braose, whose infant children were the last of 
the possessors of Sedgwick of that name ; he was buried in 
Horsham church, and his monument, surmounted by a full- 
length figure of him in the military garb of the reign of 
Richard II, is noticed in a subsequent article in this volume.. 
There is an excellent engraving of the figure, from a drawing 
by Sir S. Merricks, in Cartwright's History of the Rape of 
Bramber. 

Chesworth subsequently became one of the residences of 
the Dukes of Norfolk before they married the Fitz-Alans and 
became Earls of Arundel. In December 1541, on the sup- 
position that Anne of Cleves, after her divorce, had a child, 
and that the Duchess of Norfolk (Agnes Tilney, wife of Thomas, 
second duke of the Howard family) could give important 
evidence. Dr. Peter was ordered by the Earl of Southampton 
and Sir John Wriothesley to Horsham.^® On December 6th 
the council gave an order for locking up all things in her 
grace's house (Chesworth) at Horsham ;^® on the 9th this order 
was extended to her other houses, and also to the house of her 
daughter. Lady Bridgewater ; but the council in London sub- 
sequently wrote to the council with the King, that when they 
wrote that Dr. Peter should go Horsham, he being out of the 
town, they sent thither in his stead his Majesty's solicitor, who 
put all things there in order, and appointed Mr. Carell, "dwell- 
ing by, to have an eye daily to the same."^ On the 3rd 
Nov. 1542, the duke wrote from Newcastle to Sir Thomas 
Wriothesley, requesting that a letter therein enclosed might 
be sent with diligence to his servants at Horsham, to cause 
them to make provision for his house (Chesworth) to be kept 
there that winter, " intending not to be far from the court for 
that winter."^^ Here was born the fourth duke, Thomas, 
who was attainted in 1572 ; it was in this house that he was 
arrested ; and here it was that, secreted between the timbers 
and the slates of the roof, the evidences of his treasonable 



'7 Inl281,William, thesonof Johnde Henry III, during hiB long and tern- 

Braose, obtained a charter of firee warren pestnous reign, 
in all his lands at Chesworth, as well as ^ State Papers, toL i, p. 696. 

other parts of the rape of Bramber, from '' lb. 699, note. 

Edward I, in return for his fidelity to " lb. 706. " lb. rol. y, p. 216. 
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conspiracy, concealed probably by an accomplice, are said to 
have been found.^ Chesworth is now a farmhouse, retaining 
but few traces of the ancient edifice. 

The duke's estates having been forfeited, Sedgwick was 
granted in 1574 to Sir Thomas Seymour, on whose attainder, 
two years after, it was conferred on Sir Thomas Fynes, from 
whom it passed to the CarryUs of Shipley and Westgrinstead ; 
which family held it under the crown until 1705, when it was 
purchased by Sir John Bennet, Kt., serjeant-at-law, who, 
having considerably improved the estate, sold it to Charles 
Duke of Richmond ; at whose death in 1750 it was purchased 
by Joseph Tudor; who, dying in 1786, bequeathed it to his 
nephew William Nelthorpe; whose nephew James Tudor 
Nelthorpe, Esq., is the present possessor. 

Although the portion of the parish of Broadwater on which 
the castle stood consists at present of 150 acres only, it 
appears by a deed of the 19th of Edward II, that there was a 
park here of 400 acres ;^ the demesne lands of this manor, 
therefore, must have extended into the adjoining parishes of 
Nuthurst and Horsham. By a survey of the lands in the 
manor of Chesworth, made in 1608, Sedgwick Park is 
stated to consist of 624 acres.^ These demesne lands were 
held under the barons of Bramber as the superior lords 
in fee. 

At what time the castle was suffered to fall into a state of 
decay, I have been unable to discover. But it probably hap- 
pened some time during its possession by the de Braose family; 
who, having other residences, would not be likely to keep this 
up. Till of late years, the ruins were overgrown by coppice 
wood, and quite shut out from public view. This the present 
possessor has, in a great measure, cleared away, and they are 
now in his paddock, and easily accessible. The form of the 
castle was circular; the outer wall being about 200 yards in 
circumference. It was surrounded by an inner and outer 
moat, the water of the inner moat washing the walls, which 
spread gradually at their foundation, so as to form a secure 

^ Oartwright'sBape of Bramber, p. 335. ^ This survej u ii\ the posfiension of 

^ Sedgwick manor. 1 Molendinum, Sir Charles M. Burrell, Bart. Immedi- 

unus parcuB continens 400 acraa. — Tower ately after the completion of it, Sedgwick 

Records, 90. Park was diaparked. 
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slope for the water to rest upon. The walk of this castle, for 
about four or five feet from the bottom of the inner fosse, are 
for the most part perfect, the exception being on the east side, 
where the ruthless hand of the road surveyor has made con- 




siderable devastation. I have known the castle for nearly 
thirty years, and during that time many hundred loads of 
stone have been taken away. The internal arrangement of 
some portion of the castle might, by the application of a little 
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pains, be satisfactorily traced, notwithstanding the mass of 
rubbish which has accumulated between its partition walls. 
In one of these walls, on the east side, there is some curious 
herring-bone masonry, formed of tiles about the thickness of 
common r0of tiles, but much larger. 




The approach to the castle on the south-east side still re- 
mains ; and on the north-west side is an outlet which appears 
to have been used as a road to the well ; which consists of a 
basin beautifully constructed of large blocks of hewn stone in 
steps. This well is called " the Nun's Well," why, it would 
be somewhat difficult to say, as the castle was never occupied 
as a religious house. It is also sometimes called St. Mary's 
Well, a name often given to fountains of pure water. This 
well is situated abput thirty yards from the outer moat. The 
form of the windows of this castle might be ascertained by a 
careful examination of the broken pieces of stone, of which they 
were constructed, now lying about the castle walls. For it 
is to the credit of the despoilers of this interesting relic of a 
minor castle, that when, in breaking up its walls for the sake 
of the material which they so readily afford for building or 
road purposes, they found any wrought stone, they appear 
to have carefully preserved it. 

I cannot conclude without an acknowledgment of the obli- 
gations I am under to Mr. Robert Shepherd of Horsham, for 
the very accurate plan and drawing of the remains of this 
castle, which he has been so good as to prepare for me, and 
from which the engraved illustrations of my paper are made. 
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Although the Abbey of Dureford was founded in the twelfth 
century, and flourished nearly four hundred years, there is 
nothing of national importance in its history, from its origin 
to its final suppression. Being placed near the extreme north- 
west boundary of Sussex, and not bearing even the name of 
a parish, its position has been often confusedly considered as 
in Hampshire. Its resources were too slender to authorise its 
abbot, as in other cases, boldly to confront kings or to defy 
bishops, nor was he ever summoned to give his advice to 
Parliament ; he maintained no ostentatious rivalry with the 
feudal lords of the land, nor did he compensate this inferiority 
by any conspicuous love of art or literature. The fame of 
many such monasteries has been preserved fresh to our days 
by the architectural beauty of their ruins; but Dureford Abbey, 
though once well provided with all the arrangements con- 
venient for religious devotion and seclusion, has been for the 
last three centuries utterly effaced, and its very existence 
nearly forgotten. The notices of it by Leland and Dugdale 
are so scanty, that the latter supplies the name of but one 
abbot. 

There being then nothing of historical importance connected 
with its fortunes, its very insignificance may better adapt it 
as the means of following out the normal progress of a small 
monastery, and, by making the sketch on a confined canvas, 
we may more easily trace the incidents common to many 
larger pictures. While admiring the pious motives of the 

VIII. 6 
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founder and benefactors, we may learn much of the manners 
and feelings of the times, the varying forms of tenure, and the 
numerous formalities and concurrent assents required for the 
validity of every grant. We may notice its gradual enrich- 
ment by friends and neighbours, and the skilful method by 
which the canons converted every new acquisition into a 
reason for a future one. The even tenor of its way was indeed 
marked with few incidents ; and though honoured by the visit 
of a king at one time, and at another half ruined by fire, the 
simple annals of Dureford Abbey record nothing generally 
beyond the gifts of pious neighbours, and the series of obscure 
abbots. 

A manuscript in the British Museum (Vespas. E. xxiii), 
consisting of 223 pages of vellum, contains ancient copies of 
the charters and deeds relating to it ; and from this chartulary, 
frequent assistance will be here drawn, all references being 
made to it by the number of the page, without repeating the 
description of the MS. 

Papal sanction had been given, a.d. 1119, to a new order of 
Augustinian monks, which had been established at the Con- 
vent of Premonstre, three leagues west from Laon in Picardy, 
" in order," to use the words of their abbot, " that the painful 
mortification of monks might be found united to the holy and 
devout rehgion of priests."^ 

The legendary history of St.Norbert'sVision, and his founda- 
tion of this order, has already been recorded in a previous * 
volume.^ In correspondence and subjection to Premonstre, 
many similar monasteries of White Canons had been already 
founded in England before Henry de Hoese, Husey, or Hosatus, 
as he is variously named, settled a small community of Premon- 
stratensian Canons, in the early part of the reign of Henry II, 
at Dureford, in the parish of Rogate, just within the Umits of 
West Sussex. 

The situation was an agreeable one, on a sunny eleva- 
tion gradually sloping down southward to the left bank 
of a small stream, an affluent of the Arun. The shelter of 
the woody hills encompassing Petersfield, whose market was 

^ *<Laborio8asfflictio monachonim, et ' By the Ber. Gt, M. Cooper, in his 

sancta et devots religio olericorum." — paper on Otteham, Suuex Arch, CoUee- 
Monatt. yi, 868. Uonsy V, 165. 
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not two miles off, and a mill near at hand^ increased its con- 
veniences, together with the gardens and fishponds within its 
own enclosure. These latter, with a few carved stones and 
broken tiles, alone remain now to mark the spot. 

The numerous monasteries founded by Norman chiefs after 
the Conquest resulted perhaps from an impUed condition 
attached to the liberal grants of English domains made to 
them by the king. Certainly the White Canons, though of 
such recent origin, rapidly multiplied. Nine Premonstra- 
tensian abbeys had been established before that of Dureford, 
and twenty others followed before the year 12QQ, though only 
three were subsequently added. 

Newhouse, in Lincolnshire, was the first, founded in 1146; 
Welbeck, co. Notts, founded in 1153 by Richard le Hamang, 
afterwards became the head of the order, though St. Rade- 
gund, near Dover, represented it by its abbot in Parliament, 
and Torr, co. Devon, became the richest of its brethren. 
Bayham, the most important in Sussex, arose in 1200, after 
wWch date only Hales Owen, Tichfield, and Wendling followed. 

We can trace by Dureford the manner in which some links 
were connected in this chain of monastic piety which girded 
the land. Serlo, the first abbot at Newhouse,^ had influence 
enough, soon after his own estabUshment, to procure a grant 
of land at Welbeck to Berengar, who there established another 
monastery. About twelve years later, Berengar received the 
first grant of the site at Dureford for a similar purpose. 

The register * of the order has preserved to us a proud 
boast of its 322 monasteries, distributed in thirty provinces, 
of which England contained thirty-one, each having an abbot, 
prior, and sub-prior. The succession of the English houses 
was displayed by their annalist in the form of a genealogical 
tree with as much precision and vanity as a baronial pedigree, 
the birth and offspring of each being duly noted and arranged 
thus in &milies. Could he have foreseen their dissolution, a 
very brief space of perhaps ten years would have comprised 
the date of all their deaths. 



' Its bene&ctora, Helias de Albini and 866 ; " per oonBiliiim Domini SerloniB 

hifl wife Hawysia, appointed prayers there Abbatis de Neuhus.*' 872. 

for the eoul of William de Albini, who < Sloane MSS. 49S4, pp. 10, 5-11. 
had given the fee of the soil, Momut, yi, 
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It will be remarked that in this genealogy too late a date 
is erroneously given to Dureford, and that Bylegh, its only 
daughter, is not mentioned. The seniority of convents of the 
order was directed to follow the dates of their foundations, and 
in this rank Dureford was considered the twenty-seventh. 

The family of the founder, Henry Hosee, seems to have 
been originally seated in Normandy ; but lands in Wiltshire, 
Shropshire, Hampshire, and Kent, as well as in Sussex^ were 
afterwards held by various branches. 

A mile north from Rouen, le Hosu (now called le Houssel) 
was a fief in the parish of Grand Quevilly ; and this was held 
by Henry de la Hosse, of the honour of Moreton, the earldom 
of Prince John, before he was king, on the tenure of performing 
the office of butler to the king in the duchy. Four leagues to 
the north of Rouen is also the parish of la Houssaye Berenger ; 
and this latter name may indicate that Abbot Berengar, before 
alluded to, may have also sprung from thence, and^ as a former 
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tenant or Mend, have accompanied the founder of Dureford to 
England. The family of Prince John's first wife was among 
the earlier benefactors to the abbey. 

We must accept, on the authority of the Roll of Battle 
Abbey, with such great or small confidence as may be left 
to that document ^ter Mr. Hunter's criticism, the fact that 
"Husee" was one of the invading army of Normans recorded 
in it. There are many notices of the family in Botuli Scaccarii 
Norman : with Mr. Stapleton's Preface. Vol. i, p. cxxviii : — 
" Henricus de la Hosse tenet terram suam de la Hosse, et de 
KevilU et de Rothomago, &c. de Rege pro qua debet servitium 
Boutelerie." On the same authority we have Osbert de la 
Heuzein 1172, in the baiUwick of Hosa, ii, p. clxxxix, Tustinus 
de Houseio in 1180, i, p. cxxxiv, Henry de la Heuze in 1189 
paying £7. Is. 9d. for the pannage of the Forest of Lillebonne, 
ii, p. cxxvii, and Ralph Hose having land in the bailiwick of 
Caux, ii, p. cxlviL The fief of Heusse, in the baiUwick of 
Moreton, is described as having been rendered valueless by 
civil war in 1203, ii, p. ccxlix. 

The pedigree of the family of Hussey has been given in 
Dugdale's Barofioffe, i, p. 622, which is copied in Dallaway's 
JRape of Chichester^ p. 189 ; Sir R. Colt Hoare's Hundreds of 
Ambreshuryy p. 90, of Branch and Dale^ p. 21 ; Bank's Baronia 
Concentrata,i,f.25S; Atkyns's Gloucestersh.^.SSS; Hutchins's 
Dorset, ii, p. 62, as certified by the Heralds CoUege in 1696 ; 
Jdd.MSS. No. 6711, pp. 87, 88 ; ITarl. MSS. No. 1896 for 
Fisttation of Shropshire; and Nos. 1660 — 1190 for York and 
Lincoln branches. These authorities do not all concur ; but 
it is only necessary on the present occasion to refer to those 
members of the family who were connected with Dureford 
Abbey, and of these many are named in the chartulary and 
pubUc documents who do not appear in any of the pedigrees 
above referred to. Dugdale and, in the latter part, Banks have 
been principally consulted in the following table, but in which 
it has not been possible to connect the earlier members of the 
family by linear descent on good authority. 



46 



OUREFORD ABBEY. 



HOESE OR HUSSEY OF HERTING, SUSSEX. 
Abhs. — Barry oftix, ermine and gules. 



"Hearj de Hoese (6), founder of Dureford Abbe^. 

I 



Wmiain(a). 



I 



I 



Henij(e)s mar. dementia. Qeoffir7(eQ;nLGhiindraddeWarenne 



r 



flW. 



r 



William (e) ; mar. Margareta. Gkoffry. Henry (/). 



Henry of Herting (h) ; mar. Cecilia. Hubert (») ; mar. Hawyna. 



Walter (si). 
HughO). 



I 



Matthew (k). 
Henry (I) ; mar. Joan la Fleming. 
Henry (m) ; mar. Isabella. 
Henry (fi) ; mar. ; 2, Katherine. 



Mathew (o) (or Mark) ; mar. Margaret Yerdon. 

I A - 



Henry (p) ; mar. 1, Elizabeth de Bohun ; 2, Anchoret. Richard. 
Henry ; mar. Margareta. 



Elisabeth. 



Henzy (q). 



Nicholas, heir. 

I 



I r 

Constance; m.l8t. Sir H.IiOTeli 2d, Sir Roger Lewknor. Katherine; m. Sir Reginald Bray. 

I I [Empson. 

Elisabeth; m.1, John, son of Ld.Bray ; 2, Anthony, bro. to Ld. Windsor. Agnes; m. John 

William (a) agreed, in 1123, with the Prior of Bath, as to land formerly held 
by his father, witnessed by Henry Hoese and his brother Rodbert, and 
by Aselin Hoese and his brothers. — Maddox, Form, Anglic, c. 136. 
At p. 180, is a lease given by Rodbert, son of Walkelin, witnessed by 
his son Gilbert. 

Henry de Hoese (^), founder of Dureford Abbey in 1166, held lands in 
Normandy under Prinoe John, afterwards King. Had two sons, 
Henry and Oeoffry, 

HfiVRY {c\ the eldest son, benefactor to Dureford on the day of its dedication ; 
married Clementina^ daughter of John Port. Had two sons, William 
and Qeoffry, 

GEOFFBY(<f), second son of the first-named Henry, held lands of Adam Port in 
CO. Berks 1 140, was Sheriff of Oxfordshnre 1179. — Bat, Bin, Justice 
Itinerant 1182 ; benefactor to St. Denis Abbey near Southampton for 
the soul of King Henry II, &c. the deed being witnessed by " Aildric, 
Prior of Dereford," and by Henry, Gilbert, William de Ba, Hubert, 
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and Walter, all Hoeses. — Maddox, FormuL Anglic, c. 417, p. 248. 
He married Oundrad, daughter of William, second Earl de Warren, 
who survived him, and as widow, paid 200 marcs to have the ward- 
ship of her son ; she remamed Roger de Newburgh, Earl of Warwick, 
1123-53). Had two sons, Henry and Walter de Staplrford, 

William (^), eldest son of Henry and Clemeniinay had his lands restored to 
him in 1217, after their seisin by King John. — Rot. Claua, 304. He 
married Margaretay and with her held Sturton, co. Warwick. — Rot. 
Fin. i, 78. Had two sons, Henry and Hubert. 

H£N£Y (/), eldest son of Oeoffiry and Gundred, held lands in Wilts and Sussex, 
of which Heniy II dispossessed him; died in 1213-4. Had one son, 
Henry y who had livery of his lands in Wilts 1213-4, and from him 
descend the Htueya of Shropshire. 

Walter de Staflefobd (y), second son of Geoffry and Gundred^ gave lands 
to Dureford in 1169. His lands in Ireland were confiscated, but 
restored to him in 1217. 

Henry of Herting (A), eldest son of William and Margareta, was put into pos- 
session of *' the Abbey of Dureford, within his fee, and the rents and 
lands of his brother Hubert," in 1208, by orders to Thomas Esturmy 
and Adam Tisun. Adam de Portu was bail for him as to the King's 
dues. — Rot. Clans. 1103. Henry is named in the Chartulary, f. 24, 
as " the third " of that name. He married Cecilia, and with her had 
seisin of the Manor of Elinges, co. Southampton, in 1221 {Rot. Clous. 
479), and the Sheriff distrained him, in 1222, to take Idesworth into 
the King's hands (488 6). An Inquisition as to his right of hunting 
hares and foxes took place in 1223 (Rot. Claw. 536). In 1219, it 
was notified to the Sheriff of Wilts that "Henry, son of William 
Hose" had paid a fine of 50 marcs to the King for the lands which 
had belonged to Geoffry Huse in Fichelden and Stapelford (Rot. 
Fin. i, 35), as " consanguineus et hares Gaffridi" paid 20 marcs for 
confirmation, 1252. — Rot. Fin. ii, 134. Had a son, Maihew. 

HuBERT(i), second 9iotioi William «adMargareta, an active soldier in command 
of Wallingford Castle 1223, and of Monmouth, which he repaired out 
of the rents of the honour of Monmouth. — Rot. Clans 566, 576, 583, 
591, 605. He had the wardship and marriage of Roger, son of 
Henry, in Dorset and Southampton, in 1224, given him (vol. ii, 4), and 
the lands of William Pipard in Devon were given him " to support 
himself in the King's service." He served in Gascony in 1226, and 
a suit against him in the King's Bench about Stapleford was sus- 
pended on account of his absence, on the guarantee of Henry Hoese 
(ii, 94). He seems to have been employed in Sussex, and received 
orders to release some ships laden with wine and merchandise which 
he had detained at Winchelsea. — Pp. 620, 645. He married Hawysia, 
widow of William Pantulf, in 1234 ; she was sued for a debt of 7 marcs 
due from her former husband. — Rot. Fin. i, 265. 

Hugh (j) held lands in Ireland, and was excused in 1207 a fine of 200 marcs 
and 2 pal&eys for a manor of his father Walter. — Rot. Claus. 96. His 
lands were distrained for a debt of 400 marcs in 1213. — Rot. Claus. 
186. Seisin was again given him June 30, 1215. — Rot. Claus. 223. 
In 1226, Hugh reoeiv^ a quit-claim for a fine of 500 marcs. — 
Rot. Claus. ii, 161. 
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MATHEw(il), son of Henry and Cecilia, The lands of Heniy Huese in Sussex, 
Wilts, and Notts, were directed, April 1, 1235, to be taken into the 
King's hands on his death. Henry, brother of Hubert, undertook to 
satisfy the King as to debts, April 8, 1235.— i2o^. Mu. ii, 152. 
" Son and heir of Heniy Ruse" paid, April 9, 1235, a fine of 500 
marcs to the King for the seisin of his father's lands held in eapiie in 
Wilts. — Boi. Fin, i, 279. His lands in Sussex were directed to be 
taken into the King's hands, Feb. 14, UhS.—Bot. lin. ii, 152. 
Died 1254-5. — Banks. John Mannsel paid for the wardship and 
marriage. — Eot ii, 154. His lands paid a fine of 50 marcs in 1249. 
— Eot. Jffi. ii, 67. Held three milita^ fees in the honour of Arundel. 
- Teit, NeviU. 

Henbt (0, son of MaUheWi a minor at his &ther's death. Paid fine of 600 
marcs for his wardship in 1249. — Rot, Fin, ii, 67. Married, in 1252-3« 
/mm, daughter of ^ard le Fleming, who held Saperton as heir to 
John le Fleming, Sheriff of Glostershire.— J2o^. Pat, 37 Hen. Ill, m. 
20. He had Hoense, in 1265, to krenellate his mansion at Harting 
(quandam plaoeam terrse apud manerium suum de Harting). — BoL 
Fat, 50 Hen. Ill, m. 20. Held the manor of Herting with market 
and free warren in 1270-1. — Bot, Fat, In 1280, he held for a time 
the lands of Bobert de Crevequer in Kent. — Rot, Fat, He took the side 
of theBarons against the King in the civil wars. Died 1289-90. — Banks, 

HsNBY (m), son of Henry and Joan, succeeded set. 24, and had livery of his 
lands. Married Isabella, who survived him, and had dower in Harting, 
Pulborough, and Lavant. Summoned to Parliament fxam 1293-4 to 
1332, when he died. — Banks, 

HsMBT (ft), son of Henry and Isabella, succeeded set. 30. Katherine, his 
second wife, survived him. In 1333, he held the manor of Herting, 
and the tenement of Full Court. — Bot, Fat. In 1337, as "chivaler,'* 
he held two parts of the manor and fee of Bobert Gouk of Herting. 
Summoned to Parliament from 1837 to 1349, when he died on 
July 21. Sheriff of Sussex and Surrey 1838-9 and 1840 ; patron of 
Dureford Abbey. 

Maths w (or Mark) (o), son of the above-named Henry, died before his father. 

Henbt (p), eldest son of Matthew and Margaret, succeeded set. 6, and had 
livery of his lands 1383-4, when he died. Married, in 1347, 1» 
Elizabeth de Bohun ; 2, Anchoret, who died 1389-90. 

Henby (^), the eldest son, had, in 1429-30, free warren in Herting manor 
confirmed to him, *' militi consanguineo et heredi Mathei Huse," as in 
Chart. 86 Hen. Ill (1251-2).— i2o^. Fat, ob. s.p. 

During the reign of King John, many of the Hoese family 
were in rebellion, and their lands were seised into the King's 
hands. In 1 2 1 7, we have notices of these lands being restored to 
Henry Hoese (whose lands and chattels had been confiscated 
June 22, 1205 — Bot. Clam. 39) in Gloucestershire, Somerset, 
Southampton, Wilts, Notts, Bucks, giving him ''the same seisin 
as he had on the day he left the service of King John .... as he 
hsa now returned to our service and fealty, and done homage to 
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US*' — jRot Claus. 801 ; to .S^^ Hoese and TFilliamHoeBe, in 
Dorset and Somerset — Sot. Claus. 304 ; to Walter, who held 
land at Trentham, co. Stafford in 1169 — Ma^n. Hot. Pip., and 
" in Ultonia" (Ulster) on his return to allegiance, de reverais — 
Mot. Clam. 308 b. His son Huyh received a quit claim in 
1226 for an old debt of 400 marcs due from his father to 
King John in Ireland — Rot. Clam, ii, 161 ; to Bartholomew, 
in Oxfordshire and Bedfordshire — Rot. Clam. 306 b, 334 b ; 
to Richard — Rot. Clam. 211. Geoffry had been disseised 
of his fee in 1213, and his lands in Wilts were granted, 
April 7, 1217, to Jourdain de Due — Rot. Clam. 305. 

Henry de Hoese had received a grant from the feudal lord, 
the Earl of Arundel, of land amounting to two knights' fees in 
Herting ; and it was on a portion of this domain that the 
convent of Dureford was established. 

Among the many documents in the chartulary of the abbey, 
it is remarkable that the original grant of the founder is not 
extant ; but we learn its nature by the recital in the confirma- 
tory charter of Hilary, Bishop of Chichester (1150-1169) that 

"Henry de Hoese had with his assent granted to Berengar, Abbot of 
Welbeck, certain land at Dureford, in order to build a place for religion, and 
to establish there Eegular Canons of the Premonstratensian Order, that he 
had eiuriched it with many possessions, and chattels moveable and immoveable, 
and that the Bishop had therefore taken the said gift and establishment of the 
Order into his own hands, to defend and protect, and reasonably to maintain, 
in all matters belonging to his office, as already confirmed by Royal Charter."'^ 

The confirmatory charter of the king must indeed have been 
gjven before a.d 1 1 62 ; for among the witnesses to a charter of 
Henry II, granting " to the lepers of Harting and their house 
established by Henry Hoese " the privilege of a fair for three 
days at the feast of St. John the Baptist, were "the Chancellor, 
Thomas {aBecket, 1154—1162), WiUiam my brother {Earl 
of Poictou, who died at Rome, 11 63), and William de Braose " 
— (f. 8) Monast. App. 8. Another charter of Henry II, dated 
at Marlborough, allows the "Abbot of Dureford and the canons 
there serving God " freedom from tolls on roads and bridges, 
guarding the privilege by a £5 penalty on disturbers ; and this 
was witnessed by WilUam de Hum, constable ; Roger Bigot ; 
WilUam, son of AdeUza (the second Earl Albini) — Chart, f, 8. 

The original design may have been to connect the Abbey 

^ ChariulArj, f. 30. Monasticon, App. ▼. 

viii. 7 
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with the Hospital of Lepers founded here by Henry de Hoese, 
or Berengar may have intended to make Dureford a cell to 
Welbeck ; for in an early document of the time of Henry H, 
" AiLDRic, Prior of Dureford," appears as the first witness to 
a grant of land to the monastery of St. Denys, on the river 
Itchen, given by Geoffry Hoese (Hosatus), and several others of 
his family, namely, Henry, Gilbert, WilUam, Hosatus de Ba, 
Hubert, Walter, and WilUam, William the clerk of Froxfield.^ 
This arrangement, at any rate, did not continue long, as we 
find in the next episcopal charter, that of Bishop John (1173— 
1180), the name of Robert, as abbot of Dureford. 

" John, by the grace of Grod, Bishop of Chichester, to all the sons of 
Mother Church, to whom the present Charter may come, greeting in Christ. 

'' Although our wish is to i^pect the rights of all men, yet are we more 
strictly bound towards those committed to our care, who, by their consecration 
to religion, and the sweet-smeUing reputation of pious devotion, are proved to 
be continually, and with one accord, fighting for Christ, and we must, with a 
more attentive anxiety, watch, lest their rights should be in anyway impaired. 

" Wherefore, by the consent of our Chapter, we have confirmed to our dear 
son BoBSBT, Abbot of Dereford, and his brethren there serving Gk>d, and all 
their successors canonically appointed, the church of the Holy Mother of Gtxl 
and always Virgin Mary, and of St. John the Baptist at Dureford, in which 
they are devoted to divine services, vrith all its appurtenances, and we take 
them under the protection of the Holy Trinity and of ourselves, thinking it 
right to specify them in these words : by the gift of Henry Hose the site 
itself, which is called Dureford, vrith its curtilege as marked out by the position 
of the boundaries (cum adjacentiis suia, sicut terminorum deaignat posUio et 
cum %ncremmtis\ and with the additions which Henry Hose the younger, his 
heir, has given them, as his deed witnesseth ; by the gift of Gemagan and his 
wife, that land which Alwyn Bulluc has held ; by the gift of Walter Hose de 
Stapulford, the land which Walter the wheelwright {redarim) has held. These 
and all other gifts which may reasonably and justly be offered to them hereafter 
in our Diocese, We grant and confirm to be for ever profitable to their use. 
Moreover, as to the Indulgence granted to them by the privilege of the Roman 
Chair, that any person of the Diocese of Chichester who may choose to be 
buried among them (apud ipsos), unless he has been excommunicated or 
interdicted, might be there freely buried. We assent, reserviog however the 
compensation due to that church from which the dead body shall have been 
removed. — Witnesses" — f. 80. 

We may here observe the wise foresight of Abbot Robert, 
thus inducing the Diocesan not only to confirm past gifts, 
but to promise his sanction to all future benefactions, and 
these accordingly soon came. The succeeding Bishop, 
Seffrid 11. (1180—1204), professing "to follow the footsteps 

' Maddox, FormuL AngL p. 248. 
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of Bishop John, after duly considering the piety and honesty 
of the said canons, as well as the slendemess of their receipts, 
confirmed many fresh gifts, made in the few years elapsed 
since those by the two Henry Hoeses and Walter Hoese. 
The donors were principally the landowners of the neighbour- 
hood — ^Alan de Zuche, William St. John, William de EUested, 
Simon de Waira, Ralph Sanzaver, WiUiam Altar, William 
Waissebre, Hugh Baci, Robert Agnill, Alan St. George; 
besides men of high station, such as, Jocelin, warder of 
Arundel Castle, who both in his own (f. 56), and also in the 
confirmatory charter of King Henry H (f. 1), is described as 
"brother to the Queen" (Adehza, widow of Henry I, re- 
married to William, Earl of Arundel) . The King's confirmation 
was witnessed by Richard Tocliffe, Bishop of Winchester; 
Peter de Leia, Bishop of St. David's ; and by " Geoffry my 
son, Chancellor." This was GeoflFry Plantagenet, son of fair 
Rosamond, Archbishop of York and Chancellor in 1182 — 
1189 ; and the grant must therefore have been given between 
those two dates. William de Braose gave them a tun of red 
wine for masses, and the saltpan Herdopure ; William, Earl of 
Arundel (1176 — 1196), charged land with the payment of a 
silver marc ; and '' Richard the parson of Ellestede, with the 
consent of his brother Robert, ' had given the canons the 
tithes of the land at Wyhuse, on condition of their presenting 
to his own church annually at Michaelmas half a pound of 
incense. 

Building was probably going on at the abbey about this 
time, and William le Vesselir, knight, provided them with a 
quarry at Wyhus (f. 65). Another of this family afterwards 
gave them all his land at de la Holme for the rent of a pair 
of white gloves {jinumpar albarum cirothecarum) at Easter, or 
one penny ; and even this penny was soon remitted (ff. 68, 69, 
70). The estate at Wyhus was made more complete by Urso 
de Lintes giving them the pasturage there; by Robert de 
Vihrs giving up to them the encroachment they had made 
in the adjoining marsh (f. 72) ; and by Alan de St. George, 
who gave them legal right '' to the encroachment they had 
made near his land at Wyhus in his common pasture, as far 
as he or his heirs could do so," but annexing a remarkable 
condition which evidences his opinion of the grasping spirit of 
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those he had to deal with, " that they should be incapable of 
receiving anything more in future from himself or his heirs " 
(ea conventione quod ipai sen a me vel heredibtis meis plus in 
posterum non possint accipere, and stipulating also for a con- 
venient road through the enclosure (f. 72). 

The gifts of Henry Hoese the younger having been of no 
less importance than those of his father, he has been frequently 
considered as the founder ; but his charter ^ takes care, before 
reciting his own, expressly to confirm his father's gifts. These 
consisted of the site and mill of Dureford, the meadow from the 
county boundary to the bridge, with abundant pasture and fuel, 
the land of Vure at Standen, with the chapel there, and a third 
of the tithes of the domain at Standen, with some land and 
reclaimed land (assarf), on condition of providing ornaments, 
vestments, and lights for this chapel, and also a fit resident 
priest acceptable to the donor and his heirs (f. 18), also tithes 
of his pannage, and all the tithes of cheese from his domain 
pastures in Herting, except one piece of cheese belonging to 
the church of Herting. 

He then enumerates his own grants, incidentally proving 
that the church of the abbey had not been completed and dedi- 
cated in his father's time. In another charter, indeed (f. 10), 
he grants the canons any quarry or marl-pit, wherever they 
may be found in his manor, to build the abbey {ad abbaciam 
construendam.) " Moreover I have given, " he says," in pure 
and perpetual alms, to endow the said church of Dureford on 
the day of its dedication," a rent of 25«. from the mill of 
Haggebeden, in return for which the canons undertook {con-^ 
cesserunt) to ofier a daily mass on the newly consecrated altar 
of the Holy Cross, and keep a lamp burning night and day 
before the high altar. He gave also on this solemn occasion 
all his wood on the west of the London road from Dureford 
to Styngel, and confirmed his wife's gifts which she enjoyed 
in libera maritoffio from her father's fee, John de Port, by 
which he secured a daily mass of St. Mary before her altar. 
He had at first made a grant which proved so inconvenient, 
that he now commuted it for 1 hs. rent, charged on a mill at 
Littleton. His object appears to have been to provide food 
for the canons, and he had originally granted them every 

' Ohartol., f. 7 ; also in Moiuuit. App. L 
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tenth quarter of corn used in his household, wherever he 
might be, and the tenth of all the meat in his larder. The lbs. 
were to be spent in the kitchen of the refectory by two canons 
selected for the purpose. After confirming also the gifts of 
others in his fee, including Stathorp from Walter Hoese, he 
concluded by '* enjoining all his heirs and his liegemen to 
love, protect, and maintain the church," and " corroborated 
the deed by his seal, for the souls of King Henry and King 
Richard, of William, Earl of Arundel, of his father, mother, 
himself, his wife, and children, his predecessors and successors ; 
the witnesses being Seffrid, Bishop of Chichester (Oct. 1180 
— 1204) ; Christopher,® Abbot of Waverley ; Robert, Abbot of 
Leiston* ; Guido, Prior of South wick ^^ ; R., Prior of St. Denis ; 
R., Archdeacon of Surrey; Adam de Port, H. de Perci, William 
de Alta Ripa, R. Sanzaver, and others." 

Judging from the date of Abbot Christopher, and the 
mention of King Richard, this deed must have been given 
between the years 1189 and 1196, and most probably on the 
very day when these great ecclesiastics were assembled for 
the consecration of the church. It was an important con- 
cession that this deed sanctioned the gifts of the liegemen, 
as no profits derived firom land could otherwise have been 
withdrawn from the feudal lord. 

Previous to this, the charter of William, Earl of Arundel, 
who died in 1176, had spoken of "the canons regular of 
Herting," with no mention of Dureford (f. 44). 

Two silver marcs a year were given for the mass of St. 
Mary before alluded to, at the feast of St. Michael, by William, 
Earl de Warenne (f. 45). 

Although we have already noticed grants of stone quarries 
to build the abbey, yet the destruction of all the buildings 
has been so complete, that their form and extent, and the 
dates of their construction, are wholly unknown. It was, of 
course, one of the first cares of the convent to advance the 
building of their church so as to admit of its solemn dedica- 
tion, and this seems to have occurred before the end of the 

" Chrifltopher had been Abbot of Braern, LeUton, in Snifolk, were founded in the 

and eaooeeded the monk, Henry of Chi- year 1182. 

cheater, as Abbot of Waverley, m Surrey. ^ The Angustinian Canons of South- 
He was remored from his office in 1196. wick, county of Hants, were founded in 

' The Premonstratensian Canons of 1188. 



54 UURUFORD ABBEY. 

twelfth century. There were probably additions to it, or 
alterations made subsequently ; but of these the only traces 
we DOW have are a few dispersed mouldings and capitals 
of stone, which appear to belong to the thirteenth century, 
except oue of a crocketed pediment apparently of a later date. 
The active energy aod kindness of Richard G. P. Minty, Esq., 
of Petersfield, have searched out these relics, and furnished 
drawings, from some of which the woodcuts are taken. There 
are also remaining the curved foliage of the boss of a vault in 
high relief but much defaced, and the half figure of a man as a 
corbel supporting a flat stone ; a large heavy stone mortar also 
is lying in the garden, 16^ inches across the bowl and 12 inches 
high, in which perhaps the pepper, mustard, cumin, and other 
condiments of the conventual kitchen were formerly pounded. 
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Among the early benefJEictors to the abbey were the suc- 
cessive Earls of Gloucester; Earl William (1147-1178) ; and 
his Countess Hawysia gave it part of the moor towards Peters- 
field, and three acres near it, as well as freedom from toll for 
all their purchases of food aud clothing in the market there, 
{quietanciam de omnibus acatis gais ^<s pertinent ad vtctum et 
veatitum illorum, f. 190). Their daughter Isabella and her 
husband, John, Earl of Morton, afterwards king, " for the sake 
of holy piety " {divine pietatis in^iYtf), confirmed this (f. 191). 
Earls William, Gilbert, GeoSiy, and Almeric followed the 
example, the latter adding the grant of a certain encroachment 
between the abbey's assart and his own, and of a tenement in 
Mapulderham of 16^ acres of land, pannage for ten pigs, and 
all the mill at Chalfuerth, with a piece of timber (unam/ugtum) 
annually from his wood to repair the mill, requiring only 1 lb. 
of cumin at Michaelmas as rent (ff. 192-197, 179). The 
Countess Hawysia, when a widow, for the express purpose of 
masses at Nutstede (ad hostias in eodem loco coti^ecrandas) for 
the soul of her late husband, whose anniversary was accord- 
ingly to be kept, had given 16 acres of assart there, and the 
liberty of pasturing the oxen of the convent with those of her 
domain, when they came to plough there (f. 168). 

This territory of the abbey at Nutstede was afterwards 
augmented by the distresses of their neighbours. Greofiry 
Cook (cocm) and his wife Eve, when in need, gave them up a 
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croft there for 6d. rent, 14^ marcs being paid down, and four 
loads (jsummas) of wheat, in compensation {in germma in magna 
negocio meo) ; and again were they obliged to have recourse to 
the ready money of the canons, surrendering on one occasion 
16 measured acres for 28. rent and 20 silver marcs, ''to free 
the land from the hands of the Jews." Another acre was 
added to this by their son Gwido (flF. 176-178). The same 
motive "to get free from debt to the Jews," also induced 
Peter Crespi and his wife Matilda to give up some land at 
Nutsted for 16 marcs paid down, and half a pound of cumin 
(f. 179). 

On May 11, 1204, at Southwick, Simon, the elect Bishop 
of Chichester, delivered the Charter of King John, confirmatory 
of all previous grants to Dureford. This was witnessed by 
Herbert Poore, Bishop of Salisbury ; Philip Poictiers, Bishop 
of Durham; Geoffrey Fitz Piers, Earl of Essex; William 
Longespee, Earl of Salisbury; Henry de Bohun, Earl of 
Hereford ; William de Warenne, and others (f. 4). 

The important gift of the church of St. Bartholomew at 
Rogate was also made by the charter of Henry Hoese the 
younger, '' as far as a lay person could make such a grant " 
(f. 1 7 ; MonasL App, iv.), reserving, however, the annuity of 2 5*. 
to the foreign monks of Say ; and Dureford never acquired 
any other church. He made an exchange with the abbey, 
giving it some lands, " with the wood of Bikenor, in Mapul- 
derham, sufficient for the support of two canons, who were to 
say two masses daily for the family of Hoese," and receiving 
back from his father's grant what he describes as " a close in 
Dureford where is a garden and my residence ^^ {thalamus 
metisY* f. 24. This grant of Rogate Church was, made with 
the consent of his wife Cecilia, and his son Henry, the third 
of that name, and was afterwards sanctioned by three bishops 
of Chichester — SeflBrid II, who "considered the piety and 
the honesty of the canons, as well as the slendemess of their 
rent " (f. 32) ; Simon de Welles, " who had in view their 
religion and poverty" (f. 31) ; and Richard Poor. A sub- 
sequent dispute, however, arose as to the right of presentation 
to the church, upon the death of Hubert Hoese, rector of 
Rogate, which Bishop Ralph determined in favour of Henry 

" ** Thalamus, domiu, palatiam rel eabiculoin." — ^Ducakgb. 
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Hoese (f. 84). The confirmatory charter of Archbishop 
Richard Wethershed (1229-31) included Rogate church 
among all the other grants made " to his beloved son Robert, 
Abbot of Dureford, and the brethren there serving God " 
(f. 85). The date of this charter, however, seems at too long 
an interval from the earliest mention of Abbot Bobert to 
allow us to suppose him then living ; but there is no record 
of his death. 

Some of the lands of the convent belonging to Rogate 
church lay in the parish of Herting, on which Giles, the rector, 
claimed tithes. A compromise of this dispute was arranged 
in 1224, on the feast of St. Mark, by the arbitration of 
William de Raynesham, the bishop's official, who sent his 
award to R., the rector of Lovington, A., canon of Chichester, 
and R. de Westburton, rector of Lintes {Linch^four miles 8. U. 
from Dureford)^ deciding that no tithes should be paid except 
on the Heccrofte (f. 134). 

In one of his charters, Henry Hoese says, " I have given 
with my body {cum corpore meo) for the support of the brethren 
in the infirmary," certain houses, an assart, and a sheep-farm 
{quoddam assartum et barkeriam^ mam)y which makes it proba- 
ble that this benefactor was buried within the convent which 
he had done so much to establish (ff. 18, 19). 

Henry Husee the third gave the canons the area which 
they had enclosed on the east side of the mill de la Hurst 
Cf. 29). 

After Robert, the Chartulary presents the name of William 
as Abbot of Dureford. 

In 1237, he agreed to let some pasture between Graffham 
and Heyshot to Henry, son of Henry de Port (f. 57) ; and in 
November 1238, the grant by GeoflBty Hoese of the third part 
of a fee in Eblynton was confirmed by the Justices in West- 
minster to Abbot William and the convent, who, in return, 
undertook to remember his kinsman Henry Hoese in all their 
church offices and prayers {recepit H. H. in sin^idis ojiciis et 
orationibua in ecclesia) (f. 141). 

On the estate devolving upon Matthew Hoese, deeds of 
exchange took place between him and William on April 20, 

>'**BercheriA,Tercheria,berqTieria;lociiB etiam cam agro; reirex, berbix, berbis, 
berbicibus slendis idoneus ; predii species brebis.** — Pvcange. 

viii. 8 
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1236 ; and again, in 1242, an exchange of lands was agreed 
upon, one of the conditions being that the convent should pay 
him as rent a pair of gilt shoes {par calceorum deauratorum) 
(f. 22). The same parties had dealings again in 1244. The right 
of the canons to the tenth portion of aU the bread, meat, and 
fish, wine, beer, and cider, used in the very house of Matthew 
Hoese, as enjoined by a previous grant, though commuted 
by the original grantor for a money payment, as we have seen, 
appears to have been revived ; and we may easily presume 
it to have been found extremely vexatious and inconvenient. 
Its formal surrender was now made before the Justices Jollan 
de Hemle and John de Cobeham in the King's Court at 
Westminster, and was balanced by a grant of 5^ oxhides, 5 
acres of land, 20 acres of meadow at 12^. rent, 21b. of wax, 
and 1 lb. of cumin. The tenth cheese was, however, retained 
by the abbey (except lOlb. allowed free to Matthew Hoese 
as " Lord of Herting"), as also the pannage for their swine, 
and the liability to provide a fitting chaplain for Herting 
(f. 139). The supply of wax was increased by another donor, 
Robert de Walegrei de Staunton, who gave some land in 
Trotton to the abbey, and also a pound of wax for the feast 
of St. Michael. 

The next abbot to whose documents dates are given was 
Valentine, under whom the convent continued to enlarge its 
possessions. Matthew Hoese was influenced to grant leave to 
make such fishponds as might be needed on his moor, to cut 
a watercourse to them through his lands, and to enclose them 
with ditch and hedge (f. 22). Valentine also appears in 
other leases, signed by the parties alternately with their seals ^^ 
(ff. 64, 102). 

A hospital or lazar-house had been established in Herting 
by Henry Hoese, the founder of Dureford, with the sanction 
of the Albinis, who appear to have been early benefactors 
(before 1146) to the chief of such houses. Burton Lazars,^* 
in Leicestershire. One of the first donors to these lepers 
{leprosia) of St. Lazarus was Agnes, wife of Hugh Gimdeville, 
who, with consent of her husband, " out of her pure inherit- 
ance," gave them " four acres in Upton, in Est Harting," for 

i> " Hano cartam cyrograpbatum sigil- ^ Nichols' Leioeat., y. ii, p. 1, 272. 

lis nof»tri» alt^rnatim confirmavimup." 
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the redemption of the souls of her relations and forefathers. 
William of the Hospital ; Ralph, Archdeacon of Winchester 
(a. D. 1171) ; Earl Roger de Clare, and Richard his brother; 
Richard de Cainville, William de Caisneto, and others, con- 
firmed this (f. 145). At the feast of St. Michael in 1212, 
" Brother Michael, Master of the House of Lazarus in Eng- 
land, and its convents," gave Henry Hoese a quit-claim of 
all his authority in Herting (f. 145, the MS. is imperfect). 
As the lands of the hospital were principally in Upton and 
Est Harting, the convent perhaps became jealous of a rival 
power so near them. Abbot Valentine succeeded in buying 
up all their land by a payment of six score marcs (£80) made 
to " Terricus Alemannus/^ by the grace of God the humble 
Master of the very poor soldiery of the House of St. Lazants 
of Jerusalem and the brethren of the said house dwelling in 
England." This sale had been sanctioned by a general Chapter 
held at Burton, the money to be applied to the purchase of 
other lands (f. 106). An action was brought against Dure- 
ford after this sale by Walter de Upton, as the feudal lord ; 
but the convent's defence was that it had been put into lawful 
seisin of the land by a late Earl of Arundel ; and at the assizes 
at Lewes in 1248-9, this plea was allowed (f. 138). In order 
to complete this acquisition. Abbot Valentine also exchanged 
the convent's lands at Stanligh for some lands held in Herting 
of the brethren of St. Lazar, by John, Prior of the neighbouring 
monaste^ of Wolinchmere ^^ (f. 107). The interests of other 
tenants ^^ of the hospital were in like manner bought up, and 
fresh leases given them by Dureford. Abbot Valentine took 
care also to secure the sanction of Walter de Upton and his 
wife Matilda to these changes in his fee, by paying them 
seven marcs in the King's Court at Lewes, November 12, 
1248 (f. 138). 

The last-flated transaction of Abbot Valentine was the 
formal record in the King's Court at Westminster, in June, 



^ This name does not occur in the 
Monast. yi, 683. 

^ The Monast. tI, 680, doee not give 
the name of this prior. Linchmere is the 
name of the parish in which the priory of 
Shulbrede was, and by this Litter name it 
is more usually known. 

'' Henry Tike and Robert de HuUe, 



and Walter Tyhe, in 1261 ; Henry Pen 
and Bobert Gories, who held land at Up- 
ton, granted him by " Brother Osbert, 
the humble master and warden of the 
house of St. Lazarus at Burton" (ff. 118, 
114, 116, 109). Master Osbert's name may 
be added to the Monasticon, yi, 682. 
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1252, of the gift of four acres of land and three of wood in 
Westholte, granted to Dureford by Henry le Chauncelir and 
his wife Cecilia, in return for which the canons engaged to pay 
lib. of pepper and a pair of w^hite gloves, or one penny in 
lieu thereof, as rent at Michaelmas, and to remember the 
donors in all their prayers (f. 156, f. 150). 

The manors of Mapledurham and Petersfield had been 
given in 1247-8 by Richard, Earl of Gloucester, to his brother 
WilUam de Clare; and in 1258, when the lives of both brothers 
were imperilled by the treacherous poison of Walter de Scotney, 
it took fatal effect on William, who, after his death at Rother- 
field, was brought to a grave^® in Dureford Abbey, where he 
was probably placed in honour by the side of Henry Hoese. 

In 1260, various small grants were made to the abbey. 
For the land of Brocehole, given them by Henry Tripet, the 
canons were to present a wax candle of lib. weight on every 
feast of St. George to the Church of Trotton ; and this is diUy 
recorded by Master Richard, rector of that parish, and by 
Thomas, the son and heir of John St. George, who received 
20^. for his confirmation (f. 81). Sir Ralph Sanzaver, at the 
feast of St. Peter ad Vincula (Aug. 1st), on the receipt of six 
silver marcs, secured for them a gift of John de la Sere's land 
at Ripseley ; and this grant was honoured on the same day by 
the confirmatory seal of the great Simon de Montfort, Earl of 
Leicester, for which six silver marcs were paid him, and a 
rent of 10«. promised to him and his heirs (f. 94). 

Among the means of testifying their gratitude to their 
many benefactors, besides " admitting them and their heirs to 
all remembrances and prayers in their church/' the canons of 
Dureford adopted the expedient of displaying their armorial 
bearings on the encaustic tiles of their pavement. I must 
again thankfully acknowledge the able assistance afibrded by 
Mr, Minty in laboriously collecting and arrangin^g specimens 
of the broken tiles, which have been from time to time dug 
up near a barn in the adjoining farmyard, or scatterjed else- 
where. Many of these are very interesting, as bearing the 
arms of the founder and principal benefactors of the abbey ; 
and by the kindness and liberality of the present proprietor, 
the Rev. William Legge, these have been collected for the 

^ Yincent's Brooke, from Book of Tewkebury, ed. 1622, p. 220. 
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illustration of this memoir, and specimens of them will be 
deposited in the Society's Museum at Lewes. The expe- 
rienced skill of W. S. Walford, Esq., and Augustus W. Franks, 
£sq., has enabled the artist to represent in tbeir restored form 
the fifteen tiles on the opposite page, though found in mutilated 
fragments. The original tiles measured 6 inches square. 

No. 1 represents the arms of France (three fleurs-de-lis) 
betwixt two birds. This tile has been printed as No. 21 
in Mr. J. G. Nichols* Examples of Encaustic Tiles, from 
Warblington Church. 

2. A two-headed eagle on a lozenge. 

3. A two-headed eagle, chai-ged on the breast with a shield, 

bearing a lion rampant. This, as well as No. 2, was pro- 
bably a compliment to Richard, King of the Romans. 
It is No. 20 of Mr. Nichols', from Warblington. 

4. A floe heraldic tile, from which one coat is missing. The 

three remaining are — ■ 

1 . A lion rampant, probably for Fitz-Allen. 

2. On a chief two mullets — St. John. 

3. On a chief three roundles — Camoys. 

The bases of these shields point to the corners of the tile. 
11. A smaller tile than the rest, being 5^ inches square. It 
has two coats repeated opposite to one auother — 

1. Three chevrons — Clare, 

2. Three bars — though the ermine chief is not 

shown — probably Hussey. 
This is No. 19 of Mr. Nichols' from Warblington. 

There is also an imperfect fragment of one tile here given, 
which has the appearance of representing coats of arms ; but 
the heraldry is indistinct, and the shields 
may be merely ornamental devices ; si- 
milar instances occur in other medieval 
works of art. Besides the tiles above 
noticed as having been found at War- 
blington, in Hampshire, four others simi- 
lar to those at Dureford occur at Buriton, 
in the same county. The ornamental 
patterns are pecuUarly elaborate, too much 
so perhaps to produce much effect as a pavement. They 
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resemble in style those in the Chapter House at Westminster, 
and some of those from Chertsey. The same patterns occur 
at Warblington, East Sheen, St. Cross, and Winchester. 

The next abbot whose name we can trace in the chartulary, 
after an interval of some years, is John ; and this Christian 
name is attached to all the documents dated between 1263 
and 1286; but we cannot fix his election or his death, and 
indeed there may have been two abbots of the same name in 
this space of time. 

The transaction of 1 263 was of a singular character, and 
marks the skill of the canons of Dureford in turning to account 
their own encroachments. Though they had without authority 
enlarged their own enclosure of the moor near their house, 
Henry de Ferring and his wife Amicia bound themselves on 
August 1, 1263, not to claim this back, and to guarantee it to 
them, if the consent of the bishop and of the vicar of Rogate 
could be obtained to their building a domestic chapel at their 
own expense (f. 100). "Brother John, by the patience of 
God, Abbot of Dureford," ratified this excellent bargain " on 
the day of St. Cecilia the Virgin (Nov. 22) 1263,'* and allowed 
" an oratory to be constructed by Simon de Ferring and his 
wife within their hall at Wenham,^® in which divine offices 
might be celebrated by a Christian chaplain when they 
wished," on condition that they and all their household should 
attend the parish church of Rogate four times a year, at 
Christmas, Easter, and the feasts of St. Bartholomew and of 
the Dedication, and should there on oath promise to pay their 
offerings to the vicar, under penalty of the oratory being 
interdicted (f. 101). 

On their great festival of St. John the Baptist this year, 
Philip Watelye of Herting borrowed of the abbey 22*. 4rf. 
on his pledging to it his meadow and houses at Byfield for 
seven years, after which time all right to the property was to 
lapse to the abbey, if the loan were not repaid. This clause 
took effect accordingly in favour of the abbey in 1270 (f. 121). 

"Robert, the rector of Mapledurham,'' agreed with the 
convent in August 1265, as to tithes on their gardens, "ex- 
cept the old garden which lies within the enclosure of the 
monastery, on which no tithes had ever yet been paid ; " and 

'* " Unam oratorium infra cariam siiam de Wenliam.'* 
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Henry, the rector of Staunton, made a similar agreement that 
year for the small tithes of Brokeshole in Trotton (f. 40). 

The manor of Sonneworth in Hampshire was held on the 
service of providing one soldier, and consisted of '' 53 acres 
of land, 16 of wood, and 2 of meadow in Mapuldram,'' as 
appeared in a suit at the Winchester assize, January, 1266 
(f. 166) ; and of this manor the abbey became possessed in 
1267. Gilbert de Clare, Earl of Gloucester and Hereford, 
had granted it to Roger Loveday, with the reservation of the 
due feudal services, and also a pair of gold shoes at Easter as 
rent. This was at Christmas given over to the abbey by Roger 
Loveday on payment of 24 mare^ a year with penalty of 
distraint. From this burden, however, it was soon relieved, 
Roger Loveday giving a quit-claim, and the generous earl also, 
" moved by piety and for the welfare of his soul, and desirous 
of promoting the good of the convent of Dureford, released 
the payment," and contented himself with the gold shoes 
without the money. Duplicates duly sealed of this deed were 
agreed to be kept by Abbot John and Roger Loveday by an 
indenture dated at Dureford, 17 Kal. April (March 17), 1267 
(f. 165). 

A claim of Richard de Denemede, and the interest of John 
de la More at Sonneworth, were brought up by Abbot John 
(flf. 163, 164). Every grant seemed tdways to be the fore- 
runner of others in the same neighbourhood. William, son 
of Otway, gave " for the support of the canons lying in the 
infirmary, land at Sonneworth, and pasture for 100 sheep, 
12 oxen, and 4 cows in his own pasture, a portion of grass 
(vesturam), and sufficient fuel {fuailt) from his wood .... 
for an annual payment of 12rf. and not more" (f. 147). The 
same donor afterwards enlarged his grant, under the pressure 
of need, by two yardlands at Sonneworth at 12«. rent, and 
another on the road to Chalton {Chawton ?) at 4«. rent, "for 
which grant and confirmation," he says, "the canons have given 
me, in my great need, to release me from the hands of the Jews, 
22 silver marcs (£14. 13*. 4rf.) and a palfrey, and 40 ewes, 
and 50 wethers, and 50 lambs, and have also given my wife 
Johanna a golden ring and 2*., to my heir Ralph another 
golden ring, and to my son Simon a silver brooch (Jlrmaculum) 
and vie/., and to my son Robert \id" (f. 147.) 
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This propitiation of all the parties interested by small gifts 
was an expedient to imply their assent to the deed. A rent- 
charge of 2*. which the same parties had given to " William, 
son of Master Thomas de Cbalton, formerly rector of that 
place," was bought up by the convent paying 2 marcs (ff. 149, 
1 54). The third William de Albini, Earl of Sussex,^ confirmed 
this (f. 154), as did also Ralph the son, who added, on the 
receipt of 12 marcs from the convent, "brushwood to mend 
hedges from thewood{clausturam adsepea daudendas in boaco)^ 
Ralph's credit seems to have been bad, for Gwydo de Merlaue, 
to whom he owed ten pounds and forty pence, or 20 acres of 
land, with 2«. rent in his manor of Sonneworth, transferred 
the debt to Dureford Abbey (f. 156). After acquiring by 
gift or purchase the rights of several other parties (flF. 1 16-120, 
131) in Herting, a solemn deed of confirmation was given 
to the convent on the feast of the Holy Trinity 1271, war- 
ranted by William Husee, Robert le Faukener, Roger de la 
Putte, Philip Whateley, John de la More, William Brun, Henry 
Whitside, Robert Samson, and others, who had all previously 
enjoyed some rights of property in West Harting; and to this 
was added the sanction of " Sir Henry Husee, Lord of Harting," 
with his license to enclose and build upon the land (f. 132). 

About 1269, another light was provided for the church on 
St. John's day by Gervase de Almoditon, who for this special 
purpose gave a rent-charge of 2*. a year " for the benefit of 
his own soul and that of his wife Oselie" (f. 54). 

It was very important to the convent to obtain full pos- 
session of the manor of Rogate, and this object seems to 
have been efiected in the year 1270 by Abbot John. Sir 
Thomas Pamel had purchased for 30 marcs all the rights of 
John Boun, son and heir of Franco de Bonn (the Bohuns of 
Midhurst), on the easy condition of presenting a rose annually 
at the feast of St. John the Baptist, June 25th (f. 135), fortu- 
nately a season when even in those days of rude horticulture, 
roses were not scarce ; and when Sir Thomas Pamel transferred 
all his right to the abbey, the feudal lord, John de St. John, 
renounced in its favour " all his rent in the manor, with the 
homages, services, wards, rehefs, escheats, and all other privi- 
leges," retaining only the same pleasant tenure of a rose in 

* ** WiUdmus Comee Susaexie tercius." 
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June. His chaplain, Valentine, was empowered to act as his 
attorney in putting the abbot and convent into full seisin of 
this gift, and to require all the tenants to consider them in 
future as their lords (f. 97). 

The gradual absorption of surrounding property by the 
convent still continued from the gifts of persons not other- 
wise important. The family of La Dene had property in 
Mapulderham, and Johanna, wife of Alebrand de Hoctone, 
gave the convent a rent of 20«. arising from a tenement there, 
the gift of her father, John de la Dene. This was duly 
certified in the King's Court at Westminster, on the morrow 
of All Souls, 1270, by Abbot John, Alebrand, and Robert de 
la Dene (f. 173). Gilbert de la Dene had in March 1257, 
given half his land at Tackelye, and Richard de la Dene all 
his moor called Fordwode, and Roger Loveday transferred the 
rent of half a marc in Mapulderham, which he had purchased 
from William de la Dene and his wife Anastasia, to Abbot 
John and the convent (f. 182). 

About 1270, Henry le Chalvers gave the convent some 
important privileges for a rent of 2*. and a payment of two 
marcs ; the meadow of Holemede, with a lead of water {cum 
ductu ague), and a croft enclosed by ditch and hedge, with 
all the grass {cum tota vestura), and a free road to go and 
return as far as Takely, the coursie of which road could only 
be changed by their consent for one equally convenient.^^ 
Henry de Chalvers, apparently the son, increased this gift by 
four measured acres of Longmede, between the land of Geoffry 
the cook and the water which comes from Petersfield. Con- 
stantia his wife received 2«. in compensation {jin gersumd) for 
this, and 14^. 4(/. was paid him in ready money, besides 3*. 6rf. 
rent. 

The lords of Bramber were frequent benefactors. By a 
deed dated at Dureford, May 23, 1269, William de Braose, 
for thirty silver marcs, granted the convent a water-mill, with 
four acres of meadow, and common pasture for six animals in 
the proper season in the wood of Brokeswode, in West Grin- 
sted (f. 46) ; and on the vigQ of St. James (April 29), 1290, 

^ ** Libenim ehiminnm enndi et rede tuque in Takeley per Haiam et ric recte 
imdi sibi et funulis et aiiis suis et carris ad stalariam Semite deHertixig ad Peters- 
et carectis absque tedio et Tesatione aHqua field*' (f. 183). 

VIII. 9 



66 DUREFORD ABfiET. 

at Chichester, he made an exchange " for lands in his park at 
Eindone" (f. 46). " On examining the indigence {inspecta 
indiffentia) of the canons/' he gave them a saltpan and the 
mill of Tarcurteys ; but his son afterwards exchanged this for 
another saltpan near the castle of Bramber (f. 49). This 
gave occasion to the gift of the quarter of another saltpan at 
Bedelmingeton from Hugh Buci, confirmed by W. de Braose 
(f. 50). Juliana de Pig, daughter of Philip de Braose, was 
also a benefactor. 

The friendly support of the Hoeses was always at hand, and 
fairly fulfilled the injunctions of the founder of the abbey. 
On November 16, 1270, after receiving from William Hoese 
a grant of half an acre above the marl-pit {super fnarleriam), 
near Punfeld, in West Harting, for the welfare of the souls 
of the donor and his wife, the canons took the opportunity to 
obtain his sanction to various encroachments which the con- 
vent had been gradually making. '* John, by the patience 
of God, Abbot of Dureford," was a party to an amicable 
agreement (tandem amabUiter consentiunf) to drop all plaints 
against William Hoese, who, in return, granted to the con- 
vent a quit-claim of all their encroachments, which they had 
made by the ditch round their garden on the south side of 
the water of Dureford, and by the diteh near his meadow. 
La Burbred (reserving only the rights of common pasture 
after the hay had been carried), and renounced in their favour 
all his claims in Eldeland, and the sheep-farm (fiercAeria) 
which they had constructed on the hills at West Harting. In 
grateful acknowledgment of all which substantial gains. Abbot 
John presented one goshawk (unum ostercum) to William 
Hoese (f. 133). 

Numerous instances occur in the chartulary, of Abbot 
John having successfully pushed forward his boundaries 
by enclosing convenient portions adjacent. About 1268, 
he procured the sanction of Hennr Russell of Rogate for 
the encroachment made before the house of the late Henry 
le Child (f. 105). Roger le Jay similarly gave up a croft 
lying between his own door and the convent's land of La 
Wisse (f. 102); and Peter de Stuchelithe gave up all his 
land up to the diteh of the canons (f. 89), and, with the assent 
of his wife Agnes, he also permitted Aufrid, the chaplain of 
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Ferring, to give them up a croft near his house (f. 90). A 
lease of 7^ acres had been given them by Walter de Frilande, 
at a rent of 1 lb. of cumin ; but even from this slight return 
they were soon relieved, and a quit-claim for the cumin 
given them (ff. 89, 92, 93). Another encroachment by a 
ditch round *'the East Ryefelde" was also permitted by 
William Hoese, as the lord of West Harting (f. 94). The 
lord of Hey shot, John de Percy, was glad (March 6, 1276) 
to exchange his lands near Longmede for a meadow near the 
garden of his own house which belonged to the convent ; and 
doubtless the exchange was profitable to Dureford. Isabella 
de Bruis, mother of William de Perci, had given the field of 
Thopeley, held by the priest of Tolliton, for the soul of her 
husband Henry ; and this, in 1279, was leased out by Abbot 
John (ff. 61, 62, 60). 

The unexhausted and inexhaustible fund of the prayers of 
the pious abbot and canons was a most efficacious means of 
exchange in procuring fresh gifts. In the year 1271, Gilbert 
de la Sale and Robert le Taupenor granted two acres in 
West Harting to Abbot John, in return for which he liberally 
received them and their heirs into all remembrances and 
prayers within his church (recepit eoa in singulis beneficiis et 
orationidus) (f. 137). On the morrow of St. Michael, in 
1281, Abbot John deputed "brother John Quyck" to be 
a party, at Winchester, before Solomon de Ross and other 
justices, to the legal sanction of the grant to Dureford of 
7i acres in Mapulderham by Robert Aldwyne and his wife 
Amicia, whom the convent promised always to include in 
their prayers (f. 171). 

Another canon, brother Henry Ferre, had, a few years 
sooner, furnished evidence of the aspiring claims of Dureford 
in a different manne>. The jury of the Hundred of Porchester, 
in 1274-5, had reported that he with many others had taken 
14 old sheets of lead from the church of Porchester Castle 
{ceperunt in ecclesia castri de Porcestre ^sxixpannos deplumbo 
veteres), and had carried them off by night. We are left 
without any further explanation of this seemingly lawless 
appropriation. 

The Hundred jury recorded at this time that the Abbot of 
Dureford had warren in the vill of Dureford, and claimed 



68 DVBEFORD ABBEY. 

the same in the Hundred of Westbury,^ but they professed 
themselves ignorant on what grounds. King Henry III had 
indeed granted the abbot in 1251-2 free warren in his manors 
of Harting, Tratington, and Finden in Sussex, of Maple Dur- 
ham and Suneworth in Hampshire, and of Eblinton, county of 
Wilts. 

It was about this time that by the charily of Ralph de 
Tomi, his wife Matilda de Derbye, and their son John, '* the 
vill of Bristhalmestone/' by their gift of " a yardland, with the 
persons on it and a cottage there/' was made to provide a 
burning lamp and a wax candle, at the cost of 14td. each, and 
to pay for a daily mass for the dead at the altar of St. Cathe- 
rine at Dureford (f. 47, 48). 

The Mortmain Act of Edward I endeavoured to put a check 
upon the landed acquisitions of monastic houses ; but these 
restrictions were easily broken ; indeed the same king, by his 
Charter, dated Clipston, March 10, 1274, so far exempted 
Dureford Abbey as to permit its receiving land to the annual 
value of £20, in order to support two chaplains, one secular 
and the other a canon, out of the 500 marcs bequeathed by 
Henry de Guildeford and paid by his executors (f. 203). 
Other donors were equally permitted. On July 11, 1275, 
Richard Aldwyne gave a messuage and 24 acres of land, and 
4 acres of alders {alneti) in Mapulderham ; and Richard 
Martin gave five acres in Sonneworth to be in the abbot's 
fee {que sit defeodo Ahbati^ f. 197. By a royal letter from 
York, Dec. 2, 1283, other very considerable gifts to Dureford 
received similar sanction, notwithstanding the Mortmain Act. 
'' Richard de Rudeham, the parson of the church of Stoke, 
and Walter de Yping, gave the convent 4 messuages, 350^ 
acres of land, 8^ of meadow, 10 of alders, 13«. 8rf. rent in 
Mapulderham ; and the gift of a messuage, 26 acres of land, 
1 acre of meadow, 4 of moor, by Richard Adchele, was valued, 
by the King's escheator beyond Trent, Richard de Clare, at 
103«. 4rf., in part satisfaction of the £20 allowed" (ff. 221, 204). 
The estimate perhaps was purposely lowered, in order to favour 
the convent. In 1818, many other grants followed, of land 
at Buriton and Westerton, from the same liberal " parson of 
Stoke" (f. 212); and of 31 acres from John de Brudeford 

« Rot. Hundred, 3 Edw. I, II, pp. 224, 210, 218. 
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(f. 209) ; of land firom Peter de la Chaumbre (f. 217) ; and of 
land in Mapulderham, from .Hugh Dandele (f. 206). 

The last dated deed of Abbot John was a lease of some 
land at Chithurst, signed at Dureford on St. George's day 
(April 23) 1286, in which the tenant undertook to close and 
gnard the abbot's wood, la Wyke (f. 95). 

The remote situation of Dureford occasionaUy caused its 
omission when the king applied* to other monasteries of the 
same order for their prayers and masses on behalf of his 
deceased relations. This was the case in 1296, when Edward I 
wrote from Aberdeen on the death of his brother Edmund ; in 
1800, on the occasion of his cousin Edmund Duke of Com- 
wall's death; and in 1305, when the French queen, sister- 
in-law to the English Queen Margaret, died. (Rymer's Foed.) 
On the occasion however of levying an aid ''purjille marier'* 
in 1 289, the king sent the abbot of Dureford the customary 
writ for his contribution.^ 

The valuation of the convent's property prepared for taxa- 
tion about this time, has been partly handed down to us by 
an entry in the chartulary (f. 144) : — 

The chinch of the monastery of Derforde, taxed a.d. 1 292. 



In the bishoprick of Winchester — 

AtHolte .... 100 acres 
Sonnewerthe. . . . 200 
Dvcham .... 180 
Weston .... 240 
Sandhurst .... 80 
Le Heath .... 108 
Also the Tannery, valued at 

Also in the county of Winchester — 

In rents valued at 

Sum of the whole valuation in the 



99 



ff 



99 



f> 



»> 



li. 

5 

5 



», 

27 

13 

56 
2 
20 
5 20 
40 



d. 

8 
2 





} 



6 8i 
28 14i 



bishoprick of Winchester 

Of which the tenth is 56«. 1^., — namely, 28«. Oid, for one moiety, and 
28«. Oid, for the other moiety. 
" In the bishoprick of Salisbuiy^ 

For tenements in Okebume and Duryngton, for moiety 8«. 9id. ; sum of 
aU the tenth Is. ^d. 

" In the bishoprick of Chichester, by the Valuation Boll in the Treasury of 
Chichester — U. 9. d. 

For what it has in Herting 6 16 6 

For what it has in Bertone at Derforde . . 8 17 9 
And for Bypfdd and Wyke and Wyhamse . 17 10" 

^ 18 Edw. I. Msddoz Excheq. i, 600 ^. 
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The MS. has been here clipped off; but in another page 
(f. 83), written in another hand, there is what appears to be a 
conclusion. 

li, «• d, 

*' Sam of aU the taxation {totiu9 taxaminia) in the 
bishoprick of Chichester, 34^t. 10«. 2d, 

Midehurst, for temporalities 47 8 J* 

And for the church of Bogate 21 4 

Total smn of the tenth . . 3 V^ 

" Temporalities of the monastery of Dureforde in the bishoprick of Salisbury, 
S^f. 15«. bd, ; of which 5i marcs 2«. 6i(^. are paid, and an equal sum they 
owe for 5rf. on every marc. 

*' Temporalities in the bishoprick of Chichester, 39&'. 10s, M. ; also in the 
bishoprick of Winton, 42 marcs 15£^." 



The above valuation in the diocese of Winchester is nearly 
identical with that in Pope Nicholas' Taxation at the same 
period, which includes " a mill valued at £8. 6*. 8fl?.," not 
specified in the Chartulary ; and in the Chichester diocese, 
"Rypfeld" appears as "Rippislie," and rents fromRogate and 
Harting valued at £12. 4«. 9d, are added, making a total of 
£23. 16*. lOd. 

After this array of figures preparatory to undergoing taxa- 
tion, the recording canon bursts out in a jubilant strain with 
Latin veirse, to note down that the painful operation had been 
successfully endured. 

" Feram^ res audita pent litera seripia manet. Be it remembered, that the 
abbot and convent of Dureforde have paid a.d. mgc ninety-three and four to 
our Lord the King for the above particulars in the whole to the amount of 
viZf . xiii9. vuii<f., namely, for temporalities in the bishoprick of Salisbury in 
those years xxxviii^. iii^., also for temporalities in the bishoprick of Win- 
chester xiiiiZt. xvd,** 

After the latest dated charter of Abbot John in 1286, we 
have but one authentic record during a long interval. At the 
General Chapter of the Premonstratensian Order, in July 
1310, OsBERT appeared as Abbot of Dureford among his 
brother abbots, and took his share in their resolutions.^ 

This Council of the English Abbots of the Order marks an 
important epoch in its history ; and, as the authority of the 
Crown and the influence of the Papal Court became involved 

» Sloaue MSS. 4934, f. 27. 
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in the matter then disputed, it may be well to trace its 
nature. 

Pope Innocent^ had specially exempted the English abbeys 
of the Order from all visitation, except that of Premonstre ; 
and in virtue of this supremacy, '' the province of England " 
had annually paid a money-tribute to this parent monastery. 
Any such payment to aliens however had now become illegal 
by the recent statute of Carlisle, January 1307. When there- 
fore Adam the abbot of Premonstre, in 1310, made his requi- 
sition upon the English houses for ihe usual tax for that year, 
and for some in arrear,.they naturally took alarm at their 
ambiguous position, and all the abbots of the order (except 
those of Bayham and St.Radegund) met at Lincoln on July 23, 
to take measures in common as to their conflicting duties 
towards their father abbot and their king. The two abbots 
of Langdon and Sulleby were there appointed as proctors to 
proceed to Premonstre, with full powers to explain " how they 
were prohibited by the law, a copy of which they had abready 
sent (penes vos habetia), and the transgression of which would 
make them exiles and traitors. They wished their default of 

Eayment to be considered not as voluntary or contemptuous, 
ut as the result of their reverence of the law." To this 
remonstrance were affixed the names and seals of the following 
" Brother abbots : — Thomas of Newhous, John of Alnewick, 
John of Welbeck, William de Brackley of Croxton, Richard 
of Barling, Roper of St. Agatha {Easby)^ Walter de Flage of 
Hales Owen, William Horsley of Dale, John of Beauchief, 
William of Hagneby, Alan of Leyton, Osbert of Lerford^ 
WUliam of Neubon, William of Lavenden/'^ 

The Abbot Superior and the Chapter General of Premonstre 
were by no means willing to accept these excuses, or submit 
to the threatened loss of revenue. They pronounced all the 
English abbots contumacious, and strictly commanded them 
to pay the tax {talliam) within fifteen days after the next 
Easter, on pain of excommunication. The proctors were ordered 
to report this to the English abbots before Christmas ; and 
they accordingly summoned a chapter of the order to meet 

* Dugdale's Monast., tI, 863. Monastioon, may be useful to the histo* 

* Sloane MSS. 4084, ff. 26, 27. The rians of those abbeys, 
names in italics not being in Dngdale's 
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at Lincoln on October 18, 1810. The king, on the other hand, 
expressly forbade the proctors to collect any part of the tax, 
by a letter dated from Berwick, Nov. 10, 1310. The com- 
mands of Abbot Adam were duly laid before their brother 
abbots by the proctors ; and though his seals attached were 
scrupulously examined and minutely certified by a notary, yet 
the resolution to refuse payment was firmly maintained.^ 

The authority of the law of England over any foreign juris- 
diction has ever been upheld by the state, and on this occasion 
Edward II renewed his prohibition on May 7, 1311. This 
was however too important a point for Premonstre to yield ; 
so that in due course, in 1312, the abbot solemnly excom- 
municated all the English abbots for their contumacy, and 
revoked all indulgences {^ratios) from their houses, except 
from St. Radegunde, which appears to have made its peace 
apart from its fellows. Bayham Abbey, which had at first 
sent no representative to the chapter, had since declared that 
*' it was unnatural, and was no duty of children to enrich their 
parents," although Peter, now abbot of Premonstre, wrote a 
begging letter, pleading for some money to repair his recent 
losses by the Duke of Orleans.^ 

Both parties then applied to the Court of Rome for a 
decision ; and while it was yet in suspense, the English proctor 
wrote to warn the abbots of the rumour that the Abbot of 
Premonstre had bought the favour of the Pope {ut dicitur^ 
composuif) by 10,000 florins, and that of the cardinals by 
100 to each, concluding however with a stout reliance on the 
justice of his cause, " but I hope nevertheless to succeed " 
{sed credo benefacere^ valete).^ This confidence was not unre- 
warded; and on March 7, 1312, the cardinal appointed by 
Pope Clement V to decide upon the case decreed at Yienne 



V Sloane's MSS. 4984^ ff. 29, 80, 82 ; 
as to the seals, f. 86. Six abbots met ^* in 
the new chamber '* of Barling Abbey, and 
examined the seals to the two letters of 
Abbot Adam. ** One a round seal on green 
wax, and in the middle of the seal there 
sat, as if in a stall (quasi in cathedra) a 
certain figure, in the likeness of a bishop, 
haying his right hand raised as for bless- 
ing, and in the left he held the pastoral 
staff. On the right side was written 
SAiroTirB, and on the left kvajnnwB, 



the inscription round which seal is SlOIL- 
LTJic Abbatuic Pbxmokbtbatbvbis gapi- 
TT7LI. The other letter is stamped with a 
long seal, on green wax,** and a similar 
figure is described, with a staff in his 
right, and holdine a certain book before 
his breast in his left hand, with the in- 
scription, SiaiLLtnc Abbatis PssKOir- 

BTRATBNBIS. 

» Sloane MS. 4934, ff. 41, 66. 
» Id., f. 67. 
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that the Abbot of Premonstre had imposed taxes contrary to 
the statutes of the order, being without the consent of the 
abbots, and without cause shown ; and that on his visitation 
of the English abbeys he had been too burdensome by his 
manner of travelling, and by the number of his attendants ; 
that he had received and extorted from them countless money 
on pretext of his visitation, beyond the sufficient victuals usually 
presented to Visitors (in evectionum et famUiarum numero in 
plurimum onerosuSy recipiendo etiam et extorquendo ad ipsis 
pecuniam innumeratam ratione visitationis Aujus ultra compe'- 
tentia victualia ewhiberi visitantidus conmeta.)^ 

This award was too strong to be resisted ; and the baffled 
abbot felt compelled on Feb. 12, 1313, to authorise the Abbot 
of Langdon to absolve his opponents from his excommunica- 
tion.*^ A few years later, in 1316, a compromise took place, 
by which it was agreed, that " on account of the expensive 
and perilous passage of the sea," the province of England 
should in future be represented by a proxy at the General 
Councils of Premonstre ; and that the abbot visitor, either in 
person or by proxy, should every fifth year be provided with 
the usual means of travelling, but not with the expenses of 
the passage over, and with the necessaries of life for himself 
and his party only, and should have no power to depose 
abbots.^ 

As no money was to be got, the abbots of Premonstre do not 
appear to have visited England in person after this epoch, but 
to have deputed some English abbot to act for them ; and we 
have instances of the heads of Bayham, Shap, and Welbeck 
being thus selected. The honour seems to have created some 
internal jealousy in the order ; for we have letters of the abbot 
of Barling canvassing others to attend the chapter, '^ lest the 
Abbot of Welbeck should entice fresh privileges for himself 
by flattery or threats,*'^ and vaunting " his own submission 
for the sake of peace under the afironts of his pompous, proud, 
and inordinate words against him, which contain little truth " 
{per verba sua poniposa et elata ac inordinata que minus con^ 
tinent veritatem)?^ 

Great exertions seem to have been made by Dureford to 

» Id., f. 61. « Id., f. 58. « Id., f, 69. 

» Id., f. 66. »♦ Id., f. 74. 

VllT, 10 
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raise money early in the fourteenth century, and the grant of 
a corrody or right of maintenance for life on the food of the 
convent was the readiest means of doing so. '' On the 
Monday after the Translation of St. Thomas the Martyr 
(July 7), 1321, John, by the patience of God Abbot of Dure- 
ford," for such was now again the abbot's name, granted to 
John le Mareschal of Guldeforde and Joanna de Kyngewode 
his wife, a corrody in the abbey, for their lives or the survivor 
of them, consisting of " two white conventual loaves of the 
the same boulting and flour {de eodem bultello et frumento) 
which the abbot and the convent have, and two loaves of 
seconds, and two flagons of conventual beer, and one flagon 
of second mixture, and for companage^^ 6«. 8e/. yearly as long 
^as they lived. A site was also granted them within the abbey 
on the west from their entrance gate of a certain bridge 
called Harford, with a certain portion of the curtilege, as 
included within marks and boundaries, together with litter 
and fuel sufficient for their condition, and also every night 
four candles, which they call Paris candles, sixteen of which 
make the weight of a pound {singulis nodibus 4 candelas quas 
dicunt PariscandUea quartim 16 /acient pondus 1 libre), and 
hay, with one peck of bruised oats {avene minute) nightly for 
a horse, only however while they are dwelling within the 
abbey, and four bushels of flour and four bushels of salt 
annually ; and they shair have free common pasturage for six 
pigs and two cows,'' and shall keep the house in good repair. 
For these advantages, the convent received 100 marcs in real 
money, and John and Joanna were to be for ever included in 
their prayers, promising in good faith to be ever friendly and 
special helpers in advancing the interests of Dureford and its 
church {amicabilea et speciales fore coadjutores) f. 198. 

Another corrody seems to have been granted near this 
time by Abbot John to Richard le Peyntour of Okford, by 
which he was to be entitled to "one white loaf called a 
miche^ and a gallon of conventual beer, or cider when the 



>B Coumpanage, Fr., "meat, acates, Lireth more at ease and more is rich, 

rictoalB, aU kinds of food except bread Than doeth he that is chich." 

and drinke."— CoraBATB. Chauoeb, Somauni ofSose, 65S5. 

^ " For he that hath mitohes tweine, " Mica ponitur pro pane modioo qui 

Ne value in his demeine, fit in curiis magistromm Tel in monas* 
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beer failed,^ or one penny, and a dish from the kitchen, with a 
pittance {unum album panem vocatum miche et 1 galonem cev" 
vme conventualia vel cisere cum cerviaia defuerit aut vnum 
denarium^ et 1 ferting de coquina cum pitancia vel 10*.)> 
and a yearly coat of the same cloth as that used by the free 
servants of the convent, or 10^.» with fuel and candles as 
needed" (f. 201). 

Soon after the grant of these corrodies, another abbot had 
succeeded ; and we find " brother Thomas, by the patience 
of God, Abbot of Dureford," resorting to the same expedient 
to assist him in meeting the expenses of the convent. In 
March 1323, the common seal was afiixed in chapter to a 
corrody to John Cook {coco) of Hauekly, in consideration of 
forty pounds sterling, and an annual payment of 10^. for the 
repairs of the church (ad emendationem ecciesie nostre). This 
secured food and lodging to John Cook for his life ; " every 
day a white loaf called miche, and a black loaf called 
seconds (seeds.), and a gallon of conventual beer, or cider, or 
wine, or a penny when both are deficient, and from the 
kitchen as much as is given to a canon of our church, but 
always from the conventual kitchen, granting him moreover 
an area within the gate of the abbey to build thereupon a 
decent house for himself, at his own expense, suitable to his 
condition^ and two loads of wood from our wood yearly, as 
much as may be carried by two horses to his house in our 
abbey, and two lbs. of suet candles (de candelis de cepo)^^ 

The candles here stipulated were probably like those still 
in use in dairies and farm-kitchens in the neighbourhood of 
Dureford and other parts of Sussex, made of the pith of 
rushes dipped in tallow. When used they were fixed in an 
iron frame of simple construction, and held in their place 
and upright position by a rude spring on the side. The 
woodcut, from a drawing of R. G. P. Minty, Esq., represents 
one of these rush-sticks in his possession, 8|- inches high, and 
will best explain their form and nature. They often have 



teriiB.'* (Vocabularium bieriloquum, Ar- Diet. 1611.) The word is Btill found in 

pent.1498.)'* Miche, sQnemanchet, which the Diet, de TAcad^mie, "pain de gros* 

u otherwise termed pa»» du chapiire^ a seur mediocre, pesant an moint une liyre 

fine white hard-kneaded and flat manchet, et quelquefoia deux ." 

weighing about 16 ounces." (Cotgraye'a ■' .Cepo pro cebo, suif, Fr., suet. 
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a hook to hang them od b wall or chimney-piece, and the 
base is frequently a mere block of wood. Letter 68 t>f 
White's Selbome (which is but seven 
miles distant from Dureford) de- 
scribes the mode of making these 
cheap lights, by stripping off the 
peel (after softening them in water) 
from the common rushes {juncus 
canglomeraiua), leaving only one 
narrow rib for support. After being 
bleached on the grass, and dried in 
the sun, they are dipped into scald- 
ing grease. The common bulrush 
{ficirpus lacustris) is also now in use 
for the purpose, and, being larger, 
is split to form two or three candles. 
Where bees are kept, a httle wax is 
added. A long rush will burn 
nearly an hour. 
This corrody was "to continue 
^ without any diminution whatever; 

~ --— but John Cook was bound not to 

alienate, sell, or give it away, but to keep it for himself, or 
forfeit aU"(f. 196). 

The liberty here given to a stranger to build a house for 
himself within the precincts of the abbey is uDUSoa), but of 
course the profitable reversion was looked for. 

There was still a want of money, which the £40 paid 
down did not fuUy satisfy, and the very next day Abbot 
Thomas and the convent borrowed " fourscore- pounds ster- 
ling" from Henry de Eston of East Tisted, " for tne benefit of 
the church and its release from difficulties " {adardua negocta 
ecctesie et utilitatevi expedienda). This was to be repaid by 
£20 yearly, and for such repayment they pledged " all their 
goods moveable and immoveable wherever they might be 
fomid " (f. 195). 

In the following year a memorable incident in the annals 
of the abbey occurred, when King Edward II visited it, and 
dated from hence a letter to the Pope concerning Gascony. 
In his journey from Petworth to Porchester, the king lodged 
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here on Saturday, September 8, 1324, on which day the 
expenses of his household amounted to £10. 6*. 0|rf.^ 

The royal visit does not seem to have brought increased 
prosperity, and perhaps the reception of a king may have 
brought its own burdens. At any rate, money was still 
wanted, and for this purpose the' bounty of the founder's 
descendants was now called into action. Walter Hoese came 
forward in fulfilment of his ancestor's injunctions, and gave 
100 marcs (£66. 13«. Ad.) for the permanent good of the 
convent {in utilitateni domus nostre seu monaaterii nostri per- 
petuam), and a new canonry was in consequence founded. 
"At Dureford, on the day of Saints Fabian and Sebastian (Jan. 
20) in the year of our Lord 1327, Thomas, by divine permis- 
sion. Abbot of Dureford," made a solemn agreement^^ with 
the Abbot of Hyde, giving to him, or in his de&ult to the 
Prior of Hyde, the right of presenting " to a chantry in the 
abbey church of Dureford a fit person as a canon and brother 
of Dureford," with preference to the kindred of Walter Hoese 
(preteritis aliis citius admittetur). The duties assigned to this 
new canon were to pray for the founder and his wife while 
alive, and after theur deaths to perform daily the full service 
of the dead for the benefit of their souls and those of their 
ancestors, and of all benefactors at the altar of St. Katharine ; 
and Dureford undertook to admit him, when duly appointed, 
without impediment. Not only were the seals of the abbey 
and of Walter Hoese alternately affixed to this deed, but 
also, at the request of the latter, the conventual seal of the 
Abbot of Hyde, witnessed by " Sir Henry Husee, Sir Ralph de 
Camoys ; Sir Edward de St. John, Knight ; Henry of Havonte, 
Jordan le Hayward (called of Havonte), Richard le Butelyr, 
and others." 

Soon after this, a fresh disaster occurred to increase the 
difficulties of the abbey. John de Langton, Bishop of Chi- 
chester (between 1383 and 1337), wrote from Aldingbume 
to Adam de Orleton, Bishop of Winchester, explaining " that 
Dureford monastery had been reduced to extreme poverty, 
owing to robbers invading it as enemies, both by the firing 
their house and goods, as well as by their plunder {per pre- 

" an9§ex Areh, CoUeeHoHM, YI, 50. ^ Harieian MS. 1761, f. 162. 
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danes tpsum hostiliter invadentes, tarn per incendium dofnus ef 
rerum suarnm, quam per spoliationem eorundein). From special 
affection, the bishop professed having long been moved to 
compassion by their penury {tnopia), and he, for such reason, 
requested the advowson of Compton Church to be given 
them*' (f. 201). It appeals that soon afterwards they became 
possessed of half the manor of Compton, near Guildford. 
(20 Edw. Ill, p. 2. m. 23). 

The king's commissioners, who came round in 1340 to 
assess the parishes for taxation, reported that the ninth part 
of the sheaves, fleeces, and lambs from the lands of the Abbot 
of Dureford in Rogate were that year worth 26*. 8d., and in 
Hertyng 27s. 8d. {Nofiarum Inq., p. 364.) 

When the Black Prince, as the sovereign's eldest son, was 
about to receive knighthood, a distraint was made upon 
Dureford Abbey, which had objected to pay the feudal dues 
usual on such an occasion. Among the Rolls of Parliament, 
1347-8, is found a petition to Edward III and his Council 
from " ses povres chapelyns Tabbe et covent de Dureford," 
referring to the original free gift of Henry Hoese, duly con- 
firmed by King Henry II, with all the privileges and free 
customs belonging to the land as in frank-almoign, by virtue 
of which they ought to be freed from the grievous charges 
imposed on them by the king's collectors. In his answer the 
king acknowledged the claim, and released the lands, as held 
" en pure et perpetuel almoigne."^ 

The canons were successful in maintaining their rights 
also on another opportunity. Besides the gift of half his 
land in Eblynton by Geoffry Hose (f. 141), which Sir Hubert 
Hosee had confirmed, they had received in 1243-4, from 
Matthew Hosee, half the manor of Chydeston, in Kent ; but 
of this they had been violently dispossessed in 1354, and they 
were obliged to appeal to the law, when a Kentish jury 
restored it to them, with £22 as damages (f. 142). 

On the eve of the great conventual feast of St. John the 
Baptist in 1364, Abbot John atte Re was in authority at 
Dureford^^ (f. 143) ; and it was probably in his time that hia 

^ Bot. Pari., No. 67, 21-22, Edw. III. and P. Bidelieate, ooming to 'dominnt 
^ The doeuiuent is imperfect, bat re- Johannes attb Be, abbas de Pureford.* 
cords Adam de Badesole, of Froxfield, 
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convent was appointed to coUect the clerical subsidy in the 
archdeaconry of Lewes in 1380, while Robertsbridge Abbey 
iSUed the same office in the Lewes archdeaconry.^ The 
church of Rogate is there valued among the spiritualities of 
the abbey at sixteen marcs, on which the subsidy is rated at 
2ls. 4d. Of its temporalities, the manor of Herting is 
valued at £6. 16«. 6rf. ; that of Bertone (Buriton) at 77s. dd. ; 
at Ripsle, Wyhouse, and Wyke, at 17*. lOd. ; and at Rogate 
and Harting, from rents £12. 4s. 9rf.— total £23. Us. lOd. 
As the poverty of the convent had been lately so manifest, it 
is remarkable to find the collection of a tax committed to its 
agency, but we may fairly suppose some profit to have been 
thereby derived to the collectors. 

At Michaelmas 1387, the canons surveyed their lands, and 
recorded thus the extent of a portion of them : — 

" Lands measured at BertoD, at the feast of 8t. Michael, 10 Bio. II : — 

In the field called Biggefeld are 

id. Bobinefeld . 

id. Cundytfeld . 

id. Briggefeld 

id. Dame Agneys 
In the gardens of Balhous • . 
In Lewes Fyke ..••.. 

At Hertfordbrigge — : 

At Herting, measured at same time — 

In Freundesfeld .. « 8 acres 

In Bromfelde • 9| and 1 perch 

In another field called Brefeld Fygmey . . 6 

In the field near the Vicarage . . . . • H and 1 perch 

In his two crofts lying below 2^ and 2 perches 

Also in Loseley 24 and 1 perch " 

After thus ascertaining their worldly property, the pious 
canons proceeded in due form to put down also their spiritual 
advantages at the same place, though })y what number of 
Ave Marias, or Pater Nosters, or masses, such a long exemp- 
tion of days and years from the pains of purgatory was to be 
earned, has not been transmitted to us. 
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Sum of the days of Indulgence at Buriton dccg. iiii. xv. (895,000 e%«), 
summa dierum Indulgentie apud Buriton, 

Sum of the years, if m cgcclii years, 20 days." — f. 84. 

^ 8vu999 Arek. ColleeUofu^ Y, 280. 
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After another blank interval, our next evidence presents 
John Ultingb as abbot elect, who, on January 22, 1404, 
received the usual benediction of the Bishop of Chichester, as 
is duly noted in the Episcopal Registry ; and the same autho- 
rity has also preserved to us the name of Nicholas Balue- 
KYNG applying for the same blessing as having been elected 
Abbot of Dureford on August 11, 1411. — i?^.^. pp. 112, 147, 

A disastrous event occurred in 1417, by lightning. "The 
vestibule," probably a tower at the west end, was struck and 
burnt, with the eight bells in it. The efforts made to replace 
the bells caused the following entry as a memorandum in the 
chartulary, and presents us again with "John Ultyng as nomi- 
nated abbot" (perhaps some kinsman of his namesake), who 
had been transferred from being a canon of Bylegh in Essex, 
a small monastery originally founded at Great Farndon, and 
transferred to Bylegh in 1180 by Robert Mantell ; it was con- 
sidered as a cell to Dureford, as we shall presently see. 

*' Bells newly made after the burning of the vestibule with eight brass bells 
burnt by lightning, by Sir John Ultyng, nominated Abbot of this church, 
formerly professed canon of the monastery of Byleghe, in the year of our Lord 
1418, namely, the next year after the said burning. 

Of which the great bell weighs .... xiiiii cwt. 

the second weighs xi 

the third weighs ixi 

the fourth weighs vii^ 

Sum {qf the four belli) xlu cwt. — de parto pondere xlvii cwt., and 
the fifth bell weighs .... yi 

Sum of all the bells {de minore pondere) xlix cwt. xxvilb."(ndif5.)'^ 






It will be observed that John Ultyng is here termed 
" nominated abbot,'* so that he was probably at this period 
awaiting the death of Abbot Nicholas, fully to succeed him, 
having been so appointed by an exercise of papal or other 
authority. 

The historical traces of the abbots become fewer in later 
times ; and we cannot with certainty give a name to the Abbot 

^ This entiry, imperfectly giren by Ifltyng Abbatem prOTiaum hujas ecdeeie, 

Dallaway, rans thus, and is in a different primum canonicum profesBum monasterii 

hand from the other documents : *' Cam- de B jlegbe a. dni. millesimo cccc"*^ octavo 

pane noviter facte po»t oombustionem decimo, tiz. proximo anno post combua- 

vestibuli cum octo campanis eneis com- tionem predictam" (f. 83). 
bustia ex fulgore per dominum Johannem 
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of Dureford, though it was probably John Ultyng who, on 
on June 12, 1420, accompanied John Fowle, Abbot of Hales 
Owen, on his visitation to Tichfield Abbey, as a cell to his 
own, both owning the same founder. Bishop Peter de Rupi« 
bus.'^ Tichfield had lately lost its head, or, as John 
Powle expressed it, " our daughter house {domus nostra Jiliola) 
was depnved of the comfort of a pastor." They jointly took 
an inventory, among the most remarkable objects in which 
was '' a great text (the Grospels), silver-gilt, with a large beryl, 
and a table of the dead inserted" {Monast. vi, 231), in which 
list of those for whom the prayers of Christian friends were 
desired,^ the Abbot of Dureford may have read with regret 
the name of his late neighbour and fellow abbot freshly 
entered. 

The following entry in the Episcopal Register, E. 108, 
seems to refer to a person ordained for some service in the 
abbey church, or at Rogate : — 

" Secular Deacons : William Palmer of the Diocese of Chichester, on the 
title (ad titulum) of the abbot and convent of Dureford on the last day of 
February 1488." 

Thomas, Abbot of Bayham, as commissioner of John, 
Abbot bf Premonstre, on April 8, 1454, held a meeting in his 
own abbey, at which the Abbots of Dureford, Tichfield, and 
Bylegh were present, and they then summoned a chapter 
general to assemble in the Dominican church of Northampton 
on July 10 following (f. 81). Before long, however, a new 
abbot, Symon, had become head of Premonstre, who super- 
seded the Abbot of Bayham, and appointed Richard Redman, 
the Abbot of Heppa (SAap), in his place (f. 86). Assuming 
thus the authority of father abbot, which he retained for a 
very long period, on Sept. 11, 1458, he warned the Abbot of 
Welbeck of his intended visitation, and ordered him to collect 
the tax with all arrears {faUiam pro retroactis annis) — f. 84. 
On these demands, John, the Abbot of Beauchief, consulted 
Welbeck " for his sage sadde counsell" (f. 85), and an oppo- 

** Ka8h*8Woroe8tenhire,2,zxiii. Wil- *» See rach a " mortilogium," or "ne- 

liam de HoeBe had witnessed a charter of crologiuin," of the monastery of S. Hyp- 

Tichfield in the time of King Stephen, polyte in Bsymundi Doelm Exoerpta 

Bot. Scaoo. Norm. xoriL genealog. historic, folio, Lips. 1726. 

VIII. 11 
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sition was again organized to resist this renewal of taxation. 
When therefore the Abbot of Shap caUed a general chapter 
of the order on- June 11, 1459, in the church of St. Augustine 
at Lincoln, the assembled abbots resolved that no requi^ 
sitions for money should be valid imless agreed to by the 
majority of the chapter (f. 93), which indeed appears to have 
been the ground of the cardinal's judgment on the same point 
in 1318, as before mentioned. 

We know very little of " brother Walter, by the patience 
of God Abbot of Dureford," who died in 1465. When he 
commenced his abbacy is unrecorded, and the only document 
reporting his doings is the grant of a corrody to Sir Henry de 
Basing, chaplain. This was to give him '' seven white loafs 
called michas, and 7 gallons of conventual beer, and 14 black 
loafs called seconds," to be received from the cellarer weekly, 
or the double quantity every fortnight, with liberty to take it 
away, and virith free access to ^ chest, which the convent 
undertook to place within their house. What sum of money 
was advanced to procure this corrody does not appear ; but a 
weekly fine of lid. was imposed on the convent if it failed in 
its supply. Henry de Basing was moreover formally acknow- 
ledged by the deed as a spiritual brother, and he engaged to 
be the convent's special friend and counsellor (aniicum et 
apecialem fore conmltorein) — f. 199. This may, perhaps, im- 
ply his ability to assist them by his legal knowledge, and so 
may account for his paying no money. 

That Abbot Walter vacated his abbacy by death, on 
November 20, 1465, we learn by a letter, dated December 2, 
from the prior, who had thus become the temporary head of 
the house.^ 

This opportunity may be taken of describing in some de- 
tail the preliminary forms of the election of Walter's suc- 
cessor, in order that the respective rights of the founder, the 
father abbot, and the convent may be better understood, as 
well as the ceremonial and caution accompanying the choice. 

The first step was the burial, previous to which no election 
was valid ; and of this, thereifore, the prior, writing in the 
chapter-house, and appending the common seal of the house, 
officially informed " their reverend and dreaded father abbot 

« Slo«ie MSS. 4d85, page 11. Reg. Prem., f. 104 a. 
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of Welbeck {quo defuncto et corpore ejus^ ut decuit, ecclesiasiice 
tradito sepulture)*^ in order that a successor might be ap- 

Eointed, and he also sent the late abbot's seal, as in duty 
ound {sicut tenemur). 

The patron, representing the family of the founder, was at 
this time Nicholas Husey ; and his letter, given below, betrays 
a wholesome dread of the delay which might arise if the 
election depended on the presence of the Abbot of Welbeck. 
He accordingly begged him to transfer his right to the Abbot 
of Tichfield, perhaps a personal friend, at any rate a neighbour 
within reach. 

His letter,*^ an early specimen of a private "sqwyer's" 
English correspondence, runs thus : — 

" To the wyrschypfull and reverent Pader in God the Abbot of Welbeke, 

"1. Worschypfull and reverente Fadyr in Grod, y recommaunde me unto you, 

and wheras the Abby of Dureforde, which is of my Fundacion, within the 

Dioces of Chychestre, is desolate and voyde of an Hede by the deth of Walter, 

late Abbot there, whose sowle God assoyle, 

" 2. Wherefor plesyth yowre gude Fadyrhode to commyte yowre Commyssion 
to the Abbot of Tychefelde, that the convent of the sayde howse of Dureforde 
may proceed in election to conferme the Acte of the sayde Abbot of Tychefelde 
in all hasty wyse possybill, for diverse causys of grete nede and poverte that 
the sayde Hows is in at thys tyme be dyverse wronges and Plees, as my 
servaunt, berer of this Lettyir, shall more playnely informe yowe in my behalf, 
to whoime I pray you to take credence, with oghte ellys that hyt lyke yowe 
to commaunde in this Contrie, whyche shall be redy at all times with the 
Grace of God, who hafe yow in his kepynge. 

"3. 1 wiyte at Dureford with lytell Lay sour, the ii day of Decembre last 
passyd, " by yowre owne, 

" Nicholas Hubs, Sqwyer." 

The " berer of this lettyir " of the prior and the squire was 
one of the brethren, Robert Kyppyng, and the request was 
successful. The father abbot despatched a commission, " au- 
thorising the canons to administer the spiritualities and tem- 
poralities of the abbey, inasmuch as he was himself impeded 
by diverse difficult business from coming in person;" he 
enjoined them to exercise their government duly and pru- 
dently, to write down all payments and receipts, so as to 
account hereafter to him and to the future abbot, and at the 
same time he required all persons concerned to obey and 
assist them. 

*7 Sloane M S. 4935, f . 12. Begist. Prem., the Monasticon, v, 987, where thii Walter 
f. 104 a. The letter has hecn printed in ie the only abbot named. 
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The deed delegating his authority to the Abbot of Tichfield, 
as requested, is dated December 8, 1465, so that the founder 
had no reason to complain of delay. In this, after piously 
" greeting his friend and very dear fellow-abbot," he explained 
to him that *' the urgent business of his own monastery, as 
well as infirmity of body, prevented him from personally ful- 
filling his paternal duties of supplying the place of the late 
abbot, brother Walter, of pious memory. In reliance there- 
fore upon his discretion, fidelity, and zeal for the order, he 
urged him immediately (instantimme) to go with his prior or 
sub-prior to Dureford, and there, with his full jurisdiction, in 
the customary way {ut moris eaf), to elect an abbot according 
to the privileges and statutes of the order, and to induct him, 
when elected, into corporal possession of the church of Dure- 
ford and all its appurtenances, by touching the bell-ropes, 
installing him into the abbot's stall (j)€r factum cordarum cam- 
panarum inducatisy installantes eundem in stallam abbatia)^ and 
causing all the canons and brethren to offer him manual 
obedience {prestare obedientiam manualeni)^ which was the 
form of homage, performed kneeling, by placing the hands 
within the hands of the superior. Should any resist, com- 
pulsion was to be used, either by ecclesiastical censures, or, if 
necessary, by even calling in the arm of the civil power. He 
required them finally to report their proceedings to him by 
letter and messenger.^® 

The " manual obedience " here required may be best under- 
stood by quoting Coke's translation of Littleton's Ihiures, 
section 85, describing the ceremony of doing homage : — 
'^ When the tenant shall make homage to his lord, he shall 
be ungirt, and his head uncovered, and his lord shall sit, and 
the tenant shall kneel before him on both his knees, and hold 
his hands jointly together between the hands of his lord, and 
shall say thus : ' I become your man from this day forward of 
life and limb, and of earthly worship, and unto you shall be 
true and faithful, to hold of you, — saving the faith that I owe 
unto our soveraign lord the king,' and then the lord so sitting 
shall kiss him." 

The cautious formalities of election, strictly prescribed by 

« Id., t 14. 
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the statutes of the order, present us with a vivid picture of 
the scene, and we must suppose that they were duly followed 
on this occasion. Whatever heart-burnings may have been 
excited by the preference of the elected brother, the choice was 
always^ by a double election, made with quiet solemnity and 
dehberation. 

On the canons assembling, the father abbot, or his com- 
missioner, fii^t inquired whether any were absent, or had left 
their votes with a proxy, after which the commission was read, 
and the hymn Feni Creator Spiritus sung. After reading 
also the statute regulating elections, two electors were chosen 
from their own body, who proceeded to choose either three or 
five brethren, to whom the actual election of an abbot was 
intrusted. When the selection had been thus made, they 
were to announce the result in secret to the father abbot, who, 
on repairing to the chapter-house, asked the person so named 
whether he consented to take the office upon him. All then 
quitted the chapter-house, to ascertain if forms had been duly 
observed, and to scrutinise the life and morab of the elected, 
examining him personally, especially as to his learning {maxime 
de liter aturd). They all then re-entered the chapter-house, 
and the residt of the examination was pubUcly proclaimed, 
with an invitation to all persons objecting. They then re- 
paired to the church, singing Te Deumy followed by the collect, 
''Pretende Dominey'^ with a canticle, before the new abbot was 
solemnly led to his stall. On returning again to the chapter- 
house, the canons made obedience to their new abbot, and 
placed before his feet the keys, and delivered to him the seal 
of the abbot {tradatur aibi sifftllum a6datts), apparently the same 
seal which the prior had sent to Welbeck when the vacancy 
occurred. Finally the father abbot declared the election com- 
pleted, after which the elected was to apply to the diocesan 
bishop for his blessing {suam benedictianem suacepturua).^ 

Even after any abbot had been thus chosen, he might be 

* "F^«tende,Domine^ fiunulis et fiunn- Feqaestes aoonBttunees de diro a iin|^ bon 

labos tois dexteram oelestis auxilii, ut te oatholique^" in the "Henres a rutaige de 

toto oorde perquirant, et quod digne poB- Borne tout aa long sans rion requerir 

tolant aaeequantur, per dominum nostrum nouTellemdt imprimees a Paris, par Gillet 

Jesum CfariBtum.*' Hardouyn." 1506. 

This prajer, ''pour nos bienffaicteurs," '^ Id., f. 12. 
is found among "Plusieurs onusons ct 
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set aside by the subsequent discoveiy of certain circum- 
stances. Twenty causes calculated to nullify the election are 
specified : some related to its form and purity, as — if the body 
of the former abbot had not been buried — ^if there had been 
any corrupt dealings with the candidate or his friends — ^if it 
took place under the pressure of popular clamour (jri jiat ad 
clamorem poptdt) — ^if it took place clandestinely— or if any 
person taking part in it were disqualified by excommunication 
or interdict. Other reasons refer to the person elected, as — ^if 
he were base-bom {non de leyitimo thoro) — if he were un- 
learned {si sit ydeota, hoc esU illiterata8)—<x if he lived dis- 
reputably (« Bit inhoneste vite)}^ 

We have, however, no record to tell us the name of the 
abbot who passed through this ordeal of election as successor 
to Walter. It is, indeed, probable that the bearer of the 
letters to Welbeck was himself the person chosen. We cer- 
tainly find Robert Kyppyno as abbot afterwards, during the 
reign of Henry VII, when there were nine canons in his 
house.'^ Old age had probably disabled him, after his long 
abbacy in 1501, for he then voluntarily withdrew from his 
office, and thus made room for his successor, Robert York, 
who had been a canon of Tupholme, in Lincolnshire, previous 
to his election. This distant house had been founded, about 
the same time as Dureford, for the same order, and the canons 
of Dureford had probably become acquainted with his qua- 
lifications for his new dignity. Such interchange between 
canons of the same order was not unfrequent. In a general 
chapter of the Fremonstratensian order, in 1478, it was 
decreed, among other matters, that — 

" Robert Watton, Canon of Barljng, shall be perpetual professed Canon of 
Bureforde — also Walter Sper, Canon of Torre, shall be sent out (emUtetur) 
to the monastery of Dureford for a time during the pleasure of the Lord 
Richard, Bishop of St. Asaph." ^^ 

Though the first reads like a promotion, the second entry 
has much the air of punishment and exile, rusticating the 
wrongdoer from the warm luxury of Devonshire to the remote 
penury of Sussex. 

•> Id., f. 13. Br. Mas. 6343, col. 347. 

*^ WiUia' Cath., ii, 237. Hajley't MSS. » Sloane MSS. 4936, f. 95. 
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At the visitation of 1478, the same Richard Redman," 
whose appointment in 1458 has been noticed, appeared as 
Bishop of St. Asaph, and we afterwards meet again with him 
in 1504 as Bishop of Ely, so that he held his authority as 
Commissioner of Premonstre for nearly half a centmy. He 
had prepared, as visitor in 1478, a series of eighteen ques- 
tions to each of the abbeys of his order ; and Archaeologists 
would have gained much useful information, if full answers 
had been returned and preserved to us. In the case of 
Dureford, it will be seen that blanks are left opposite to many 
of the queries : — 



" 1. What is the name or names of 
your monastery ? 

2. In what county ? 

3. In what diocese situated P 

4. In what day, month, and year 
founded ? 

5. By whom or by what persons 
foundeci? 

6. To what saint or saints dedi- 
cated? 

7. Who is your Father Abbot, or, 
in other words, of what monastery is 
your church (eeclesia) a daughter r 

8. On what day did the canons of 
that mother church first come to 
your monastery P 

9. Who was the first abbot of 
your monastery ? 

10. What churches or religious 
houses are daughters to your monas- 
tery P 

11. What cells are there to your 
monastery P 

12. How many parish churches 
are appropriated to your house P 

13. By what curates or vicars are 
those churches serred P 

14. How many chantries have 
youP 

15. By what curates are they 
served P 

^ Biohard Bedman, educated at Cam- 
bridge, was at first the abbot of Shap, 
became biahop of St. Aaaph in 1471, of 



1. The Convent of Dureford. 

2. In the county of Sussex. 

3. In Chichester diocese. 

4. In the time of King John, that 
is, before a.c. 1217. 

6. It was founded by Henry de 
Hoese. 

6. In honour of St. John the Bap* 
tist, and of the Blessed Mary. 

7. The Abbot of Welbeck is our 
Father Abbot. 



8. 



9. 



10. Its daughter is the monastery 
of Bylegh or Meldune (Maldon), 
which was at first daughter of New- 
house. 

11. 

12. It has one church. 

13. The curate only is secular. 
14. 

15. 



Exeter in 1496, and of Ely in 1501. He 
died August 25, 1605, and was buried in 
his own cathedral. 
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16. Hoif many abbots have you 16. 
had? 

17. Your 'paiton (vobis paironus)? 17. Nicholas Husye is founder or 

patron. 

18. Who is now your abbot? 18. " " 

The vague and inaccurate answer to the fourth query is 
remarkable, for we have shown documentary evidence of the 
foundation in Henry H's time, which the canons might and 
ought to have known. The canons of Dureford had retained 
no tradition of their first abbot, or even of the number of 
such heads of their own house. The tenth answer claims 
Bylegh as its daughter, but offers no explanation of such a 
pedigree, as to the time or motive of its transference from 
Newhouse. 

Robert York applied to his diocesan bishop for the cus- 
tomary benediction ; and, as the form of doing so illustrates 
the nature of the dependence of Dureford upon Welbeck, it 
may be here given from the Episcopal Register, D. 92, for the 
Latin transcript of which I am indebted to the able assistance 
of Mr. Seaman of Chichester : — 



<c 



Let it be remembered that on the 20th day of the month of March in the 
year of our Lord 1501, there appeared personally the religious man Brother 
Egbert York, Canon Regular of the Premonstratenaian Order of the monas- 
tery of the Blessed Mary of Tupholme in the diocese of Lincoln, elected as 
Abbot of the monastery of St. John the Baptist of Dureforde of the same 
Premonstratensian Order, and confirmed by the religious man Brother 
Robert,^* Abbot of the monastery of Welbeck, Father of the said Order, as 
by his letters to that purpose has been evidently established (cofutabat et 
conataf) before the Beverend Father in Christ and Lord, the Lord Edward,^? 
by Divine permission. Bishop of Chichester, in the Chapel within his manor 
of Aldyngbome, then and there petitioning for the gift of Benediction to be 
bestowed upon him by the said Reverend Father. 

" Inasmuch as the Reverend Father immediately appointed him the follow- 
ing day at the ninth hour of the forenoon of the said day to receive such a 
gift of Benediction, at which day and hour occurring, the said Reverend 
Father, in the aforesaid Chapel, clothed in his pontifical robes, solemnly 
imparted to the said Robert Torke, then and there the gift of Benediction, 
as the custom is, moreover afler the premises had been performed, the same 
Lord Robert immediately offered submission and obedience {jnibjectionem et 
obedienciam prestitii) to tiie said Lord in the following form of words : ' In the 

** Sloane MSS. 49H P- d^- Id., p. 15, '^ Edward Storv, Bishop of Carlisle, 

f. 117 a; f. 18 a. 1468, translated to* Chichester, March 27, 

« This Abbot Robert is not mentioned 1478, died 1503. 
in the Monastioon. 
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name of God, amen. I, brother Robebt Yobke, Abbot of the Monastery 
of St. John the Baptist of Dureford, of the Premonstratensian Order, in the 
diocese of Chichester, promise always to exhibit submission, reverence, and 
obedience, as ordained by the Holy Fathers, according to the rule of 
St. Augustine, to you, the Eeverend Father in Christ, Edward Bishop of 
Chichester, and to your successors canonicaUy substituted, and to the Holy 
See of the Church of Chichester, saving the privileges granted to our Order 
by the Holy See, and I subscribe this with my own hand,' and he made a 
cross in the manner written beneath, i^ 

" To all the sons of Holy Mother Church, who may examine the present 
letters, Edward, by Divine permission. Bishop of Chichester, Greeting in the 
Saviour of all. I wish it to be brought to the notice of you all by these presents, 
that whereas it has been and is duly provided for his church in the monastery of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and of St. John the Baptist of Dureford of the Pre- 
monstratensian Order, lately vacant and deprived of the consolation of their 
Pastor by the voluntary cession of Sir Eobert Kepping, lately Abbot of the 
same, by Brother Robert Yobke, a religious man and canon of the same 
Order in the monastery of the Blessed Mary of Tupholme in the diocese of 
Lincoln, being canoniccdly elected, according to the statutes and privileges of the 
same Order, as Abbot of the said monastery of Dureford, and confirmed, as has 
been evidently proved, and is proved by the letters of the religious man Brother 
Robert Abbot of Welbeck, sufficiently authorised with respect to the premises 
as Father of the aforesaid Order, directed and presented to us concerning 
these matters ; We therefore, wishing to fulfil on our part whatever belongs 
to our office concerning the Benediction of the same abbot elect and confirmed, 
by our pontifical authority, dulv impart the gift of Benediction accustomed to 
be imparted to abbots, upon the same Brother Robert Yorke, thus elected 
and confirmed as abbot of the said monastery of Dureford upon the 20th day 
of March, in the year of our Lord above written in the chapel of our Manor 
of Aldyngbume, all matters being observed and practised which are required 
by form and the custom of the church for the solemnity of such an office, and 
we have then and there solemnly blessed him. In testimony of which our 
Seal has been appended to these presents. Given on the day and place 
aforesaid in the year of the Lord 1501, and in the 24th year of our Trans- 
lation.'' 

After this official proof of the acknowledged authority of 
Welbeck over Dureford Abbey, besides other instances pre- 
viously adduced, it is remarkable that there is no trace of it 
in Dugdale's Monasticon, nor of the power of visitation dele- 
gated to an English abbot of the order by the parent house of 
Premonstre. 

It was probably in Abbot Robert Yorke's time that the last 
recorded general chapter of the order took place in 1 504, as well 
as the last visitation m 1 506. The former wfius called together 
by the letters of the same long-lived Richard Redman, then 
Bishop of Ely, to the abbots of the order. Writing from his 

viii. 12 
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palace at Ely, May 20, 1504, he required "their personal 
attendance at the church of the Friars Minor, at Nottingham, 
on August 5, at the capitular hour, namely, the ninth hour," 
and strictly enjoined " each abbot to bring his pastoral staff, 
with a ceremonial cope (cum capa solemni), in order to walk 
in procession there,* and each correspondent is "carefully 
desired to pay the bearer of the letter/'^ 

Biffinitio is the word applied to the decision taken on dis- 
puted points at these chapters, and in many cases they refer 
only to the irregularities of dress, in which the Fremonstra- 
tensian canons sometimes indulged. We have not many 
notices however of them. In the chapter general of 1316, 
" the sisters of the order were forbidden to leave their con- 
vents, as they had been used to do {eanre consueverunf), on 
account of the great scandal that had arisen from it." In that 
of 1454, the principal object of attention was dress. 

"Inasmuch as a great want of conformity {jnagna dif^ 
fomiitas) in our dress, namely, the wearing rochets, and the 
variety of capes and hats {capiciorum et pileorum), begets the 
greatest scandal to our order, although the wearers dlege in 
their defence that they are authorised by apostoUcal authority 
to use the dress of Black Canons and to wear rochets from 
time immemorial, even though contrary to the statutes of the 
order. It is ordained, in order to produce uniformity, that 
every one should wear rochets while celebrating divine service, 
and that at other times, and when riding, under monastic 
capes {8ub capis claustralibu^) , BXid that the prelates should be 
allowed to wear black hats (piliis niffria)'' ^^ 

When the Abbot of Premonstre used to exercise his right 
of visitation in person, there was a stated form of address by 
which he commenced the proceedings, in which he extolled 
"his own house as the mother and mistress {viater et magiHtrd) 
of all the others, who were as daughters committed by the 
Pope to his authority." ^ We have referred to the statistical 
questions asked in 1478 ; but on other occasions they are less 
important, as — " 1. Whether the canons should appear in albis 
at the processions in honor of patrons ? 2. Whether the abbot 
shall have his feet washed on Cena Domini by the prior, as 

M Sloane MSS. 4935, f. 96. ^ Sloane MSS. 4935, ff. 59, 83. 

.» Id., f. 16. 
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the convent by the abbot? (utrum Ahbaa habebit pedes suos 
lotos in Cena Domini^ sicut conventus ab Abbate.y^^^ 

How these difficulties were decided, or what opinion the 
abbot of Dureford held on them, has not been transmitted to us. 

The last visitation of Dureford and its sister abbeys which 
we can trace was in 1506, by Thomas Wilkinson, Abbot of 
Welbeck, duly deputed by Premonstre. The account of his 
route explams the arrangement by which the visitor was on 
these occasions forwarded on from abbey to abbey, each having 
its assigned length of journey to provide for. It was on 
account of the expenses of these progresses [evectiones) that 
serious complaints had been formerly made, and sumptuary 
regulations made. 

After visiting the abbeys of the order in the north of Eng- 
land, the proposed route was to take the visitor to Exeter on 
the 23d day, " by the favour of God assisting," and after a 
stay there during pleasure he was to resume U^ circuit from 
thence on September 8th, reach Basingstoke on the 18th, and 
remain the three next days " with the king then there." 

" Sept. 18. At Winchester, at the expense of the Abbot of Tichfelde. 

„ 19. With the Bishop of Winchester. 

„ 20. At Tichfelde, at supper time (hora cene), 

„ 21. To visit. 

„ 22. To decide (diffinire), 

„ 23. At Durforde at supper time. 

„ 24. To visit and decide. 

„ 25. At Arundel, at the expense of the Abbot of Dur/orde, 

„ 2lS. At Lewys, at the expense of the Abbot of Begham. 

„ 27. At Beyham, at supper time. 

„ 28. To visit. 

29. To decide. 

30. At Ashforth, at the expense of St. Bade^nde. 






« * * * 

" Oct. 6. At Bochester, at the expense of the Abbot of Byiegh. 
„ 7. At Bylerica, at the expense of the Abbot of Byiegh. 
„ 8. At By ley at supper time. 



9. To visit and decide, and pass the night at Golchester."^^ 



Up to this time a dormant supremacy in Premonstre had 
been acknowledged; but the strong hands of Henry VIII 
soon broke off this slight connection entirely. By his deed, 
dated at Knoll, Aug. 5, 1 512, he referred with no small py(fion 

« Id., f. 17. « Id., f. 9S. 
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mediocriter giiudentes) to the Pope having recently abolished 
all the jurisdiction, visitation, and supremacy exercised by 
the French Abbey of Premonstre over the English convents of 
the order, and having transferred such powers to the abbey 
of Welbeck. The king accordingly confirmed this, appointed 
the abbot one of his chaplains, and gave him authority to 
apprehend such monks as had thrown off their frocks, as 
apostates and fugitives {pro captione apostatarum et fugu 
tivorum), wherever they might be found.® 

The fate of Dureford was now approaching, and was not 
averted by the removal of the nominal supremacy of Pre- 
monstre. A few gifts still dropped in from pious friends. 
In 1519-20, John Cooper, of Harting, bequeathed 40*. to the 
convent ; but probably the last gift it was destined to receive 
was from John Goring, who, in 1521, bequeathed 40*. to the 
Prior of Dureford.** 

When Robert Yorke died is unknown ; and the name of 
the next abbot which occurs is that of John Sympson, des- 
tined to be the last of the series. Under him the abbey 
came to the end common to aU the houses of its order in 
England. Abbot John Sympson was invited to give his 
opinion on the dangerous question of the king's divorce, then 
in agitation, and his vote was given by the proxy of the Abbot 
of Tichfield, at the meeting of bishops and abbots, which took 
place in the chapter of St. Paul's, April 5, 1533.^ 

After a survey by the King's Commissioners, who valued 
its income at £108. ISa. 9^/., the site of the abbey was 
granted to Sir WiUiam Ktzwilliam in 1357- The firaudulent 
abstraction of the conventual property, which occasioned, in 
1541, a judicial inquiry into the conduct of the late abbot, 
has been already detailed on a former occasion.^ Four of 
the last canons of Dureford appeared as witnesses — William 
Sympson, the abbot's brother ; John Wakelyn, petty canon 
of St. Paul's ; John Heepe of Steep, near Petersfield, and 
Henry Dente of Priorsdene. The Commissioner, Sir Edward 
Mervyn, reported that many sheep and some church vest- 
ments of crimson velvet had been privately misappropriated 



• Rjrmer's Feed., vi, part 1, f. 85. 
** Colliiifl*8 Peerage, ii, 489. Dallawa/s 
Bape of Arundel, p. 281. 



Fiddes'fl Wolsej, p. 201. 

Sussex Arch, ColleeHons^ VI, 224. 
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by the abbot. John Simpson had dealt with the conventual 
property on its forcible seizure by the crown in a manner 
probably sanctioned both by his brethren, and by the general 
opinion and practice of other convents in similar circumstances. 

With this discreditable scene of peculation the curtain finally 
feU upon all the monastic actors of Dureford Abbey, except 
that in 1558 there yet survived one of the former occupants, 
William Burton, who had been . incumbent of a chantry here, 
and was then enjoying a state pension of £6. 13^. 4c?. a year.®^ 

A grant of the site in fee farm was in 1544-5 given to 
Sir Edward Mervyn, Knight,^ and in the beginning of Philip 
and Mary's reign, his heir, '' Hemy Marvyn, holding the late 
site of the monastery of Dureford and of others in Sussex,'' 
was called upon to show by what title he held them.^ There 
may at that time have been some intention of its restoration, 
but of this there is no further evidence. 

A similar inquiry as to title took place in 1616-7, when 
Bishop Thomas Bilson was called upon to defend it from 
seizure by the crown, and the descendants of his heirs have 
continued to hold land in this neighbourhood.^^ 

On the dissolution of the conventual establishment, its civil 
possessors soon deprived the site of all the distinctive marks 
of its former purpose. The principal buildings, including the 
church, were effectually destroyed. No one can now, with 
any probability, trace where the "miches and black loafs" were 
baked, or the conventual beer brewed. The chapter-house, 
where so many profitable corrodies were signed, and so many 
anxious elections for abbots decided, is utterly gone, unless 
the broken tiles occasionally found may mark its whereabouts ; 
nor need we look for the chambers and the hall where a king 
once lodged and banqueted, and the Father Abbot was wont 
to arrive at " supper time." The annual " white gloves," or 
" gold shoes," or " rose in June," are no longer required ; 
while, on the other hand, the significant restriction of Alan de 
St. George, disabling the canons " from receiving more from 
himself or his heirs," has been fulfilled beyond his meaning. 
Cattle and swine may now roam over the spots where so many 

V WilliB'B Hist. Abbeys, ii, 237. ^ Pasch. Record., 1 and 2 PhiUp and 

• Add. MSS. 6706, f. 218, from Begist. Mary, rot. 47. 
Crown Ghranta. ^ Trin. Record, 14 Jas. I, rot. 8. 
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generations of pious worshippers knelt before the altars of 
" the Holy Cross," " St. Mary," or " St. Catherine ;" and the 
many lamps and candles which the donors intended to burn 
*? night and day for ever" before them, are all put out. Two 
old rusty keys, a few foundations nesr a bam, some scattered 
stones of carved mouldings, some of which are incrusted in 
modem walls, have been found, and there is a tradition that 
the east window of Rogate ehurch was taken from the ruins 
of the abbey. 

Of all the great and good, who may have been here buried, 
one monumental stone alone, probably of the thirteenth cen- 
tury, remains, placed upright m a modem wall. From this 
all name and date are effaced, though, as if in mockery, the 
words " vir pie memone " stUl remain legible on it. The 
formula of inviting the prayers of the pious for the repose of 
the soul of this now forgotten Christian, imperfectly trace- 
able, seems to have run thus: — Sic gepuUug est bit pit 
ntemorU ...» anima ejus per miser icorliiam llei 
requiescat in pace, 9jncit. (See woodcut, p. 96.) 



h FroBl of Durefotd Priorj-. 
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Some part of the ancient structure seems to have been 
converted into a dwelling-house, and of this drawings, now in 
the British Museum, were taken in 1782, by S. H. Grimm." 
From copies of these the accompanying woodcuts have been 
made ; but no remains of such a building now exist, and it 
must have been wholly demolished by the proprietor. Lord 
Stawell, two years after the views were taken by Grimm, to 
make way for the modem farm-house which now occupies the 
site, and on the east front of which is inscribed, "L'^ S. 1784." 

No impression of any seal of Dureford Abbey has been 
found. 



Eut Fioit of DnnfbRl kbbcr- 

The following Abbots of Dureford have been noticed in 
these pages ; but the series, though much fuUer than any pre- 
viously collected, is probably yet incomplete. 

Aildric, Prior of DurefoTd, time Heniy II. 
Bobert, Abbot of Dureford 1178-80, 1204, 1229. 
William, 1236-37, 1242. 1244. 
Valentine, 1248, 1252. 

John, 1263, 1267. 1270. 1271, 1279, 1281, 1286, 
Oabert, 1310. 
John, 1321. 
Thomas. 1323. 1327. 
John atte Be. 1364. 
'I Add. M33. 567S, p. 2S, forming part of the Buirell Oolleotion. 
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John Ultioge, 1401. 

Nicholas Baldeking, 1411. 

John Ultyng, 1418. 

Walter, 1465. 

Robert Kyppyng, resigned 1601. 

Robert Yorke, IBOl. 

John Sympson, surrendered 1534. 
Note. — Since the description of the tile No 4, at p. 61, was printed, an 
entire tile has been found at the Society of Antiquaries, fVom Warblington, 
by which it appears that the fourth or missing coat of arms is that of 
IJespenser. 



Toe families of BRAOSE of Chesworth, 

AND HOO. 
BY WILLIAM DUBRANT COOPER, F.S.A. 



BEAD AT HOBSHAM, JT7LT 12, 1855. 



The tombs of Braose and of Hoo, on either side of the 
chancel, are the most interesting antiquarian remains in the 
church of Horsham. One commemorates the last lord of the 
Chesworth^ branch of the noble and powerful Braose family ; 
and the other is stated by Philpot and Grimm to be the tomb 
of the only lord of the knightly family of Hoo, and an ancestor 
iof Queen Elizabeth ; although I am inclined to think that the 
MS. collections in the College of Arms, which state that Lord 
Hoo was buried at Battle Abbey, are correct, and that the 
tomb at Horsham was erected to the memory of his half- 
brother, Thomas Hoo. Much historical interest however 
attaches to the men, of whom Sussex may well be proud, 
and whose memories are sought to be preserved by these 
stately memorials. There have been many genealogical 
difficulties with reference to both, which, with the assistance 
of Sir Charles George Young, Garter ; T. W. King, Esq., 
York Herald ; and Walter Nelson, Esq., of the PubUc Record 
Office, I believe that I shall be able to remove, referring to 
public documents, many of which have never been noticed in 
any published account of either family. 

And first, of Braose ^ of ChestoortL 
There has been considerable confusion in the accounts of 
descent of the Braose property subsequently to the death of 

> It IB nearly oertain that Chesworth * The early pedigree of Braoae of Bram- 

was the honae at whioh Edward U waa ber has been print^ in the Suttex Arch. 

entertained on Sept. 4, 1324. See 8vs9ex ColleetUms, vol. Y, p. 5, and in Cart- 

Arek, CoUeciiom^ vol. Y I, p. 48. Thomas wright's Bape of Bramber. 



de Braose would haTo boen his host. 
VIII. 
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William de Braose, lord of Bramber and Gower, who died 
19 Edw, II (1326), leaving two daughters and heirs: — 

1 . Alt V A, who married first John de Mowbray, and after- 
wards Richard de Feshale, and who succeeded to the castle 
and manor of Bramber, and the manors of Horsham^ Shorham^ 
Knapp, and Beaubusson in Sussex ; and 

2. Joan, who married James de Bohun of Midhurst. 
Upon the death of this William, the male line was continued 

through his half-brother Peter, till the eldest branch of that 
line became extinct, on the death of Thomas the infant son 
of Thomas de Braose, who resided at Chesworth, and who 
lies buried under the tomb on the south side of the chancel 
in Horsham church. In 1395, a sad calamity overtook the 
family. The father died 2d September, 19 Rich. II, aged 
forty-two years, leaving as his survivor, hia widow, Margaret, 
and two children, viz., Thomas, of the age of seven days only 
on his father s death, and who died on 7 th of the following 
month, October ; and one daughter Joan, who was two years 
and a half old when her father died, and became heiress to her 
brother, surviving him however only three days, and dying 
October 10, 1895, as appears by the inquisition on the death 
of Thomas de Braose, or Brewese, their father, taken at 
Horsham, October 22, 1395.^ The tomb no doubt contains 
the bodies of the children as well as of the father. 

By this inquisition, it appears that Thomas de Brewese,* at 
the time of his death, owned in Sussex the manor of Bydlyng- 
ton, held as of the barony of Bramber by knight's service ; 
£4. Ss. 9^d. rents of assize in Horsham and Nuthurst, for- 
merly parcel of the manor of Seggwick, held of the Earl 
Marshal ; and 2s. 9d. rents of assize in Horsham, formerly part 
of the manor of Chesworth, held of John Halsham as of his 
manor of Appelsham. Thomas de Braose had previously 
executed a feofl&nent of "Chersworthe and Seghwyke," 

' Inq. GarL Ho. Ride, 19 Rich. II, &o^ of which her son Thomas thus died 

m. 8 and 9. seized, had been settled, after her death, 

* BydeeddatedatBosham,46£dw.III upon her children, Thomas de Breouse^ 
(1872), made between Beatrix, who was Peter, Elizabeth, and Johanna, and the 
the daughter of Roger Mortimer Earl of heirs of their bodies suoceesiTelv, with re- 
March, and was then the widow ofThomas, mainder to the right heirs of Sir Thomas 
son of Peter de Braose of the one part, Breouse, Knt. Add. MSS. 5705, p. 821. 
and Peter Brewonse, Knight, WiDiam This remainder took effeot, as all the 
Terrwhit, and John, parson of the church children named in the deed after Thomas 
of Thomey, of the other part, the manors, died before 1895, S.P, 
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manors in Sussex, in trust for Margaret his wife. He held 
also the manors of Manyngfold Brewose in Wilts; half of 
Bromlegh, worth £10. 2^. Sd. a year, and also the manors of 
Imworth, held of Thomas Earl of Kent, and of Bocham Parva, 
worth 100*. a year, all in Surrey; Tettebury manor, Glou- 
cestershire ; together with a messuage and land at Wyrthorp, 
Yorkshire ; and lands called Gastones, held of the Earl of 
Stafford, and Campiones Downe in Little Bocham, also iu 
Surrey. On the death of this Thomas and his children, the 
jury K)und that EKzabeth, then* the wife of Sir William Heron, 
Knight, was cousin and nearest heir. Margaret, the wife of 
Thomas Braose, is stated in the pedigree printed by Cart- 
wright to have been the daughter of John Berkeley. Sir 
John Berkeley however was her third husband, and she held 
Tettebury during her life "as of the endowment of Thomas 
Brewes, Knight, her late first husband."*^ 

To her affectionate remembrance of her first husband and 
their children, we probably owe the erection of the elegant 
tomb. It has been fully described by Sir Samuel Meyrick in 
Cartwright's Hope of Bramder, where the recumbent figure is 
engraved. Drawings by Grimm of tomb and figure are also 
in the Burrell MSS. (No. 5673). It is only necessary to add 
that portions of the workmanship of the ample camail may still 
be traced, and that under the arms there are remains of colours. 
The workmanship of the tomb seems to me to be foreign : 
the only stone of a like character in the neighbourhood is the 
Reigate fire-stone ; and the whole appears to be very similar 
to the Arundel tomb in Chichester Cathedral. 

Lady Heron was the only daughter of William Say, who 
married Beatrix de Braose, sister of Thomas de Brewose, on 
whom the inquisition was taken .^ She married first, at the 
early age of sixteen. Sir John de Falvesle, Knt. ; and on 18th 
September, 1389, they made a feoffment of Buxted manor 
(which she had derived from her brother John Say on his 
death, S,P.) to Thomas Brewes, Knt., Thomas Sackville, Knt., 
Walter Dalyngrugge, and others.^ After the death of Falvesle 

' Pardon of alienation for Margaret children, but none by Sir J. Berkeley. 

Berkeley, Rot. Pat., 20th Nov., 24 Hen. * Inq. p.m. Surrey and Sussex, 19 

VI (1445), part 1, m. 28 ; not in printed Bieh. II, m. 8 and 9. 

calendar. She married secondly Sir Wil- 7 Add. MSS. 6705, p. 160. See also 

liam Buroestre, by whom she also had Horsfield's Lewes, vol. ii, p. 45. 
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{circa 1892), she remarried Sir William Heron. She did not 
long keep the Chesworth and Surrey property thus acquired ; 
for she died without issue, on July 8, 1399 (23 Rich. II), 
set. thirty-two, only four years after her cousins. It seems, 
from her second husband's will, that she had settled the pro- 
perty of her mother's family (after Heron's death) on the heir 
of Braose, and died seized to herself and her right heirs, the 
Says, in Sussex only of the Say manors of Hames (holden of 
the Earl of Arundel by the service of a knight's fee, and named 
from her family Ham-say), Bockstede, and Streate, by virtue 
of a fine levied to her use. Her second husband entered and 
held these lands till he died October 31, 1404. On two in- 
quisitions in Sussex, taken at Steyning on February 28, 1405, 
and at Ditchening on March 28 following,^ her heirs were found 
to be, — 1, William de Clinton, chev., son of William de Clinton, 
chev., son of John de Clinton, Knight, and Idonea his wife, 
aunt of the said Elizabeth ; 2, Maria, the wife of Otho de 
Worthington, set. thirty-four, and Matilda her sister, aet. twenty- 
eight, daughters of Thomas de Aldon, Enight, and Elizabeth 
his wife, second aunt of the said Elizabeth ; and 3, Rc^er de 
Fienles, who would be twenty years of age on the feast of the 
Exaltation of the Cross then next (September 14), son of 
William de Fienles, son of William de Fienles and Joan his 
wife, third aunt of the said Elizabeth, and on September 20, 
6 Henry IV, the custody of his lands in Sussex, &c., was con- 
signed to Sir John Felham.^ 

George Bbewes or Brewse was in possession (A Ches- 
worth, and the other property late of Thomas de Braose, in 
1411-12 (13 Hen. IV), when the subsidy of 6*. Sd. in the 
pound on all who had above £20 a year in land was collected.^^ 
He died without issue, on Innocents' day, December 28, 
1418,^^ seized of the manor of Bromley, Surrey, by the service 
of a knight's fee ; and Countershall, which he held for life 
by the service of a rose ; and he held jointly with his vrife 
Elizabeth, and their heirs, Little Bockham, and also the 
Sussex manors ;^^ and it was thereupon found that Hugh 

" Inq. p. m. 6 Henry lY, on Elizabeth Brewse held Westneeton, worth £20 a 

Heron, and also on Sir W. Heron. Carlt. year ; Manselyn, worth £10 ; and Hyen, 

Ho. Bide MSS. woHh £6. 13«. 4d. 

• Add. MSS. 5485, foL 70. " Inq. at Southwark, 18th February, 

» Subsidy Roll Carlt. Ho. Ride MSS. 6 Henry V, CarL Ho. Ride MSS. 

Chesworth and Sedgwick were botli worth ^ Inq. Suss. 

100«. a year. In the same roll, John 
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Cokesey, son and heir of Walter Cokesey, was his cousin and 
next heir :^^ being son of Walter, son of Isabel, who was wife 
of Walter Cokesey, daughter of Agnes, wife of Urianus de 
St. Pierre, sister of the said George Brewse, who in the 
pardon of alienation of Tettebury^* in 1445, is further 
described as son of John Brewes, a brother of Thomas Brewes, 
who died in 1361, the father of Thomas Brewes, whose widow 
had remarried Sir John Berkeley. Elizabeth, the widow of 
Geoi^e Brewes, had an assignment of dower out of his lands 
in Horshapi, Crawley, Rou^hey, and Notehurst, Sussex, and 
also in Bromley, Surrey,^* and having married Thomas 
Slyfeld, she died August 24, 1438.i« 

The property of Chesworth, Seggewick, and Bydlington, in 
Sussex, passed from this Hugh Cokesey to Sir John Greville, 
son of his sister Joice (who had married John Greville of 
Campden) ; he died 24th August 1480,^^ leaving an only son, 
Thomas Greville alias Cokesey, then of the age of twenty-eight 
years, but who died without issue on the 14th June 1498. 

On the death of this Sir Thomas Greville, Thomas Earl 
of Surrey, and Sir Maurice Berkeley (brother and heir of 
William, late Marquis of Berkeley), on the 18th June 1498, 
as cousins and heirs of George Brewse (the brother of Agnes), 
had special livery of these estates, which thereupon became 
reunited to the estates of the Braose family. ^^ It is stated in 
Collins that the estates were in the following Easter term 
divided between the families ; but a diligent search at West- 
minster has failed to find the document referred to by Collins. 

These estates, on the death of the great heiress, Ann 
Mowbray, had come to the Berkelets, who had married 
Isabel, and the Howards, who had married Margaret, 
daughters and ultimately coheirs of Thomas Duke of Norfolk, 
of the fietmily of Mowbray. 



^ He was then living, but ob. 9 Heniy 
Y, 1421. Inq. Bucks and Beds; his 
wife was dead. 

14 On Norember 20, 1445 (24 Hen. VI), 
there was a pardon for alienation of Teite- 
buy, Oloueestershire, granted to Mar- 
garet Berkeley, who, it is stated, had it by 
the endowment of Sir Thomas Brewes, 
Knight, her late first husband, to whom 
it oame by inheritance from Sir Hugh 
Cokesey, Knight, the kinsman and heir 
of the said Sir Thomas, ris. the son of 



Walter Cokesey, the son of Isabel, the 
daughter of Agnes, the sister of Gboige, 
the son of John, the brother of Thomas, 
the father of the said Thomas Brewes. 
Rot. Pat. 24 Hen. YI, part 1, m. 28. 

« Inq. 10 Hen. V to 2 Hen. VI, Carlt. 
Ho. Bide. 

" Inq. p. m. 12th Nor., 11 Hen. VI, 
Carlt. Ho. Bide. 

^7 Inq. taken at Kingston, 20 Edw. IV. 

^ ColL Top. and G«^, toL yi, p. 74. 



JOBK DK BBAOSI, 

Lord of Bruuber kod Qower ) 

ob. 16 Hen. Ill, hj lall tntm hotM. 

Bee Sauex Jre\. Call., 

lol.v, pp.6, 152. 



lubel, 
d». ofOilbert 

da Clare, 
E. of Qlooc 



=i=WiAi«nid( 



= HlBSABBT, 

da. of Lleweljn ap Jenrorfli 
Prinoe of Horth WaWi" 

Sir Williaoi ClifTord. 



da. of 
Nioholia 
dsMada. 
2d wife. 



Eliu- ^ Wliiam ^ iJioe, 

beth, deBraoaei 
d.Ah.of ob. 13E6. 

Bay. 



d^of Beatrix T=SirGil»! 

XhODUw de da.&beii«aa | deBraoaeg 

Hulton. Qf John de I ob. 1306. 

lat wifth 8l. Eloria. 

latwi&. 



1 



,1 



.AUiea de Joan de 

Braose i Btbom g 

John de Jamei de 

Howbra; j Bohon : 

nmar. cobeinw. 
Biobard de 



,r 



da. of owned FmdoD,ic. 
Enitaoe ob. before 

de Witney. 22 Bdw. I. 3. P. 
Sdirila. 



John de Maud, 
BraoM, ■igt«r& 
Lord of heireas, 
Buokingham, mar. 
•on and Wm. 

S3£dw.I. Wood- 
Donet. 



Cbeawortb, 
Ac.; »t. IBat 
bther'B death; 
■Dm. to Pari. 
lS4»l«l»61i 
ob. 1861. 





Th<ina«den= 




Brevea, Kt. 






bther') Bdward 


dMthof 


deatbi de 


brother, 


ob. Mod- 


ob.88ept. 


8 Feb. tagu. 


1395, »t. 




4£;bu.>t 


S.P. 


Horaham. 



Mai^garet, Feter, 

da. of Bliia- 

remar. Sir Wm. betb, 

BoToeatre,' Joan, 

& then Sir John all ob. 

Barkelej, of Be- S.P. 

Taitoiie,GlDUC.; before 

and ob. 1416. *■ 1396. 



: Beatrix, 
da. of Roger 

Uortimer, 
Earl of March, 
and widow of 



Beatriid^nuMe,^ J^^4>?P^ 

brother and hii 
children, wbo 
died 1396. 
Inq. p. m. 
18 Bioh. II, 
SuT. and Suai. 
m.8&9. 



Tloauu de Braoeey 

7 days old 

U tsther'a death i 

ob. 7 0ct.lS9S, 

an infant. 



Jbait de Braoee, 

Bt.2t jean 
on father's death : 
ob. 10 Oct. 1396, 



Lord 

Sayi Lord 

ob. Saj, 

S. P. lit 

13S3, boeband. 



her brothw; 

MweUof 

Ihomai 

deBreoae 

aa of hii two 



■■ Cantnaeif wasaloTdibip,bdongmg to 
thePruKWofWalea. 
*>SeeNatice;ofthelaatTbomaiHoa,p.l23. 

" The naEdB of her father ie not giTnn in 
the MS. Fedigreea in CoU. of Arms. In 



Berkeley is deawtbsd as of Berenton Caatle, 
and H having married, tbirdlj, Margaret, the 



widow of Sir Thomas Breonse, of Tetbory, 
who iorrived him 17 years, uid bj wliom 
he had no issue. 

° Both husbands of this Eliiabeth were 
summooed "jure axoris," a* Lord Say. On 
the death of Sir William Heron Lord S.iy, 
B<^r, SOD and heir of William de Hennea, 
was one heir. See Dug. Bar. toL i, pp. 612, 
730; Tol. ii, p. 173. 
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Karj, da. of Wflliam de Boos, 

vBmar. let, ThomaB de Brothertoiii 

Earl of Norfolk} 

remar. 2ndl7, 
Balph de Cobliam. 
8rd wife. 



AgOM 



I 
7 Peter de Braofle, 

heir of hia brother 

Bichard; 

ob. 1812. 

Inq. 6Bdw.IL 



William 
de Braoee, 

of 
WeBtneston. 



John de Brewose, 

Knt. ofLeigh,^ 

near Bygate. 

Bot. pat. 

24 HeniyYI, 

pt. 1) m. 28. 



Eleanor, 

da. of 

Sir Boger 

Bavent. 



I 

Mai^garet 

de 

Braose; 

ob. 1826. 



I 

John; 

fatanSy 

ob. 

S.JP. 



6wr^0 =Blizabeth, 
Brewes ; remar. 



Sir Peter 

had grant of 

Westoieaton, 

1858; 

ob. 1860. 



Johanna^ 
grand-da. of 
Adamde 
Saunford, 
and da. of 
Sir John 
Weedon. 



Asfne»y= TJri- 



ob. 

28 Dec. 

1418. 

A P. 



Thomas 
Shield ; 

ob. 24 
Angost, 

1488. 



Brewee 
heiress 
of her 
brother. 



J 



anus 

de 

St. 

Pierre. 



John =Margaret| 

de da. of 

Brewys; Thomas, 

ob. Lord 

29NoT. Poyninffs, 

1426. Ist wife, 

S.P,; and2dly 

bu. at 

Wiston. Wiokham. 



Isabel de St. Pierre,^ =F Sir Walter, son & heir of 
only child. Sir HughCokesej $ 



Beatrix, 
deBraos; 
set 60 at 
death of 
brother; 
then wid. 
of Sir 
Hugh 
Sherky, 
of Wiston ! 
ob. 1440. 
Bee Sum. 
Areh.CoU,^ 
ToL T, p. 7. 



ob. 9Hen.Y. 



I 
Walter Cokesey =r 

I 



Hngh Cokesey ; 
ob. 8, P. 



Joice CoKesey, ^ John Qreville^ 
alias Beauchamp. I of Oampden. 



Sir John Gterille ; ^ 
ob. 24 Augost^ 1480. |_ 



Thoma9 OreviUe, alias Cokesey ; 
ob. 14 Jane, 1488. S,F, 



^ This John is erroneously described as 
the son of William of Westneston, orWiston, 
in the MSS., ColL of Arms, Vincent's Chaos, 
p. 225, and Glover's Quatrefoil, p. 42, where, 
however, in a later hand, this John is cor- 



died 1 812. The mode in which Chesworth, 
&a passed, confirms the Pedigree printed 
above ; as do also the Inquisitions P.M., on 
the Braos and the Ghwrilles, and the Tette- 
bury Pardon, Bot. Pat. 24 Hen. YI, part 1^ 
m. 28. 



rpctly stated to be the son of Peter, who 

•* See Philpot*s A MS., Coll. Arms, pp. 70-75, for Pedigrees of St. Pierre and Cokesey. 
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HOO. 

The family of Hoo had a Saxon origin, and was settled in 
Kent. In the Tewtus Boffensis, a MS. written tenip. Hen. I, 
there is a Saxon will of Brightricus and iElswithe his wife, 
from which it appears that one Edrich de Ho was living in 
Kent in the time of Odo the Archbishop, and several of the 
name were donors to the Church of St. Andrew.^ 

They sprectd over many comities. At the end of the reign 
of King John, or at the commencement of' that of Henry III, 
they were seated in Bedfordshire ; and they were early found 
also at Munastoke, in Hampshire. Peter Le Neve, in a MS. 
note in Chauncy's Hertfordshirey in the library of the Society 
of Antiquaries, p. 510, is of opinion that the upper part of the 
pedigree down to Robert, who married Fitawaryn, has no 
Authority ; but the first seal, now engraved, gives an authority 
for the marriage of his father with a (laughter of Alexander Earl 
of Andeville ; and I print the pedigree entire from Harl. MS. 
881, p. 75, collated with Vincent, B. ii (p. 186), among the 
MSS. in the College of Arms. The Hertfordshire branch, 
which merged into the Keates, is descended, according to 
Philpot, from Eleanor Wingfield, the second wife of Sir William 
Hoo, whilst Clutterbuck, vol. iii, p. 78, incorrectly makes the 
descent from the first wife, Alice St. Omer; this could not 
have been according to the Bedfordshire Inquisition, 2 Hen. VII, 
No. 48, which I now give for the first time. Blomefield, 
in his Norfolk^ vol. x, p. 40, makes William Hoo of Wisset, 
Norfolk, and Richard Hoo of Blyburgh, younger sons of Sir 
William and his vrife Alice, and brothers by the whole blood 
of Lord Hoo. This also is incorrect ; the Hoos of Scarning, 
Norfolk, were descended from Robert Hoo, who in 1418 
(6 Henry V), purchased Maltlaster, Norfolk.* 

In the year 1292, Robert de Hoo, who married Beatrix 
de Andeville, obtained a grant of free warren in his demesne 
lands in Knebworth and Hiarpenden, Herts, together with a 
fair of three days, and a weekly market, in Knebworth ; 
and also free warren in Hartford- Hoo, Stopesley, and Maiden, 
Beds ; Clopton, Camb. ; and Livethorpe, Oxon.^ It would 

1 MSS.ofSirSymondBD'Swea; Harl. WestmiiiBter. 
MS. 381, p. 77. ' Clatterbuck*8 Herts, voL i, p. 806, 

' Hoo deeda in box at Chapter House, and toL ii, p. 873. 
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seem certain, therefore, that he had no demesne lands in 
Sussex ; nor have I been able to find any trace in our county 
of his son Robert, who married Hawise Fitz warren, and died 
in 1340. 

The earliest notice I have discovered of the name in Sussex 
is in 1324 (18 Edward II), when William atte Hoo owned 
the manor of Woolbeeding.* 

Sir Thomas de Hoo, Knt., son of the last-mentioned Robert, 
married Isabel, only child and heiress of John de St.Leger, who 
died in 1326, seized of large estates in Sussex, Northampton- 
shire, and Herts. She was born on 25th May 1319, at Holcot, 
in Northamptonshire, and there baptized.^ Her father died 
when she was only seven years of age,^ leaving her his great 
estates in Northamptonshire, Herts, and Sussex. Her wardship 
had been granted to Roger Mortimer Earl of March, and was 
by him demised to Richard St. Leger.^ When she was only 
twelve years of age, an inquisition was taken to know whether 
she was of fuU age; and when she was only fifteen (9thEdw.III)® 
she was already the wife of Thomas de Hoo. Two years 
afterwards her husband obtained grants of free warren, not 
only in his own patrimonial lordships of Hoo, Stopesley, and 
Wheathamstead, Herts,^ but also grants, in respect of his wife's 
Sussex estates, of a yearly fair, and weekly market on Tues- 
days, in the manor of Wartliug, and also fairs of three days 
each in the manors of Buckstepe and Dallington ; and in 
1356 (30 Edw. Ill), a grant of free warren in all his manors 
in this county.^° He was sheriff of Surrey and Sussex for 
six years,>vi^. 1348, 9, and 50, and again in 1356, 7, and 8; 
he was also escheator for both these counties,^^ and repre- 
sented the county of Bedford in Parliament.^^ He had also 
land at Hoo, in this county ; for on 6th May 1372, by a feoff- 
ment there dated, he and his wife made a grant to William 
Nott of a messuage and three acres of land called Not- 



* Col. Inq. ad Qaod Dam. p. 280. 

' Rot. Fat. Inq. taken at Towoester, 
20 June, 7 Edw. III. The popular pro- 
nunciation of the name was, and in York- 
shire still is, ** SelUnger," henoe the title of 
the old country danoe tune of *' Sellinger's 
Bound,'* giyen in W. Ghappell's " Popular 
Music of the Olden Time,'^ p. 69. 

* Bot. Pat. Inq. taken at OfBey, 23 
Sept., 20 Edw. II, Ko. 23. 

VIII. 



' Inq. 9 Edw. Ill, No. 21. 

B Bot. Pat. Inq. taken at Towoester, 
9 Edward III, No. 21 ; writ dated from 
York, 81st May, to the sheriff of North- 
ampton, to deiiyer oyer the estates, she 
beingtiien the wife of T. Hoo. 

* Olutterhuck, Toh i, p. 806. 

w CaL Bot. Pat., p. 221. 

" Carl. Ho. Bide MSS. 

" Willis, Not. Pari. 

14 
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tyslond inHoo.'' He died 18th Sept. 1380, and waa buried 
at St. Albans, leaving his wife surviving: who died 2nd July 
1393, and was buried with her huaband; having obtained in 
1390 (14 Rich. II) a confirmation of the grants of fairs, free 
warren, &c. in the Sussex lands to herself and her heirs.^* 
They had two sons — 

John Hoo of Knebworth, who died S.P., and 
SiK William Hoo, Knt., who was a man of considerable 
importance during the reigna of Edward III, Richard II, 
and Henry IV. He was a legatee under the will of Sir 
Thomas Wingfield (of the Siiffotk family), bearing date 
17th July 1378 j" but the first notice I find of his pubUc 
services was in the year 1370, on the 18th of May, in which 
year (44 Edward III) he had an allowance of £40 for his 
wages whilst he was in the king's service at Calais." In 
1387, he assisted Michael de la Pole Earl of Suffolk to escape 
in the disguise of a "Flemish poulterer," with his beard 
shaved, and to reach Calais on his fiight from the imminent 
danger then threatening him fiY>m those in opposition to the 
Court.'^ In the same year, Hoo was made keeper or captain 
of the castle of Dye, in the marches of Picardy ; and on 
Ist October 1387, being about to proceed to the Holy City 
of Jerusalem, and possibly absent for two years, he obtained 
the king's license to appoint his sod William, or his brother. 



or any other sufficient person, as his deputy keeper during his 
absence.'^ lip seems to have been continued in his keeper- 

" Battle Abbey B«»rdi, p. 82. " BnnUnghun iMue BoU, p. 136. 

" CkL Bot. Pat., p. £21. 'J Til* Eicardi I[ (Ed.Heame) p. 9G. 

■* Anitii, Order of thoGuUr,Tol.i,p.2I3. " Bjin. FchL, *ol. iii, part 4^ p. 16. 
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ship of Oye during the remainder of the reign of Richard, 
being yearly reappointed : the counterpart of the indenture, 
dated 16th Nov. 1392 (16th Rich. II), states his reappoint- 
ment from the following July, with a garrison of ten men-at- 
arms, each paid Sd. a day for wages ; and 30 archers on foot, 
paid 6d. a day each : his own salary being £10 a quarter, by 
the king's favour ; ^^ and to this indenture is appended the 
seal we engrave. 

In February 1398, he was in England, and appeared before 
a jury summoned at Westham, to inquire into the non-repair 
of the banks in the marsh from Borham-bridge, through those 
lands of Sir William Hoo which were situated between the 
lands of the Abbot of Begeham near the bridge, and the lands 
of Stephen Plasted,^ the bank having gone to decay through 
the neglect of the owners of the property .^^ 

The appointment in Picardy was not renewed on the acces- 
sion of Henry IV ; for among the proceedings of the Privv 
Council in May 1402 (3 Hen. IV) is a memorandum to speak 
to the king for Sir William Hoo "touching the restitution of the 
castle of Oye."** He was nevertheless occupied by his new 
sovereign in state matters of great tnist. On 12th March 
1405 (6th Henry IV) he was one of the ambassadors from 
England to treat with those of Margaret Duchess of Bur- 
gundy relative to the affairs of the Low Countries, and a treaty 
of merchandise with Flanders.^ On 3d July in the next year he 
was appointed, with Sir Wm. Aston, lieutenant of Calais, and 
five others, to treat with the agents of John Duke of Burgundy 
for a general abstinence from war, and for a treaty to regulate 
the merchandise and fishing between the two countries.** 
And on 5th October following he was one of the persons 
appointed to negotiate with France a treaty to secure the free 
passage of the sea*^ being at that time serving in the garrison 
of Calais under John Earl of Somerset, the captain there. 
On 8th May 1407, he was appointed, with three others, to 
treat on behalf of Henry with the deputies of the Duke of 

» Harl. Charter, 51 G. 8. " Bym. Feed., yol. ir, pt. 1, p. 79. 

• Dugd. Embanking, pp. 92, 94. •* lb., p. 99; and Nicolas, Proceedings 

^ In 1399 he was patron of the church of Privy Council, yol. i, p. 292, where the 

of Wiston. instructions are printed. 
« Nicolas, Proo. of Privy Council, rol. i, » Bym. Fowl., yoI. iv, part 1. p. 108. 

. p. 183. 
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Burgundy concerning the publication of the treaty of mer- 
chants concluded between the two countries ;^ and the letter 
from the four English deputies, with their seals affixed, to the 
deputies of the duke, dated 14th June 1407, is preserved 
among the Additional MSS. in the British Museum.^ Three 
years later he was appointed on another commission of a like 
character ; but having been delayed in England, another per- 
son was on 12th May 1410,^ appointed in his place. His 
strength was failing him, and the knight, who for forty years 
had faithfully served three sovereigns, died on the 2 2d Nov. 
1410, at the ripe age of seventy-five years. He was twice 
married : the first wife being Alice, daughter and coheir of 
Thomas de St. Omer, and on the side of her mother, PetroniUa, 
coheiress of Nicholas Lord de Malmaynes, who brought him 
the property of Mulkeberton, or Mulbarton, in Norfolk, and 
by whom he had Thomas, mentioned below ; John, who in 
1428 joined with his nephew, Thomas, in releasing lands at 
Wartling, sold by his brother, Sir Thomas, to Sir Roger 
Fynes, Knt. {Rot Claus. 6th Henry VI, m. 8), and died S.F. ; 
possibly a William, who must also have died S.F.^ ; and one 
daughter, Margaret, who married the wealthy Thomas St. Clere, 
from which marriage the family of Gage is descended.^ The 
second wife was Eleanor, daughter of Sir John Wingfield ; 
and by her he had another son, Thomas, from whom the Hert- 
fordshire branch is stated to have been descended : she sur- 
vived her husband, and when the subsidy of 6s. Sd. in the 
pound on every person having £20 a year in land was collected 
m 13th Henry IV, 1411-12, she held the manor of Wartling, 



* Rym. FoBd. roL iv, pt. 1, p. 113. 
V No. 14,820, e. It. 

" "Rym, Feed., voL ir, part 1, p. 169. 

* Bym. Feed. toL iii, part 4, p. 16. As 
the desoendants of the daughter Margaret 
were ultimately the heirs of Thomas Hoo, 
who died in 1486, there can be no fouada- 
tion for the descent of the Hoo family 
of Seaming in Norfolk from another son, 
Bichard Hoo, 1440, as stated in the pe- 
digree published by Parkin, in his conti- 
nuation of Blomefield*s Norfolk (toI. y, 
p. 1056). There is no evidence to connect 
the Seaming family with the Sussex. The 
deeds relating to the Hoos of Seaming 



and Bumham in the Chapter Hou8e,West- 
minster, make it appear that their ances- 
tor was a Bobert Hoo, the purchaser, in 
6th Henry Y, of the estate at Haltaster 
in Norfolk. 

^ Sir John Gage married Eleanor, one of 
the daughters and coheiresses. Thomas 
St. Clere died seized of lands in Suffolk, 
Cambridge, Ijeioestershire, Bucks, Oxon, 
and Surrey, and of lands in Heighton, 
Torring, Guerington, Ezcete, Lampham, 
Newenham, Brambletay, Notebem, and 
Brighthelmston,inSussex.yinoent's Suss.; 
MSS. Coll. of Arms, p. 99. 
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and rents, lands, and tenements in Warbulton and Bockstepe; 
worth £60 per annum .^^ 

The arms on the escutcheons and on the seal of Sir William 
Hoo now engraved, are : — 
T\ ^ f !• Or, a fesse azure, for Jndeville. 

\ 2. Azure a fesse between six cross crossfets or, for 
St Omer. 
q. . . f 3. Azure a fret argent, a chief gu., for St.Leger. 

\ 4. Azure three dexter hands 2 & 1 or (they should 
be sinister, but are reversed on the seal), for 
Malmaynes. 
In the centre are — 

The Arim of Hoo— quarterly Sa and ar., and the 
Crest a griffin crowned with wings displayed. 
The motto " l&\m aqiett '* (well-gotten), an early instance 
of a punning motto ; and between the arms of St. Leger and 
Malmaynes is an Old English ^, surmounted by a crown. 

Sir William Hoo presented to the living of Mulbarton in 
1367, and rebuilt the church and tower. In the chancel of 
this church he and his first wife were buried. He had 
adorned the windows with portraits of himself, of his wife 
Alice, and of her family, and their arms. Blomefield,** 
writing in 1769, says, that till lately one of the north win- 
dows had in it the picture of Sir Thomas de St. Omer on his 
knees, in armour, with his sword on his side and his arms on 
his surcoat, and his lady in the same posture behind him, 
with the arms of St. Omer and Mahnains ; and his daughter 
Alice behind them. Opposite was Sir William Hoo and his 
wife Alice, in the same posture. Over the former were the 
arms of Malmains ; over the latter were St. Omer's arms ; at 
the top of the window were the arms of Hoo, and at the 
bottom this inscription :— 

$r{e| pour \t\ alme; Monsieur (ITfiomas Sentomieris 

et ]9ame $erinelle sa Stxa,XM^ 

The son, Thomas Hoo, by Alice St. Omer, was knighted in 
1405 (6 Henry IV), in his father's lifetime, and was present 

^ Subeidj Boll for SuBsex, Carlt. Ho. ^ Norfolk, rol. ill, p. 61. 
Ride. 



110 PAMILY OP HOO. 

and fought at the battle of Agincourt, on St. Crispin's day, 
25th October 1415, being the only knight in the retinue of 
Thomas Lord Camoys, who commanded the left wing of the 
army on that memorable day; and whose retinue was composed 
entirely of Sussex men.^ In the enrolment of his account 
in the Pipe Series lunong the Carlton House Ride MSS., the 
return is distinctly marked Sussex, and the names of the 
whole retinue are given. Lord Camoys' wages were 4:8. a day 
for himself; 2^. a day for his knight, Sir Thomas Hoo ; 27 
men-at-arms at I2d. a day; and 60 archers at 6d. a day: 
the whole sum payable to Camoys from the Exchequer for 
wages being £862. 8^. 4d., and a further sum of £16. 8^. 4^. 
for a third part of the redemption of divers prisoners. On 
25th June 1420 (8th Henry V), Sir Thomas Hoo was ap- 
pointed, with Hugh Halsham and Robert Lord Poynings, by 
the king's council, for the safe and secure conduct of the Duke 
of Bourbon, the king's prisoner, from the seaport, where he 
should be received on board ship, to be taken to France into 
the king's presence. Sir Thomas having with him nineteen 
men-at-arms and forty archers.** He died 28d August 1420, 
having, like his father, married two wives, by each of whom 
he had also a son Thomas, a circumstance which has created 
most of the difficulty in tracing the family history. The first 
wife was daughter and heir of Thomas Felton of the county 
of Huntingdon,*^ who died in 1400 ; and his second, Eliza- 
beth, daughter and coheiress of William de Echingham,** who 
survived her husband, and remarried Sir Thomas Lewknor. 

Thomas (afterwards Lord) Hoo was the son by the first wife. 
Camden calls him " the noble Baron Hoo," and he rendered 
very eminent services to his sovereign, alike as a soldier and a 
lawyer. In early life he was esquire of the chamber to 
Thomas Duke of Exeter, in whose retinue he probably went 
into France in 1419, and who, by his will dated 29th 
December 1426, left him one of his (the duke's) " coursers, 
called Dunne."^^ In 1431, Hoo was one of the feoflFees of the 
large estates of William de la Pole Earl of Suffolk,^ with 

^ In NicoW Aginconrt, p. 842, the ** Dagdale has called her, in error, the 

county of Lancaster is wrongly placed first wife of her son Thomas, 
against Lord Camoys' retinae. "* Harl. MS. 381, p. 75. 

« Devon's Pell Koll, p. 863. ^ Test. Vet. p. 210. 

» Cotton Charters, xxix, 32. 



FAMILY OP HOO. Ill 

whom he acted in all public matters ; but of the earlier life 
I have found no notice ; nor can I find any record of the 
services which, immediately after the death of the Duke of 
Bedford, Regent of France, led to the appointment of Thomas 
Hoo, on Ist October 1435, as Keeper of the Seals, and his 
subsequent elevation, on 15th December 1436, to the dignity 
of Chancellor of France,** which he continued to fill, with 
some intermissions, tfll Oct. 1, 1449. The Chancellor of France 
in 1435 was Louis de Luxembourg, Bishop of Therouenne 
in France, and afterwards of Ely in England ; and the policy 
of this appointment of Hoo has been strongly questioned in 
a work of authority attributed to Lord Brougham,*^ wherein 
he describes the Duke of 'York as wholly devoid of the pru- 
dence and wary circumspection which, joined to his singular 
firmness, bad enabled his predecessor (Bedford) to maintain 
a hold over the conquered country when surrounded by such 
compUcated difficulties, and says, that while the distracted 
councils of the English regency, and the official forms of com- 
pleting his appointment, detained him above half a year, he 
committed the great indiscretion of removing the Chancellor 
Therouenne to make way for an "English favourite," and 
thus '' alienated the House of Luxembourg at a time when 
the loss of all other support made its countenance of peculiar 
importance." If however the date of Hoo's first appoint- 
ment as Keeper given by Du Chesne be correct, it could 
scarcely have been the sole act of York, for the Parliament 
which named him Regent did not meet till 10th October, 
and the evidence of Luxembourg's disgust is not very clear. 
Diuring the Duke of York's delay in England, the Chancellor 
(Luxembourg), with Lord Willoughby, tried to appease the 
people of Paris ; failing in which, they retired to the Bastile 
of St. Anthony, which they defended for ten days with their 
small company, till, finding no aid arrive, they, on the 13th 
April 1436, yielded it up on the terms that they and theirs, 
with their baggage, should return to EiOuen, then the seat 
of government.*^ It is probable that the absence of the 
Chancellor at Paris led to the necessity of appointing a 
keeper at Rouen. In the year 1436, Luxembourg was made 

"> Da Chesne, HistoiredesChanoelien, ^England and France under the 

p. 448. House oi Lancaster, p. 820« 

41 Holinshed, p. 618. 
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Archbishop of Rouen, receiving a cardinal's hat in 1439. 
Occasionally, during the time of Hoo's occupation elsewhere, 
Luxembourg still acted as Chancellor. Writs dated 6th and 
18th February 1436, in reference to the affairs of his relative, 
Jacqueline, the Dowager Duchess of Bedford, were addressed 
to him as still Chancellor.^ In 1438 also, he was made 
Bishop of Ely, and in the same year he acted as Chancellor 
in France. Moreover, in the patent of the king, dated from 
Eltham, 9th September 1442, authorizing the Duke of York 
and others to negotiate a peace, not only is Luxembourg styled 
''our Chancellor in France," but he is associated in the embassy 
with Thomas Hoo,^ and he made his will by the title of Chan- 
cellor,** on 15th September 1438, being then at Rouen, though 
he subsequently retired to the episcopal palace at Hatfield, 
Herts, where he died.*^ There seems also good reason to be 
found for the appointment of a soldier rather than an eccle- 
siastic, in the disturbed state of the cx)untry ; nor have the 
occupations of the bench and the camp been found, even in 
present times, wholly incompatible. In the time of the late 
war, Erskine was colonel of a volunteer regiment of lawyers, 
and the present Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, and more 
than one of '' her Majesty's counsel learned in the law,'' have 
served in the army, — whilst another Queen's counsel, and 
late Attorney-General, once served as a midshipman. 

But whatever may have led to the appointment of Hoo, it 
is certain that his military services were called into requisi- 
tion, and were successful. Notwithstanding the recently 
signed treaty of Arras, the Normans of the country of Caux, 
being, according to Hall's Chronicle,^ '' somewhat heartened 
by the death of the Duke of Bedford, began a new rebellion, 
and slew divers Englishmen, and«robbed many pretty towns, 
which were of King Henry's fashion and part; and took 
the town of Harfleur by assault, and divers other towns. The 
Lord Talbot, being advertised of this rebellion, sent for the 
Lord Scales, Sir Thomas Kiriell, and the Lord Hoo, which 
afflicted and plagued the people of Caux, that they slew above 

^ Bjm. FoBd. YoL r, pp. 25, 26. Dame, at Bouen, if he died there. 

^ Ibid^. 115. « He died 11th September 1448, and 

^ Du Ghetne, p. 446, where a copy of was buried at £lj. 

of the wiU ia giren. He dirooted his body « Hall, 13 Hen. VI, foL 48 a, 1. 27. 
to be bnried in the oathedial of Notre 
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five thousand persons, and burnt all the towns and villages 
in the country not being walled, so that in that part was 
neither habitation nor tillage, for all the people fled into 
Britanny, and all the beasts of the country were brought to 
Caudebec, where a good sheep was sold for an English penny, 
and a cow for twelve pence/ According to Carte,*^ 20,000 
peasants committed horrible ravages, till the country was so 
wasted that they could not subsist, and were forced to disband 
and seek for bread in other provinces by like depredations. 

The expenses paid out of the English Exchequer in main- 
taining the forces in Normandy were very considerable. On 
24th May 1436, £100 were paid to the Chancellor of the 
king ''in his kingdom of France/' in part of 1500 nobles 
which the king directed to be given him, " by the advice and 
assent of his council, in part payment of the fees and rewards 
of 300 men-at-arms and 000 archers lately in the service of 
the king in his kingdom of France,"" for the term of St. John 
the Baptist in the preceding year : on the same day, the further 
sum of £170. 16^. 8^. was delivered to the same Chancellor 
in part payment of the fees and rewards of 200 men-at-arms 
and 600 archers, lately retained for the custody of the kingdom 
of France, for the same term of St. John the Baptist ; and also 
the sum of £129. 12^. in payment of the like number of men- 
at-arms and archers for Michaelmas term, of the 14th year of 
Henry VI.*® To the Chancellor also was paid on 25th 
September 1436, the large sum of £666. ISs. 4id. on the 
seizure and recovery of St. Valery.*® 

During the whole period of Hoo's chancellorship, the toils 
of war contended with the labours of the bench. The ruling 
powers in England were not slow in granting full rewards 
for these public services. In 1439, a grant was made to him 
of the fee of the castle, and the lordship, barony, and honour 
of Hastings. The reward proved an incitement to renewed 
exertions. In the spring of that year, a large expedition was 
fitted out in England under Richard Duke of York, John 
Lord Sondes, and John Talbot Earl of Shrewsbury. The 
forces of Talbot were embarked at Winchelsea. After they 

^ Book zii, p. 712. ^ Ibid. The Ghanoellor to whom these 

^ lataeRoUyBolla House MSS. (Easter) paymentB were made was Luxembourg; 
14 Hen. YI. Hoo being only as yet keeper. 
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had landed, Sir Thomas Hoo was sent by Talbot to the 
Captain of Mantes, and to the Lieutenant at Pontoise, to 
increase the garrison of Vernon;^ and in 1440 and 1441, 
Sir Thomas was himself BaiUff and Captain of Mantes, re- 
ceiving on 13th July 1440 a sum of 16 liv. 9 sols, toumois ;" 
and on 13th October 1441, he had the further sum of 106 Uv. 
2 sols. 1 den. toum., being then late Captain and Bailiff 
there :*' he had been transferred to the command of Vernueil 
to succeed Neville Lord Falconbridge, who, on 13th Nov. 
1441, received pay for 20 mounted men-at-arms and 60 
archers under his command there, until the new Captain 
(Sir T. Hoo) took possession." Sir Thomas was at the same 
time Master of Ostel. He was knighted in this year, and 
received from the crown a grant of £40 a year out of the 
revenues of Norfolk for life for his large expenses and 
special services in the king*s wars." It appears by the 
King's Letters Patent, dated from Rouen, 26th January 
1442/^ that he was not long in winning his spurs, or rather 
wearing them like a knight ; for he had gone to Rouen with 
Sir Francis de Surienne, Knight of the Garter, called " the 
Arragonian," and described by Monstrelet as " a great captain 
of the King of England in those parts of France under his 
dominion,"' though he had in 1438 surrendered Montargis for 
a consideration.*^ These two knights proposed to the Duke 
of York a scheme for taking the town and fortress of Galardon 
on the terms that the two knights should have charge of the 
place, if taken, and pay for the men-at-arms and archers : the 
booty to be divided between the two knights ; Sir Thomas to 
be reimbursed his expenses; but the two to find always 250 
men for the king's service. The scheme was approved and 
adopted ; the treasurers were ordered to cause the receiver- 
general to pay for the force accordingly. Success attended the 
enterprise, and on 24th July 1442 the treasurers directed the 
receiver to pay Surienne his half of the expense of 120 men- 
at-arms and 380 archers " retained for the safeguard of the 

'^ Additional Charters, Brit. Mob. Chancellor in October 1449. That town 

No. 445, by which it appears that he re- had fallen before Hoo ceased to be Chan* 

ceived 80 sols for the joumej. oellor. 

« lb., No. 1189. » Add. Charters, No. 1203. 

•* lb., No. 581. Du Chesne is in error ** Dug. Bar. 

in stating that Hoo was appointed to be ^ Additional Charters, No. 463. 

Qoyemor of Mantes, when he ceased to be ^ Carte, Book xii. 
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town and fortress of Galardon, reduced to the king's obe- 
dience/* commencing from the day of the surrender of the place 
up to Michaelmas then next, and thence quarterly.^^ 

Diplomatic services were now required of Sir Thomas; 
and, on 9th September 1442, he who had been successful as 
a soldier, was appointed one of the commissioners, at whose 
head was the Duke of York, and among them Luxembourg, 
again styled Chancellor of France, to treat of peace with the 
commissioners of Charles of France ;^ and, at a court holden 
at Eltham on 9th October, the commission was confirmed. 
A truce of several months was the result. Sir Thomas was 
in the renewed commission under his friend the Earl of 
Suffolk, appointed on 11th Feb. 1444, to renew the attempt, 
under the mediation of the Duchess of Burgundy, to complete 
a truce or treaty of peace,^' which ended in the treaty for a 
truce for twenty-two months, agreed to at Tours on 25th May, 
ratified on 27th June 1444, and continued till Ist April 1450.®^ 
The payments to Sir Thomas Hoo on this embassy are among 
the Issue Rolls of the Exchequer. He embarked on 22d April 
on board the ship of Walter Philpot, called the Mary, of South- 
ampton, and returned by the ship of Elobert Dolling called the 
Mary, of Cherbourg, each of whom received £15.^^ Sir Thomas 
received 20*. a day for his fees from 22d April to 27th June, 
and his costs and expenses, amounting to £134.^' It was 
during these negotiations that Suffolk arranged the marriage 
between Henry and Margaret of Anjou ; and in August, Sir 
Thomas Hoo was sent with Robert Lord Roos and Garter King 
at Arms from the King to "his most dear consort " Margaret,^ 
proving how much Hoo was in the confidence of Suffolk and 
of the Cardinal of Winchester. The appointment was dated 
6th July 1444, and Hoo (having on 23d July drawn a sum 
of £91, paid by the hands of Stephen Kyrkby, his chaplain, 
in advance of his wages of 40«. a day, being a knight,^ and 
the further sum of £26. 18*. 4rf. on account of his expenses)," 

'f Add. Charters, No. 467. •» AnstiB, vol. i, p. 888. 

» Bym. Fojd., yoI. v, part 1, p. 116. " MSS. Carlt. Ho. Ride, Nunciui. 

*• n>., p. 183. The Earl of Suffolk's pay was £8. 6t. Sd. 

® Carte, Book xii, p. 724k a day ; other earls, and a bishoo employed 

'^ Issue Boll, Rolls House MSS., 80th in embassies in the same reign, had similar 

September (Easter) 23 Hen. YI. suras, whilst a doctor of laws had but 20*. 

« lb. (Easter), 16th July, 22 Hen. VI, a day. 
and (Easter) 20th July, 23 Hen. YI. ^ Issue Roll MS. (Easter) 22Hen.YX. 
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started on his embassy on 22d August, and remained in attend- 
ance on Margaret until the landing in England, 11th April 
1445, being a period of half a year and fifty-one days, for 
which he received in the whole the sum of £466 as his wages 
alone.^ Dn the 5th November 1444, the Earl and Countess 
(afterwards Duke and Duchess) of SuflFolk started from Eng- 
land ; and in the same month the duke, as proxy of the king, 
espoused Margaret at Tours, and five months afterwards es- 
corted the future Queen to our shores. They were absent for 
157 days.«7 

The unhappy and unfortunate marriage was solemnized at 
Tichfield on 22d April 1445, and immediately afterwards Sir 
Thomas Hoo received from his sovereign the fullest reward for 
his delicate services, for the king endeavoured by a new grant 
to confirm to him the lordship of Hastings, about which there 
had been and continued to be a dispute with the Pelhams.^ 
On 11th July 1445, according to the Black Book, Sir Thomas 
was elected into the noble Order of the Grart^r, at a Chapter 
said to have been holden at the Lion at Brentford ;^ and he 
was undoubtedly placed in his stall on 16th August 1446 ;^" 
and finally he was created a baron on 6th June 1448, with 
remainder to his heirs male, by the title of Baron Hoo, of 
Hoo, in the county of Bedford, and of Hastings, in the 
county of SussexJ^ 

In the mean time he had resumed the governorship of 
Mantes, receiving in that capacity on 4th April 1445 the sum 
of 200 livres toumois,^^ and being directed to receive subse- 
quently 3400 livres toumois due to him as such baiUff and 
captain, out of 80,000 granted to the king by the estates of 
Normandy.^ On 5th December 1446, he was named by the 
king to treat again with the ambassadors of Charles VII for 
a further truce ; and in the agreement made between the 
ambassadors of the two kings at the Priory of St. Jullier*s, 
between Mantes and Meulent, on the 1 5th of the same month. 
Sir Thomas, then styled Chancellor of France, was the ambas- 

^ Carlt. Ho. Bide MS. Sussex Arch, Collections, yol. II, p. 162 2 

^ The pay of the Earl and Countess yol. IV, p. 151. 
together was £4. 10#. a day, and the « Anstis, Introd., p. 88. 

whole sum payable to them was £1408. ^ lb., vol. ii, p. 131. 

Issue Boll MS., 20th July (Easter), 7^ Additional MSS., No. 6298, p. 809. 

23 Hen. VI. ^ Additional Charters. 

« Cal. Hot. Pat., 23 Hen. VI, p. 288. » lb., No. 653. 
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sador for the King of England, whilst the Count de Dunois 
and Simon Charles, " President en la Chambre des Comptes," 
acted for Charles.^* Sir Thomas was absent, attending to his 
official duties in Normandy, by the king's command, on 
St. George's eve, in both the years 1448 and 1449 ; and in 
the latter year he was still governor of Mantes, though not 
actually in the town when it fell into the hands of Charles 
in his campaign against the EngHsh. Monstrelet^^ says, 
that during the time of the truce, the English garrisons 
of Mantes, Vemueil, and Larging had gone on the high road 
between Orleans and Paris, and had robbed and murdered all 
passengers and merchants that fell in their way. On 26th 
August 1449, the King, Charles, left Chartres, and summoned 
Mantes to surrender ; and the Counts Dunois and St. Pol, 
arriving with 500 or 600 men the same day, summoned the 
inhabitants to return to their obedience. They at first refused 
for fear of the garrison ; and the Lieutenant-General having 
ordered preparations for an immediate attack, " the inhabitants 
noticed this, but were fearful that the English garrison, amount- 
ing to 260 men, under Sir Thomas Hoo, Knt., and Chancellor 
of the King of England in these parts, would make a defence : 
he was not indeed in the town ; but his Lieutenant, Thomas 
de St. Barbe, bailiff of the place, was present ;"' and the inha- 
bitants, having seized a portion of the town called Port au 
Saint, forced him to accept a capitulation. 

The affairs of the King of England on the Continent were 
indeed in a gloomy state. The truce of Tours was allowed to 
expire without any of those preparations on the part of the 
English which the French had been making : nearly all the 
towns in Normandy fell or were surrendered to the French 
king. Before the expiration however of the truce, the then 
Regent Somerset in 1449 sent over the Abbot of Gloucester, 
and Lord Hastings, the Chancellor, with a credence to the 
Government and Parliament of England to let the king know 
of the " doubtful and dangerous disposition of France." The 
abbot opened the matter of the credence to Parliament, but 
no efficient steps were taken.''® 

On 1st October 1449, Lord Hoo and Hastings ceased to be 

'* Dn Chesne, p. 448. ^ Kot. Pari. vol. v, p. 147. 

7* Johnes' Edit., ix, p. 18. 
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Chancellor in France. He returned to England, and was 
regularly summoned to Parliament from this date, 27th Hen. VI, 
till his death. Dugdale gives 81st Hen. VI (1458) as the 
last summons ; but in the proceedings of the Privy Council 
on 24th May 1454, he was one of the peers who pleaded that 
they were so sick and feeble, that they would not attend the 
ParUament which had met at Reading and been adjourned to 
Westminster ; and the council, having found his allegation to 
be proved, fined him £20, being only half the amount he 
would otherwise have been liable to.^ His patron and friend 
had been killed ; and Lord Hoo does not seem to have had 
much heart to support the then dominant authorities, who 
had taken the government out* of the king's hands, and 
had named the Duke of York as Regent ; for on 24th July 
1454, his lordship was charged with having once more 
absented himself when the Parliament had met again (on 25th 
June), and he was commanded to attend in the following 
OctoberJ^ 

He might indeed have had on the second occasion as valid 
an excuse as on the first, for he happily did not survive to 
witness the defeat of his royal master at the battle of St. Albans 
in May 1455, having died on 13th February 1455.'''^ 

He also, like his father and grandfather, married twice, but 
had no male issue by either wife. His first wife was Elizabeth, 
daughter of Nicholas Wychingham, by whom he had an only 
child : — 

Anna, aged thirty years at her father's death, and then 
married to Sir Geoffry Bulleyn,®^ who was ancestor of Queen 
EUzabeth. Lady BuUeyn, the daughter, died 2 Rich* III, and 
was buried at Norwich. 

The second wife, who survived Lord Hoo, and remarried 
James Lawrence, was a daughter and heiress of Lionel Lord 
Welles, by whom he left three daughters ; viz. : — 

1, Another Anna, set. seven at her father's death, after- 
wards the wife of Sir Roger Copley,®^ of Roughey. 

T'NioolAS, Acts and Proceedings of grees, for in the will of Sir Oeottrj 

Priyy Council, toL yi, p. 181. fiulleyn, 14 June, 1463, a legacy is giren 

^ lb., 216. " to Dame Ann Hoo, my cousin, a nun, 

7> Inq. p. m. 33 Hen. YI, Sussex. at Berking.*'— Test. Yet., p. 800. 

" Sir William Hoo seems to have had ^ It is worthv of note, that the only 

a sister Ann, not mentioned in the pedi- legal work pubhshed by John Singleton 
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2, Eleanor, aet. five at her father's death, who married 
first, Thomas Echtngham, and he dying S.F., she remarried 
Sir James Carew, of Beddington, and 

3, Elizabeth, set. four at her father's death, who married 
first, Thomas Massinobero, citizen and mercer of London, and 
secondly John Devenish, of Hellingly.^^ 

All these four daughters left male issue. 

On the day preceding his death, Lord Hoo made his will 
under his seal, copious extracts from which exist among the 
MSS. at the College of Arms,^ and are printed with some 
omissions and errors in Nicolas' Test. Fetus t;^ but there are 
evidently several parts of the will left out in the MS., including 
the important point — ^the appointment of the executors. 

The Testament of the Lord Hoo. — I, Thomas Hoo, 
KnyffAt, Lord of Hoo, and of Hastings, the xijth daye of 
february the yere of King Henry the sixt the xxxiij, beyng in 
good mynde make this my wyll and ordenaunce after the 
fourme that folowith : flfyrst y will^ that myne fieoffys and 
myn executors ordeyn xx*^ marks wourth lond of yerely 
valine, theye to geve it In to mortmayn to the abbot and 
covent of batail and to their successors or to geueue theym 
money as myne executors can agree w* theym, they to fynd 
two monkes synggyng Imperpetuite at saint Benyngnys^ 
awtyr In the sayd Abbey for me and myn awncetours, and 
for such personnes as myne executors wyll ordejme. — Item, 
I wyll that my feofiys of the reuersion of the maners of 
Warteling, bukstepe (Waldron), and brokesmayle (Burwash), 
which my lady lewkenore my mother in lawe hath terme of 
her lyffe that my ffeofys make or do to be made a suflBcient 
and a sure estate of percell of the sayd maners londs and 
tenements to the yerely value aboue all charges of xx^ to my 
brother Thomas Hoo and to his Eyrys male of his body law- 
fully begotten, the remaynder therof to my right heyres. 
And yf hit so be that myn Eyres can agree, my sayd brother 
with other londys to the vaJue of xx" li yerely aboue all 

Copley (Lord Lyndhurat) was the " Case » MS. J, vij, fol. 61. 

of a Double Return for the Borough of "* Vol. 1, p. 272. 

Honham," 1806, when Viscount P Jmer- ^ St. Benignus was the apostle of Bur- 

ston was a candidate and unseated. gundy, where the Hoo*b bkHI in diplo- 

^ Inq. p. m. Sussex, 83 Hen. VI, and macy had been exercised. The principal 

HarL 3iJS. 381. feast was 24th Noyember. 
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chargys to hym and to his Eyres male, that then the sayd 
XX** li wourth londe of the sayd maners of Wertlyng, Bukstepe, 
and Brokesmayle, be to my right eyres ; and dso I wyll that 
the overpluce of the sayd maners of wertling, bukstepe, and 
brokesmayll, after the decese of my lady my mother be kept 
styll In jBfeoflys hondes into the tyme my dettes be payed and 
my wyll and ordenance be folly perfourmed ; And that thaune 
Dame AUanor my wyfF have hit terme of her lyffe, the re- 
maynder therof to my right eyres. Item, I wyll as for 
bastings rape that hit be sold by my ffeo%s, and the money 
therof to be dysposed by myn executours to the mariage of 
my doughters, and that my brother bye hit afore any other 
man yf hym lyat?^ 

Item, I wyll that myn executours paye to my lord Welles, 
my wyves father, mif markes, with that he- make or doo to be 
made a sufficient and a sure astate of maners, londes, and 
tenements to the yerely vallu of c marks above all charges 
to Alyenor my wyflfe, terme of her lyflF; and yf hit so be that 
the sayd Lord Welles will not make a suer and a sufficient 
astate of the sayd maners, londes, and tenements, to the yerely 
vallu of c marks to the sayd Alianor, that then I wyll my 
brother Thomas Hoo sue a statute of the stapill^ of a m* li 
ageynst the sayd Lord Welles; and that the sayd money 
therof commyng be disposed by my wyffe and my said brother. 
Item, I wyll that Anne my doughter Alyanor, and Elyzabeth,^ 
have to their marraige a m® marks, and that they be rulyd, 
gouvernyd, and maryed by the discrecion of my wyflfe and 
Thomas Hoo my brother, and that the sayd m"" marks be 
divided betwixt my sayd doughters by the discrecion of my 
wyflfe and of my sayd brother. Item, I wyll that Johnne ^ 
have to her maryage, yf she be rulyd after myn executours, 
xx^ and my wyflfe to fynd her til she be maryed. Item, 
I wyll that Bellamy Goodes and Margarete his wyflf xP of 
annuite, terme of lyff, out of the maner of Cokemo,^ Item, 
I wyll that Hue Rynt have xx' of annuyte, terme of his lyflfe, 

^ The portions printed in italics are ^ These were the three daughters by 

either omitted or misprinted in the Test, the second wife ; the daughter by the first 

Vetust. was ah^ady married. 

^ The statute of 27 Edward III, c. 9, ^ Probably a serrant, mistaken for 
which enabled lands to be seized till the the first daughter of deceased wife, by- 
rents had satisfied debts acknowledged to Dugdale. 
be due. ^ Cockerne-Hoo, Herts. 
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out of the maner of Offley.®^ Item, I wyll that Richard 
Goodyenne have xx* of annuite, terme of his lyff, out of the 
maner of Mulberton.®^ Item, I wyll that robert Stanys have 
XX' of annuite, terme of his lyflfe, out of the maner of Hoo.^ 
Item, I wyll that Willm Collyn have xx* of annuite, terme of 
his lyflTe, out of the maner of Offley. Item, / wyll that John 
Secok have waf of annuite^ terme of his lyffe^ out of the maner 
of Hoo, Item, I wyll that John Hardy have his fyndyng 
during his lyff by the discrecion of my wyffe. I wyll that 
Jane the norice be rewarded by my wyffs discrecion. Item, 

I wyll that John Jaquemyne have In Wyttenesse 

wherof to this my present Wyll Indented I have put to my 
scale of myn armes, wryttyn the daye and yere above sayd. 

The executors named in the will were his wife Eleanor, and 
his half-brother, Thomas Hoo; but they renounced, and letters 
of administration with the will annexed were granted at 
Lambeth on 7th December 1455, to Richard Lewknor, as 
appears by an entry in the register of Archbishop Thomas 
Bourchier (fol. 89), but there is no copy of the will.^ 

Owing probably to the disturbed state of the country, the 
arrangement with Battle Abbey was not carried out till 1480, 
twenty-five years after the death ; but the option suggested 
in the will as to discharging the lands in Sussex from the 
entail on the brother Thomas and his heirs, was adopted when 
the youngest daughter Elizabeth came of age ; and accord- 
ingly, by a feoffment dated 10th December, 13th Edward IV 
(1478), the manors of Offley and Cockem-hoo (Herts), and the 
manor of Hoo in Luton (Beds), holden of William Stanley, 
Xnt., were settled upon Thomas Hoo and his heirs male, and 
in default thereof on his niece, Anne, the wife of Geoflfry 
Bulleyu, and her heirs male.®*^ The manor of Wartling in 
Sussex, thereupon came in the division of the estates after the 
death of the widow, to Eleanor, the wife of Sir James Carew.^ 
It was however forfeited to the crown on the attainder of his 

•1 Offley St. Legtr, Herts. » Inq. 2 Hen. VII, Beds, No. 48, and 

•s Norfolk. Herts, No. 5. 

"* Lnton, Beds. ^ Sir James was second son, and idti« 

M Among the registers of this Aroh- mately heir of Nicholas Carew, of Bed- 
bishop there are copies of man^ wills of dington ; and in 1715 the papers of the 
persons who died in the diocese of Hoo family were among those of the 
If orwioh, whilst that see was vacant ; but Garew family, seen by Peter Le Nere. 
I could find no others entered at length. 
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grandson Sir Nicholas Carew, and in 1543 was purchased 
by James Gage,^ of Bentley, the great-grandson of Margaret, 
the daughter of Sir William Hoo, who married Thomas 
St. Clere.^ 

The rape of Hastings was not purchased by Thomas Hoo, 
the half-brother, but was sold^ by him, Nicholas Hussee, and 
the other feoffees, in 1461 (1st Edward IV), to William, Lord 
Hastings, as being held of the gift of Sir John Pelham. It 
was found on the inquisition taken at Battle^^ on 28th April 
1455, after Lord Hoo's and Hastings' death, that he did not 
hold any land of the crown in Sussex, but that Sir John 
Pelham, Knt., had by his charter given to William Pole Mar- 
quess of Suffolk, Sir Thomas Lewknor, Knt., Thomas Hoo, 
and others, the rape of Hastings, of which they were seized in 
demesne as of fee ; and by another inquisition taken before 
the sheriff at Lewes on 10th April 1458^^^ (36 Henry VI) it 
was found that this lordship of Hastings, &c. of which Sir 
John Pelham, Knt. died seized, was held of the king in chief 
by the service of two knights' fees and a half, and was worth 
100 marks yearly. 

The usual bearing of Lord Hoo and Hastings was Hoo and 
St, Onier quarterly, with St Leger on an escutcheon of pretence, 
which were on his plate as Knight of the Garter. Impaling : 
Erm. on a chief sa. three crosses patee ar., for Wgchingham, 
the first wife ; and afterwards : Or, a lion rampant sa. (it 
should have been with a double tail) for JFelles. He did 
not wear the griffin as it appears on his grandfather's and 
his half-brother's seals as a crest, but a bull statant quarterly 
sa. and ar. homed or.^^ The Hertfordshire branch of the 
family bore for their crest : a maiden's head ppr. hair or. 
banded gu.^^ 

The half-brother Thomas Hoo married early,Alice, daughter 
of Nicholas Urrey, of Rusper in Sussex, who was burgess for 
Horsham in 1415, and of his wife Wilhelmina, daughter, and 
one of the three children of Sir Thomas Buf cestre, by Margaret, 

V Application of Gkige to purofaase; ^ Carl. Ho. Bide MSS. 

InT. in Augmentation Office, 21 April, >^ Yinoent's Xnighte of the Garter, 

84 Hen. VIII. MSS. ColL of Arma. The arms of the 

^ Inq. p.m. Beds, 2 Hen. Vll, No. 48. wives of the Hoos, finom the Griffiths to 

" Sot. CL 1 Edw. lY., Sussex Arch, the Wichinghams, are emhlazoned in 

CoUeeHons, toI. II, p. 168. Harl. MS. 181, f. 78. 

^ Inq. p.m. Suss. 88 Hen. YL ^ Philpc^'BHerts ; MSS, Coll. of Amu. 
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the widow of the Sir Thomas Brewese, whose tomb is on the 
opposite side of the chancel in Horsham church : and thus 
the families of Braose and of Hoo, united in life, are not in 
death or memorials parted. 

In 1427, a fine was levied by John Michelgrove and others, 
by which Roughey was, settled on Thomas Hoo and his wife ; 
and in 1428, they had conveyed to them lands in Horsham 
and Itchingfield, on which Godfrey Bolleyn and Thomas 
Bollejm, clerk, had levied a fine. 

In 1446 and 1448, Thomas Hoo represented the county of 
Sussex in Parliament ; in 1454, he was one of the commis- 
sioners, together with Richard, abbot of Battle, and others, to 
repair the banks of Pevensey Marsh^^ ; and on 14th May 1466, 
immediately after his brother's death, he was appointed one of 
the seven commissioners in Sussex to raise money for the de- 
fence of Calais. ^^ 

Thomas Hoo showed as much devoted attachment to Ins 
sovereign and Queen Margaret as had been displayed by his 
noble brother. The rude, undisciplined, and plundering, yet 
bold and venturous, northern army, under the Earl of Northum- 
berland and Lord Clifford, in company with Margaret and the 
prince, her son, fiushed by their recent success at Wakefield, 
advanced to the abbey and town of St. Albans, and on Shrove 
Tuesday, 17th Feb. 1461, attacked the forces of Warwick and 
Norfolk, who had brought the king with their army. The 
northerns at once forced their way to the Market Cross, and 
after a temporary repulse they rallied for a greater confiict in 
St. Peter's-street, and then, having driven the southern men 
before them out of the town, they renewed the fierce oonfiict 
in the plain called Bamet Heath, thoroughly repulsed the 
southerns, and, killing 2500, turned the flight of 20,000 men 
into a complete rout, till the pursuit was stopped only by the 
sudden darkness of night. The southern chiefs, who had been 
with the king (finding that he had no spirit, nor determina- 
tion, nor countenance, nor address, to put life and animation 
into the people on his side, but rather that his heart was on 
the other side, and leant towards the queen, his wife) " pro- 
viding prematurely for their own escape," withdrew them- 

^ Pugd. Emb., p. 101. 

** Nicolas, Proo. of Privy Cound], toL vi, p. 240. 
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selves from their sovereign, leaving him almost defenceless. 
When all this had happened, there went to the king, says 
the chronicler, John de Whethamstede,^^ an esquire learned 
in the law, and sufficiently eloquent, ''satis facundus,'* called 
Thomas Hoo by name. He suggested to his royal master, 
that, considering the position in which he stood (how indeed 
he stood almost alone, without leaders, without commanders, 
without standard-bearers, or fighting men, and even with- 
out any other men-at-arms adhering to his side sufficient for 
the safe custody of his person), he should send some fit man 
to the army of the north, and to the lords in command of it, 
to signify to them, not only for the causes before mentioned, 
but cdso because he now knew better their good will towards 
him, that he was willing to associate himself in one common 
cause with them, and was leady to come to them, and to remain 
with them, as he had previously remained under the control of 
the southern lords. The advice was adopted. Thomas Hoo 
himself was sent on the mission ; and going to the Earl of 
Northumberland, to whom he was best known, and opening 
the royal pleasure to him, the earl brought to him several other 
lords, who soon conducted the king himself to the nearest tent, 
which was Lord Clifibrd's, and then, going out for the Queen 
and the Prince, led them both into the king s presence. Henry 
displayed unaffected joy at the meeting ; he embraced them in 
his arms, returning thanks to God for allowing his wife to 
escape all dangers and all enemies, and to have thus gained a 
happy triumph : and, the king having knighted the young 
prince, the royal party set out for the abbey of St. Albans, where 
the abbot and monks received them with all honour, and led 
them amidst hymns and chants to the high altar, and the 
shrine containing the holy relics (Jeretrum), and thence to 
their apartments. Lingard thinks that if Henry could have 
advanced directly upon London, his throne might have been 
saved. But he was powerless over the northern men. Not- 
withstanding the king's proclamation, published at the instance 
of the abbot, the northern lords were unable to restrain 
their border followers from repeating the rapine, plundering, 
and excesses which had characterised their march this side of 
the Trent, and were ultimately obliged to withdraw again to 

^ Vnietham : p. 600. 
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the north, where the last three days of March saw the arms 
of Edward completely successful; and the battle of Towton 
deprived Hoo of further opportunity to serve Henry. 

For some years Hoo seems to have retired from public life, 
but returned to it in 1472, when he represented Horsham. 

Eight years afterwards, he carried out the directions in his 
brother's will, in the arrangements with the abbot and convent 
of Battle ; and accordingly, by deed of gift dated 21st Septem- 
ber 1480, he granted to John, abbot of the monastery of Battle, 
and the convent thereof, yearly rents of twenty marks, arising 
from lands, tenements, Src^ in the manor of Rowghey, in the 
parish of Horsham and Rowspar, and lands called Malerbys, 
Hurstlonds, Gevelotts, and Fosters, in Rowspar, which manor 
was late Walter Urrey's, Esquire ; from land, messuages, &c., 
in Horsham; a messuage and ten acres called Edwardes', 
purchased of Thomas Hortle and John Cloterwyn ; from lands 
called Mastots, purchased of William Cloterwyn ; from lands 
called Gawtron, purchased of John Gawtron ; from lands, &c., 
purchased of William Waller, James Bonewike, and John 
Mighell ; from land purchased of the feoffees of John a Deane ; 
from meadow-land, comprising seven acres, called Turnoures 
and Aylewins, purchased of William Miller the elder, and 
William Waller the younger ; from lands and tenements, near 
Rowghey, purchased of the feoffees and executors of the will 
of Henry Boteler, that is to say, the meadow of ten acres called 
Elliotis, twelve acres called Cokhuntisgrove, lands, wood, &c. ; 
forty acres called Hothlands; five acres called Segrymes; a mes- 
suage and garden, purchased of Robert Stanys ;^^ other mes- 
suages and gardens, called Old Cloterwyns, purchased of Thos. 
Hortle ; lands purchased of William Lower, son of Walter 
Lower; lands and tenements, purchased of Alicia Reyner; 
lands, &c. called Langherst, purchased of George Brykis ; six 
acres called Redynsmore and Brynchelersmede ; the lands and 
tenements calle^ the Old Park and the Home Park ; lands, 
tenements, and manors, purchased of John (Mowbray) Duke of 
Norfolk, then held by fine in the Court of the King, comprising 
one hundred acres called Goldstaple, eight acres called Alkes- 
bomfelde, near Roughey ; and of the manors of Shapwic Egle, 
Compton, and Westmarden, in Sussex ; lands called Croftes- 

^ The person to whom an annuity was given hj Lord Hoo's wilL See ante, p. 121. 
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loud in the parish of Bosegrove ; lands called Wattislonda, in 
the pariah of Farlegh, &c. : — for the maintaining of two monks 
within the monastery of Battle, to celebrate at the obsequies, 
and to all future times, in the church of the said monastery, 
to pray for the salvation of the soul of Sir Thomas Hoo, Knt., 
late lord of Hoo, and of Hastings, deceased ; for the good 
state and the health of the souls of the donor, and of Alicia 
his wife ; and of the souls of Walter Uney, Esquire, father of 
the said Alicia, and "Willme," mother of the said Alicia, then 
deceased ; as also of all parents, friends, benefactors, and kin, 
of the said Thomas Hoo, Esquire, and Alicia his wife.^** 

The greatest portion of the property thus settled had not 
belonged to Lord Hoo ; and &om this circumstance, together 
with the long interval which had elapsed, it may be presumed 
that there had been much trouble in obeying the pious inten- 
tion of the noble baron. 

On 22nd January 1481 (20 Edward IV), Thomas Hoo made 
a feoffment of all his share in the manor of Wartling, and of 
Frenchcourt, Farlegh, Pytte, Hoseland, Stobeynes, and Cates- 
feilde, in Sussex, and of aH other his lands in the rapes of 
Hastings and Pevenaey, to Edward (Storey) Bishop of Chi- 
chester; John (Morton) Bishop of Ely; Thomas Arundel, Knt., 
Lord Mautravers, Thomas Vaughan, Thomas St. Leger, Knt., 
and several others;""* to this feoffment is affixed his seal. 



and from a pen-and-ink sketch in the MSS. of the College of 
Arms the accompanying facsimile is made. 
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The supporters are two harpies. The same seal, says 
Le Neve, was appended to a testification made by Thomas 
Hoo of his pedigree from Sir Robert Hoo and Hawise 
Fitzwaryn. 

The family temp. Rich. II (1379) were lords of the manor 
and patrons of the church of Ockley in Surrey,^^^ which in the 
time of Edward I had belonged to Nicholas de Malmaynes ; 
and in 1480, these were held by Thomas Hoo.^^^ On 10th Feb. 
1483, he was also found to be surviving trustee of Sir Henry 
Percy.^^ He was of sufficient eminence to be in all the com- 
missions of the peace, and of Oyer and Terminer, issued for 
Sussex by Richard III, by whom he was also made one of the 
commissioners of array in this county for the defence of the 
kingdom " against the rebels,'' and of the sea-coast against 
anticipated foreign invasions.^^^ He died, without leaving any 
issue, on 8th October 1486 ;^^* and by the inquisitions taken 
in November following at Hertford, and at Dunstable for 
the county of Beds, it was found that on his death his cousin, 
Sir William BuUeyn, then of the age of 86 years, had entered 
upon the manors of Offley, Cokem-hoo, and Hoo, in Luton, 
under the feoffment of 10th December 1473 ; and the Bed- 
fordshire jury find that his coheirs were — 

1. His cousin, Elizabeth Lewknor, the wife of Richard 
Lewknor, daughter of Margaret St. Clere, sister of Thomas 
Hoo, Knt., father of the said Thomas Hoo, then aged 50 years 
and upwards. 

2. William Gage, aged 40, son of Alianor, another 
daughter of the said Margaret St. Clere ; and , 

3. Miles Harcourt, age 18 years, son of Edith, the wife 
of Richard Harcourt, another daughter of the said Margaret.^^*^ 

From the Sussex inquisition, taken at Lindfield, on the 
28th October 1487, Thomas Hoo seems to have been a trouble- 
some friend of the Browns: for John Brown, Henry Ashbourne, 

^^ Manning and Bray, toI, ii, p. 165-6. the date of the death in the Sussex finding, 
"1 Gal. Inq. p.m., p. 476. 28d Not., is an eiror, as is also the fina- 
ls Manning and Bray, toL iii, p. 118. in^ that Sir William Bull^n was his 
^ 9th Beport of Keeper of I&oords, heir ; that finding, indeed, is written on 

pp. 17, &0. 46 and 104. an erasure. 

^* Writs for inqimitions were sent into *^ This Margaret is not noticed in any 

Beds, Herts, and Sussex, sJl dated 17 Oct. of the nrint«d pedigrees of Hoo, nor are 

2 Hen.y II $ and it is therefore evident that her children. 
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and others, being feoffees to the use of George Brown and 
Elizabeth his wife, of Shapwick -Eagle, Coinpton, holden of the 
Earl of Arundel, and West Marden (all of which had been 
included by Thomas Hoo in his grant to Battle Abbey), and 
of the park of Eittleworth in Sussex, had been disseized by 
Thomas Hoo : George Brown having died, his widow had re- 
entered a portion of the estates ; but the Browns had been 
effectually disseized of Grovelescient, otherwise Wynd, in 
Hastings, and thirty messuages in Winchelsea, Pett, and Rye, 
liy Thomas Hoo. 

It is stated by Philpot that a William Hoo, Esq., died 
2 Sept. 1465, and had a slab under the communion table in 
Horsham Church, with the arms of Hoo mpaling a fesse. He 
may have been a son of Thomas, dying in his father's life- 
time ; although I have found no evidence to identify him. 

With Thomas Hoo therefore expired the last of the male 
line of the Hoo family in Sussex. 

The title of Lord Hastings, which had been borne by the 
Hoos, was conferred by Edward IV as one of his first acts 
after he had assumed the throne in 1461, upon his Chamber- 
lain, William Hastings, who, as we have seen, immediately 
purchased of the former Lord Hastings' feoffees the castle and 
rape from which his title was derived. 

The male lines of the Boleyns, the Copleys, the Carews 
(the name has been* assumed by the Throgmortons), and the 
Devenishes, who married the four daughters and coheiresses 
of Lord Hoo, have also become extinct. 

The chief seat of the Hoos was in the parish of Paul's 
Walden, Herts : of their residence close by Wartling Wood, 
in Sussex, I can trace no remains. 

The tomb, which is engraved from a drawing made in 1781, 
by Grimm, for Sir William Burrell, is situated on the south 
side of the Roughey chantry, which it separates from the 
chancel. It is an altar tomb of Purbeck marble ; the slab at 
the top is plain, and has never had any inscription or brass ; 
a brass inscription ran round the edge and within spendles, 
similar to those in the seal of Sir William ; on each side of the 
base of the tomb were brass shields of arms ; but the escutcheons 
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and inscriptioDS had been taken aw&y before the visitation of 
Fhilpot and Owen in I6S4. The testem is groined, and ia 
supported hy four marble pillars ; at each comer of the cornice 
on the eastern end is a lion's head : they seem to be originals, 
and are still in good preservation. The other portions of the 
cornice are debased Grothic, very rudely carved. In the centre 
on the south side is a boss with the figure of a woman playing 
on the virginals. 



In other bosses are oak-leaves in a circle, with acorns at the 
four comers ; three lilies, emblematical of the Annunciation, 
or three poppies, emblematical of Death ; at the west end are 
the figures of men holding scrolls : all of these appear to be 
of later date than the main part of the tomb — as late indeed 
as the time of Ehzabeth, apparently confirming the tradition 
that the tomb of her relative was repaired by the order of the 
queen after one of her Sussex journeys. 

These monuments are strong illustrations of the truth of 
quaint Sir Thomas Browne's words, that " Gravestones tell 
truth scarce 40 years; generations pass whilst some trees 
stand; and old femilies last not three oaks." The Braose 
and the Hoo are gone, and, in the words of our last and 
greatest Sussex poet, — 

*' Oblivion will steal silently 
The remnaut of their fame." 

vin. 17 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE STEYNING 

CHURCH-BOOK. 

BY THE REV. THOMAS MEDLAND. 



BEAD AT H0B8HAX, JTTLY 12, 1855. 



The following extracts are made from an old book which 
is kept in the church chest at Steyning, and is still in use for 
entering the yearly accounts of the churchwardens, and any 
other important matters connected with the church. Some 
extracts from the parish records, relating to the demolition of 
the church, have been given in a former volume (V, p. 121), 
and it has been thought that additional extracts might now 
prove interesting, as they refer to some obsolete customs of 
the olden time. 

The first entry, which is still legible, is the following, and 
it stands on a page by itself : — 

**THE RENTALL OF LANDS PERTEYNYNG TO THE CHURCH. 

d. 

R^ of thomas benett of chancton for a gate place 

It. for the lampe lands ^ . . . . 

It. of Mr. Sherley for ii shoppes 

It. of thomas parson's shoppe 

It. of ii shoppes in the hands of peter peto 

It. of John Lock's hous .... 

It. of Peter Famfold for iiii acres of pastur 

ground, and ii acres of arable ground ^ . 
It. of my lady of Sion ' .... 

It. of Wylem Pellett for a shoppe . 
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1 These lands were in the parish of 
West Grinstead, and it is jirobable that 
the wax lights afterwards named were 
provided, in part at least, from this rental. 
They are now alienated from the parish, 
as are all the shops and houses here enu- 
merated. 

3 This land still belongs to the parish, 



and the pasture land is let for more than 
£4 per acre. During the time of the 
great Bebellion it was appropriated by one 
of the Famfold fiimily ; but a commission 
was issued from the Court of Chancery, 
in the reign of Charles II, which obliged 
him to restore it. 
' After the suppression of the alien 
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After this there commences the regular entry of the church 
accounts ; but the entries are comparatively of little interest 
after the reigns of Henry VIII and Edward VI, except that in 
the time of Charles I, there is entered at full length, " The 
solemn League and Covenant," to which are affixed the names 
of seventy-eight of the inhabitants, and the marks of sixty 
others. This appears a large number of male adults for a 
place like Steyning, but it is impossible now to ascertain what 
proportion it bore to the whole population. 

''COMPUTUS EC0LE8IE DE STETNYNO. 

" A.D. 1519. The accompte of Jamys Pellett and Willyam 
Parson, late wardens of the churche of Stenyng, made the yere 
of our Lorde m. iiiii. xix., the xiii day of the monethe of may 
byfore the curett and the churchwardens then beyng, and all 
things accomptyd and allowyd, ther remaynythe clerely to the 
sayd churche xxv*. vie?., and soo the sayde Jamys and Willyam 
to be clerely dischargyd and acquit t. 

"The same day and yere come Rychard Pellett and Willyam 
Gardener, lat wardens of the kyng play,* and in lyk manner 
made ther accompt for the time of ii yere, and all thyngs ac- 



priories, the large property at Steyning, 
which had belonged to the xformau abbey 
of Fecamp, was granted to the abbey oi 
Sion, and the amount here stated appears 
to have been the yearly sum paid by the 
•bbess towards the support oi the church. 
4 This ''kyng-pUy appears to have 
belonged to the popular sports of the 
time, and to haye been conducted by 
some leader appointed for the occasion, 
and honoured for the nonce with the title 
of king. There were, for instance, the 
King of May, the King of the Bean, the 
Lord of Misrule, &c. There were also 
the three Kings of Cologne, by which title 
were designated the three wise men, or 
magi^ whom the superstitious rcyerence 
of the middle ages had promoted to this 
rank. Tliis su^ect is treated of iu Sir H. 
Ellis's edition of Brand's Popular Anti- 
quities (London, 1813, pp. 212, 213), and 
extracts are giyen from the churchwar- 
dens* accounts of Kinffston-upou'Thames. 
The costs of the kyngham (orkyng-game) 
and Bobin Hode are giyen in one entry 
(24 Heniy VII), thus showing a connec- 
tion between the two. In Coates*s His- 
tory of Beading (1802, 4to) we find also 



the following notices in churchwardens' 
accounts, in illustration of this subject : — 

" p. 214, St. Lawrence parish. 
1499. It rec** of the gaderyng of Bobyn 
Hod, ziz«. 
It. rec' of the gaderyng of the stage 

play, xyiif. 
It. pay<* for horsemete to the horsys 
for the Kyngs of Colen on May- 
day, yii d, 
p. 878, St. Giles's parish. 
1536. Of the kyng-play at Whitsuntide, 
86*. M.^ 
It would appear that this kyng-play 
was got up at considerable eipense, and 
the profits deriyed from it paid by war- 
dens appointed for this purpose into the 
treasury of the church. 

Kares's Glossary represents the king- 
game as eihibitinff the pageant of the 
Three Kings of Cologne. 

Similar games were also exhibited in 
monasteries. In the accounts of the 
priory of Pinehall, county of Durham, ap- 
TOars, inl488, this entry, "ui ludis Domini 
Prioris xxxy«. yiiiJ." Again, in 1489, 
"iiii ludis domini Prioris zxxii«." — Dr. 
Baine's ed., p. ccii. 
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comptyd and allowyd, ther remaynythe clerely to the sayd 
churche iii/f . vii^. iiiie/., and so the said Richard and Willyam 
to be clerely dischargyd and acquitt. 

"The same day and yere came thomas GooflPe and Wyllyam 
patchyng, wardens of the lygt ^ of the salutacyon of our lady, 
and have delyveryd unto y* churche boxe clerely, ther lygt 
dyschargyd, ii.." 

"a.d. 1520. The syxt day of the monethe of february the 
yere of our Lord m.iiiii.xx** came John toniar, and delyvered 
of suche mony as he had in hys handys of the churche of 
Stenyng xx*., and so the sayd John torner to be clerely dys- 
chargyd. 

" The same day and yere came Anne benett, the lone ^ of 
robertt benett, and delyvryd of suche mony as she hadd yn 
hjrr handys of the sayd churche iiii^., and so the sayd Anne 
benett to be clerely dyschargyd. 

" The same day and yere came John Spensar glover, and 
delyvryd soche mony as he hadd yn hys handys of sent 
crystofer's lygt — xxii*. iii^., and so the sayd John Spensar to 
be clerely dischargyd. 

" The same day and yere came Jamis Pellett and John Goff, 
and delyvryd the mony of the kyng ale ^ in to the churche 
box, xxxiiii^. vi^., and so the said jamis and John to be clerely 
dischargyd." 



* The light of the Salutation of our 
Lady, and afterwards the lights of St. 
Chriatopher and St. Peter, appear to have 
been wax tapers, proyided either from the 
church funos, or m>m some pious bequest 
or subscription, and lighted before the 
altars of tne Virgin and the respective 
saints, either on their particular feast-days 
or for a greater length of time. It would 
appear Werer, from iU being termed 
the 'Might of the Salutation," that this 
particuUr light was kept burning only on 
the day set apart for this festival ; and 
this was probably the case also with the 
lights of the saints. These lights appear 
to have been placed under the charge of 
wardens appointed for this purpose, who 
received the offerings made, and after- 
wards paid the amount into the church 
box. In the churchwardens' accounts of 
the parish of Cowfold, by the Venerable 
ATchd(MoonOit0T{SiutexArch. CoUeetiont^ 
vol. II, p. 317), are entries of cowa be- 
longing to that parish, to supply tapers 



in honour of St. Catherine, St. Anthony, 
and our Lady; and there are various en- 
tries of money paid for wax to make such 
tapers. 

• Widow; or it may refer to money 
bequeathed for a " loan." See an entry in 
▲.D. 1546, at p. 136. 

7 The king-ale does not appear to have 
been connected with the king-play, but to 
have been ale brewed for the feast of 
the Epiphany. We see afterwards four 
torches accounted for by the wardens of 
the king-ale, on the eve of the Epiphany, 
which were probably bought for the due 
celebration of the feast. Two young men 
of the parish were "yearly chosen by their 
last foregoers to be wardens, who, dividing 
the task, make collection among the pa- 
rishioners of whatsoever provision it 
pleaseth them voluntarily to bestow." — 
Carey's Survey of Comwall^ p. 6S, in 
Nares' G-lossary, Chureh-ale, 

The following satirical extract from 
an old author of the time of Elizabeth, 
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" A.D. 1621. The yere of our lorde m.iiiii.xxi*^ the xi"" day 
of febroary came in John Galosher and Robertt butt, wardens 
of the lyght of Sent Peter, and made ther accompt of the seyd 
lygt and all thyngs accomtyd and alowyd ther remaynyth 
clerely in the hondys of the seyd John and robert vii^. viii^. 

" The same day and yere came yn Roger burdfold, John 
bode the yon', and wyllyam pike, wardens of the kyng ale, 
and have delyvryd ynto the churche boxe all things ac* 
comptyd and allowyd clerely xxxiiiii^. xd., and so the seyd 
rog', John, and wyllym to be clerely dyschargyd for the fyrst 
yere, the w*^ mony was delyvryd unto the brethren wardens, 
tha beyng wyllyam pellett and John godfrey." 

"A.D. 1522. The v day of January the yere of our Lord 
m.iiiii.xxii, came John bode the yong' and wyllyam pike 
wardens of the kyng ale, and have made accompt for iiii 
torches bogt with the mony savyd the second yere to y* sum 
of xix^., and so the seyd John and wyllyam to be clerely dis- 
chargyd for the second yere."' 

"A.D. 1541. The vi daye of Januari in the xxxii yere oflF 
the rayne of kyng henry the viii, came John Hylton and John 
turner, wardens off the churche of Stenyng, and hathe made 
ther accomptes, and so the sayd wardens be clerely dischargyd. 

" The same daye and yere came Rye*, famfold the yonger 
and payd to the churche wardens for iiii acres off lond lyyng 
upon the howe iwa. viii^., and for ii acres lyyng in perate's 
forlong us. iiiie/." 

"A.D. 1545. Memorandum. The v*^ day of Apryll in the 
xxxvi*"" yere of the rayne of our Soverayne Lord Henry the 

quoted in Strait's Sports and Pattime$ is set to sale either in the church or in 
of the People of EngUmd (4to edition, some other place assigned to that pur- 
1810, p. 825), will explain for what pur- pose. Then, when this nippitation, this 
pose the ale was brewed : — huilbcappe^ as they oaU it, this nectar of 
'* In certain townee where drunken life, is set abroach, well is he that can get 
Bacchus bears swaie^ against Christmass the soonest to it, and spends the most at 
and Easter, VHiiteundaj, or some other it, for he is counted the godliest man of 
time^ the churchwardens, for so thej call aU the rest, and most in Gk>d's faTour, 
them, of erery parish, with the consent of because it is spent upon the church fbr- 
the whole parish, proride half a score or sooth. If all be true, which they say, they 
twentie quarters of mault, whereof some bestow that moner which is got therob/ 
they buy of the churche stocks^ and some for the repairs of tneir churches and chap- 
is giren to them of the parishioners them- pels; they buy bookes for the service^ 
selTcs, erevy one conferring somewhat, ouppe for the celebration of the sacra- 
according to his ability ; which mault . ment, surpl e s ses for Sir John, and such 
being made into reiy strong ale or beer, other necessaries,*' Ac 
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Eighte, by the grace of God of Englonde, ffraunce, and of 
Irelande Kyng, DefiTender of the ffaithe, and in righte supreme 
hedde of the Churche of Englonde and Irelonde, came Thomas 
Parson and Thomas Goff, wardens of the Churche of Stenyng, 
and hath made their accompts, and so the saide wardens hath 
brought clerely into the churche boxe savyd by the churche 
ale ® XXX*. id., and so the saide wardens be clerely dischargyd 
from all reckonynge, and so remainy th at this day viii/«. iiij*. ijd, 
whereof deliveryd the same daye to James Pellett and Edwarde 
Parson, churchwardens, xxvi*. viiic?. 

" It. The saide James Pellett owyth to the Churche vii 
bushelles of lyme, and Wyllyam Pellett the yonger owyth a 
carten of horsham stone." 

" A.D. 1 546. M*. The xii daye of Januarii in the xxxvii^'' 
yere of the rayne of Soverayne lord kyng Henri the viii''*, by 
the grace of God of yngland, franse, and Yerland, defender of 
the &ythe and of the churche of yngland and also Yerland, 
suprem hede, came James Pellett and Edward Parson, wardens 
of the churche of Stenyng, and hathe made ther accompts, and 
so the said wardens hathe brothe clerely in to the churche 
boxe savyd by the churche ale xxix*. vrf., and so the sayd 
wardens be clerely dyschargyd for all rekynynge, and so ther 
remaynyth at thys daye vii/e. x*. id. in the churche boxe. 

"M*. Matthew Curtmell owyth for wylliam gravisend 
buryyng for y* churche vvr. viiirf. ; also y" vicar owyth xxxvii*. 

'* M\ Ye same daye and yere came John Bennet, and payd 
to the churchwardens for his father's bequethe iij>. viijrf.' 

" A.D. 1547. M*. the xv"* day of Apryll in the flyrst yere of 
the raigne of our Soverayn Lord Kynge Edward the VI, came 
Thomas Holland and James Poiys, wardens of the churche of 
Stenyng for the yere past, and so the said wardens brought 
clerely in to the churche boxe for the churche ale xxxi^. iud.oq, 
and so ther remayneth at this daye in the churche boxe 
lij>. wmd. oq, and so the said wardens be dischargyd. 

« The churohwardens or questmen, and 
their auistants, shall sufEer no plays, feasts, 
banquets, suppers, chmreh-alet^ drmkings, 
temporal courts or leets, laj-juries, or anj 
other profane usage, to be kept in the 
church, chapel, or churchyard," Ac Ac 



" We may here trace the gradual pro- 
gress of the Reformation. The king-ale is 
now termed the church-ale, and the cus- 
tom seems to haye been shortly discon- 
tinued altogether. It was, in &ct, abso- 
lutely forbidden in 1603, together with 
other profane and superstitious practioes, 
by the 88th Canon :— 



r 
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" M*. that John Gravesdon oweth to the churche boxe that 
he receveyd to by a newe cross, 8*.^ 

" M*. that Matthewe Curtmyll owethe to the churche for 
the burying of Wylliam Gravisend, vi*. \md. 

" M,\ that John Wardyn and Jane hys wyff hathe gyven and 
dely veryd unto the wardens aforesaid to the use of the churche 
all particulars as hereafter followeth : — 
Imprimis a chrismatory.^^ 
It. iii alter clothes of drap.^^ 
It. a howseljmg towell of drap.^ 
It. ii gret candelstyks and ii small of Latyn. 
It. xiii wypyng napkyns. 
" It. a Brydepaist, which is in the custody of her Brother 
Rychard Pfamflfold, to the intent that the said Richard flfold 
hath of them that boroweth it for the reparacions of the 
churche, viii^., and he to accompt yerely at the churche 
reckenyng. 

'^ M^ the same yere John Marnett of London gave the same 
yere ii desk clothes for the chancell. 

" It. Sir^^ Owen, Chauntry prest, hathe gyven to the churche 
the same yere a stole." 

With respect to the " Bryde-paist " mentioned above, some 



' Here again we may observe the pro- 
graas of the reformed aoctrines and prao- 
tioes. The cross that was to haye been 
purchased is no longer needed. 

'^ Ghrismatory. *'A yessel where the 
ohriam is kept," Baillie. The ohriam was 
a mixture of oil and balsam, consecrated 
hy the bishop on Easter ere, for the 
ensuing year, and used at baptism, con- 
firmation, extreme unction, &o. 

" Drap. " aoth, woollen doth," BaUUe. 

>3 The "howselying towell" was used 
for covering the consecrated elements, 
called the <<houseL" Thus, in Elfric's 
Homily for Easter Sunday, it is said, 
^ His (Xt's) spiritual body, which we call 
the houiel, is gathered of many corns, 
without blood and bone, without limb," 
&c. Bede, Hist. EccL notis Wheeloci, 
p. 402. 

So communicants were called howte- 
Unffe people. Thus, in the Certificate of 
Survey of St. Beryan, in ComwiJl, 2 Ed- 
ward Vl (Augmentation Office), there is 
a memorandum *' that there is within ye 
saide parishe churehe oihowteUnge people 

VIII. 



the nombre of xi hundred." Monaaiieon 
Diocens Eximentie^ by G-. Oliver, D.D., 
p. 13, Exeter, lSi6, folio. 
*' Thus was I, sleeping, by a brother's band, 

Of life, of crown, of queen at once des- 
patdiM : 

Cut off even in the blossoms of my sin, 

UnhouteFd, disappointed, unanel'd." 
Shakspbabb, ffennletf Act i, sc. 5. 

In Leland's Collectanea^ vol. ii, is a 
paper, by J. Lewis, minister, of Margate, 
on the djfTerent articles of furniture in the 
Roman Catholic churches, and amonf 
them are enumerated, " 2. Towels, called 
housling towels. Of these there were 
three. Thus the rubric upon the mass- 
book appoints, ' Hoc altare operiatur 
tribus mappis sen toualeis munois,' viz. 
the upper one oblong, and reaching to 
the ffround ; the other two shorter, or one 
of them doubled. These were all to be 
blessed by the bishop, or by some one 
who had power to do so." 

^ An instance of the title *' Sir," given 
to the priests, as "Sir Hugh," in the 
Merry Wives qf Windsor. 

18 
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observations may be required in explanation. — ^Dr. Rock, in 
his Church of our Fathers, vol, iii, p. 2, 174, on the Bridal 
Mass, quotes the following : — " Thre omements longe prin- 
cipally to a wyfe — a rynge on her finger, a broche on her 
breste, and a garlonde on her hede : the garlonde betokenethe 
gladnesse and the dignitie of the sacrament of wedloke/' 
Thus Chaucer describes Grisilde when adorned as a bride — 

" A coronne on hire hed they have ydressed. 
And sette hire full of nouches gret and smal." 

Clarke'9 Tale, v, 8257. 

It was in pursuance of this ancient custom that parishes at 
this period kept ornaments for a bride, to be let out at wed- 
dings ; but the word " bryde-paist " is not often to be met 
with, and the custom does not appear to have continued long. 
In the roll of expenses on the marriage of Sir Gervas Clifton 
of Clifton, Notts, in 1530 (printed at the end of the Forme of 
Cury, p. 166), the bride was provided with " black velvet 
bonnits, every bonnit 17^., and three boxes to carry them in, 
and three pasts 9c?." In Coates' History of Beading, p. 225, 
in the churchwardens' accounts of the parish of St. Lawrence 
in 1561, an entry occurs : — '* Bryde Past. Item, received of 
John Radleye vi^. viiie/." In the inventory of the church pro- 
perty of St. Margaret's, Westminster, in 1540, occurs, "Paid 
to a goldsmith's wife of London for a cerclett to marry maydens 
in, iii/i. x^. ;" and in 1 564, " Cerclet for brydes. Item, one 
past for brydes set with perle and stone." (See Brand's 
Popular Antiq.) In Machyn's Diary (published by the Camden 
Society), p. 240, it is recorded, " 1560, the 13 day of July 
was mared in Sant Mary Wolmar's in Lumbard Street, iii 
dowthers of Master Atkjmson the skrevener in ther here and 
goodly pastes with chaines and perle and stones ;" and in the 
Glossarial Index, p. 463 of the same volume, is a quotation 
from Palsgrave's Eclaircissement de la Langue Francaise 
(1530), ''Paste for a lady or woman, unes paces." With the 
same meaning, Richelet's Dictionary (1759) gives *' Passe 
(cincinnus) terme de faiseuse de bonnets— c'est un devant de 
bonnet de femme." 

The term ''paste " has been overlooked by glossarists, but 
it seems to have an affinity with " passement," lace, and to be 
derived, like it, from " passer, to draw or strain through," 
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descriptive of the process of making the thin plates or threads 
of gold or other metal necessary for lace or tinsel. Em- 
broiderers to this day use the terms " plate," " pearl," and 
" passings," for their materials. Sir Thomas More, in his Sup- 
plicacian of Sowlys^ made anno 1 529 (p. 288 of his works, folio, 
1567), mentions *' pastes** among other ornaments of female 
attire : — " With gay gownys and gay kyrtels, and much waste 
in apparell, rynges and owchis, with partelettes and pastis 
garnished with perle." 

To check this '' waste in apparell" a remarkable sumptuary 
law was passed by Parliament in 1541-2 (stat. 33 Hen.VIII, 
c. 5), professing in its preamble to be " for the brede and 
encrease of horses for the defence of this realme," and enapt- 
ing that a certain number of horses, '^ three years old and in 
heyght 14 handfalls," should be compulsorily kept by various 
persons according to their rank and means. An archbishop 
or duke was to keep seven, and other peers and bishops in pro- 
portion. After which occurs this clause : " And all and every 
person temporall not afore mencyoned, whos wiff shall ware 
any goun of sylke, or whos wiff shall ware any Frenche hood 
or bonnet of velvet with any habiliment, past, or egg of gold, 
perle, or stone, or any chayne of gold about ther nekks or in 
ther partletts, or in any apparell of ther bodie, shall after the 
Feast of St. Michael, 1555, have, fynde, kepe, susteyne, and 
maynteyne, one trotting horse for the saddle upon pain of 
£10 forfeit." The result of this law would therefore be, that 
if a lady were fortunate enough to have a ^'past " to wear, 
her husband was compelled to keep a riding-horse for her. 

A striking instance of a "paste " being worn by ladies of 
high degree, as well as by brides in country parishes, may be 
seen in the account of Lady Jane Grey's execution {Chronicle 
of Queen Jane, edited by J. G. Nichols, Esq., for the Camden 
Society, p. 58) : — " Then she stode up and gave mistris Tylney 
her gloves and handkercher, and her book to maister Bruges, 
the Lyvetenaute's brother ; forthwith she untyed her gown. 
The hangman went to her to help her of therewith ; then she 
desjrred him to let her alone, turning towardes her two gen- 
tlewomen, who helped her off ther with, and also with her 
frose paast and neckercher, giving to her a fayre handkercher 
to knytte about her eyes." 

Sir Harris Nicolas, in a note on this passage (p. xci), is 
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inclined to interpret " firose paast *' as " fironts-piece ;" and 
Mr. Nichols, finding the words altered by Foxe (Acts and 
Monuments) into ''frowes past/' considers them to mean 
" a matronly head-dress." An ornament however of frosted 
silver or tinsel may not improbably be intended, "fixjse" being 
used in the sense of what is now termed ''frosted.'' 

" A.D. 1548. M*. The xiii daye of Februarii in the second 
yere of the rajme of our Sovrane Lord Kyng Edward the VI, 
came Rich*. Famfold and Wylli" Pellet the ch**. wardens of 
the churche of Stenyng for the yere past, and so the said 
wardens broghte clerely to the churche boxe for the churche 
ale xxvi^., and so ther remayneth in the chm*che boxe at this 
daye £vi. v*. viiic?., and so the sayd wardens be clerely 
dyschargyd. 

"M*. That Rychard Famfold broght to the churche box, 
and payd for the bryd past the same yere v*. iiijrf." 

" A.D. 1 549. On the vi*^ day of Marche in the thyrde yere of 
the raigne of our Sovrayne Lord Kynge Edward the VP, came 
Thomas Booker, one oi the churchwardens of Stenyng for the 
yere past, and brought clerely to the churche boxe for the 
churche ale xx«., and so ther remaynith in the churche boxe 
at this day vi angells of golde, and in silver xxviii^. iv^., and 
so the said wardens be discharged." 

"May 1, 1553. The same day and yere came the sayd 
Rychard Farnfold, and brought in for the bryde past xiic?." 

On a sheet in the middle of the book, which has been 
bound up out of its proper place, is an account of the letting 
of the churche lands by feoffees on the 10th September, in 
the 30th year of Henry VIII (a.d. 1588) ; but the only entry 
which has in it anything peculiar is the following : — 

" Also the same daye and yeare before vrritten the said 
feoffees have granted to Mr. Richard Farnfold of Gatewycke 
two crofts, called George's Crofts, for the space and time of 
viii yeares, conditionally that he should kepe yearly from Maii 
day till Michaelmas day xii kine for the poore occupiers of 
Stenyng, they payinge to him xiirf. a peace every yeare for 
every cowe. And the saide Richard covenantyth to breake 
up all the sayde George's Crofts withjm the space of the sayde 
eighte yeres." 



NOTICES OF THE ABBEY OF ROBERTSBRIDGE. 

BY THE EEV. GEOKGE MILES COOPER. 



u from the Cliipel Boor. 



In my examination of the records belonging to this monas- 
tery, I have derived aeaiatance from the previous inquiries 
of the Rev. E. Venables, who having undertakes to be its 
historian, but being unfortunately prevented from completing 
his design, has allowed me to benefit by the result of his 
labours. A supply of matter, not hitherto made public, has 
also been very ooligingly placed in my hands by the Bev. 
G. R. Boissier, consisting of nearly two bundred deeds of 
conveyance and other documents relating to the abbey, acci- 
dentally discovered, a few years since, as that gentleman was 
passing through a neglected room in Penshurst Castle. A 
seal protruding itself from a heap of rubbish, led to an inves- 
tigation which brought to light a lai^ number of parchments 
and papers, whose existence had been for a long time unknown 
OT forgotten. Mr. Boissier subsequently cleaned and arranged 
them for the late Lord De Lisle, the noble owner of the 
castle, and has permitted me to use his transcripts for the 

Smrposes of the present essay, of which indeed they will be 
oand to ftimish the principal materials. These deeds, there 
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can be no doubt, had been in the possession of the Sidney 
family from an early date after the dissolution ; for in the 
82 Henry VIII, the site of the abbey, with other lands, was 
granted to Sir William Sydney and his wife Agnes, in exchange 
for the manor of Kingston-upon-Hull, the manor of Myton, 
and certain other property in York and Lincoln. They are 
all of parchment, excepting the grants and licenses of the three 
Edwards, which are on paper ; and the seals of the parties 
concerned remain for the most part tolerably entire. It will 
readily be supposed that many of these deeds, establishing the 
title of the abbey to lands and tenements, of which the names 
are not mentioned or no longer known, cbntain in them little 
to excite a present interest. I propose only to select such as 
appear most worthy of remark from the nature of the gift or 
the name of the giver. 

The Abbey of Robertsbridge belonged to the Cistercians, a 
branch of the Benedictmes which took its name from Cister- 
tium, or Cisteaux, in Burgundy, where it began a.d. 1098. 
Stephen Harding, an EngUshman, the third abbot of Cisteaux, 
is thought to have introduced the Order into this country 
about A.D. 1128 ; their monasteries, generally built in solitary 
and uncultivated places, were reckoned in 26 Henry VIII to 
be seventy-five in number, exclusive of twenty-six Cistercian 
Nunneries. 

The house at Robertsbridge, on the banks of the Rother, 
was founded in the year 1176 (22 Henry III) by Robert de 
Sancto Martino, according to the Chronicle of the church of 
Rochester; but the confirmatory charter of 10 Richard I, a 
better authority, makes the founder to be Alured (or Alfred) 
of St. Martin. From the earlier documents it appears likely 
that Robert was the originator of the mstitution, afterwards 
so confirmed and enlarged by Alured as to procure him the 
title and honour of founder; an occurrence by no means 
singular in the establishment of such houses. In this very in« 
stance, Alicia, the vnfe of Alured, because a principal benefac- 
trix, is in one charter termed the "Foundress." Foundations, 
like inventions, are often difficult to trace up with certainty to 
the first author. This Robert in all probabihty built the bridge 
at this place, which gave name first to the hamlet and then 
to the abbey : for, although some authorities contend that the 
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name is properly " Rotherbridge," yet the Latin of the early 
charters and of the convent xsl ^ — " de Ponte Boberti " — 



C<mnta Sal «f Bobertibrldge Alibei. 

de Fonte Boberti i" 
•nl, "Heo p 
Hatre Ptwtla 

wen all dedioated to the Tiigin Muy. 
u Abbatit at OooT«ntiu 
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seems decisive against this opinion, which indeed is scarcely 
tenable on other grounds. Unless a river be crossed by one 
bridge only, there is nothing distinctive in a name derived 
from the stream itself. London-bridge and Westminster- 
bridge are intelligible terms ; but Hiames-bridge would be 
a vague designation, applicable with equal propriety to either, 
or to any other bridge over that renowned river. Sir William 
Burrell/ while admitting " Robertsbridge " to be the oldest 
form of the name extant, still inclines to think that the original 
was " Rotherbridge :" — ^not indeed from the river, which in 
the Sawon Chronicle is called " Limene," but from the cattle 
that passed over it, viz., oxen, cows, steers, and heifers, which 
were anciently called Rother beasts.' 

He quotes however a passage from Guil. Pictaviensis (in 
his Geata GuiUielmi Duds, p. 199), as possibly relating to 
a person who gave name to the bridge and hamlet. It is 
to the effect, that while Duke William lay at Hastings, he 
received a message from a man of good substance, who was 
settled in those parts, but by birth a Norman,^ Bobert, son 
of a noble woman named Guimare, and the duke's kinsman, 
warning him to be upon his guard, and not rashly encounter 
Harold and his numerous forces, but rather to remain for a 
time within his entrenchments. 

The hamlet of Robertsbridge lies in the parish of Sale- 
hurst, where several small streams uniting flow on towards 
the beautiful ruins of Bodiham Castle, about four miles below. 
Formerly, this river had its outlet between Lydd and Romney, 
until the great storm in 1287, mentioned by Camden, which 
drove the sea over the marshes of that district and caused a 
vast destruction both of life and property, altogether diverted 
the latter part of its course, stopping up its old mouth and 
forcing it to find a new and more direct passage into the sea 
at Rye. 

A little to the east of the hamlet, about a stone's cast from 
the south bank of the river, stand the remains of our venera- 
ble abbey, whose situation must originally have resembled 
that of another Cistercian house, the Abbey of Stoneley, in 

> Add. MSS. 6344, fbls. 629 and 747. ^ ''Fmiiim illorom xnq[uilmii8, natioiie 

' SuiMex Arch, CoUeetiom, VII, 225, Normannas." 

».2a. 
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Warwickshire, which Sir William Dugdale describes as se- 
lected by the monks because it was remote from public roads, 
with a thick wood on the north, and almost environed by a 
river.* After the common fate of such buildings, it is now 
converted into a farm-house, having the crypt nearly perfect. 



but little else of which the form or use can clearly be dis- 
cerned. Great part of the old structure has been destroyed 
from the foundation ; a small portion of broken walls, belong- 
ing to the chapel and unapplied to any modem purpose, 
still totters to its fall ; whilst an adjoining fragment, which 
displays some remains of the cloister arches, is converted into 
an oast-house ; but such a disconnection of parts prevails as 
to render it difficult, if not impossible, to form any precise 
notion of what the house was in the days of its prosperity. 
Of these last-mentioned portions a sufficient impression may 
be conveyed by the accompanying sketch, which I owe to 
my friend, J. S. Raven, Esq., of St. Leonard's-on-Sea. The 
sparrow, who has asserted from the days of David an heredi- 
tary claim for shelter in sacred edifices, has found, it will be 
seen, a place where she may lay her young in the conical 

• Hirt. of W«nTick»hi™, p. 176. 
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thatched roof, so picturesque, albeit so incongruously united 
with the broken relics of Gothic architecture. 



Smtti-EHt Jitw ot Sobotdiri^ Abbcj. 

Views of the exterior (p. 148) of the chapel and of the refec- 
toiy (p. 1 64). after drawings by Grimm taken in 1 783,e3thibiting 
much more of the buildings than now exists, have been kindly 
contributed by Mrs. Blaauw ; while for original drawings of 
the interior of the chapel as it now appears (p. 153), of two 
bosses which formerly ornamented the chapel roof (pp. 141, 
176), of the arches oi the crypt (p. 145), of a recess in the re- 
fectory (p. 166), and an armorial tile (p. 173), I am indebted 
to the obliging courtesy of Mrs. Wrencn : these will be found 
dispersed through my essay. Dr. Wrench has also favoured 
me with a very exact ground-plan, showing accurately the re- 
lative position and distances of such parts of the buildings as 
are still left, with certain dotted foundations ; anything further 
would be mere conjecture. A fragment of carved stone, once 
forming apparently the central capital from which two noble 
arches sprang, now laid on its side, discharges the inglorious 
office of a flower-pot in the farm-house garden. 
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OrooBd-PliB of Bobertebridge Abbey. 

The original endowment consisted of all the lands, tene- 
mentSy men, and services, which the founder held of Gef&ey 
de St. Martin and his heirs in the rape of Hastings. To these 
were soon added other lands and manors, given by various 
benefactors or purchased by the monks themselves, in the 
neighbouring parishes of "Pette,'' "Gestal'* (Guestling), 
" Heikelshom,' Playdon, and Iden. One of the earliest bene- 
factors was Alicia Countess of Eu (Augi), daughter of Adeliza, 
Queen of Henry I, who, after the death of that monarch, 
married, secondly, William de Albini, thereby conveying to 
him the earldom of Arundel, which had been settled upon 
her in dower.^ Alicia, the offspring of this union, became 
the wife of John Count of Eu, in Normandy ; and, being left 
a viddow, was married again to Alured de St. Martin, the 
founder of our abbey : this explains the interest she took in 
its welfare. This lady, for the soul's health of her father and 
mother, her deceased first husband, her brother and sisters, 
gave to the abbey Sneling of Snergate (Snargate in Kent) 

' OBrtwrighti Rape of Anuidel^ pp. 117-18. 
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and his &mi1y, with his tenement of Snergate and its appurte- 
nances, which formed part of her free dowry,' and was there- 
fore at her disposal ; with other lands belonging to her, for 
the maintenance of hospitality. Among the witnesses to this 
deed of gift are Henry Earl of Eu (her son), Robert his brother, 
Alured de St. Martin (her husband), Sanson of Gestling, and 
Stephen de St. Martin. 

This Henry Earl of Eu gave to the monastery Werth 
(Wcrtham), with the valley (Combam) adjoining to bis forest 
of Brightling (Bristhnga), elsewhere described as " Cum- 
denne ;"* and confirms an agreement respecting these lands 
made between the monks and Ringer of Northiam {JUn^e- 
riuiii de Nordid). By another charter he concedes, as an 
hereditary possession, the whole feo£f of Fodilande, wbioh the 



Eitcrioi cl Clupel, Bobntibndge. 

monks had purchased of Reginald de Meinys and Matilda his 
wife, and of_ Ingeran de Fressenville. In the MonatHcon, 
" Fudlandes " are said to be in Selsecombe and Ewhurst : I 
find them subsequently stated to contain together 244 acres. 
It appears incidentally from another document, that the earl 
added to these gifts a prebend io the Church of St. Mary, of 
Hastings. In consequence of this beneficence, which was 

I ZP" ^^"^ "Miigio moo." contained (eUr. l J). 1680) thoat thirty- 

' There are in Bnghtling two f«rm«, two acres of wood; it BtiU retaini the 

now called Great and Little Worge— an- name of Coombden. 

cientl; Upper and NetberWerthe. Combe 
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the more acceptable because their " abbey was built in a 
sterile place" — which, by the way, seems a common complaint 
on the part of the " religious" — the brethren, with Dionysius 
their abbot, by a formal deed, concede to him, as well in life 
as in death, all the benefits of their prayers, and full participa- 
tion in all their services by which he could be profited, either 
here or in purgatory hereafter, and farther engage that the 
illustrious countess, his mother, " the foundress of their abbey," 
should also participate in all their orisons and services for ever. 

John Earl of Eu, another son of Alicia, confirms them 
{circ. A.D. 1195) in quiet possession of all grants made to 
them by his predecessors, and other estates previously acquired 
in his barony by gift or purchase ; among which are mentioned 
tenements in Pett, Setelscumbe, " Farlega" (Fairlight), Kattes- 
feld, Bromhelle, and Dallington. Among the witnesses to this 
charter is '' Amfredus (Humphrey) de Dene," another member 
of the family noticed in the Sussew Arch, Collections^ III, 22, 
as being connected with West Dean and Icklesham. 

One of these parishes, Bromhill, anciently of considerable 
population, has almost ceased to exist, from damages sustained 
by repeated inroads of the sea. It was situated between Rye 
and Lydd, partly in Kent and partly in Sussex, the church being 
in the latter county ; and contained several portions of marsh- 
land belonging to our monastery ; but the great storm of 1287 
submerged its lands, sweeping away both men and cattle, and 
destroying its church, of which the site is at present marked 
by a heap of boulders and a few fragments of cut stone. 
What remains in Sussex of this unfortunate parish consists 
only of a small quantity of pasture land, and the whole popu- 
lation is reduced to about eighty. 

This John dying without issue, his niece Alicia, daughter 
and heir of Earl Henry, and wife of Ralph de Yssodun, or 
Osyndon,^ became Countess of Eu. In 1216, Ralph granted 
the monks a deed of confirmation, in which Alured de St. 
Martino is caUed the founder. From this deed it appears 
that the land at Farlega was bought of Thomas de St. Leger ; 
that at Seddlescombe, of Gilbert, son of Genceline ; and that 
Werth, Combe, Ruwindene, (also belonging to the monastery, 

' The manor of " Osynden " was in other donnos Wing in the pariflhes of Bol- 

Kent, and comprehended a good deal of venden, Hawkhurst, and Stone in the 

property in the '^denne*' of Osynden, in lale of Oxney. 
the parish of Sandhurst, and in Tarioua 
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and otherwise spelt Bowenden or Rondean), were all in the 
parish of Brightling.^^ 

Another deed of the same Ralph assigns them free pasturage 
in his forest of Werth for their bullocks, sheep, and hogs. 
The seal is a mounted knight, sword in hand — ^the common 
device of all seals till about a.d. 1218, — ^with the legend 
SIGILL. RADULFI DE ISSONDUN COMITIS D^EO. 
Reverse, the arms — a shield, barry of five. 

After the death of her husband, this second Countess 
Alicia (a.d. 1226) gave to the abbey the right of pasturage in 
her forest of Burgherse (Burwash) for 20 oxen, as many cows 
with their calves, and mares with their foals. By a second 
deed in 1241, she added the mill of Winham with the mill- 
pond and all things appertaming thereunto : this seems to 
have been in Brightling.'^ 

Other members of the founder's family were also bene- 
factors : William de St. Martin, who gave lands and rents ; 
Walter — ^who speaks of himself as the son of GefGrey, 
who parted with his feoff of " Walilond ''^ to Alured, in ex- 
change for certain lands in Normandy — confirms Alured's 
grant of it to the monks ; and Roger gives his confirmation 
to an agreement which they had made with one Randulph de 
Ethend. 

The family of St. Leodegarius, who were settled at Fairlight 
and Dallington, held under the Countess Alicia three knights' 
fees and a half, and had a charter of free warren. Thomas 
and Geffirey St. Jjeger appear in the list of benefactors : the 
former giving '' all his pasture of Farleghe which he held in 
his possession on the day in which the monastery was finished, 
A.D. 1176," for a quit-rent of half a mark of silver ; the latter, 
grandson of Thomas, all his marsh-land in the feoff of Soker- 
nesse in the bog below Rye {in mora subter Itiam), lying 
between the land of Robert de Crevequer^^ and Winchelse, 



^ ^nnden contained (a.d. 1580) 79 
acres of wood and 6 of pastare. " Bonn- 
den wood" still exuts in Brightling, on 
the confines of Burwash. 

" Vide Monastioon, Ko. 10. 

^ This appears afterwards as ''Walland 
M erse," in the parish of iTjchnrdh. 

^ TiuB was the grandson of Bohert de 
Crevequer, a beneuctor of Lewes Prioi^, 
▲.I). 1119. His son Hamon, joining in 



the rebellion against John towards the 
end of that kin^s ragn, incuired the for- 
ieiture of his estates ; but, being afler> 
wards restored to fiivour, he married 
ICaude^ daughter of William de Abrineis 
for de Ayerenches, in Kormandy) — a 
family to be mentioned hereafter in con- 
nection with this abbey. (See Dugdale'a 
Baronage^ i, 691.) 
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and between the great flete^* {fietum) which reaches as far as 
Rye and the water of Chene. Hendeart, the widow of John 
de St. Leger, and mother of Geffrey, " being moved to please 
the monks of Robertsbridge touching her dowry in the feoff 
of Farleia/' renounces all claim thereto, and resigns it to them 
in peace and without cavil for three marks and a half of silver. 

Socknirsh is still the name of a farm in Brightling. Roger 
de Sokenerse, or Swokenerse, appears as a grantor in two and 
as a witness in five deeds ; William de Sokenerse as witness 
in nine. The former describes himself as son of William de 
St. Leger. Before the adoption of surnames, when individuals 
were designated from their properties or places of residence, 
relationships are sometimes difficult to perceive. Thus Ralph 
de Ickelsham was brother to Robert de Dene,^^ and (as we 
shall presently see) William de Monceux was son of Waleran 
de Herste. The Sokenerses held the manor of Snave under 
the Abbot of St. Augustine, in Canterbury. 

A good husband, one Alan Pollard, sells to the monks a 
piece of land called Legingett for five marks and ttoo golden 
albes for his mfe : the albe being a vestment of fine white 
linen, worn by officiating priests and women of quality, which 
had tight sleeves, and was sometimes embroidered with gold, 
or otherwise decorated. 

Another Sussex family of note, the Lunsfords, who derived 
their name from a property so called in the parish of Eching- 
ham, have their signatures added as witnesses to no fewer 
than twenty-nine of these deeds ; and they make many con- 
cessions to the abbot and monks. Hugo gives one acre of 
his meadow at Lundresford, at the dedication of their church 
and towards its endowment, near the fountain in the said 
meadow and on its south side. Matilda, his daughter and 
heir, in her widowhood, grants another acre lying north of the 
pool and alder-bed adjacent to the acre given by her father, 
with right of way through the land called Postemeham, near 
" the guildhouse of Lundresford." By another deed she adds 
a tenement in Henherst, near the forest of the Earl of Eu, over 
against Blakebroc,^^ for a quit-rent of 6</., to be " paid yearly 

" Fifiei is the name still giTen, itt the ^ Suuex Arch, Collections, III, 22. 
Isle of Sheppy and elsewhere, to extensive " This Bhckbrook was in Brightling. 
pieces of shallow braclush water near the Land of the same name was also in West- 
sea, field, of which certain brookland, called 
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at the abbey-gate on Michaelmas day." John de Lunsford 
guarantees the above two acres of meadow given by his uncle 
Hugh and cousin Matilda ; and gives two acres and a quarter 
adjoining. Lastly, Adelia, formerly wife of Richard, son of 
Hugo de Lunsford, resigns in perpetuity all her tenement of 
Holbem,^'' reserving to herself a life interest. 

Several deeds relate to the manor of Possingworth, in 
Waldron, by one of which it is conveyed by John, son of 
Lawrence de " Possjmgewerse," the last owner of the family 
named after the estate, to Sir William Harengaud^® and 
Margery his wife; by whom it is afterwards given to their 
daughter Margery and her heirs, with remainder to Alicia 
(another daughter) and her heirs. Margery afterwards (a.d. 
1333, 6 Edw. Ill) conveys it to Wm. Stam3mden of Lamber- 
herst, and Roger Laket of Blechynton, near SefTord ; which 
conveyance was confirmed by Thomas, son and heir of Sir 
John Harengaud. In 1334, Stamynden surrendered to Laket 
all right and title to the estate ; and in 1336, Laket assigned 
it to the Abbey of Robertsbridge, together with a rent of 
iv shillings and v pence farthing, which John de Maryham paid 
for another tenement in Waldron, called " Atte Watere."^® 

The name of Walilond appears in twenty-six deeds relating 
to small pieces of property made over to the monastery; and 
Ralph de Hechindenne confirms to the monks the possession 
of Cnoke in Oxenelle, of Wokele, Fuggelbroc, and Ydenne, 
with certain lands which " Gilbertus Cinerarius"^ held in his 
lordship. 

Several members of the Hertsmonceux family appear as 
principals or witnesses in these documents. In one of them, 
Idonia de Herste gives a formal acknowledgment that she 
had received from Alured de St. Martin " all her rent for 
Promhelle (Bromhill) — to wit 6rf. Stirling, which Alured used 
to pay her annually — ^for xiij years together, reckoning from 



cc 



Kyrbyes,** was sometime pared. Hen- 
hurat, from its proximi^, must have been 
either in Brightling or BurwMh ; thouffh 
the Den so (idled was in Staplehurst, the 
ancient seat of a family named firom it, 
who had also another estate in Wood- 
church. 

^ Yeomen of this name, otherwise Hoi- 
ben and Holbome, liyed in Wilmington 



early in the seventeenth century ; at pro- 
sent it is unknown. 

^ The Heringands were connected with 
the family of de Dene, and succeeded to 
their propeHr ; they were setUed at West 
Dean ana Icilesham. 

^ Possingworth now belongs to Morgan 
Thomas, Esq. 

^ The Latinised form of the name 
"Aflhbumer." 
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the first fesst of St. Michael after the coronation of King 
Richard." A* Richard I was crowned Sept, 3, 1189, the 
date of this acquittance must have been a.d. 1202. This 
tenement of Fromhelle, with its villains, rents, aod appurte- 
nances, she, about the same time, conferred upon our abbot 
and convent, as appears from the original charter in the 
British Museum, for the same quit-rent of sixpence; and we 
have here a confirmation of his mother's grant by her son, 
William de Herste, with a stipulation that " for this grant and 
confirmation the sud monks should concede to him a common 
beneficial interest in the house, and a participation in all the 
prayers which they should make in their house for ever." 



latcrioi of Clupel, BoboUbridga. 

The grant is again confirmed by his son, William de Monceux, 
about the time when one of the two, probably in consequence 
of some intermarriage between the families of Herst and 
Monceux, gave to their seat the compound name of Herstmon- 
ceux, which it has ever since retained. 

Walter de Scotni, one of a family residing at Scotney Castle, 
in the parish of Lamberhurst, confirms in two deeds certain 
lands'^ in his feofi^ bought by the monks of Gilbert, the son of 
Gencflline, and of Reginald de Mainers and Matilda his wife ; 

" ProbabljinlfddorBroiQhilliWhere B1etelmigOoart,iwinpri«ing[«rtiOf both 
the SootDBTi had • muor, now called those panihei. 

VIII. 20 
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vhich confirmation is repeated by Peter de Scotni almost in 
the same words. This Walter was accused df giving poison 
to Richard Earl of Gloucester, and his brother, William de 
Clare, from the effects of which William died : being tried 
and found guilty upon this accusation, he was executed at 
Winchester a.d. 1259.^ 

Robert de Clotingeham^ assigns a rent of two shillings 
paid by William the Collier (le Coliere) for a tenement caUed 
Curtinghope, in which we may perhaps see the source from 
whence the highly-respected Sussex family of Courthope have 
derived their name. 

The Alards of Winchelsea, an opulent family whose beau- 
tiful monuments in the church of St. Thomas were viewed 
with so much admiration at the anniversary meeting of the 
Sussex Archaeological Society in the summer of 1854, occur 
in these dociunents. James, son and heir of Gervase Alard^ 
(a.d. 1339), appoints Robert Marchant, of Rye, his attorney 
for putting the abbot and convent of Robertsbridge into seizin 
of certain land, agreeably to a charter in their possession ; and 
John, Abbot of Robertsbridge, &c., grants to Robert Alard, 
son of Robert Alard, of Wynchelse, a lease of this land dated 
" from our Abbey of Robertsbridge on the day of the blessed 
Martyr Wangcliffe".^ in the xiv year of the reign of Edward III 
(1341) ; Thomas atte Nassa, the mayor of Rye, Robert Mar- 
chant, and six others being witnesses. 

We have also a lease to Gefl&rey Cade for forty years of a 
tenement belonging to the abbot and convent in the town of 
Rye, with a quay (caya) attached to it, at an annual rent of 
X shillings ; Geffrey engaging to keep the tenement in good 
repair, and '' the religious '^'to do the same to the quay, and 
to defend him against all charges that might be made against 
him by the people of the town. 

Renger de Watlingetune gives the monks seven perches of 
land in width and twelve in length, to enlarge their vineyard 



^ See Matt. Westm., pp. 280 and 282 ; 
also Duf dale's Baronage, p. 676. 

' A Sir Robert de Clotinffham was a 
bene&ctor to the Knights Templars at 
some time antecedent to the year 1434. 

" The Alards held the manor of Snar- 
gate : this Gkrvase Alard was "Admiral of 



the Western Seas,'* 34Bdw. I (a.d. 1306). 
^ There is manifestly some error in the 
transcript of this name, as there is no sudi 
Saint found in any calendar, and there is 
no opportunity now to refer to the ori- 
ginal MS. St. Wenceilami^ day was the 
28th September. 
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at Fadilande (in Ewhurst) and make an cater ditch thereto. 
Petronella Te^A releases to them a field called Fairfeld,^ in 
the village of Robertsbridge. 

It appears from a confirmatory charter of Edward III, that 
Cecilia de Albrincis in her widowhood, with the consent of 
her son William, assigned to our abbey her capital messuage 
and manor of Sutton, near Seaford, though the deed and con- 
veyance is not in the Sidney Collection. There is however 
one wherein this William de Averanchis (as his name is spelt 
on the seal) gives other lands to one Lacford {Aod. Latchford) 
at the same Sutton, for the yearly rent of j lb. of cumin, and 
l-20th part of a knight's fee. This nobleman, being involved 
in the disputes between King John and his barons, was im- 
prisoned, and only obtained his liberty by selling some of his 
property.^ An original deed of William de Averanchis, con- 
firming his mother's grant to the monks — and adding to it 
^'Dennam que vocatur *omble"' (Low Dean?) — is in the 
British Museum,^ to which several names of note are attached 
in witness, as William Earl of Warren, William Earl of 
Sussex, Gilbert de Aquila, Simon of Echingham and William 
his brother, William de Munceaus, Richard de Cumbe, Walter 
de Dene, and others. 

It would seem that the abbey property at Sutton was in 
some danger of forfeiture from this baron's proceedings ; for 
early in the next reign (1221) the monks were confirmed in 
their possession of the manor and its appurtenances by Henry 
the Third.» 

The above are some of the most remarkable among the 
title-deeds discovered at Penshurst. 

In the collection of charters, relating to many different 
individuals and monastic bodies, presented to the British 
Museum by Lord Frederick Campbell, are seventy-nine which 
relate to Robertsbridge, chiefly conveyances of property in 



* In a MS. rental (eire, A.D. 1580), 
this entry ooeurs: "The proffytt of the 
fB^jre holden in two seTeraU ffeldes, called 
the ffayrefeldett jearlj, at the ffeaste of 
the Hollywood (Holj Oom, Sept. 14), 
commanibas annis, ys worthe p' snti^ 



••^ ***A. ft 



V Dogd. Baronage, i, 467. 

» Lord F. GampbeU*B M8S., iv. 2.~ 



A letter from the vendors, earnestly ask- 
ing the three first of these personages to 
be witnesses to their deeds of conveyunoe, 
may be seen in the Susiex Arch, Colleo" 
Hon», VI, 111. 

^ The expression "Sutton jaxta Se- 
fordiam" proves that this was not Sutton 
in the rape of Arundel, as supposed by 
Gartwright, p. 246. 



' 
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*' Fromehill/' One of them (xxii, 6) gives the consent and 
ratification of Henry Earl of Eu and Alored de St. Martin to 
a composition between the Prior of Christ's Church, Canter- 
bury, and the Abbot of Robertsbridge, about a piece of marsh- 
land between the embankment (Wallam) belongmg to the 
monks and Oxney (Oxeneiam) : it has the seals of the earl 
and our founder^ annexed to it, and in tolerable preservation. 




ronndtr'i BetL 



Another is a grant by Mariota, relict of John Reynald, of 
Wynchelse, of her right (by reason of dower) in four semes 
(quarters) of wheat and one of oats, arising annually out of a 
mill at " PromhuUe," a.d. 1835 (8 Edward III). 

Some of the impressions of seals in this collection are 
remarkably well defined and beautiful ; particularly that of 
Ydonea de Herste — a full-length female figure with hanging 
sleeves, having a bird in her left hand, and in her right the 
device i 

X 

In later documents 1 find mention of " Blackstocke," in 
Hellingly, a farm belonging to the monastery, and rented 
(9 Eliz.) at £3. 6*. 8d. by Thomas Taylour : it is now the 
property of the Earl of Chichester, and bears the same name. 
There occur also several names indicative of former monastic 
tenure, — as " Conventlands " at Holmysherst, in Burwash ; 

10 Obligingly oopied for me by Mr. Ade, of Milton Court. 
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^'ffiyer Lande/' in the parishes of Orlastone, Snave^ and 
Ivychurch, in '* Rompneymershe ;" and " Abbotabroke/' in 
SaJehurst. The manor of Maplesden, in the parish of "Benyn* 
den '' and den of Maplesden, was also part of their possessions 
— with a family of that name among the copyholders ; and 
likewise the manor of Lamberhurst. 

This abbey appears to have had its full share of litigation 
arising out of disputed rights and dubious claims, there being 
among the Fenshurst MSS. many compromises and legsd 
decisions for the settlement of such disputes. 

In one case (a.d. 1273) the convent comes off with great 
triumph, for their opponent is reduced to make the following 
abject submission : — '^To all the faithful in Christ, &c. You 
will understand that I, William Godfrey (Oodefridus), raised 
a very unjust suit against the Abbot and Convent of Roberts- 
bridge concerning a right of way to a certain marsh in the 
parish of Stane.^^ Moved at length with compunction for my 
offence and my very grievous crime, I have withdrawn the 
action, acknowledging for myself and my heirs that 1 had no 
just ground for it ; and, whUe touching the sacred scriptures, 
1 have sworn that never by me or any one appointed by me, 
nor by any counsel or help of mine, shaU any controversy be 
again raised on this subject/' Generally, however, these 
contests ended in an agreement that one party should hold 
the lands or tenements in question, subject to such a payment 
as was considered to be a fair equivalent for the right possessed 
in them by the other. 

One of the most lengthy suits mentioned was carried on 
for eight years with the abbey by Herbert de Burgherse 
(Burwash), and afterwards by his son Reginald, about 100 
acres of land in Burwash; beginning in 34 Hen. Ill (a.d. 1250), 
it was not finished till the parties met before the Queen at 
Westminster, and a compromise was made ; " and thus peace 
was established in the presence of our Lady the Queen on the 
morning following Advent Sunday, and in the 42d year of 
the reign of King Henry .^ 

" stone, in the hundred of Oxney, a ^ear to Walter Osborne. — ^Hasted'sfm^, 
Kent. Probably the same marsh was toe iii, 640. 
■ubjeot of the agreement just mentioned _ ^ '*InpresentiadomineBegine.*' Queen 



as ratified by the Earl of Eu and Alured Eleanor had the custody of the Gbeat Seal 
St. Martin. This nuLrsh was let by the in 1268-4, durins the king's absence in 
abbot and oonrent (26 Hen. YIIS) for £8 Gasoony, being the only female to whom 
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In 1827, the abbot brought his action against Ralph d6 
Camoys, for seizing and carrying off, at a place called " Sabine- 
land/ in the parish of Chiddmglegh,^ three heifers — ^wliich 
the defendant alleged were justly distrained upon for homage 
due to him from the abbot, but not rendered. This Rape of 
the Sabines was tried " at the court held at the Castle-gate of 
Pevense/' but was not decided till ten years later ; when lit 
the same court, and at the command of Robert de Sassi, 
constable of the said castle— sitting and administering justice 
in his gate like the judges of old time — ^it was decreed that 
the abbot should hold of the said Ralph his messuage and 
land by feoffment and suit at the Court of " Foxhunte,^ d^ 
tribus septimanis in tres septimanas"^ but by no other service 
or payment as claimed. This being agreed to by the said 
Ralph and his attorney, it was then farther decreed that 
Ralph should reimburse the abbot for the injury done him, 
besides paying all the costs of the suit. 

Sometimes it would look as if the abbot were the aggressor, 
for in the Hayley Papers^ is preserved a presentment of 
John Godewyn, abbot (circ. a.d. 1 507), William Brykenden, 
William Austen, William Pypesden, monks of Robertsbridge, 
and five yeomen of the same place,^'' charging them with 
having gathered together ^ divers malefactors and disturbers 



it was ever officially entroBted. The Lady 
Keeper presided personally as judge in the 
Aula Begia, though (according to Lord 
OampbelQ no record of her jucucial deci- 
sions is known to exist. The date of this 
docnment seems to show that she occa- 
sionally took part in the administration 
of jostice after her resignation of the 
«CiaTisBegnL»' 

** I cannot find any traces of ** Sabine- 
land." The convent nad in Waldron and 
Chiddingly, two fiEmns, called East and 
West Dente, a name of woodland origin ; 
for our Saxon ancestors called ** Deome" 
or ''Deme" places frequented by the wild 
denizens of the forest, *'Deor^* being their 
word for acreature/tfr^Bno^wra; whence 
our **deer." As such creatures prefer 
lonely and retired spots, ** deme" came in 
Old English to signify " occultus,*' ** se- 
cretus." («/fH». Mym, Ma^,) Wcddeme 
itself plainly derives its name from the 
same sonroe, and is even now wild and 



silvan in its aspect beyond most placet in 
the neighbourhood. "Kiteneste," the 
appellation of another small portion of 
lands, savours in like manner of the 
forest. 

M xhe small manor of Foxhunt is in 
the parish of Waldron. 

** This seems to be the technical ex- 
pression for the customary service due 
m>m the villain to his lord of attendanco 
at his court held every three weeks, for 
the purposes of justice. 

" Add. MSS. 6351, f. 75. 

^ The names of these champions of the 
church, who mav perhaps have descend- 
ants living at Bobcnrtsbridge^ were Thomas 
Mesthall, John €K>odgroom, Woodward 
Sharpe, John Motes, and Bobert Tayler. 

^ " Aggregatis illis quampluribus male- 
iactoribus et pads dni Regis perturba' 
toribus riottose modo guerrino arraiaque, 
videlicet gladiis baculis cnltellis et aliis 
armis,*' &c. &c. 
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of the king's peace, and riotously and in wariike manner and 
array, to wit, with swords, staves, knives, and other arms, 
forcibly entered the house of one Godard Oxenbrigge,^ at 
Northbridge, in the parish of Salehurst, on the 6th day of 
August, in the 13th year of the king's reign (Henry VII or 
Henry VIII, I think the former) and then and there dug and 
obstructed the course of a rivulet called Lyme, and given it 
another direction. 

In these acts of violence, however, the abbot was outdone 
by his neighbouTB, both lay and clerical, whose oppressions 
had been earned so far as to render an early appeal to Pope 
Honorius III necessary for his protection. The papal decree 
issued in consequence is dated at Viterbo, in the fourth year 
of his pontificate (a.o. 1220, or 4 Henry III), and addressed 
to the dignitaries of the English Church. This decree is 
recited in two of the Penshurst MSS. ; and one instance is 
recorded in which it was put in force. The Abbot of Lesnes*^ 
and the Prior of Rochester, acting under the pope's mandate, 
called before them a laick, William de Pertlington, in 1228, 
and " having summoned a jury of prudent men,'' condemned 
him in the parish church of Derteford to pay the monks x marks 
damages, with l shillings expenses, and xl shillings for their 
loss of time. 

It might perhaps be owing rather to internal dishonesty 
than to external violence, but, if we may judge firom one 
instance upon record, the abbey books shared the fate of the 
abbey lands ; at the same time, this instance curiously shows 
how well the monks had attained their object of secluding 
themselves and their house from the observation of the world. 
In the Bodleian Library may still be seen a MS. volume bear- 
ing this inscription : — " This book belongs to St. Mary of 
Robertsbridge : whosoever shall steal it, or sell it, or in any way 

* There is a lannhoaBe still] called founded by Bichard de Laoj, ▲.!>. 1178, 

Oxenbridge, in the parish of Iden, which and belonsed to the Anstm Canons. It 

gave name to this family, whose' principal was one of the minor houses ^pranted to 

residence was at Brede^ where some of Wolser, 17 Hen. YIII} and its estates 

their monuments remain. — Horsfield, i, now form part of the endowment of 

pp. 604 and 515. St. Bartholomew's Hospital, Smithfield* 

^ The abbey of Westwood in Lesnes, Montut, yi, 466. 
in the parish of BriUi, near Dartford, was 



160 



NOTICES OF THS ABBBT OF ROBSRTSBRIDOE. 



alienate it from this house, or mutilate it, let him be anathema 
maranatha/' A subsequent possessor {circ. 1827), alarmed at 
this formidable curse, relieves his conscience by inserting as 
follows : — " I, John, Bishop of Exeter, know not where the 
aforeaaid house is^ nor did I steal this book, but acquired it 
in a lawful way."^ 

That our abbey did not escape the common exaction of 
forced loans, we have certain evidence. In 1S15 (8 Edw. II) 
it appears in Rymer^ as one of a long list of religious houses 
from which various sums were required to aid the king in a 
war with Scotland — Robertsbridge having to furnish £40. 
During the reign of Henry IV (a.d. 1899-1413), a similar 
demand was made, as we gather from a supplicatory letter 
written by the abbot to the king's council, in answer to one 
which he had received from Simon Blakeboume, Serjeaut-at-^ 
Arms, conveying the king's commands.'^ The sum demanded 
is not mentioned ; but the abbot strenuously pleads extreme 
poverty on behalf of himself and his brethren,^ which rendered 
them utterly unable out of their own resources to satisfy the 
royal demands. He promises however to do his best to raise 
the money among his foreign friends, so far as his credit could 
go,^ and transmit it for the king's use. 

A royal pardon of 14 Henry VI (July 17, 1486) acquits 
the abbot not only of all infringements of the statute law of 
which an upright man might unintentionally be guilty, but of 
other gross crimes which we cannot suppose that he had 
committed, but which were then, I presume, included as 
words of course in instruments of this nature. " All kinds of 
robberies, murders, rapes of women, rebellions, insurrections, 
felonies, conspiracies," &c., are among the offences condoned, 



« Hut]and*0 Ibrk Ages, p. 27a Mr. 
Bkaaw has already mtroduoed this anec- 
dote to the notioe of Sussex ArohsBolo- 
pistsi bat I cannot refrain from mention- 
ing it here in connection with our ** tena 
incognita." 

<> FflBdera, iii, 618. 

^ This is a P&per document, No. 3S7l, 
in the Chapter House, communicated by 
Mr. Blaauw. It is without date of year; 
but, as Blackburn's name occurs in 
other dated documents of similar charac- 



ter in the reign of Henry TV, it must haye 
been written during tne period above 
assigned. 

^ He speaks of them as ^'anentis, 
arreres, et mipoyeris," *' par les grants et 
importables costages *' they had been pnt 
to. 

^ '*Selonc le poairdemoncA^ty jom».** 
For this word see Jacob inrerb. and 
8uu69 Arch. CoUeetiom^ YII, p. 66^ 
n.2. 
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" provided they were committed prior to September 2, in the 
tenth year " of this king's reign. 

.Several licenses occur, granted (probably with more reason) 
by Edw. II in 1309, and by Edward III in 1332, for infrac- 
tions of the law of mortmain, and authorising the convent to 
acquire lands and tenements to the value of £100 a year, in 
consideration of the great losses it had sustained by inunda- 
tions of the sea in the marsh-lands of Rie, Wynchelse, and 
Bromhill ; and specially allowing them to become possessed, 
through the gift of WOliam de Echingham,^ of the churches 
of Salherst, Odymere, and Mundefeld, then valued at fifty 
marks annually, in part satisfaction of the £100 land and rents 
above allowed. 

These churches, with two carucates of land called Badilond 
in Yweherste, were attached to the prebend of Salehurst in 
the collegiate church of St. Mary at Hastings, founded by 
Henry Earl of Eu, in the reign of Henry the First. The col- 
lege consisted of a dean or warden, and several secular canons. 
Being at first in the patronage of the Earls of Eu, it fell into 
the king's hands with the barony of Hastings, and was thence- 
forth considered as a royal free chapel, in which the canons 
were appointed by the crown. Sir William of Echingham's 
grant occasioned at first some collision of interests between 
the abbot and the prebendary for the time being ; and one 
Vincentius, who appears to have held the stall of Salehurst, 
formally agrees to relinquish his claim to the lands " called 
Badilond in Yweherste," which formed the body of his 
prebend, upon certain conditions. To remove difficulties, 
several royal mandates of Edward II and Edward III were 
issued, and covenants were made between the college and 
the abbot. 

At chapters held by Walter de Lindregges in 1337, and 
afterwards by John Wade (in 1344), his successor in the 
wardenship, these mandates were read and acquiesced in ; 

^ ThiB man's Bon and heir, Simon de name (^Mip. Hen. Ill), but had sinoe 

Echingham, granted to the monks of been in dispute (see Dugd. Barona^ ii, 

Bobertsbridge all that watercourse be- 60) ; and also the fishery (piscariam) 

tween his fee of Salehurst and Ocham, which they held of the heirs of Bobert 

and a property which had been granted de Buendcn at the yearly rent of three 

to them by an ancestor of his of the same pence. (Hayley Collections, f. 74.) 

VIII. 21 



162 NOTICES OF THE ABBEY OF R0BERT8BRID0E. 

and it was finally resolved that the Abbot of Robertsbridge 
and his successors should have, as the king required, a stall as 
canon in the choir of their church, and a place in their chapter, 
in virtue of his prebend of Salehurst. At the same time, pro- 
vision was made for the payment of vicars for the several 
churches annexed to the prebends, out of a common fund 
appropriated for that purpose. It is not without interest to 
know that Tkomas a Beckett was once dean or warden of this 
college at Hastings. The chapel appears to have stood within 
the precincts of the castle, where some small remains of it may 
yet be seen. 

Notwithstanding its early losses, the revenue of our monas- 
tery was not inconsiderable. Pope Nicholas' Taxation (a.d. 
1291) shows it to have then been estimated at £109. 4«. 2d,; 
and four years before it was surrendered to the king (30 
Hen. VIII), it was found to be £272. 9*. 

In the interim we have, among the documents preserved at 
Fenshurst, a complete account of receipts and expenditure for 
the year ending 26th March 1418 (5 & 6 Hen. V), as rendered 
in quarterly periods by John Othewy (Ottaway), the convent 
bursar. From this we find that the actual receipts for that 
year were £108. ISs. l\d,^ whilst the expenses amounted to 
£122. 10«. 8^^., showing an excess of expenditure above 
income of £18. 16«. %^d. But, as in the preceding year he 
had left a balance in hand of £11. 18«. \\d.^ we must not 
conclude that this unfavourable financial statement conveys a 
JEur impression of the bursar's management. It will be 
observed that the income in 1418, contrary to one's natural 
expectation, falls a little short of what it was in 1291, not- 
withstanding any acquisitions of property in the intervening 
period. This no doubt must be explained by the repeated 
damages sustained by its lands near the seacoast. In the 
estimate for Fope Nicholas' Taxation it may also have hap- 
pened that sufficient allowance was not made for the veuX 
detriment occasioned by the storm of 1287. 

From this statement of accounts I will only give one quar- 
ter's receipts complete, as showing the sources of the con- 
ventual revenue ; and a selection from the expenditure of such 
items as are curious, either as indicating the prices of com- 
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modities in those days, or throwing light upon the habits of 
the times. 

From Christmas-day 1417, to Lady-day 1418, the receipts 
were as follows : — 



Prom Lamberherst (rent of land and mills) 
Woderove*7 
Madresham (in Beckley) 
Werthe (in Biightling). 
Possyngwerthe (in Waldron). 
Odyham .... 
Pother (aliaa Pothermershe, in Beckley) . 
The Park Tannery (Tannaria de Park) . 
Popeshnrst (in Salehurst and Mountfield) 
Wynhamforde (altM Winham, in BrightHng) 
Odymere (Uddimer) .... 
Peplesham (in Bexhill) . 
Mondefeld (Mountfield) 
rent of house-tenants at Woderove 



£ 
6 
2 
1 
1 

1 



9. 


8 
13 
18 
16 

6 



a quarter's rent 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto . 16 
ditto . 14 
ditto . 9 
ditto . 5 
ditto . 1 
do. k 6s, Sd. arrears 1 6 
ditto . 2 
. 8 



Master William the priest,^ for his table between the 
Nativity of our Lord and the end of Easter 



d. 

4 
4 
4 
8 
8 
8 

7 


8 

7i 



16 8 
£21 5 6i 



Besides their rents, certain casual sources of income are 
inserted in these accounts, of which the last item above is an 
instance. Other instances are — 

£ s. d. 
Prom Sir Boger ffenys (Piennes) for ^' quarters of wheat . .114 

„ sale of two horses 1 18 4 

„ the Lady of Bodyham, for the piece of land called fireymed 

(friar's mead) 10 

„ Master peter leverych, rector of Adelborg,*® for one month, 

and lus servants 16 8 

with various other sums for copsewood, timber, pasturage, &c. 
sold to different individuals. For this reason, and because 
some of the rents were paid half-yearly and others quarterly, 
the quarter's income varies considerably in amount. 

^ WoodroreiBiiitheparishof Ebeney, wheat, 10 m. of barley, 2 bnehelB of 

Omey hun^bed : nest to Bobertobrid^ mtutard-eeea, 1200 reeds, and the keeping 

it WBB their most valuable manor. In of three horaes from the feast of Si. Georoe 

26 Heniy YIII, the abbot and convent ^April 28) to that of All Saints (Nov. 1). 

demised this manor ^th its appurte- After the Sidneys, it passed through 

nances and royalties, including the swans varioas hands, till it came to the Loids 

and cygnets on its waters, to Edward Le X>espen6er. 

Godfrey of Apuldore, for thirty years, at ^ These appear to have been sojourners 

a yearly rent of £5. ISt. 4<i., 10 qrs. of at the abbey, who paid for their board. 
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ReTccUrr, BiAertibndgB. 

Among the items of expenditure, the following are some of 
the most remarkable ; — 

£ ». d. 
ProTisioa far the coouDon table and for hospitality, "In companagio 

conventua et hoBpitii" (the regular charge for each quarter) 13 
For clothing of eight monks for the year [this occutb half-yearly, 

in two sums of £2. S(. id. and £2. 12».] . . .504 
Given to the serrant of the Abbot of Stratforde, and to the king's 

valets {vaJettis doinini regis) 3 

For one spectacle, with ij wax-lights (ceris) . . . ,011 
The expenses of Brother "John Ottewy (the bursar) to Wynchelse 7 
The pay of Wm. Byche (Biah P) apparently a labourer, for iij days 10 
Pension paid to the castle of Haatiags (h^-yearly) . .16 8 

For pewter vessells ("pewt wessell") bought of John Beert 11 8 

One horse bought of John Auerly for the abbot . . 1 10 

The abbot's expenses to Chichester and Smalyde ** . 1 8 11 

Given to the poor brethren of Christ (pauperibus Xti) . ,038 
[This charge occurs in eveiy quarter ; in each of the other 

three it is 1*.] 
For ij pipes of wine . , . . , . , .600 
A brief procured for the rector of Warbylton . . .040 

Given to his clerk, the king's messenger, and others . . . 9 10 

To the reapers of the manor 3 3 

Repaid to the snb-cellarer for bacon sold (^'pro bacon veiidito") .0180 
" In rata " of our Lord the Pope, for ij years . . . . 14 4 

htt into the Isle of Ontey. 
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£ 9. d. 

Fourteen yards of "blanckei" bought for ihe abbot. . .116 
Seven yards of " faldyng " bought for ditto . . • .068 
Green doth bought by the Hector of hawkherst . . .110 6 
1 lb. of cinnamon and " galanga " (some kind of Indian spice) .081 
Wm.Sneppe(Snape)forcoveringthe well of the causeway ("caloeti") 6 
For bell-dappers ^ and other iron implements (" plectris et aliis 

ferramentis ") 4 

One bushel of mustard-seed (1 bz de semine Oenapij) .020 

Given to the Bector of Ywhurst 6 8 

A horse bought of John Corsle 1 10 1 

Pay of shepherd (" opilionis") at Tysehurste, with repairs of the 

fold there IB 10 

Mending saddles and bridles, with new stirrups ^^ (stygerophis) .046 
" Sinsia" ^^ bought for my Lord Archbishop and other guests .030 

Given to the Ld. Archbishop's cooks 8 4 

The abbot's expenses to Woderove and Boxley . . .0124 

Mending bam at Madresham 3 4 

Paidoff from the account of John Whiton,^oellarer, anno 3 Hen. V 8 17 8 
Ditto from the account of Wm. Batayle, bursar . . . 1 li 
Ditto ditto of Thos. Stone, sub-cdlarer . .509 

Gilbert hammes' pension (for a half year) . . .068 

Shoes ^ bought for gifts, and for the abbot . 14 6 

For making towells ^ 004 

Paper bought for the audit (p temp' compoti) • .004 

Wine and " sinsia" bought for Shrove-tiae,^ and for guests .067 

Necessaries for my lord Abbot 2 8 

Given to the brethren of Bye, the servants of Sir John Pelham, 

and other visitors 3 10 

Expenses of Henry Wybble (hod. " Whibbley") and Thos. Stokker 

to Wynchelse and Odymer at different times . .032 

Mending messuages at Bokard 2 8 10 

One empty pipe (pipa) bought of Thos. Ketyl . . .020 

Collecting rods and " wythys " 10 

Serge (or coarse cloth) u)r the hall ^'^ 8 

Paid the suboellarerfor the table of Master William the priest .084 
Stipend of Stephen Ion, shepherd at Tysehurste . . . 10 

^ The glossariAl meaning of ''plectrum,*' ** "Solutam de pede compoti," appa- 

viz. a coetspur, hardly oonsists with the rently the balance of an outstanding ac- 

gravity of eodesiastics. I have therefore count, 

prefened to translate it as above. m c« j^ calcelUs emptis ad dona et pro 

" From the Saxon "stigan," to mount, abbate" — probably for "caloeolis," or 

and "rap," a rope. (Ficfe Junius, Etym. "caloeamentis." 

Angl. V. "stuTop." Our Sussex r<^>ef are ^ "In manut'gijs fact" — Manutergium 

conjectured to have derived their name — togUla cum qua tergitur manus. — Vet 

from a rough mode of measuring land by Gloss, 

ropes, as now by chains. ** " Oamiprivium *' — Shrove-Tuesdayt 

■s This delicacy I cannot identify. It the last day on which flesh might be 

is ohaiged also in the next quarter on a eaten— observed as a festival, 

feast-day. It may be a misreading from *' " In sagis emptis pro aula.*' 
a contraction of tervitia^ Mroiiio^ oeer— 
or perhaps it was ginger. 
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Bepairing the milts at LamberhBret 
Gxpeoses of William Corteys to WinchilK 
Paid to our Lord ttie King for Botberlonde 
Givea to Robert Oxenbre^ . 



The figures belonging to the following items are obli- 
terated : — 

Bepaiiine the hotuea of the park tannery .... 

Two toraiea (ij torchis) made foi the abbot's chamber 

A pillion (pilione) bought for the abbot in London . 

For a fine at Sandore (" in comune fine ap"* Sandore") ^ ■ 

For pay of the wldiera at that place 

For guarding the sea-side there (in costodia saper mare ibidem) 

For hire of cows of Thos. pyryman (Perriman P) 

Expenses of Thos. frend to London . , . , . 

HaU a lb. of pepper {piperU). bought for the abbot . 

Expenses of John Stable (Stapley f) to Boxley, and Henry Wybble 

to Woderoya 

Given to the brethren of Aylysforde, a ministrel (ministrall), and 



** Sandon-SuttoD — theancinitsppelU- and ward againat the Inroada of forsign 
tion of thair nuoor near 8«afbrcl, where ioTsdert b; am. 
it apptar* the; contributed to keep watch 
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There is also among these ancient records what purports to 
be a '^ Rental of the abbot and convent of Robertsbridge, re- 
newed in the 49th year of the reign of King Henry VI, and 
of his age, and in the first year of his restoration to his royal 
power." *^^ As Henry was only nine months old when his 
father died, the first year of his reign was also the first of his 
age ; and the date of this document is a.d. 1470, the year in 
which that weak monarch was liberated fi*om the Tower, after 
Edward IV's expulsion from the kingdom, and restored to his 
throne by the famous Earl of Warwick. It is, in fact, nothing 
more than a list of persons who paid quit-rents to the abbey 
for firee or copyhold tenements in the manor of Robertsbridge, 
giving their names in full, and the small payments due from 
each ; but the tenements in respect of which they were pay- 
able are either not specified by name, or, as is common in such 
rolls, designated merely by that of some preceding occupier. 

The manor is divided into its five boroughs, viz., 

1. The " Borowe " of Robertsbridge itself. 

2. That of Farlegh, or " flfarelyghe," including parts of the 
parishes of Fairlight, Guestling, and Westfield. 

3. Hodlegh, lying in DaUington, Brightling, Burwash, 
Ticehurst, and Mayfield. 

4. Peryfelde, in Northiam. 

5. Stretfelde, comprising parts of Ewhurst, Northiam, 
Seddlescomb, Whatlington, Brede, and Pleyden. 

The list is very long ; but the amount of these common 
rents, which were usually collected by one of the tenants in 
each borough and handed over to the bedell of Robertsbridge, 
was only £36. 6«. Id, 

I find however, from another source, that the borowe of 
Peplysham, in " Bexley alias Bexhill," was considered parcel 
of Robertsbridge ; but this manor, with its appurtenances, is 
stated to be held freely by Herbert Pelham, Esq., at the annual 
rent of four pounds.®^ 

** It IB entitled, '* Bent«l Abbatis et manors of Michelham and Whatlington. 

ConrentusdePonteBobertirenorataanno (Honf. i, p. 527. See Su9t€x Arch, CoU 

reffni Hegie Henrici eexti et eetatis sue lecHonSy vl, 160.) One of this &milT 

xlix<^, et readeptionis regie sue potestatia held a farm in the borowe, called Park 

annoprimo." Farm, where perhaps was. the tannery 

^ This gentleman also possessed the mentioned at p. 168. 
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According to the same authority, "Glassye borowe," in the 
parishes of Beckley and Peasmarsn, was parcel of the manor 
of Robertsbridge ; as also Holmesherst in Burwash, containing 
eleven tenements. 

In tracing the property of this abbey, I have received much 
aid from a MS. account of the estate of the Bight Hon. Sir 
Henry Sidney, Knight of the Garter and Lord President of 
Wales in the time of Queen Elizabeth. As it is noted in a 
memorandum afterwards made, that Sir Henry died in 1 590, 
the date of this MS. is probably a few years earlier. His 
daughter Mary was married to Henry Earl of Pembroke, a 
lady rendered famous by the " Arcadia," which her brother 
Sir Philip wrote for her amusement at Wilton, during his 
compulsory seclusion at that seat of his brother-in-law, the 
penalty of his challenge to Lord Oxford. Being corrected by 
his sister, it acquired the title of "The Countess of Pembroke's 
Arcadia." But, however famous in its day, that work will 
scarcely now confer upon her so much celebrity as she has 
permanently gained by Ben Jonson^s noble epitaph, with 
which her fame is imperishably united.®* This MS. com- 
mences with a schedule of lands appropriated by Sir Henry 
for his daughter's jointure, and contains a very exact and 
detailed account of many portions of his estate. A doubt has 
been entertained whether that portion which formerly belonged 
to the abbey of Robertsbridge was or was not included in this 
jointure. If it were so, the circumstance would be singular ; 
for in my notice of Michelham Priory I had occasion to record 
that the endowments of that ancient foundation, about a cen- 
tury later, formed part of the jointure of another Countess of 
Pembroke, Anne Clifford, a woman scarcely less celebrated, 
and perhaps personally more remarkable, than Mary Sidney.^ 
Be this however as it may,. as a minute and faithful record of 

^ Though BO well known, yet, nnce it Sydney's sister, Pembroke's mother, 

is also as nniTersally and deservedly ad- Death ! ere thou hast slain another, 

mired, the eenUer members of our Society Learned, fiur, and good as she^ 

at least will perhaps forgire me for bring- Time shall throw a dart at thee, 

ing it onoe more to their recoUection - . Su*,e* ArA. Coa,cti<m*.yi,16l. 

Underneath this sable hearse 

lies the sulgect of all Terse, 
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fJie abbey property at no ^reat distance of time from its 8up« 
pression^ it is a relic of considerable interest. Fairly writt^, 
and in excdUent condition, it has fortunately fallen into the 
hands of Mr. Lower, a gentleman who well knows how to appre-* 
date its worth and ensure its preservation. Other manors and 
tenements than those of our abbey are mentioned in it, one 
of which, " Hyalden,''® a capital mansion '* containing within 
the mote ij acres,'' deserves perhaps a passing remark as in- 
volving a reminiscence of the hero of Zutphen. The tenant, 
William Blount, holds the game, mill, and herbage of the park 
of Halden, which park is inclosed with pale, and contains five 
ponds, viz. : — 



My ladye's ponde, next to the mylne 
My lorde's ponde, next the same . 
Mr. Phillip 8 ponde, next the same 

Mr. Robert's 

Mr. Thomas', next the same . . 



uj acres 
iiij acres 
j acre 
\ an acre 
^ an acre 



In connection with the large ponds common in these parts 
of Kent and Sussex, I find French names both of persons and 
lands, indicating the fact of artificers of that nation having 
taken part in the manufacture of iron, for which the weald 
was once so famous.^ The following reservation, appended 
to a list of " demeane lands of Robertsbridge " let to various 
tenants, touches upon the same subject : — " The lorde of the 
saide manor holditn in his owne handes The Yron fibrge with 
certein pf the dei^eanes called the fiumace ponds conteyning 
xiiij acres overflowed, the fibrg-pond conteyning ix acres 
overflowed, with the profytt and ffellinge of all the wood 
lyable to thfe same." So in It lease of th6 demesne lands 
of the manor of La^lberllursi, a like reservation is made 
of the woods, underwoods, and trees, with liberty (for the 
lord) to feU, colcy and carry away the same, the lessee being 
allowed to ** take sufficient housbote, plowbote, waynebote, 

" Thifl must not be oonfoiiiided with afterwards granted br Qoeen Elisabeth to 

High Halden, beinff a manor in the pariah Sir Heniy Sidney* Ualden-plaoe has long 

of AolTenden. The house and grounds since been disparkedi and is now nothing 

wen onoe in the occupation of King more tlum a large fiunnhouse. 
Henxy VIII, who made Sir John Baker, ^ Vide Sunex Aroh» CoJUeHom^ II, 

his Attomej-General, keeper of his park, p. 183, &c. 
garden, waters, fisheries, &o. It was 
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and hedgbote/' t. e. wood enough for his hearth, ploughs; 
waggons, and hedges. 

The families of Allfrey and Stonestreet, now nearly related, 
and the former owning the site and manor, appear as tenants 
in this record. Rycharde Allfray has three distinct copy« 
holds, and WiUiam Stonestrete ten. The former also is said 
to ''hold in fferme, by indenture dated in the 10th yeere of 
Elizabeth, certeyue demeane landes,'' at the annual rent of 
vij pounds ; and the latter held in like manner " the glene "' 
(glen) and other parts of the demesnes at a rent of 
\}h. zu}8. mja. 

That part of the abbey property which passed to the Sidneys 
appears from these papers to have been retained by them till 
the beginning of the eighteenth century, when it was pur- 
chased by a Mr. Sambrooke. Its rental in 1684 is repre- 
sented to have been £966. 11«. 4d. By Mr. Sambrooke it 
was afterwards sold to Sir Godfrey Wfebster. The site and 
lands adjacent are now the property of Edward Allfrey, Esq. 

From the deeds subjected to my inspection, and a few 
other sources, I have been enabled to glean the names of nine 
abbots, in addition to the five (marked *) which are given in 
the Monasticon, 

ABBOTS OF BOBEBTSBBmGE. 

A.n. 

Dionysiufl — probably tbe first abbot • . . about 1184 

*William — mentioned also in the Fensburst MSS. . . .1197 

John — ^aftenrards prior of Boxley (Mon. v, 460) . . in 1216 

Walter 1261 

Thomas (Plac. de Quo War. 354, 21 Edw. I) . . . . 1293 

Bobert about 1300 

Nicholas 1320 

♦Alan 1327 

John 1340 

♦Dionysius 1400 

John 1410 

John — not the same, for in 1417-18 the abbot is spoken of as 

" nuper defdncti " 1436 

♦John Goodwin ......... 1507 

Thomas Tayler 1534 

By the kindness of Mr. Bellingham I am able to exhibit 
the Abbot's "Privy Seal." It is engraved from a drawing by 
Howlett, taken in 1835, from a seal of green wax attached to 
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a dateless deed of the iburteenth century. Of the seal th6 
legend, ia " Signum Abbatis De Ponte Roberti;" of the re- 



seal, "Signum Secteti." The use of "Signum" for Sigillum" 
is noticeable as unusual, though not without other examples : 
hence our word " Signet." 

Thomas Tayler, the last abbot, surrendered his abbey to the 
king on the 6th of April 1 539, when there was granted to him 
a pension of £50 a year, with smaU annual allowances to the 
monks, varying, it woidd seem, according to their offices and 
seniority." The latter are said to have been eight in number 
at the disBolution, although Bishop Turner, upon the authority 
of a MS. in the library of Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, 
alleges that there were twelve. We have seen that in 1417 
there were eight, and the probability ia that this was the 
ordinary number. 

A few years ago there were several monumental remains 
lying about, which have since been unfortunately lost or 
destroyed. For drawings, preserving the forms of these, I 
have to thank the zeal ana kindness of Mr. Lower. 'The 
woodcuts exhibit a fleuried cross raised on a slab, and also 
the indent of a brass, in which the central portion of an elegant 
cross was probably occupied by the Virgin and Child. Besides 

* In 15GS, Tkjkr wat liTing, and in Tiamret, and Bobert Cooper, imTirins 
nedptofhiBpensioa. At the ume time, monlti, noeiTed £8, £6. 13*. 4<I., £6, and 
Thoinai8piat,WtlliMiLendon,LawTenoe £^ ntpoctivelf. 
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these, there was a fragmental stone inscribed in ancient chfr< 
nicters. Jgic jacet Millsi tie Bob. &c., apparently one of the 




Sodiam &mily ; and also a carved fragment of a atone shield. 
bearing two fienrs de lis above a leopard's face. There are 




PglbimAnM. 
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also in voL III, Suaaex Arch. CoUecHons, pp. 213. 231. d. 9, 

woodcuts of stones bearing the Felham buckle, and arms, 

from drawings of Mr. Lower. Some of 

these may perhaps have reference to the 

Sir John Felham whom we have seen to 

be a visitor at the abbey in 1418, and 

who by a will dated February 8. 1429, 

directed his body to be buried in 

Robertabridge Abbey." Another firag- 

ment from Robertabridge may also be 

found in his Curioniiea ofHeriddry, p. 141 , 

an angel supporting a shield, barry, iu 

chief three esodlops. 

Several tiles have been discovered among the ruins, bear- 
ing the arms of Warenne, Echingham, Lewknor, Harconrt, and 
others ; one of which, lately presented to the British Museum 
by the Rev. Dr. Wrench, I have the pleasure of exhibiting as 
a specimen to my readers in the annexed engraving. 



The abbey of Robertabridge was thrice honoured by a 
king's presence : having been visited, November 22, 1296, by 
Edward I, during a short atay at Winchelsea; and again on the 
8th August 1297; also by Edward 11, in his way from Bayham 
to BatUe, on the 27th August 1324. The latter monarch, an 
epicurean in taste, feasted (as has been recorded in these 

•• Amw ArA. a>a*eMM^ HI, 230. 
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Collections) ^ upon the good things which on such occasions 
flowed in from the neighbouring gentry and clergy in lud of 
the convent larder. Beeves, pike and other freshwater fish, 
swans and herons, cheese, wine, and ale, were among the 
dainties wherewith kings in those days were regaled : his own 
fruit (of which he seems to have been particularly fond), with 
spices, sugar, and other delicacies not attainable in country 
retirements, followed the second Edward during his travels 
from place to place. Monasteries were then the stations of a 
royal progress, as the houses of the nobility at a later period. 

The abbots of this house appear to have been held in high 
estimation, and to have shai*ed largely the royal confidence, if 
we may judge from the incidentol mention with wMch we 
meet of their being sent on foreign missions and otherwise 
employed in business of moment. 

About the end of the twelfth century. Abbot William, with 
his brother of Boxley, went to Rome on the part of Hubert 
Archbishop of Canterbury, to obtain the Pope's settlement of 
the disputes between the primate and the monks of Canter- 
bury. 

October 80, 1222 (7 Henry HI) the king's treasurer is 
ordered to pay 10 marks to the Abbot of Robertsbridge, and 
40 to Master William de S^ Albino, for going as the king's 
messengers to Poitou. {Rot. Claus. i, 518.) Again, 26 May 
1224, fifty marks are ordered to be paid to me Abbots of 
Robertsbridge and Boxley for going on the king's business to 
the court of Rome. (lb. 628.) Several payments are also ordered 
for persons sent to Robertsbridge with messages from the 
crown ; and similar payments will be observed in the extracts 
before given (at p.l64)&om the bursar's accounts in 1417. But 
the most remarkable instance is that recorded by Hoveden,^ 
which certainly relates to a very memorable portion of EngUsh 
history. That writer tells us, that in the latter end of 1192, 
when it was rumoured that King Richard I had been made i^ 
prisoner in his return from the Holy Land, the Abbots of 
Robertsbridge and Boxley ^ were the lords justices sent into 

^ See Mr. Blaaaw's Boyi^ Joumejs In ib not mentioned in the Monastioon. 

Sussex, in toIs. ii and yi. Between these two Cistercian houses there 

^ Pp. 722, 725. seems to have been frequent intercourse. 

^ This must have been our first Bio* See the joumers of the abbot and monks 

nysitts : the name of the Abbot of Boilcy at pp. 165 and 166. 
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Germany to ascertain the place of his detention. Some ac- 
counts state that Richard, after having been first imprisoned 
by Leopold Duke of Austria in the castle of Durrenstein on 
the Danube, was subsequently confined by the emperor in the 
castle of Tiifels, perched on a craggy eminence of the Vosges 
mountains immediately above the little town of Annweiler. 
After traversing great part of Germany, the abbots at last 
met with him at a village called Oxefer in Bavaria, on his way 
to an audience with the emperor to be held on Palm Sunday. 
They were present at the agreement concluded between the 
emperor and king on the Thursday before Easter, 1198, and 
soon after returned to England, bringing with them the terms 
of this convention. 

It is on record also that the abbot and convent of Roberts- 
bridge were employed to collect from the clergy of the arch- 
deaconry of Lewes the subsidy granted in 1880 to Richard 
the Second.'^ 

With the exception of the foregoing particulars, all that 
concerned the monks of Robertsbridge is buried in obUvion ; 
nor is it likely that we have lost much by the absence of 
further records, the occupations of cloister lue being few and 
monotonous, and unconnected with the pursuits and deeds 
which claim public attention. Indeed the memory of this 
house and the honours of its abbots have faded into dim 
obscurity, and both are wellnigh forgotten. Where the 
solemn strains of dirges and masses were formerly heard, 
silence now reigns unbroken ; and within once-hallowed walls, 
sacred employments have given place to secular. Yet of such 
institutions it is well not sJtogether to lose sight, for in their 
day they were valuable and useful, and to reflecting minds 
the remembrance of them must ever be full of interest. When 
we survey their venerable remains, we are reminded of their 
great merit in mitigating the barbarity of rude and ignorant 
ages, in keeping alive the lamp of learning amidst surround- 
ing darkness, and promoting a knowledge of the practical arts. 
In some of these, as, for instance. Architecture, they will not 
easily be surpassed. However open in some respects to objec- 
tion, it must be admitted that the power of the clergy — at that 
time the sole depositaries of book knowledge, and invested with 

T^ Suuex Areh, CoUeetiom^ Y, 280. 
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an undefined authority from the nature of their profesaion— 
had a salutaiy effect in checking the warlike ferocity and social 
tyranny of the middle ages. The system however has passed 
away with the circumstances which gave it birth; and its 
restoration could not now be in the same degree in harmony 
with the feelings of society, when the laity are as well educated 
as the clergy, and when active duties are preferred to ascetic 
retirement. To attempt now the revival of the monastic 
system would be as hopeless an undertaking as to resuscitate 
Uie defunct spirit of diivalry, or to organize a new series of 
the Crusades. A busier, and in some respects (let as hope) 
a wiser, age demands imperatively oar participation in the 
ordinary engagements of life, and allows to no class of men 
an entire exemptioo. 



BUNCTON. 

THE GBANT OF PAKT OF A WOOD IN CEALTBOKGSTEAL BY 

EALDWXXLF, HEBBTOGA OF THE SOUTH SAXONS, DATED 

FBOM THE HILL OF BIOHCHANDOUNE, A.D. 791. 

BY W. H. BLAAUW, ESQ., M.A., F.S.A. 



As the early condition of Sussex during the ages which 
succeeded its well-known conquest by iElla and Cissa, in the 
fifth century, however interesting, has been little adverted to, 
it may be well to call attention to some documents still extant, 
although not much consulted, and which contain grants of land 
to the church from South Saxon chieftains in the seventh and 
eighth centuries. They will afford us some explanation of the 
manner in which the territory was then occupied and governed, 
and may illustrate, by their local application, the masterly 
sketches of the general history of those times, on which the 
learning of Lappenberg and Kemble ^ have thrown so much 
recent light. 

It is stated by Lappenberg (i, 248), that *' the importance 
of the kingdom of Sussex had been only due to the personal 
character of ^Ua, the first Bretwalda of Anglo-Saxon tradition, 
and to the valour of its rugged inhabitants. As it had not 
been converted to Christianity, and had therefore no literary 
ecclesiastics to record even the names of its rulers, it sank 
soon after the death of that prince into a state bordering on 
nonentity. They were the vassals sometimes of Wessex, 
sometimes of Mercia. Although iEthelwealh, the first 
Christian king of Sussex, had received from Mercia the in- 
vestiture of the Isle of Wight and of the tribe of Meanwaras 
(in Hampshire, near the west borders of Sussex, where so many 
names still recall their memory), he may nevertheless be re- 
garded as the vassal of Wessex, as well as his successors, 

^ Lappenberg's History of England 1846 ; The Saxons in England, by John 
under the Angto-Saxon Eings, translated Mitchell Kemble, Esq., 1^9. 
and edited by Benjamin Thorpe, Esq., 
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whether called heretogas (duces), kiQgs, or under-kings/' In 
the exercise of his authority in Sussex, iEthelwealh had afforded 
assistance to Eadric King of Kent ; but they both fell suc- 
cessively in battle when attacked by Ceadwealla of Wessex, 
who, on being exiled from thence, had taken refuge in the 
forests of Andredeswald, and had been converted to Christianity 
by Wilfrid. Having gathered around him a considerable force, 
he took such a violent occupation of the country as to deprive 
Berhthun and iEthelhun, two ealdormen of Sussex, of all au- 
thority, and in revenge they succeeded for a time in displacing 
him. On the abdication however of Centwine, Ceadwealla suc- 
ceeded as next heir to the throne, a.b. 685, when he immediately 
took vengeance on them. Berhthun fell in battle, " and Sussex 
was partitioned into several small states or kingdoms under 
the supremacy of the King of Wessex." Lappenberg, i, 259. 

A deed of Ceadwealla, still remaining, will illustrate this 
remark ; and, as the original Ijatin text of this and the follow- 
ing charters has been printed in full by Mr. Kemble,^ it will 
be unnecessary to reproduce it here, as every scholar will be 
glad to consult with admiration and gratitude a work so full of 
authentic materials for the early history of England. A more 
summary and popular sketch of these ancient documents will 
be better suited to the present occasion. 

This deed of Ceadwealla of Wessex is of the date of August 8, 
A.D. 683, and "for the purpose of building a monastery at 
Selsey for the servants of God,'' it grants "through theBisbop 
Wilfrid {per episcopum) the land which is called Aldingebume, 
and Lydesige vi cassatos, and in Grinstedisgate vi, and in 
Mundham viii, in Amberla and Hohtun viii, and in Waldham 
iiii, that is to say, of xxxii tributaries [tributariorum) with the 
consent of Wilfrid the Archbishop, and iEthuald, Sub-king 
{mbreguli)^ After describing the boundaries of the land 
given, it concludes thus : — 

'* -f I, Wilfrid, the Bishop, confirm the lands given me by the corroboration 
(rohoraiione) of the Cross of Christ — Birthwald , Archbishop — Egwald, Bishop — 

-f I, Eadberht, Bishop, have consented and subscribed h I> Ealdulf, heretoga 

of the South Saxons (dux SiUh Saxonum), have consented and subscribed."^ 

> Codex Diplomaticiis JSvi Saxonid, Beg. B. xriii, f. 46. Beg. A. zviii, f. 16, 

from the MSS. in the Kegistry of Chi- is nearlv identical, but tiie sub-king ib 

Chester Cathedral there « £c wald.** 

* Cod. DipL T, ch. 992, p. 82, from 
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We may remark that the small holdings of land are here 
called tributaries, and that the consent of the local chief 
Ealdulf is added to complete that of the King of Wessex. 
Wilfrid is styled indifferently bishop or archbishop, and, as 
having held the see of York, he was in fact both. 

With respect to the terms cassati and tributarii used in 
this, as well as manentes and duw which occur in other 
charters subsequently refeired to, it is very satisfactory to be 
able to offer an explanation, throwing clear light upon the 
relation of the lords and tenants of land in these times, on the 
authority of the Rev. John Earle, the learned Anglo-Saxon 
Professor at Oxford. All members of our Society who feel 
an interest in understanding the condition of Sussex in these 
remote times will not fail gratefuUy to appreciate the aid of his 
valuable information. ''CaasattiSy casaiuSy casa/a, are equally 
expressions for the quantity of land which would maintain a 
family or household attached to a single house — casa, or cot ; 
familiayfamiliatuayfamiliatm terra ^ are other equivalent terms 
for the land of a family. In Saxon this was called hiwisc 
higidy and abbreviated hid. See Glossary prefixed to vol. iii 
of the Codex Diplom.y under the word hid. Manentes (and 
some other variations of this word) did not differ from cassati, 
meaning land enough for a family to dwell on. The cassatus 
or manens was also called terra tributarii^ that is, the land of 
a single renter, and thus briefly tributarius. In the charter 
1000 (see p. 181), Nunna grants curtly '20 renters' or 
tributaries, and an endorsement putting the grant into Saxon 
calls it ' 20 hides,' so that the hide and the land of a tri- 
butary are thus identified. This tribute or rent was called 
in Saxon ffa/ol, from the verb * to give, gifany and consisted 
of personal service, labour done on the lord's land or road, or 
errand-going, or providing draught or carriage by the renter's 
beasts ; or produce in com, ale, honey, &c. ; or lastly, money. 
This kind of tenure was only partial in Saxon times, but 
became universal afterwards under the feudalism of the 
Normans. The king then became the supreme tenant in 
capitey which in Saxon times was never thought of. The 
absolute owners of land were numerous in early times, and 
the basis seems to have been that of citizen-right. See 
Kemble's Saxons in Englandy cap. xi. The Latin expression 
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dtix in early Saxon times is equivalent to heretoga strictly and 
etymologically, as both words mean the leader of the military 
force. Practically it equals ealdorman^ that is, lieutenant of 
a portion of the country, one of whose functions was to be 
heretoga or military chief in his district/' 

The next document is of the date of a.d. 692, and presents 
us with a different set of names in authority, though holding 
apparently the same relative rank as before. It is a grant by 
Nothhelm King of the Suth Saxons, giving freely from his own 
possession {de mea propria possessione libenter) to his sister 
Nothgith a portion of his land (which appears to be the same 
as in the former grant, but increased in quantity to 38 cos- 
satos), in order to establish a monastery and build a church 
on it {ad construendum in ea monasterium baailicamque eri- 
gendxm). 

"This Charter was written in the year from the Incarnation 692. 
-f I, Nanna, King of the Suth Saxons (Sutk Saxonum) haye consented and 
subscribed — |- I, Wathus, King, have consented and subscribed — I- I, 
Coenrad, King of the West Saxons, have consented and subscribed — I- I, 
Ine, have consented and subscribed with my own hand — h I, Aldhebn, Abbot 
have subscribed — -|- I. Haguna, Abbot, have subscribed." * 

As we thus have in the same document not only the sanc- 
tion of the King of Wessex, but also of Nothhelm and Nunna, 
two kings of South Saxons, we may reasonably value these latter 
reges as equivalent only to duces, heretogas, or ealdormen, exer- 
cising authority in different parts of Sussex. The place is not 
named where the church is to be built, nor do the two abbots, 
whose consent was not required, but who appear as witnesses 
only, mention their monasteries ; but probably one of them be- 
longed to Selsey. The phrase of " subscribing with his own 
hand" may perhaps not imply with certainty that King Ine was 
able to write, but only that he made his cross. On another 
occasion a bishop of Winchester was so proud of his Latin 
and skill in writing, that he thus ambiguously styles himself, 
" Ego iElfsinus Wintoniensis ecclesie speculator proprio stylo 
caracteravi ;"^ and indeed many of the other witnesses in the 
same deed seem to have indulged in fantastically varying 
their affirmation, contrary to the usual staid practice : — " I, 

* Cod. Dipl. T, ch. 995, p. 86. * Cod. Dipl. ch. 750. 
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Eadgar, brother of the king, have quickly consented — Oda, 
the arch-prelate of the Dover church, have corroborated with 
a specimen of the dear Cross — I, Cenwald, am present with 
the heavenly sign — I, Oscytel, have agreed with a placable 
mind — I, Osulf, have not refused." 

To return however to the documents relating to Sussex. 
Nunna, one of the sub-kings already mentioned, again appears 
in other charters. In one of the year 714 he says : — 

" I, Nmina, King of the Suth Saxons, for the welfare of my soul, will give 
some part of the land under my authority (Juris mei) to Beadufrid and the 
brethren who inhabit the island called Seolesige, where I wish my body ma^ 
rest, that is to say, in Herotun iiii manentes,^ and in Broclaeshamstede iiii 

canatoBy and Sidleshamstede iiii , in presence of the most reverend 

Bishop Eollan h I ^thelstan, the Idng, have consented and subscribed — 

+ I ^theldryth, the Queen have consented." ^ 

In a later charter, a.d. 725, Nunna styles himself " King of 
the Austral (Justralium) Saxons," and for the love of God and 
the heavenly country {celestis patrie) gives {attribuo) the vene- 
rable Bishop Eadbirht certain lands — "xx tributaries," imper- 
fectly described in the mutilated MS., which ends thus : — 

*' I, Nunna, King the first fortify (munio) this with the sign of the Cross of 
Christ — h I, Wattus, King, have consented and subscribed — I, Coenrad, King 
of the West Saxons, have confirmed {rex West Saxonum roboravi) — |- I, Ead- 
birht, Bishop, confirm the land granted to me with the sign of the Cross of Christ 
— |- I, Ine, have consented and written (jicrijm) with my own hand."^ 

Nunna, King of the Suth Saxons, appears again as a bene- 
factor, probably to the same head oi the Selsey monastery, 
where he was to be buried, granting " to the servant of God 
named Behrfnd four tributaries in Pipering, near the river 
Tarente, on condition that prayers should be oflTered up for 
him day and night by the servants of God." Behrfrid seems 
to have retired into the monastery, for the document continues, 
that he did not retain the gift, but in his old age "having released 
himself from all secular i^airs, wishing to serve God only, and 
surrendering all his property with his own body (cum semetipso), 
EoUa receives the money and accepts the gift, with the consent 

* The analogy of this word with the 7 Cod. Dipl. oh. 999, p. 41. 

English manoTy the Scottidh ma»M, old ^ Id. ch. 1000, p. 42. 

Franoh maisnily all derired from metmeo, 
may be remarked. 
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of the brethren, and of our King Nunnan of West Sussex 
{JTestsusseane) — + This my gift I, Nunna, King, have sub- 
scribed with my own hand, all my earls {comitibua) consenting 
together with me — + Osric. + Eadberht. + I, Eolla, have 
consented and subscribed — + I, Beowa, have willingly con- 
sented that this laud of my jurisdiction, which my kinsfolk 
gave me, with the consent of King Nunna and Bishop Eolla 
(King iEthilbert and Bishops Sigihd, Beorran, and Eccan also 
assenting), should be in their power while I am alive, and that 
after my death they should have leave to possess and give to 
whomsoever they may please. — + The same land, I, Osmund, 
King, have redeemed at a price from my Earl Erran {pretio 
redemi ab Errano comite meo) with the consent of our Bishop. 
— t Osa, Bishop."^ 

The grant of land next in date, August 3, 765, was made 
by Osmund, who does not in this charter more distinctly 
describe himself, but who styles himself king in another, five 
years later. " At the request of his Earl Walhere {roaatus a 
comite meo) he enables him to build a monastery on the land 
granted, which consisted of xii tributaries caUed Ferring, with 
all their appurtenances, in fields, woods, meadows, rivers, springs, 
and woodland, Coponora and Titlesham." — " + I, Osmund, 
have subscribed this grant with my own hand — + I, Osa, 
Bishop, have consented and subscribed," &c.^^ 

Another grant of this Osmund, a.d. 770, shows him to 
have been one of the sub-kings, or heretogas (duces) of 
Sussex (the witnesses proving how numerous these were), and 
was given at the request of his earl and his wife, Warbald 
and Tidburge. It put him into full possession of xv manors 
(manencium) to endow '' the church of the Blessed Peter the 
Apostle situated in a place called Hanefeld." " + I, Osmund, 
King, have subscribed this grant with my own hand — + 1, Osa, 
Archbishop — + I, Hedde, Bishop — + I, Eadbright, Bishop — 
4- I, Offa, with the above-named persons, willin^y corroborate 
this page {Aanc poffinulam munio) — ^I, Wilfrid, Bishop — I, 
Brodda, Heretoga {duw) — + I, Berhtwald, Heretoga — + I, 
Eadbald, Heretoga — + I, Esne, Heretoga — + I, Aldwlf, 
Heretoga."^! 

• Id. oh. 1001, p. 43. » Id. ch. 1006, p. 49. " Id. oh. 1009, p. 49. 
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Offa, the real Superior lord, again appears sanctioning a 
grant of iEtlielbert, King of South Saxons {Sussawonum) in 
A.D. 774. The purport of this charter, though imperfect, is to 
enable the venerable man Diozsan to build a monastery by the 
gift of xviii manors {manentea) in Wistrings. To this Seffrid, 
the Bishop, — ^Wyghere, — Beoba, — ^Wyga, appear as witnesses, 
followed by " I, Diozsan, in the liberty of my right, will give 
to my dearest sister the land of this gift, which .^thelbert. 
King, has granted me. + I, Offa the King, sign and confirm 
with my own hand — + I,Osenedred (probably for Cunethryth) 
the Queen, confirm and sign."^ 

The same "iEthelberht, King of the Austral Saxons," con- 
firms another grant of half a tributary near the moor on the 
south side of Chichester, with Bishop Wilfrid as witness.^' 

After this, in a.d. 780, comes a charter of Oslac,^* Heretoga 
of the South Saxons {dux Suth Scuvonum), drawn up at Selsey. 
It gave, " for the remedy of his soul to the venerable church 
of St. Peter the Apostle, that is, to God, the land called 
Eamleagh, Tielesora, with all their appurtenances." The 
crosses written in attestation were those of Oslac — Gislehere, 
Bishop— Eadwulf—" I, Offa, by the gift of God, King of the 
Mercians, have sanctioned the said land according to the 
petition of Wethun, Bishop of the South Saxons, and will con- 
firm it with the sign of the Lord's cross." 

It will be remarked that the sanction of the King of Mercia, 
not of Wessex, seems at tins period to have been requisite ; 
and that the bishop was the medium to bring the matter duly 
before him. This arrangement continued at the date, about 
A.D. 791, of a grant to Selsey by Ealdwulf, Heretoga, Dux 
of Suth Saxons. "Aldwlf, Heretoga, who am the donor, have 
placed on it the sign of the Holy Cross — -f Gislehere, Bishop 
— Offia, King of the Mercians, on the petition of Weytun, 
Bishop, confirm this woodland (of 3 tributaries) and subscribe 
with the sign of the Holy Cross — I, Ealdfrid, King, have 
consented and subscribed." ^'^ 

The same king of the Mercians, the same bishop, and the same 
heretoga, appear again in another chart.er of the same date, 
A.D. 791, which shall be here given in full, not only as display- 

" Id. ch. 1010. " Id. ch. 1012. 

» Id. oh. 1011. ^ Id. ch. 1016. 
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ing the usual form of the grant, but also as there will be much 
interest in the names of places introduced, those of the place 
where signed, and of the land given. The former may with 
great probability be identified, and the latter is remarkable as 
establishing at so early a period the use of the word ''Borstal," 
which has survived in common parlance to this day in Sussex 
alone. 

" In the name of the Holy Saviour ; — ^all the things, in which 
we busy ourselves for this present world, scarcely endure to 
our death, whereas what is done for eternal life is preserved 
beyond death — ^Wherefore I, Ealdwulf, Heretoga of the South 
Saxons, have been minded to grant to Wethun, the Bishop, 
and to describe a certain portion of a wood of my jurisdiction, 
with the consent and license of Offa, King of the Angles, in 
the place called CeallhorgBteal^ for the church of Saint Andrew, 
which is situated in the territory called Ferring. Moreover 
this wood is comprised within certain boundaries: on the 
western side, near the upper way which runs from the southern 
part towards the north, and in the other part is open country 
around. Whosoever may be willing to augment and amplify 
the bounty of this small donation, may God augment his snare 
in the book of life. But if, which God forbid, any one rely- 
ing on tyrannous power should wish rashly to withhold or 
diminish it, let him know that on the trial of the terrible Day 
of Judgement he will fall with horror into the hands of the 
living God. Moreover this has been transacted on the hill 
called Biohchandoune in the year of our Lord Jesu Christ, 791, 
all the persons named and described beneath agreeing and 
confirming — + I, Ealdwlf, who have made this gift, have first 
marked the sign of the Holy Cross. — + I, Eadelwlf, consent 
and subscribe." ^^ 

" + In nomine sancti salvatoris. Omnia que secundum presens seculum 
laboramus, vix usque ad mortem sufBciunt ; quod vero pro etema vita agatur 
utique post mortem oonservatur. Idcirco ego Aldwlfus dux Suth Saxonum, 
aliquantulam silve partem juris mei Wethuno episcopo largiri atque describere 
curabam, cum consensu et licentia Offe Begis Anglorum, in loco qui dicitur 
Cealtborgsteal, ad ecclesiam sancti Andree qus sita est in terra que vocatur 
Ferring. Uec autem silva certis finibus terminatur: in occidentali plaga 
juxta supeiiorem viam que currit ab australi parte usque ad septentrionem, 
et in altera parte in circuitu campestria. Qui banc parvam donationis 

" Id. ch. 1016, p. 58. 
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mumficentiam angere et amplificare volaerit, augeat Dens partem ejus in 
libro vite. Si vero, quod absit, aliquis tyrannica fretns potestate temerarie 
tenere aut minuere voluerit, sdat se in tremendo examinis judicio horribiliter 
incidere in manus dei viventis. Et hec acta sunt in monte qui yocatur 
Biobchandoune anno incarnationis domini nostri Jhesu Christi dccxci 
cunctis astipdantibus et oonfinnantibns nominatiB atque infra descriptis. 

" Ego Ealdwlf qui donavi primum signnm sancte cmcis expressi -| — Ego 
Eadelwlf consentio et subscribe H — ." 



As no localities have been hitherto assigned for the resi- 
dence of this Sussex chieftain, or for the wood granted, we 
may endeavour to add them to Sussex topography. 

I venture therefore the suggestion that "Biobchandoune** is 
now known to us as *' Buncton," and it is very gratifying to 
have received for it the assent of the very ablest Anglo-Saxon 
scholars. 

Situated a few miles from Ferring, for whose benefit the 
grant was made, about three miles west from where Saxon 
kings dwelt in their stronghold of Bramber, and two from 
Steyning, the selected abode of St. Cuthman, where, accord- 
ing to Asser, Ethelwulf King of Wessex was buried,^^ Buncton 
was convenient for communication with the Downs, and looks 
up to the prominent point of them, crowned with the earthen 
entrenchments of Chanctonbury, exactly opposite on the south. 
Although that camp had been occupied by the Romans, 
its natural advantages were not likely to be overlooked by 
succeeding warriors. 

The hiU, on the top of which Buncton Chapel stands, is 
now a portion of Ashington parish entirely insulated within 
that of Wiston, a fact which in itself seems to denote an 
important proprietor in old times (as again in the case of 
Sedgewick Castle, near Horsham), and it slopes gently into 
the Weald on all sides, except on the north-west, where it 
sinks more precipitously into a woody glen, through which 
runs a small brook. There is a gable-ended house, at the 
north-east foot of the hill, surrounded by a moat. The accom- 
panying woodcut of the steeper side from the north-west (for 
the drawing of which I am indebted to the Rev. Mr. Medland 
of Stejming, whom I had the pleasure of accompanjring to the 
spot) will sufficiently explain the position of the chapel on the 

V See Mr. Medland's Paper, Sussex Arch, CoUscHons^ V, p. 116. 

viii. 24 



bill. In the stmctore of this small chapel, bo simple and bo 
massive that it might almost have been formed from the hall 



of a Saxon chief, many Roman tiles appear, derived probably 
from the ruins of that Roman villa, the hypocaust of which were 
recently discovered half a mile eastward.^" 

Mr. Earle, whom we have already had occasion to thank, 
has most kindly favoured me with his opinion, that the con- 
traction of the name into its modem appearance, " the hill 
c^led Biohchandoune" of the eighth century now changed into 
" Buncton," is a probable modernism, and that the original 
name meant Birch Down. Instances of similar compression 
of ancient names are readily found in this vicinity, where the 
Donechitoune, Botechitonne, and Wistanestun of Domesday 
have become Duncton, Burton, and Wiston, while Buncton 
appears there in an intermediate form as "Bongetune, with a 
wood of ten hogs." The identity of the names is also 
considered more than probable by the eminent Anglo-Saxon 
scholar, Benjamin Thorpe, Esq., to whom I am much indebted 
for his communication on this and other points of this 
subject. 

Being thus authorised to establish our chieftain of the 
South Saxons on the hill of Buncton, we must endeavour to 

■* For an uectnmtot thit^tcojerj ialM8,»ix&anxArch.ColheH<HU,TI,m. 
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find '' the place called Cealtborgsteal " within the probable 
extent of his territory. In this research neither the Rev. 
Henry Dixon, the present vicar of " the church of St. Andrew 
at Ferring," nor the Rev. T. Medland of Steyning, have been 
able, by their local knowledge, to trace any name correspond- 
ing to '' Cealtborgsteal.'' It is however easy to recognise in 
this word the description of one of those steep ways leading 
up the northern face of the Downs from the Weald, which 
still familiarly retain the name of Borstals, and of which there 
are several in the neighbourhood, and indeed almost within 
sight of Buncton. Stevning Borstal, Chantry Borstal, Wash- 
ington Borstal, Amberley Borstal, are thus situated ; and of 
these Washington Borstal, as the road which must in all ages 
have been the easiest and most natural pass in the Downs, 
would seem to answer best to the description of ^' the upper 
road from south to north, lying on the west of the wood '' 
given to Ferring. Mr. Dixon has also kindly pointed out 
another locality, a field of eighteen acres, four miles from 
Ferring, and insulated in Angmering parish, the small tithes 
of which are received by the vicar of Ferring, while the pre- 
bend of Ferring in Chichester Cathedral is endowed with the 
great tithes.^^ This field, having on its west side an old road 
running north and south, may have some claims to be the 
gift in question in ^' Cealtborgsteal ; " but if so, it would be 
the only instence of any Borstal in Sussex being found on the 
southern slope of the Downs. 

The derivation of the word Borstal fit)m the Saxon words 
beoAr, a hiU, and stiffele^ a steep ascent, has been already dis- 
cussed in a former volume,^ on the occurrence of " Robert 
atte Borstalle " in the Subsidy Roll of the Rape of Lewes, 
A.D. 1296, and to this origin both Mr. Earle and Mr. Thorpe 
agree. The latter quotes Lye's Dictionary, "Burgstal, 
burgstol, clivus, Cott. 209/' and in the present instance 
we may consider the prefix cealt to signify cold, so that 
it was a part of the " Cold Borstal " which was granted by 
Adelwlf. Mr. Earle directs attention to the many cases in 

u In DoxDfisday itis said, **the Biflhop " See 8um99» Areh. CoUeeHoiu, toLU^ 

holds Feringes in domain : it had a wood p. 292, where this explanation of the 

of 4 hogs, and for herhase erery seventh word was suggested hy S. W. Walford, 

hog," p. 116. Translat. Domesd. Ksq., and J. M. Kemhle, Esq. 
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which the same form of ''beohr'' for hiU has stereotyped 
itself in Sussex names, as Cisbury, Edburton {Ec^^ beohty tun, 
town on the hill edge or side), Burpham, Burton, Bury, 
Chanctonbury, while Chiltington (Cilletune, Childetune, in 
Domesday), may perhaps be an instance of the same prefix of 
cealt now changed, as also C!oId Waltham. 

The word Borstal seems to be impUed ii; a passage of 
Domesday (p. 184) relating to East Sussex — "Essewelle 
Hundred — in Burgestaltunei;enuit Ulsi unam virgatam, liber 
homo fuit." And the same word, applied to a steep hiUy 
ascent, appears frequently in Textus Boffemia, referring to a 
locality in Kent still retaining such name — '' De Borestealle, 
Coenuulf King of the Mercians gave 3 acres to Rochester/' 
p. 96 ; '' Kenulfus Rex Merciorum dedit Borchstalle," p. 152 ; 
*' Robertus de Borestealle omnem suam decimam de terra sua 
concessit S. Andrese sBtemaliter," p. 166. This latter instance 
resembles that in the Subsidy Roll of Sussex, before referred 
to, where the Borstal had given name to the person. A grant 
of land, with the custody of Bemwood in the county of Bucks, 
was made by Edward the Confessor by the tenure of the Borstal 
hom.^^ The latter half of the word has clearly an analogy 
with the modern German "'steigen,'* to ascend or mount, 
and ^' steig '' in Norway means a ladder, as does " stee," used 
in the North of England. ''Stile" seems used by Chaucer in an 
extended sense, as in some measure representing the country, 
in contrast with "street," which is used to represent the 
town : — 



" Is it swiche peril with him for to mete, 
I shal him seke by stile and eke by strete." 

Pardfmere'a Tale, 126. 

^ See Kennett's Faroch. Antiq. p. 51; Bloant*B TenureB, p. 41. 
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The exact date of the foundation of this college is not 
known; but that it was of Saxon origin, and in existence 
previous to the year 681, we learn from the Venerable Bede,^ 
who tells us, that when St. Wilfrid arrived among the South 
Saxons about that time, he found a small and poor establish- 
ment of secular canons settled here under the government of 
an Irish monk named Dicul, who was probably an early 
Roman missionary. His words are, "Erat autem ibi mo- 
nachus quidam de natione Scottorum,^ vocabulo Dicul, habens 
Monasteriolum permodicum in loco qui vocatur Bosenhamm.'^ 
Of this college, he further tells us, he had frequently heard 
from the priest Acca, who had known the monks of Bosham 
when under the presidency of Eappa, thereby making his 
testimony of a Saxon monastery here more especially to be 
relied on. 

At the time of Wilfrid's arrival in Sussex, but little had 
been done by Dicul and his associates towards enlightening 
this part of the county. "In eo monasteriolo,'* continues 
Bede, "fratres quinque vel sex in humili et paupere vita 
Domino famulantes; sed provincialium nullus eorum vel 
vitam eemulari, vel predicationem curabat audire/' Bosenham 
or Bosham was situated at the point of a small creek issuing 
out of Chichester Harbour on the one side, and on the con- 
fines of a large forest district on the other — " sylvis et mari 
circumdatum," as Bede describes its position ; and hence its 
name, " Bosen-ham," which Lye interprets in his Sawon Die- 
tionary, " forte a sylva sumptum." The inhabitants of this 

' EcotLesiaat. Hist. lib. iv, c. 18. 

> The Saxon annaluitB apply the term " Soottus '* to the natire Irish. 



190 ON THE SAXON COLLEGS OF BOSH AM. 

district consisted at this time principally of seafaring men 
and their fiomiilies^ who obtained their livelihood by fishing. 
Bosenham is one of the only five places in Sussex noted on 
the map attached to the Sagson Chronicle. 

Having established a conventual hermitage at this place, 
Dicul's first object would naturally be to provide a place for 
religious worship. It is not however until towards the dawn 
of the Norman era that we have any direct evidence of a 
church here. The Bayeuw Tapestry gives us the first inti- 
mation of one. Under the head HAROLD DUX ANGLOR' 
ET SUI MILITES— EQUITANT AD BOSHAM, this 
curiously-wrought historical record represents a church of 
rude structure in the background, with Harold on horseback, 
having a hawk perched on his fist, in firont. He is preceded 
by two horsemen with a greyhound running before them, and 
accompanied by five other horsemen, who were probably his 
" milites." 

Harold's possessions in this neighbourhood extended over 
the whole tract of country lying between Chichester and 
Havant. To these he succeeded at the death of his mother 
Gytha, lus father, Earl Godwin, having possessed himself of 
them by forcibly wresting them firom Agilnorth Archbishop 
of Canterbuiy ; for we may reject as fabulous the monkish 
legend first broached by Walter de Mapes, and subsequently 
adopted by some of the earlier historians,^ that he obtained 
them by taking advantage of a mistaken expression, ''da mihi 
basium,'' when requesting the archbishop's benediction. 
Here Earl Godwin frequency resided, as did his son Harold 
after him, who, during a sailing excursion of pleasure, was 
driven fix)m hence by a storm to the coast of Normandy, 
where he contracted those engagements with Duke William, 
the breach of which is well known to have led to his invasion 
of this country. 

The site of Earl Godwin's and Harold's residence it would 
now be difficult to identify. Dallaway ^ fixes it at Walton, 
from the Saxon derivation of the name, "Vael-ton," "oppidum 
vallatum," and from there being vestiges of Roman earth- 

> Vniliam of Kalmesbniy, p. 90 1 ^ HiBt. of Western Sossez, toL i — 

Henry of Huntingdon, p. 866 ; Bromp- Bosham. 
ton, p. 947, fto. 
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Irorks still to be traced there^ which he supposes were thrown 
up by Yespatian's army, and subsequently adopted by the 
Saxons ; while others imagine that it was on the north side 
of the churchyard of Bosham, where an ancient moat encloses 
a piece of ground of considerable size, at the southern ex- 
tremity of which the present manor-house, a modern brick- 
built structure, stands, and in front of which is a barn, called 
** the gaol bam," which is erected on the remains of stone 
walls of considerable substance and of much antiquity. 

An additional proof of the Saxon origin of Bosham CoUege 
may be obtained from the Domesday Survey, which states 
that an establishment of Benedictine canons okd been founded 
here early in the Saxon times, and endowed with competent 
lands. 

After the death of Harold, the lordship of Bosham was 
seized by the Conqueror, and given by him to Osbom Bishop 
of Exeter. But having again become vested in the crown, it 
was granted by Henry I to William Warlewaste, Bishop of 
the same see, who, having dissolved the college of Pljrmpton, 
in Devonshire, on account of the irregular lives of its inmates, 
settled the same number of residents here, namely, a dean 
and five^ secular canons, reserving to himself and his suc- 
cessors the patronage of the deanery or provostship, and the 
appointment of the canons. He also retained to himself and 
them an exclusive jurisdiction over the whole college, which 
was much contested by the Bishops of Chichester. 

A circumstantial account of one of these contests is to be 
found in the Register of Bishop Rede,^ where it is stated, that 
during the episcopacy of Bishop Langton (1805-37), Walter 
Stapylton Bishop of Exeter gave notice of his intention, bs 
dean of the collegiate chapel of Bosham, to hold a visitation 
of this chapel, and the prebendaries were summoned to attend. 
Langton, questioning his right officially to visit in his diocese, 
sent a messenger, on the day on which he was expected to 
arrive at Bosham, to meet him on the borders of the county, 
near the village of Herting, where he would enter the diocese 
of Chichester, with a letter inhibiting him from holding such 

* The Flea Boll of the 12th of Edward > See extracts at the end of these ro 

II mentions six canons belonging to this marks, 
college. 
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visitation, under pain of excommunication. Regardless of 
this remonstrance, the Exeter diocesan pursued his journey to 
Bosham, and held his appointed visitation. Langton, when 
informed of this, was so exasperated at the slight thus shown 
to himself and his authority, that he lost no time in carrying 
his threat into execution. Taking with him the dean and 
some of the chapter of his own cathedral, and the messenger 
employed on the occasion, he went to the particular part of 
the cathedral church usually selected for such purpose, and 
there fulminated the sentence of excommunication against 
him. The same sentence was also pronounced by authority of 
the dean in all the churches of the city of Chichester, as well 
as in those of Fishboume, Rumboldeswyche, and St. Pancras 
without the city gate, which were under his jurisdiction. 
This led to an adjustment of their differences by an arrange- 
ment that, for the future, the entire patronage of this college 
should continue to be vested in the Bishops of Exeter, but 
that the privilege of visiting the college should be given to 
the Bishops of Chichester, who should have the same authority 
over the parochial prebendary as he had over any other in- 
cumbent of the diocese of Chichester. 

The church too of the Holy Trinity, at Bosham, claimed 
the usual privileges and immunities accorded to royal free 
chapels, namely, exemption from episcopal and archidiaconal 
supervision. It is called in the Patent Rolls, " Libera Capella 
et Prebenda Parochiahs de Bosham."^ Some further light is 
thrown on the history of this church, and the disputes it gave 
rise to, by an Inquisition taken the 22d of Edward I, which 
states that the chapel of Bosham and its district was, from its 
first foundation, exempt from ordinary jurisdiction as a free 
chapel of the king, it having been founded by an ancestor of 
the kinff then on the throne, and beins situated on land be- 
longing to him and his predecessors ; that it was called the 
chapelry of Bosham ; that this exempt chapelry was given by 
Henry I to Warlewaste Bishop of Exeter, to be held freely by 
him and his successors ; and that it remained so exempt to 
the time of Henry II, when the then Bishop of Exeter, by 
supplying with necessaries Thomas a Becket during the time 
he was in disgrace at court, so aroused the indignation of the 

7 Bot. Pat. 19 Rich. II, p. 2, m. 37. 
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king, that he seized the chapel and its possessions ; and they 
remained vested in the crown until a vicar of the chapel sub- 
mitted himself to the authority of the Bishop of Chichester, as 
if independent of the king {quasi indefensus a Rege), and the 
Bishop of Chichester began to exercise jurisdiction over the 
vicar. This aroused Henry II to regrant to the Bishops of . 
Exeter his entire interest in and title to the chapelry of 
Bosham, with all its ancient rights and privileges ; and thus 
the canons and others officiating in this chapelry, with their 
chattels, again became exempt, as from time immemorial they 
had previously been, from ordinary jurisdiction ; and from that 
time the Bishops of Exeter collated to the prebends, and in- 
stalled the prebendaries of this chapel, irrespective of the con- 
currence of the Bishops of Chichester. 

The hundred and manor of Bosham also received great 
privileges and exemptions from the same king, some of which 
are still claimed and allowed, having been confirmed by Jamesl. 
They are recited in an indenture of the 7th of Elizabeth, in 
which Lord Berkley, the lord of the manor, in the settlement 
of a dispute between him and the tenants, recognizes his 
manor as an ancient demesne sometime in the hands of 
Edward the Confessor, and as having been always so reputed 
and held. 

The prebends of this church were named as of Waleton or 
Walton, Chidham, Westbrooke, Funtington, and Appledram. 
The endowment of each of these is to be learned from a 
survey of this college among the records of the dean and 
chapter of Chichester. It is undated ; but from some cir- 
cumstances noticed in it we are enabled to decide, that it 
must have been made previous to the year 1648. The first 
college oflfice mentionea is the sexton's, which was then en- 
dowed with a small tenement near the church. No money 
value is put upon this. The prebend of Waleton, or Wdton, 
was endowed with a messuage and tenement situated within 
the tithing of Walton, anciently the prebendal house, and 
with 87^ acres of tithe-free land, formerly the glebe land of 
the college, valued at £60. The prebend of Funtington was 
endowed with the great and small tithes of the tithings of 
Funtington, and of East and West Ashling, in the parish of 
Funtington, valued at £89. The prebend of Chidham was 

VIII. 25 
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endowed with the tithes of corn and grain grown in the parish 
of Chidham, valued at £60. The prebend of Appledram was 
endowed with a small croft lying on the west side of the mill 
lane, in the parish of Appledbam, and with all the great and 
small tithes accruing yearly within it, together with two quar- 
ters of barley due yearly from the tenant of the deanery farm, 
valued at £40. 6s. 8d, The college also possessed generally 
the great and small tithes of the several tithings of Bosham, 
Walton, Westbrooke, Southwood, and other parts of the parish 
of Bosham, except a portion of the small tithes of these 
tithings, which belonged to the vicar of Bosham. These tithes 
were valued at £160. Total value of the prebendal and col- 
legiate property, £409. 6«. Sd. 

An earlier valuation of the college possessions states the 
name of the incumbent of each prebend at the time it was 
made, as well as its value, as follows :-^ 

Prebend. Inennibent. Yalae. 

^"fzS- '""""' ^°^«^^^ '''''' 

Walyton Thomas Southern 17 6 8 

Chidham Richard Redman 8 19 4 

Westbrooke Thomas Cheyney 11 13 4 

Appledram Thomas Bedyle 14 15 

Total . . . JB76 1 

In the Nonae return the prebends are valued at £53.6*.8rf. 

By their ancient foundation charter, the dean and pre- 
bendaries were required to expend 5*. annually in donations 
to the poor. 

The stalls of the prebendaries, with their misereres, still 
remain in the chancel of the church. They are of oak, and, 
though probably of the date of Henry VII, in a tolerable state 
of preservation. At each end is hjleur-de-lis. 

The site of the college is on the south side of the church- 
yard, where some detached parts of the ancient buildings still 
remain. A portion of these buildings was for many years occu- 
pied as the vicarage-house ; but this the present incumbent 
has lately taken down, having erected a new vicarage-house 
upon a different site. The most perfect of these parts was a 
pointed-arch doorway, leading through the original fence wall 
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into the enclosure in which the college stood ; and the remains 
of the wall itself, which was of stone and of great thickness, 
and which may be traced a considerable distance running east 
and west. An engraving of the old vicarage*house will be 
found in Dallaway's History of the Rape of Chichester, 
Within this enclosure lay for many years the head of a colossal 
figure, supposed by some to be the head of the Saxon god 
Woden, but by others the head of Trajan. Dallaway's opinion* 
is that it belonged to a statue of St. Christopher, the patron 
saint of seafaring men. It was dug up near the church, and 
is now in the garden of the palace of Chichester. 

The architecture- of the church will be so fully described in 
a work now preparing for publication, that nothing need be 
said of it here. I may however mention, that upon the pre- 
sent incumbent opening the stone coffin in the wall of the 
church, near the entrance to the crypt, which was supposed 
to contain the remains of a Saxon abbot, nothing was found 
except the bones of a man lying under its Sussex marble slab 
covering. This stone coffin appeared to have enclosed a wooden 
one with a roof-shaped lid. 

A MS. history of Bosham, written some time during the 
seventeenth century, states, that in the year 1637, the inha- 
bitants pointed out to the writer, Mr. John Smythe,® the 
foundations of an ancient building near the parish church, 
which from time immemorial had been called '' St. Bede's 
Chapel.'' It is described as "a small chapel not larger in 
circuit than Bede maketh the cell of Dicul thereto adjoining 
to be." This probably was the remains of the college chapel. 

On the north side of the chancel of the church, which was 
founded in 1280, there was a small chantry, which was en- 
dowed with 32 acres of land at Appledram, the tax of which, 
according to the Nonse return, was valued at 8«. 

The college survived until the general dissolution of mo- 
nastic institutions by Henry VIII, at which period the canons 
were reduced to three. The college residence was first 
granted to Vincent Calmady ; but the prebendal estates were 
retained by the crown until the 6th of Elizabeth, when they 
were granted to Sir Richard Sackville, at a reserved rent of 

* ThiB Mr. J. Bmjthfl left in MS. ft life of the BerUeys, Lorda of Boeham, now in 
tiie College of Armi. 
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£35. 68. lOd,, who, in the same year, exchanged them and the 
manors of Eastergate and Birdham Bromer with the dean 
and chapter of Chichester for the lands of the dissolved priory 
of Wilmington. 

It appears from the Sancroft Papers, in the Bodleian Library, 
Oxford,^ that by the alienation of these estates the collegiate 
church sustained so much damage that its necessary repairs 
could no longer be effected. To meet this difficulty then, a 
grant was made to it of the estate at Bosham, at that time 
under lease for three lives, at a reserved rent of £43. lO^., 
which left about £370 per annum dear to the church. But by 
a resolution of the dean and chapter, passed September 16th, 
1565, this arrangement was altered, and a determination come 
to, that this lease should not be renewed, but that at its ex- 
piration the full value of the estate should be applied towards 
defraying the expenses of the church. In 1633 these lives had 
all faUen, and this arrangement should have taken effect ; but 
instead of this, the estate was claimed by Sir John Howell, of 
Wrotham,inKent,Knt.,a man of considerable influence at court, 
under the powers of a lease for ninety -nine years, purporting to 
have been granted to him by Sir Richard Sackville before the 
expiration of the previous one. The dean and chapter, naturally 
suspecting this lease to be a forgery, determined to test its 
validity in a court of law ; but, before a decision had been 
obtained, the matter was finally settled at the suggestion and 
under the authority of the crown, by an agreement between 
the litigating parties, that the suspected lease should be can- 
ceUed, and a new one granted to the same tenant for three 
lives, under the official seal of the dean and chapter of 
Chichester. 

After the death of Sir John Howell, the estate thus renewed 
passed to his widow ; but her right to possession was disputed 
by the heir-at-law, who, for want of funds to prosecute his 
claim, was compelled to enter into a compromise with Lady 
Howell, by which a fresh lease was granted to him out of 
feelings of compassion, as was then thought, but in reality 
through the instrumentality of Dr. Ede, the precentor of the 
church of Chichester, who had clandestinely purchased his 
rights, and who, for the advancement of his own interest, had 

* Tanner, MSS., 149, p. 118. 
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used his influence with the dean and chapter to bring about this 
amicable arrangement. Under the covenants of this lease an 
annual rent pf £200 was reserved, to be applied from time to 
time, as occasion might require, in the reparation of the fabric 
of the church of Bosham. And every dean and residentiary, 
in taking the oath to observe the statutes of the church of 
Chichester generally, was required, by a statute passed for 
that purpose, to make special mention of another statute, 
binding them not to procure or accept of any compensation 
for revoking it, which statute was directed to be registered in 
the registry, as well of the dean and chapter as of the bishops 
of Chichester, and in that of the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
that they might inquire into and enforce its strict observance. 

The subsequent possessors of this estate were John Frank- 
laud, in right of his wife, who was heir to Dr. Ede, and 
Richard Barwell, Esq., of Stanstead Park, by purchase of 
Erankland. The lessee was bound to keep all the college 
buildings, including the chancels of Bosham, Chidham, Apple- 
dram, and Funtington churches, in repair ; also to make and 
deliver to the dean and chapter of Chichester, every tenth 
year, a true and perfect terrier of the glebes and lands, with 
their boundaries, and a list of the other profits of the college ; 
and to pay, besides the reserved rent, out of the prebend of 
Chidham, to the vicar of Bosham £4, as a yearly pension ; 
and to the archdeacon of Chichester 138. ^d, for procurations ; 
out of each of the prebends of Chidham and Walton, to the 
vicar of Chidham, 23*. 4e?. ; out of the prebend of Walton, to 
Lord Berkley, l^. as lord of the manor of Bosham ; out of the 
prebend of Funtington, to the officiating minister of the chapel 
of Funtington, £6. 13*. ^d,\ and out of the prebend of Apple- 
dram, to the officiating curate of the chapel of Appledram, £6. 
There was also due to the dean and chapter of Chichester a fee- 
farm rent of £85. 6*., which was reserved to the crown in the 
lessee's patent of the grant of Bosham, and by the crown 
assigned to them. 

Many of the lands about the church, and in different parts 
of the parish, are still called by names denoting the particular 
benefit or purpose in the college or church to which the 
profits of such lands were applied. 

From the Bishops' Registers, we learn that the right of 
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presentation to Bosham church has been exercised as follows : 
— From 1412 to 1535, by the coUege of Bosham ; from 1535 
to 1613, by the crown ; and from 1613 to the present time, 
by the dean and chapter of Chichester. Of the earlier pre- 
sentations we have no information. 

The Sawon Chronicle notices some important events which 
took place at Bosham from 1045 to 1049. 

In the year 1180, Herebertus de Bosham, an eminent 
native of this parish, who was secretary to Thomas a Becket, 
and present at his assassination, and who was made a cardinal 
by Pope Alexander III, wrote, in Latin, the life of this mar- 
tyred archbishop, which became so popular that scarcely a 
religious house in England was without a copy of it. 

The dates of the several grants to the college are, as far as 
I have been able to ascertain them, as follows : — 1205 (6th of 
John); 1283 (11th of Edw. I); 1319 (12th of Edw. II); 
1371 (44th of Edw. Ill) ; 1386 (9th of Rich. II), and 1406 
(7th of Hen. IV). 

The following deeds and documents are referred to in the 
preceding account : — 

'' Inquisitio capta apud Brembleshute, coram Henrico de Stanton, et sociis 
suis, Sec. die Veneris crastino Nativitatis Beate Marie, anno r. R. E. xxij^, et 
modo veniunt Edvardus de Easseleigb, Monachus de Persbute ; Robertns de 
Norton, miles ; Henricus de Herting, Minister, de com. Sussex ; Uenricus de 
Monteforti, miles ; Eobertus le Doel. ; Johannes Prodbomme, et Will. Huse, 
Minister de com. Surrey; Jobannes Eandolf ; Jobannes de Tycbebome; 
Jacobus de Norton, milites, et Ricardus de Westcote, Minister de com. 
Sutbampton ; qui dicunt super sacramenta sua, et inteUigunt, quod capellaria 
de Bosebam, tempore prime fimdationis fuit exempta et immunis, ut libera 
capella regis, ab omni jurisdictione ordinaria, fundata et dotata per progeni- 
tores regum Anglic, et situata in solio Domini Regis, qui tunc temporis 
regna?it. Et dicunt, ut ilia, quse tunc temporis vocabatur capellaria de 
Bosebam, nunc a quibusdam nominatur ecclesia de Bosebam. Dicunt etiam, 
quod dicta capellaria, a tempore prime fundationis, fuit exempta, ut predi* 
citur, in manibus Regum, quouscunque quidam Rex contulit dictam capel- 
lariam cuidam tunc episcopo Exoniensi, teneri sibi et successoribus suis, adeo 
libere, sicut Reges cam tenuerunt, Et sic remansit exempta in manibus 
Exon. Episooporum usque ad tempus Regis Henrid II, quo tempore quidam 
tunc Exon. Episcopus adbesit Beato Tbome Martyri, tunc in exilio posito, 
ministrando ei in quibusdam necessariis. Ob quod idem Rex Henricus, ira 
motus, seziri fecit capellariam predictam, cum aliis possessionibus ad earn 
pertinentibus, et sic remansit dicta capellaria in manibus Regum per longa 
tempora. Quibus compertis, quidam vicarius, in dicta capellaria ministrans 
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?mbu8dain paroduania dicte capeUarie, subjedt se ministrationi tunc Episcopi 
)icest. et ei fecit obedientiam, quasi indefensus a Bege. Et sic Episcopi 
Cicestrenses hue usque jurisdictionem ordinariam exercuerunt in eundem 
vicarium, et successoies suos dictam vicariam obtinentes. Et dicunt,.quod 
postea Dominus Rex Henricus, avus Domini Begis nunc, concessit Episcopis 
Exonien. quodcunque (sic) suum dicte capeUarie de Boseham cum omnibus 
juribus et libertatibus ad eandem capellariam antiquitus pertinentibus. Et 
dicunt, quod omnes canonici ejusdem capeUarie, cum ceteris ministris, et 
eortOn bonis, semper a tempore, quo non extat memoria, fuerunt exempti et 
immunes a junsdictione ordinarii diocesani. Et Episcopus Exon. semper 
contuUt prebendas, et instaUavit prebendarios, irrequisito assensu ordinarii 
diocesani. In quorum testimonium predicti jurati huic inquisitioni sigiUa 
sua apposuerunt." (22 Edw. I. 1294.) 

" qui dicunt super sacramentum suum, quod apud Boseham, 

in Choro Ecdesie sunt sex canonici seculares, habentes sex prebendas di\asas. 
Et dicunt, quod Episcopi Exon. ex ooncessione Begum AngUe, Progenitorum 
Begis nunc, conferunt prebendas iUas, et canonicos instituunt et destituunt, 
cum fuerunt destituendi, et hoc propria auctoritate. Et quod predicti 
canonici, seu eorum prebende, nee bona sua propria prebendarum iUarum, vel 
eomm ministri, in Choro Ecclesie de Boseham ministrantes, nunquam per 
aliquem Archidiaconum Cicestrensem predecessorum dicti Archidiaconi, qui 
nunc est, yisitati fuerunt, nee aliquam jurisdictionem in eis exercuerunt, 
quouscunque dictus Archidiaconus, et ejus officiaUs, qui nunc sunt, tempore 
suo primo jurisdictionem ordinariam in predictis choro, canonicis, ministris, 
prebendis exercuerunt. Et dicunt, quod unus predictorum canonicorum, 
tenens prebendam, que Tocatur prebenda parochialis vicarii, in corpore ecclesie 
confert, et yicarium constituit. In quem quidem vicarium curam animarum 
parochianorum in corpore ecclesie extra choro habentem predictus Archidia- 
conus, et suooessores sui, Archidiaconi Cicestrenses, jurisdictionem ordinariam 
hucusque exercuerunt." (12 Edw. II. 1819.) 

The following extracts from the Episcopal Registers of the 
diocese (Bishop Rede's Register, No. 6) have reference to the 
dispute which arose between the Bishops of Exeter and 
Chichester, on the subject of jurisdiction over the college, 
alluded to at p. 191 : — 

"Postea die Pasche in xt die, anno Begis nunc xv^ (1323), venerunt predicti 
Badulphus de Kyburgh, et Wiltiebnus atte See, per Thomam Thorpe, Attor- 
natum suum, et similiter jurati, &c. Qui dicunt super sacramenta sua, quod 
predictus Badulphus de Byburgh, anno Begni Begis nunc xvj^ ad mandatum 
Episcopi Exonien. Decani Capelle de Boseham predicte, proponentis et in- 
tendentis yisitare eandem Capellam, et Chorum Prebendariorum, et Ministros, 
8ummoni?it quosdam Prebendarios Capelle predicte ad comperendum coram 
eodem Episcopo et Decano ejusdem Capelle in visitatione sua in Capella pre- 
dicta die veneris in crastino Epiphanie Domini anno supradicto. Qui quidem 
Badulphus postea, ad mandatum Johannis Episcopi Cicest. predicti, summo* 
nitionem predictorum prebendariorum, ex parte predicti Episcopi Exon. De- 
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cani Capelle predicte per ipsum factam revocavit, et ex parte ipsiiis Episoopi 
Cioest. inhibuit eisdem prebendariis, ne aliquis ipsonim coram prefato £pis- 
copo Exon., Decano Capelle predicte, ad diem predictam comperet ; et idem 
Badulphus coram predicto Episcopo Exon. Decano, &c., ad diem predictam 
comperere non curavit. Et quoad predictum Willielmum atte See dicunt, 
quod Episcopus Cioest. percipiens predictum Episcopum Exon. Decanum, &c. 
Tolentem ibidem visitare, misit ipsum Will, atte See cum literis ipsius Episcopi 
Cicest. ad predictum Episcopum Exon. venientem versus Boseham pro 
visitatione sua predicta facienda. Qui quidem Will", die Mercurii in Yigilia 
Epipbanie anno supradicto, obveniendo ipso Episcopo Exon. juxta Hertyng, 
monuit ipsum Episcopum Exon., ex pflji« predicti Episoopi Cicest., et ei 
inhibuit, sub pena excommunicationis, ne apud Boseham acoederet ad aliquam 
visitationem in capella predicta Chororum Prebendariorum, et Ministrorum 
faciendam. Et dicunt, quod predicti Willielmus ei Badulphus jurisdictionem 
ordinariam in Capella predicta et in Choro Prebendariorum et ministrorum 
ejusdem in forma predicta, et non alio modo, contra banc prohibitionem 
Begis, exercuerunt. Et quod compertum est per juratos istos, quod predicti 
Badulphus et Willielmus contra Domini Begis, &c. Et predictus WiUiebnus 
in hoe, quod predictum Episcopum Exon. Decanum, &c., ex parte predicti 
Episcopi Cioest. monuit et inhibuit, &c. 

" Postea a die Pasche in xv die anno Begni Begis nunc xvij^ venerunt 
predicti Decanus et Capitulum per Thomam de Shaw attomatum suum, et 
similiter jurati, qui dicunt super sacramenta sua, quod Johannes Episcopus 
Cicest. misit quendam Willielmum atte See cum literis ipsius Episcopi ad 
Walterum Episcopum Exon. Decanum Capelle de Boseham, venientem versus 
Boseham, pro Capella predicta et Choro Prebendariorum et Ministrorum 
ejusdem visitanda. Qui quidem Willielmus die Mercurii in Yigilia Epiphanie 
Domini, anno Begis nunc xvij^ obveniendo predicto Episcopo Exon. juxta 
Hertyng, monuit ipsum Episcopum Exon. Decanum, &c., et ex parte predicti 
Episcopi Cicest. ei inhibuit, sub pena excommunicationis, ne apud Bioseham 
accederet ad Capellam predictam et Chorum Prebendariorum et Ministrorum 
ejusdem visitandam. Qui quidem Episcopus Exon. Decanus, &c., nihilomiims 
ad predictam Capellam accessit» et ibidem die Veneris in crastmo Epiphanie 
Domini, tunc proximo sequente visitavit. Et predictus Episcopus Cioest. 
apud Cicestriam existens, hoc percipiens, assumptis secum Decano et quibus- 
dam canonicis Cioestrie, et predicto Willielmo atte See [blank in oriff,'] eodem 
die Veneris accesserunt ad quendam locum in Ecclesia Cathedrale Cicest. et 
ibidem, presentibus dictis Decano Cioest. et Willielmo atte See, et quibusdam 
aliis Canonicis Cicest. statim super ipsum Episcopum Exon. sententiam excom- 
municationis fulminavit. Quam quidem sententiam idem Decanus Ecclesie 
Cicest. in Ecclesiis Parochianis Civitatis Cicestrie, et in Ecclesiis de Fishbourne, 
Bombaldswyche et Sancti Pancratii ex Porta Civitatis predicte, -que sunt in 
jurisdictione ejusdem Decani, ad Mandatum Episcopi Cicest. pronundavit. 
£t dicunt, quod predicti Decanus et Capitulum Cicest. nuUam jurisdictionem 
ordinariam in Capella predicta et Choro Prebendarum et Ministrorum qjusdem 
contra prohibitionem Begiam exercuerunt nisi tamen quod predictus Decanus 
dictam sententiam per Dominum Episcopum Cioest. in ipsum Episcopum 
Exon. Decanum Capelle predicte fulminatam ad mandatum ejusdem Episcopi 
Cicest. pronunciavit. Ideo," &c. a.d. 1323. 



NOTICES OF WINCHELSEA IN AND AFTER THE 

FIFTEENTH CENTURY. 

BY WILLIAM DURRANT COOPER, F.S.A. 



The meeting holden at Winchelsea in the summer of 1854^ 
enabled me to call the attention of our members to some 
matters connected with this ancient town, which had been 
left unnoticed, or were but briefly referred to, in my His- 
tory; and I am anxious to place several facts on record 
which have come to my knowledge since 1850. 

Among the Carlton House Ride MSS. has been found a 
copy of the charters and many interesting extracts from 
the town records made on March 17, 1560-1, entitled "A 
Certificate of Wm. Egglestone,^ Mayor of the towne and porte 
of New Wynchelsey, and his brethrene, made by the co- 
maundement of William Lord Marquess of Wynchester (Lord 
Treasurer of Ingliande), and Richard Sackvyle, Knt. (Vice 
Treasurer), Sir Walter Mildmaye, Knt. (Chancellor of the 
Exchequer), and GUbert Gerard (Attorney General of the 
Queue s Majesty), of all the writings yet found in the towne 
of New Wynchelsey that do concern and touche the title of 
the Manor of Iham, as by o^' liberties do declare the bounds 
thereof, to the Quene^s Highness out of the Exchequer the 
6th March, 3 Elizabeth, 1560/' The original Inspeximus 
Charters of 15th June, 5 Henry IV, and 14th February, 
8 Henry IV, were then in existence, and also the charter 
dated at Westminster, 5th June, 3 Henry IV, to wall and 
ditch the town ; and copies are transmitted. And in the 
Cotton MSS.* there exist many materials for a fuller history 
of the town, whilst it was yet flourishing in that part of the 
reign of Henry VI which preceded the last attack of the 
French. From this MS., as most worthy of extract, I give 

» He was M.P. for the town, 7 Edw. VI. - Julius, B. W. 

VIIT. 26 
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the following curious and very early list ' of the customs of 
the town, indicating a large amount of trade in wine, &c. ; — 

OBDINAKCES OF THB TOWN AlO) HASBOUB^ 

temp. Hek. TI. 



*' Theis ben the ordynance made on Sunday,^ 

the XXV day of Aprill, and the yer of the 
reigne of Ring H. ¥!*«, y« Y^ (1427), 
in the hundred ther held. 

*'Ijfr8i. That al manner strangers as well dynsyns (denizens) as fraunchysed 
{freemen) pay the malitote ^ of all manner merchaundyse after the ordynaunoe 
of old tyme used and acustumed. 

"Of the old expenses, — Abo, that the costes of wryttes and retoums of 
writts of sute of partye ben rered {raised) of hem that thay ben take for, yf 
thay be of operation in the franchise. 

*'That no man breke no hoik without leve ofMayr, — Also, yt all manner 
merchaundyse as well deynseins franchysed as nott franchysyd and strangers 
eomyng and bryngyng merchandyse into y* havyn to sel ther merchaundioe 
or yt will breke ther bulke; It is ordenyd and affermed by the Mayr, 
Bayliff, Jurats, and all the comonalte, that the maister of that schyp so 
eomyng in com to the mayr and truly certefy be his othe he oweth to y* Kyng 
and to y* town how moche chafer or merchundyse is within his schip and 
whoB they ben or perteyn to, and also y' commonalties derke entre the 
mayster's name and the schip with al said parcels of the merchaundise in 
yt conteyud after the quantite of the maister's knowlege, and that every 
maister of vessell thus eomyng in by warned by his host, who so he be, to 
hold and kepe this ordynance up on payn of losyng to the eyde (aid) of the 
town XX9. ; and to be rered of the schipp and merchaundise by the mayr. 

**That no man by no merchandise aJbov c. — Also, that no manner man by no 
manner chafer or merchaundise within the fraunchise, or eomyng in to the 
firaunchise or havyn, of soche chafer or merchaundise that the value of it ex- 
oedith the sum of an c«. that all manner chafer so browght into the fraunchise 
by lond or be water to be sold exoedyne the som above sayd be profered first 



s JuUas,B.iv,fol. 24 b. 

^ The hundred court seems to have 
been usually held on the Sunday during 
this reign, and prisoners to have been 
tried on that day. In his most valuable 
Abstract and Illustrations of the Boll of 
Bishop Swinfield, the Bev. John Webb 
shows, that at the close of the thirteenth 
oentuiy the obsenranoe of the Sabbath 
was by no means strict. It was on a 
Sunday that the bishop made his bow at 
court, and secular business was transacted. 
On a Sunday also the bishop's nephew 
and chanceUor of Hertford, under the 
bishop's own roof, entered into a contract 
for borrowing money for the prelate's use. 
In the time of Henry YI nowerer the 
clergy and prelates endeaTOured to obtain 
abetterobserranoeoftheSabbath. Traffic, 



if not absolutely prevented, was kept within 
as strict limits as the necessities of the 
flock permitted. There were petitions by 
the dergy, and proclamations by bishops, 
against barbers Keeping their shops (then, 
the great places of resort for gossips) open 
on Sunday (Wilk. voL iii, pp. 352-868); 
and Holinshed and Gbafton chronicle the 
failure of the attempt in the city of Lon- 
don to shut up victuallers' houses, and 
to preTcnt shoemakers and tailors from 
taking home to their customers on the 
Sunday the shoes and garments they had 
made during the week. 

• Town dues. By stat 25 Edw. I, 
c. 7, it was interpreted to be a toll of 
40«. for every sack of wool, — CoweVs Lam 
Diet. 1727. 
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to the mayr and commonalty to by, alway avysed tbat yf the mayr and the com- 
monalty refuse that chafer or merchaundise, that then it shall be leful for every 
man to by at his owen lust. And every franchised man beyng at the bying 
part with the byer after his propertye yf he dayme parte, and with a straunge 
byer to have hidfe yf he will chalange to. And that this ordynans be kept, 
the Mayr and Bayliff and Jurats, &c., have establyshed to be observed upon 
payn of xv«. to be rered by the mayr at every tyme of hym as that in soche 
wyse agayns this ordynans offendith. 

" Thai no stranger set no gods to another stranger, — ^AIso, that no stranger 
sel no gods to another stranger, yff any iranchised man will clayme parte. 

"Ft no stranger ley no teyn a land withoute leve, — Also, it is ordyned and 
affermed that all straungers that louden wyne within the fraunchyse, and schip 
it agayn without the mayor's leve, that thay pay for every ton wyne schypped 
agayn or sold in the sclup or on loud to straunger or fraunclused ^«., except 
it be sold to the hole commonalty in grete. 

"Thai no stranger sell no wyn without leve qfthe mayor, — Also, that no 
stranger sel no wyn so layd on land in parcell without kiiowleche and leve of 
the mayr and comons have refused the hole upon payn of xv«. to be rered of 
the byer and the seller in mone at every tyme so offendyng agaynst this 
ordynance by the mayr. 

" Thai no strange merchand sell no wyn to another strange merchaunde, — 
Also, that no strange merchant sell no wyn within the franchyse to no 
stranger upon payn of xl«. of the seller, to be rered by the mayr withoute 
leve of the mayr. 

" Also, that all manner of goods, as vitaylis or merchandyse, taken over the 
see or broughte into the franchyse and sold or bowsed, and so as that gode 
is tomed to merchaundise, the viteler therof schall pay malitote for that gode 
alter the quantite as is of old tyme used. 

" Also, it is ordyned by the mayr and commonalty, that the common 
weyghers, drowers, or porters of the town be charged by their othis duly and 
tridy to certefye the mayor and the common clerke ^ it to entre, in tyme of 
byndage and all other tymys of the yer, from whom, whether, and how moche 
wyne, oyl, hoay, wax, or any other merchaundise tonned, pypyd, barelled, or 
bayled, that thay cary up, in payn of forfate their offyse, and eche of the 
porters to pay for that offense yj«. vigc?., to be rered for defawte of certefying 
to the mayr. 

" Also, that all manner chafer, merchaundise, and gods, what ever thay be, 
carried in the town and sold and retayled by bonds, pay malitote as for soche 
gods of old tyme used. 

" Also, that all men fraunchysed and deynsyns holdyng opyn schoppe pay 
for his schopp after the quantyte of the schopp ; and yf thay hold more than 
on, pay for as many as every holde opend and severally parted. 

" Also, that every man of the town that byeth any com oute of the town or 
in the town, and selleth it agayn within Inglond, schall pay of every some^ 1^. 



' Thomas Ghrevt was town clerk in 1427 
and till 23 Hen.YI (1444) ; at Easter 1446, 
Thomas Westynden of Hastings appears 
as his successor. Cotton, Jalius,B.iY, p. 72. 

7 The seame, sum, or horseload, required 
by the Statute of Assise, temp, Edw. I, 
to be a weight of 1001b., by which so 



manv saleable articles were measured or 
weighed, savs the Bev. John Webb 
(Boll of Bichard de Swinfield, note^ 
p. 116) "was a rude oontrivanoe suited 
to miserable roads, over which no wheels 
could make way, and has been always 
adopted in mountainous districts." I 
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" Also, that no man forstall no vitayle oomyng into the townward, upon payn 
of iij«. iiij(f., and forfaytyng of the same yitaylis; 

''Also, that no schapman strauuger stond in the town in no place but in the 
markett place, upon pain of iii«. iiijc?., and that the ost of hym wham hym of 
this ordynaunce, and that no schapman called hawkers be sofered no mor to 
go in the town to sell their schafer. 

" Also, that all manner schapmen and artificers that be no freeman pay 
double malitote, and that be countrollyng of men of the same craft. 

"Also, that no manner of strauuger hold no schoppe or craft nor merchaun- 
dyse opyn .in the town without leve of the mayr over a yer and a day, but 
he be made freman or make a fyne with the mayr, and also pay double 
malitote for his schafer or art that he used. 

" And that the mayr that is and for the tyme shall be governing se and 
ordayn that all gode and olde ordynaunces afor tyme made and now renewed 
be holden, kept, and susteyned, and that the payne afore singulerly specyfyed 
be rered of the brekers of the ordynaunces, and that the mayr acompte of 
them so arered, and that he do duly and opynly this execucion ; and for the 
faute of leve of the same payn at his acomptz to be charged with the same 
payn and of hym to be rered. 

" Also, it is ordeyued that every lyscher bote of Pycardy comyng into the 
fraunchys pay at his first comyng in, to the eyde of the town v«. of sterlyng, 
and at every season that iche of them make and come into the fraunchys, pay 
and ddyver to the n[uiyr of the town iij makerells, yf so many be in the bote, 
as our men done (have done) with them. 

" Also, that all manner straungers or fraunchysed sellyng belletts within the 
fraunchyse pay to the town of every m^ wode so sold withm the fraunchyse or 
withoute, id. 

"Also, of all manner schafer, as wax, hony, frute, sope, oyle, or other 
schafer that is sold, pay of the pownde ii^d. of that part is notte stendid by 
the old malitote. 

" Also, that no common woman dwelle in no strete of the town, but in the 
utmost parte of the town, upon payn of losyng and paying every quarter to the 
town her tyme abydyng ther in vi«. viijrf., and x^rf. quarterly to the serjeante, 
to rere it or pay it hymself after he hat he knowledge ; and that no common 
woman be found walkyng in the town after coverfeus^ upon payn of iij«.iiij(/., 
and that sche wher (wear) no hode within the town, upon payn of losyng it. 

'* Also, that no bochor ne other man throw no gore ne felth by syde the 
wallis, upon payn of i^«. wjd. to be rered of hym that so offendith therein. 

"Also, that what man can prove or certefy the mayr of any man that casted 
any last or dong into the havyn, the prover therof shall have xij^., and he that 
doth it to pay the sayd x^(/., and for that offence to pay to the town xxs. 

"Jfftfc cofutit. (Sunday) iij die Appl, A^ R. K Henrici Fin xviijo (1440). 

" Also, that no schyp ne vessell festen no rope on the common key, ne lay 
no(ne) above on lond to moor by, but he pay for every rope so layd on land 

may add, that the roads must have been in Sussex, now means a measure or load of 

bad indeed, and the horses very indifTerent, 8 bushels, which, of wheat, would weigh 

when 1001b. was a load, whilst at the some 4801b., or of oats 3201b. 

present day the winner of every Derby, at > The curfew is still tolled at St. 

three years old, and running at full speed, Clement's, Hastings, 
carries 119 lb. The seam or horseload, 
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Id.^ what vessell so it be, at eveiy tyme the vessell remevith thens and comithe 
agayn. 

" Also that CTery man that occupy eth the key pay warfage, that is to say, 
for every tun wyn layd a land on the key, 1^.; for every tonn of other chafer. 
Id. ; for every bale of iiij*. and above. Id.; for every iij^ and benethe, id,; for 
every berthen that ij men ber, id.; for every horslode, id,; for every whayne 
or cart lode that oomythe on the key with wheles, id. ; for stalage of ijj"*' 
beletts, id. ; for every horse or grete best schypped or unschypped ther. Id.; 
for vi^ shepe. Id.; for every lode broght with an hors of what gode sumever 
it be, id. 

" Also, that no vessell ley abord the key on no side, but in tyme of ladyng 
or dyscharging the sayd vessell in lettyng of other vessels vetelers. And if it 
ly lenger to pay the wharfage at every tyme ud. that the vessell is remeved. 
Alway avysed that no veteler be lett ne non other vessell to charge or dys- 
charge at the kay where most ese may ben by color or favor for the ij(/., bot 
that the vessels be remeved at all tyme necessarye and avayle to the warfage." 

In the same reign ^ was issued this proclamation, to regu- 
late the quiet and sanitary state of the town : — 

"The Maire and Jurats of Wynchelse chargen and comaunden in our 
sovereigne lord the Kyng's behalf, that no manner persones or persone, of 
what degre or condicion that they or he be, make any asemblees, insurrec- 
cions, congregacions, or afFynitees, contrary to the statute theruppon ordeyned 
and estabUshed, upon payne in the same conteigned. 

" Also that no manner persone witliin this towne holdyng any hostrye or 
otherwise, logge any persone suspected, vacabound, ne estranger, lenger than 
one nyght and one day withoute a cause resonable accordyng to the statute, 
upon payne in the same statute conteigned, or ellis to geve the maire of this 
seid town enknowleche therof, upon payne of imprisonement. 

** Item, that no manner persones play at tenyse, dyse, cards, quoit, nor at 
the bowlys, nor at any other unlawfull game in the strete, nor at the towne 
grene, upon payne of every persone so founde playing xij</., as ofte as they 
soo play. 

" Item, that no manner persones lete their hoggs to renne at large in the 
strets of this town contrarie to the auncient usages and custumes aforetyme 
usyd and acustumed, upon payne of sleing of the same hoggs. 

" Item, that al manner persones havyng any shepe, suffre not them to rome 
at large in the strets, but only to kepe them dose in pastures, upon payn of 
every poll id, to be payde withouten any pardon. 

" Item, that all bouchers slee ne selle any unholsom ne corrupt vitaill, upon 
payne of every ridder '^^ best so slayn iij«. iiijrf., and every other best xijrf. ; 
nor that the said bouchers kepe their vitaill upon ther stalle lenger then it be 
good and holsom for the King's liege people, upon payne of imprisonment. 

" Item, that no manner (man) were ne here any sword, byllys, ne glevys, or 
any other unlefull wepyn, upon payne of imprisonement and forfeiture of the 
same unlefuU wepyn. 

" Item, that no manner persone dwellyng within this town, being no fran- 

» Cotton, JuliuB, B. iv, fol. 26. "° Full-grown, finished, or fetted. 
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chised, broclie auy wyne without lioenoe of the maier, upon payne of every 
pipe of wyne so broched ig«. iiij^. 

" Item, that all bouchers from hensforth cast no blood ne other oorrapcion 
of soche best as they slee in Mondayez market, ne upon the pendantz of this 
town, nor in the strets of the same, upon payne of imprisonment. 

" Item, that no manner man cast any dung, thust, or caren over the town 
wall, upon payne of lesyng of m)d. and hys body to prison ; and that no man 
make any dunghylls in the strets nor afore theire dooris, nor to cast any 
caren in the strets, upon payne of forfetur of xije^. ; and that every man 
avoyde all soche dunghills as ben now in the strets and afore theire dooris by 
Whitsontyde next oomyng, upon payn of losyng of via. viij^. to be paide 
withoute any pardon. 

" Item, that all the bakers of this town bake from hensforth onys in the 
weke ferdyng ^^ brede, yf they bake any what brede, upon payn of xij^. as ofke 
as thei doo the oontrie. 

" Item, that no man dyg nor undremyn any sand of the pendaunts, undre 
y" town waUs, upon payn of vj«. viiji." 

Conipur^alion. — It is from the Cotton MS. that Sir Francis 
Palsgrave^^ took the inquisition, tried on Sunday, 24th April, 
13 Henry VI (1435), on the death of Alyce Colynborough, 
when Agnes Archer was allowed to be cleared by the oath of 
Compurgation of twelve out of thirty-six good and lawful men 
duly summoned; but Sir Francis was unable to find the 
mode in which the jury were summoned. The same case is 
mentioned in Egglestone's return as taken out of the parch- 
ment book of the hundred court holden on Sunday, 24th 
April, before Thomas Thunder, Mayor ; and in the 6th clause 
of the Custumal,^* the mode of summoning the jury, and of 
proceeding, is thus given : — 

*^ Acquittance of a Felon, — It is ordained in the usages of Winchelsea, that 
when a man ought to be acauitted by thirty-six men, that first the names of 
the thirty-six men shall be aeliveredto the bailiff by the man who is appealed, 
in writing, and those thirty-six men ought to be called by their names ; and 
if any of them, when called, be absent and answer not, then the man that is 
appealed shall be put to death. And if they all appear, and answer by name, 
the which being called then of the king's grace that shall be the best twelve 
of the said thirty-six men, and the grace of the mayor and of the sworn men, 
twelve, so that the mayor and bailiff of them all cause twelve, the which left 
them, to swear what the man, who is appealed, shall swear on a book, that he 
is not guilty of that which he is appealed of, as God him help, and the Holy 
Church, and so kiss the book. After that the twelve men that have been 
chosen to swear shall confirm the same oath, that the man appealed made, 
and so the man appealed to quit. If any of the twelve men withdraw their 

" Probably "fourth** class, or the » Julius, B. it, 57b.; App. to Eng. 

most common brown bread. Commonwealth, cxTii. 

^ Cooper's Winchelsea, p. 219. 
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bands, and will not swear, then shall he who is appealed be put to death ; 
and if he be acquit, then shall the apellor be attached, by his body, and all 
his goods, to the will of the king." 

ShipptTig, — ^The expeditions which sailed for the relief of 
Normandy during the last straggle to retain it in English 
hands, sailed from Southampton, Sandwich, and Winchelsea, 
and some of the ships of this port were employed in the 
service. At Southampton was employed, in 17 Henry VI, 
the Marj/y 120 tons, William Morfote, owner, receiving 100*. ; 
whilst there were in the service of the Earl of Shrewsbury 
and the Duke of York with their troops, the former of whom 
embarked in the same year at Winchelsea ^* — 

The Mary . 100 tons . Eobert Johnson, master . Pay, SA, 
OraceDieu 60 „ • John Pratt „ * * » 53«. 4d. 

Peter 70 „ . Bobert Briggenden „ . „ 68«. W. 

And in 20 Henry VI, the Earl of Shrewsbury again em- 
barked here, and Goddard Pulham, the Mayor, was reimbursed 
the expenses incurred by the town in keeping the forces here 
previously to their embarkation. 

JBwecutions. — Of old the persons condemned to death were 
to be executed in the Salt Marsh, on the north part of the 
town ; but Edward IV having, by the general charter of the 
Cinque Ports,^^ granted a license to each port to set up 
a g«ilows, we find that on 10th February, 6 Edward IV 
(1466), John Copeland, on being convicted before Thomas 
Thunder, Mayor, of felony, was sentenced to " be taken to 
the prison of the king, by the middle of the King's-street, and 
to be thence taken beyond the gate in the south marsh, and 
to be there suspended on the gallows by the neck till he was 
dead."^^ The sentence was carried out ; and this is the first 
recorded use of what is still named the Gallows Field, over- 
looking the Pewes Marsh. The gate is curiously enough 
named, as in London, New-Gate. 

Decay of the Tovm, — I have also to note additional evidence, 
that after the last attack by the French (1449), this unfor- 
tunate town very soon fell to decay. In the Supplementary 

14 iMue BoU, Bolla House MSS., I7th ^ Eggleetone'e Betum. 

Hen. YI, but not passed tiU Easter, 21 ^ lb. 

Hen. VL 
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Tale to Chaucer's Canterbury Tcdea}'^ in the Merchanfa Second 
Tale, or the History of Beryny, written towards the close of 
the fifteenth century, we find the following on the fall of once- 
important towns : — 

'' But sith that terrene things ben nat perdurabill. 
No mervaile is, though Borne be somewhat variabill 
Fro honour and firo well, sith his frendes passid ; 
As many another town is payrid and y-lassid, 
Within these few yens, as we mow sc at eye, 
Lo, Sirs, here fast by Wynchelsc and Ky.' 

In the expedition of Henry VIII against France, 1 545, the 
ships of the English fleet, in case of difficulty, proposed to 
avail themselves of the roadstead at the Camber, under cover 
and protection afforded by the new castle. 

In this expedition, on 10th Aug. 1545, there were employed 
no Winchelsea boats, but the following boats of Rye* were 
engaged : — 

FOB THE YAI7WABDE. 
Thomas Eobertes . . The Mary George . 140 tons and 115 men. 



Cnpitaynes. 

Androwe Churche 
WilUam Blakye 
Black Jonson . 
John Bredes . 
James Jonson . 
David North . 
John Emery . 



Olyver Burton 



FOR THE WTNO. 

Boats of &je. Men. 

The George 37 

Mawdalen 37 

Jheam 30 

Jamee 30 

Mary George 30 

TrinUie 80 

Mary James Fletcher . . 30 



» 



1) 



» 



>» 



»> 



» 



and 
7^ Mary of ffaeiings 



224 
32 



Three boats of Rye had been also employed to watch the 
French coast ; and on 9th August, Lisle gives to Paget the 
account of how one master was chased after he had seen six 
ships and one hundred other sail : — "This ys one of the beste 
botes of Rye, and he that ys owner and capitayne in her, ys 
name ys Andrew Kyrke. I do think veryly, that the pour man 
saw no less than he sheweth, for he ys notyd to be a very 
honest true man."^® The king's ships with victuals were 

»7 Percy Soc., ed. T. Wright^ rol. iii, p. 216, t. 749. 
" State Papers, toI. i, 812. » Ibid. 809. 
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off Rye ; and on 14th September there were discharged with 
the boats of Rye, for their fishing, one hundred and fifty- 
two men. 

In the time of Elizabeth^ although the town was gone 
wholly to decay, the inhabitants sought to extend their 
privileged exemptions. On 25th April, 1582, Harberd 
Pelham, Esq., was called before the council, and questioned 
why he refused to take on himself the office of sheriff of 
Sussex ; and he justified his refusal because he had been per- 
suaded that, as he was then inhabiting Wynchelsey within 
the liberty of the Cinque Ports, he was discharged by the 
charters of the ports from all offices out of those liberties ; 
but he now confessed he was wrong, and was thereupon dis- 
missed without punishment at that time, ^'for that he had 
been before committed by the Lord Treasurer to the Mar- 
shalsea, where he had remained a month and two days ;" 
but Edmund Pelham, of Gray's Inn, was committed to the 
Fleet for " boldness and offence," in his defence of Harberd 
Pelham before the council.^ 

When the Spanish fleet was expected the inhabitants 
could not muster a vessel for the royal service, and made 
this return :^^ — 

" To the Uight Honorable Sir WilUam Brooke of the famouse order of the 
Garter, knight, one of the most honorable Privy Council, Constable of her 
Majestie's Castle of Dover; Lord Cobham, Lord Warden, Chanceler and 
Admirall of the cinqe ports and their members, or to his lieutenant, the maior 
and jurats of Wynchelsey, with all reverence, send greeting. 

^^WyncheUey «..- We have received a lettre directed from your honor, toge- 
ther with a mandat from your sayd lieutenant, for the due executinge of the 
contents of the sayd lettre, and thereuppon we do certefy and retorne unto your 
honor that there are not belonginge to the towne of Winchelsey any shipps, 
barkes, or vessels, nor yet any masters and able mariners therein, but onely 
one sayler, by name William Buxstone, which ys now in a voyage to Rochell." 
Endorsed : "The answere of the maior and jurats of Wynchelsey, under the 
seale of office of maioralty there the v*^ day of February, A.^. B. Elizabeth 
xxixo, A« Dni. 1686.'* 

At this time the return from other plat^es was — 

Hastings . ships, 15 tons, 474 masters, 16 able-bodied mariners, 106 

Rye ... „ 45 . . . . ,,80 „ 149 

Sandwich . „ 43 ,,1216 

Hythe . . „ 10 „ 5S 

^ Murdin'B State Papers, p. 371. 

^ MSS., State Paper Office, Domestic, 1587, No. 66. 

viiL 27 
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In August 1587, the following ships of the ports were 
appointed to serve her Majesty :^^ — 



Portt. Bbipt. 

Doyer 6 

Sandwich 4 

Bye (The Blessing of Ood, 1 ^ 
80 tons, & Diamond, 40) j 

FeTersham 1 

Hythe 1 



Totals 



IS 



896 
190 

120 

40 
80 

826 



Men. 
249 
160 

96 

so 

50 
584 



Wages and yicinab 
per month. 

£332 
213 6 8 

126 13 4 

40 
66 13 4 

£778 13 4 



By the certificate of the Lord Warden, dated October 
the following were aU the barks of the ports :^ — 



Port!. 



Sandwich 



Deal . . 
Walmer . 
Eamsgate 
Dover . 



[argate. . . . 1 
i, Peter's • • • > 
irchington (none) } 



Margate . 
St 

Birchingto 
Hastings 



Bye (barkes and boats) 



Brightlingsea 
Hythe . . 
Lydd . . 
Winchelsea . 



Shipt. 

40 

5 

4 

12 

26 



12 



20 



34 



12 

10 

8 

1 



Faversham . 
Folkstone 
New Bomney 
Seaford '. . 
Pevensey 



26 
4 






Particnkn of Tonnage. 

Two being of 60 tons, and 
going down to 3 tons. 

Largest, 5 tons . . . . 

Of 3 tons each .... 

Banging from 19 to 5 tons . 

One of 120 tons, one of 100, 
and one of 70 tons. 

One of 40 tons, and one of 2 8 . 

One of 42 tons, one of 37, 
three of 36, and the re- 
mainder down to 12 tons. 

The Blessing of God, of 80 
tons, was one ; and of the 
remainder, 22 boats with 
221 men and 140 boys 
were at Yarmouth, fishing. 



The John of 20 tons, of which 
Nicholas Penbough and 
John Lovell were masters, 
and Bobert Pevenshe, John 
Brown, James Lever, and 
Nicholas Bamonfield, were 
able-bodied mariners. 



Totak . . 214 
MSS., State Paper Office, Domeetio, 16S7, Ko. 422. 



Hasten. 

40 

5 

2 
14 

26. 

14 

32 



34 



16 
3 

8 
2 



23 
9 






1587, 

Marinen. 

62 

80 

6 

66 

150 

50 

136 

291 



47 

19 

22 

4 



34 

35 









228 952 
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And on 15th January 1595-6, a meeting was held at Rye 
to determine as to the division among the western ports of 
two ships out of the four of 160 tons each imposed on the 
ports for the Queen's service, when it was agreed that one 
ship of 160 tons should be prepared, of which Rye was to 
bear the charge of 50 tons, Romney and Hastings 40 tons 
each, Winchelsea 1 5 tons, and Seaford 8 tons ; and £800 were 
ordered to be levied in Hastings for their expenses of the 
40 tons.^ 

In the Commonwealth we have the testimony of John 
Evelyn^ as to the complete ruin and melancholy state of the 
town. On 4th June 1652, he says, " I went to Rie to meet 
her" (his wife), "where was an embargo on occasion of the late 
conflict w^ the Holland fleete, the 2 nations being now in 
warr, and which made sailing very unsafe. On Whitsunday 
I went to the Church (w^ is a very faire one) and heard one 
of their Canters, who dismiss'd the assembly rudely and 
without any blessing.^ Here I stay'd till the 10th with no 
small impatience, when I walk'd over to survey the ruines of 
Winchelsea, that ancient Cinq Port, which by the remaines 
and ruines of ancient streetes and pubUc structures discovers 
it to have been formerly a considerable and large Citty. 
There are to be scene vast caves and vaults, walls and towers, 
ruins and monasteries, and a sumptuous Church, in which 
are some handsome monuments, especialy of the Templars 
buried just in the manner of those in the Temple at London. 
This place being now all in rubbish, and a few despicable 
hovells and cottages onely standing, hath yet a Major. The 
Sea w** formerley rendered it a rich and commodious port has 
now forsaken it," 

The Fair however, which was granted to John de Ghest- 
Unges, one of the justices of the courts at Westminster,*'' in 

The vicarage wad sequcBtered from him to 
John Beaton (Book of Plundered Minis- 
ten), whose two sons, John Beaton of 
Kirdford, and Nehcmiah Beaton of Little 
Horsted, were ejected under the Act of 
Uniformity of 1660 {Life of Baxter, 
Tol. ii, p. 685). In 1628-9, William 
Huet, and in 1631, Ahreyer Hexber, were 
ministers at Bye, but whether yicars or 
curates I know not. 
V Foss' Judges, vol. ii, p. 850. 



** Hastings Corporation Kecords. 

» Diary, ed. 1818, vol. i, p. 259. 

* Most probably the Bey. Thos. Allen, 
who was one of the ejected ministers. 
(Ca]amy*8 Life of Baxter^ vol. ii, p. 693.) 
After the vicar, Thos. Warren, as given 
in Mr. HoUoway's list (Bye, page 527) 
under the date of 1618, Brian Twyne, son 
of Dr. Thos. Twyne, was vicar. He was 
vicar on 4rth July, 1620, and had a mus- 
quet furnished (Harl. MSS. 703, p. 169b). 
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1 209, to be holden in his fee near Old Winchelsea on 8rd May, 
and the market, which was in 1215 transferred into the old 
town to be held before the church of the blessed Thomas, 
were taken to the new town. The fair was regularly held on 
8rd May till the change of style, since which it has been 
holden on 14th May. It must have been well attended down 
to the close of the seventeenth century. Mr. Jeake, jun., in 
his Diary (p. 180), says, " 1694, May 3, I went to Winchelsea 
fair to speak to several debtors of my own and my mother's 
to pay in their debts, and to inquire whether I could borrow 
any sums. I met with Mr. Weekes, who promised to lend 
me £100 next week, and Thomas Hunt, who said he would 
bring me £50 in part of the debt he owed me." 

Ecclesiastical History — Alard Chantry. — I am enabled, 
by the kindness of Mr. Joseph Hunter, V.P. Soc. Ant., to give 
the date and particulars of the foundation of this chantry. 
It was founded in 1812 by Stephen Alard, son of Nicholas 
Alard and Isabel his wife, and in 1324 Captain and Admiral 
of the Cinque Ports and of the king's western fleet.^ The 
patronage was in the Abbey of Langedone, Kent, in which 
it remained till the voluntary surrender of that house to 
Henry VIII. The Cartulary of Langedone,^ among the 
Carlt. Ho. Ride MS8., shows that by indenture dated 28rd 
May 1312 (Tuesday after of the feast of the Holy Trinity, 
5 Edward II), made between William Abbot of Langedone of 
the one part, and Stephen Alard of Winchelsea of the other 
part, it was agreed, in consideration of £200 paid by Alard 
to the abbot, that the necessary authority should be obtained, 
and that the abbot and brethren should maintain for ever two 
chaplains with £10 yearly payment, to celebrate in the chapel 
of the Blessed Mary, in the church of St. Thomas the Martyr 
at Winchelsea, and in the chantry by the said Stephen'^ there 
founded, daily service, that is, morning mass at the accustomed 
hours, vespers and placebo and diriye, for the souls of the 
said Stephen and Nicholas his father, and Alice his wife, 
and Isabel his mother, and all his ancestors: the said 
Stephen finding, for the first service, two chalices, two vest- 

* Bot. Litt. Glaus, p. 287. to my Buggestion, that the second monu- 

^ Fols. 171-173. ment in the southern aisle or Alard chan- 

^ This circumstance adds some weight trj was erected to this Stephen Alard. 
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ments, and one portifore,^^ and the abbot one missal, and 
bread, wine, and candles ; afterwards the abbey was to find 
all bread, wine, vestments, ornaments, and necessaries of 
the chantry, and the abbot and his successors were to be 
visitors. The necessary authority was obtained in Trinity term, 
and on 15th June, 1312 (Thursday next after the feast of 
St. Barnabas), the abbot gave the bond of the abbey for pay- 
ment of £1 a year to the chaplains, with powers of distress 
on the abbey manors of Lydney and Enebroke. Alard also 
enfeoffed the abbey, for the use of the chaplains, with a 
house lately belonging to his father, and formerly Jolinet's 
(1 8th quarter), the feoffment being witnessed by William 
Seman, William Pace, Vincent Herberd, Henry Pawlen, John 
Reynold, Robert Alard, Benedict Alard, John Colkyn, John 
de Garde, William de Bemefelde, William de Swancombe, 
William Loteriht, and many others. 

On 20th December 1430, William Skylle, who had been 
mayor and member of parliament, granted £2 a year to Sir 
John Hylle and Sir William Pyngate, then chaplains of the 
chantry or college of St. Nicholas, in the church of St. Thomas, 
for prayers for the souls of his father William and Isabel his 
wife, and for the souls of all the faithful departed.** 

In July 1432, the arrangements were completed for the con- 
veyance of land given by John Saleme, who had also been mem- 
ber for the town, one-third of the rent to be applied towards 
the sustenance of the church of St. Thomas the Martyr, another 
third towards the support of the church of St. Giles, and the 
remaining third towards the repairs of the town-walls.^ 

In Cardinal Pole's Book of PensionSy at Carlt. House Ride, 
26th February, 2 and 3 Philip and Mary (1556), there is 
noticed the pension of £6. 13«. 4rf. to Oliver Stacey, late in- 
cumbent of the chantry at Winchelsea. 

Families. — Oxenbridge^ of Ford Place, Brede; and Win- 
chelsea. — The facilities now offered by the Master of the Rolls 
for the examination of public records for literary purposes, 

** MoTeable Beirice-book, or breviaiy. cobein, — Margaret, married to Stepben 

" Cotton. MS., Julitis, B. ir, fol. 40. Chaumpayne, and Johanna, married to 

** lb., fola. 45 b, 47. His wQl ia dated William Catton, M.P. for the town in 

29tb May, 1438. His feoffees were Wil- 1414 and 1426, Bailiff from 1424 to 1480, 

llam Eciiingham, Bobert Oxenbridge, and himself a benefiictor to the town in 

John Massyngham, John Helde, and 6th Hen. YI. 

John Beljnge ; he left two daughters his 
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and the penoission given to me by Sir Francis Falgrave, the 
Deputy Keeper, have enabled me to discover and give many 
particulars of this family which were heretofore beyond my 
reach (except at a cost too heavy for a literary student). 
Mr. Thomas Frewen has lent me his early charters and deeds; 
the Court Bolls of Brightling have given me some particulars; 
and York Herald and Somerset Herald have so kindly aided 
my inquiries at the College of Arms that I am enabled to 
print a fuller and more perfect pedigree than is given by 
Berry in his Hants. If the authorities at the Prerogative 
Office in Doctors' Commons would as freely open their stores, 
a very interesting family history might be written, for there 
are wills of the Oxenbridges proved there, to procure office 
copies of which would require a heavy expense, increased from 
the very cause that the wills are old, and therefore mainly of 
literary interest,^ and no extracts (except the date and names 
of executors) are allowed to be taken. 

The family of Oxenbridge derived their name from Acken, 
Oaken, or Oxene-bridge. In the latter form (Oxenebrug) it 
occurs in a Saxon charter for Dorsetshire, given in Mr. Kemble's 
Codex DiplomaticuSy No. 397; and in the time of Edward III, 
in Sussex ; John de Oxenebrigge having been a juror on an 
Inquisition relating to the Echinghams taken 6th July 1329.^ 
The residence of this John, who is the first of the family of 
whoDi I have found a notice in Sussex, was Atte Gate in 
Beckley, on the river Tillingham, a place about half way 
between Udimore and Beckley churches ; and the family name 
still exists in a farm of some hundred acres atlden. In 1341, 
John was one of the jurors on the Nonae Inquisition ; and on 
5th January 1363, Geoffiry, by a deed dated at Beckley, to 
which John Oxenbridge was a witness, released his right in a 
pasture in Beckley called Elysebregge to John Majmard.^ 

The family resided at Beckley till the time of Richard II, 
when one branch having, according to Leland, married the 
heiress of Alard (the admiral) and assumed his arms ; and 
having also purchased Ford Place in Brede of Joan atte Forde, 

*« In addition to the wills now cited by (B^. 1503-5), WUliam (Beg. 1549-40), 

me there exist in the office, wills of the Sir Robert (B^. 1573-4), and John (Beg. 

following members of the fanu'ly, Tix., 1574*5). 

John and Godfrey Oxenbridge (Beg. ** Hall's Echingham, p. 11. 

1593-6), Thomas (Beg. 1501-8), Bobert " Add. Charters, Brit. Mas. No. 971. 
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removed thither. From the latter end of the fourteenth cen- 
tury, when they began thus to flourish, and throughout the 
whole of the fifteenth and the first half of the sixteenth cen- 
turies, when they were of considerable importance in Sussex, 
the Oxenbridges were connected with Winchelsea. Here they 
had a town residence ; and both the houses of Friars here re- 
ceived their pious benefactions, though the Gray Friars was 
evidentlv the favourite house, receiving the larger bequests, 
and havmg in 1497 the free return, under Adam Oxenbridge's 
wiU, of their chalice, which had been pledged to him for 30«. 
Members of the family filled most of the offices in the county, 
and acted as Commissioners of Embankment. Fuller (in his 
WorthieSy p. 118) mentions William Oxenbridge (of Beckley) 
and John Oxenbridge (of Sedlescombe) as Commissioners of 
Oaths for the county in 1438. 

Their brother, Bobert Oxenbridge^ in 1404, owned property 
in Northiam, a part of which (the Parke and Bromfeld) he 
conveyed to Henry Gk)tele in 1414 -^ in 1415 he was in the 
commission of Array for Sussex ; in 1414, 1415, and 1421, he 
was a Commissioner for Embankments; on 2d August 1429, 
he was a feoffee for other property of the Goteles ;^ on Nov. 
11, 1430, he was feoffee to uses of the will of John Saleme of 
Winchelsea;^ from 1st Dec. 1430 to 9th Dec. 1431, he was 
escheator for the county ;^° in 7th Henry VI, he and William 
Oxenbridge were parties to a charter relating to land in Beken- 
ham \^ and he held from the crown for his Itfe, at a rent of 20*., 
the manor of Iham. We learn that he was dead on 6th Sep- 
tember 1438, and that his son Robert was his executor, by an 
inquisition taJcen at Robertsbridge on that day, to inquire into 
the waste that had been committed at Iham by cutting down 
thirty oaks, which could not have been of great size, as the 
value was only 13*. ^dP^ He probably married the heiress 
of the family of Ore^ whose arms with their quartering for 
Hopton have been since borne by the Oxenbridge family; and 
we know the name of the wife in every marriage later than 
this. 

Of his son, Bobert Oxenbri^e of Brede, and his property, 

"7 Fiewen's Deeds. ^ Carlt. Ho. Bide MSS. 

" Ibid. ^ Harl. Charters, 112, c. ii. 

» Julius, B. IT, p. 426. ^ Inq., Carlt. Ho. Bide. 
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we have particulars somewhat more ample. He was called 
Jun'. and his father Sen', in 1419^ in a charter relating to 
Whitfeld Marsh. He purchased Bixle in 1459 ; in 1458 and 
1465 he was Commissioner for Embankments, and in 1474 
for settling the ordinances of Romney Marsh. In 1459 he was 
jurat of Winchelsea i^ and in 1483 he was a freeman residing 
at Brede. By his will dated 16th April 1483, he directed his 
body to be buried in the chapel of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
in the church of St. George at Brede, to the high altar of which 
he gave 6s. Sd., and to the church a missal, chaUce, and set of 
vestments. He also gave 20s, to the shrine of St. Richard at 
Chichester, and 6s. Sd. each to the Friars Minors and Domi- 
nican Friars of Winchelsea, and to the Brothers of Rye ; and 
appointed Anne his wife, and Thomas his son, executors. 

In the testament dated 18th October 1482, the testator 
mentions his wife's brother Robert Lyvelode;^ and he gave 
his house at Forth, and his lands in Brede and Xldimore, to 
his wife for hfe, or till her second marriage, she keeping the 
children : in case of her marriage she was to have an annuity 
of £20 a year ; after her death or marriage, these lands were 
given to his son Thomas. To his son Adam, and Agnes his 
wife, he gave his tenement in Southwark, called the White 
Horse. To his son Godard his property in Winchelsea, and 
lands in Southwark worth £10 a year. To his son Robert 
he gave his lands in Icklesham and Guestling, purchased of 
Henry Hall, Robert Alard, and John Faulyn. Robert was 
to pay Godard £4 yearly till he had lands, &c., in Southwark 
worth the £10 a vear. Thomas was devisee of the residue of 
the property, and was to pay 10 marks a year to the testator's 
son John (a clerk) till ho should obtain a benefice worth £10 
a year. The testator died on 9th March 1487, and was buried, 
according to his desire, in the Lady ChapeL His will was 
proved at Lambeth by his widow and eldest son on 11th De« 
cember 1488. She died on 27th February 1493-4, and was 
buried by the side of her husband. Her figure, in graceful 
flowing robes, yet remains in a brass on the floor : the figure 
of her husband has however disappeared. The shield of her 
arms also remains : on a saltier Jive fleur-de-lis, the centre in 
pale, the others bendeways. 

« Batt. Abb. Bee. p. 115. ^ Adam Livelode wu M.P. for Bje in 1449. 
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Tkomas Oivendrtdgte, the eldest son, was a lawyer of some 
note. He seems at first to have been fully in the confidence 
of Richard III, for he was in all the Sussex commissions of 
the peace and array issued by that king ;^ but he afterwards 
gave in his adhesion to Henry VU, and was elected one of the 
new serjeants-at-law on 10th September, 11th Henry VII,^ 
and the king and queen and chief lords dined on 16th No- 
vember at the Serjeants' feast of that year, which was holden 
at the Bishop of Ely's palace in Holbom.*^ 

There are some charters relating to him as trustee of the 
Gunters, and as connected with the Fynes family, in the Harl. 
Charters (58 F, 5-6, &c.), temp. Hen. VII. 

By his will dated 1 2th Nov. 1496, and proved at Lambeth 
8th February following, he directed his body to be buried in 
holy sepulchre as it should please Almighty God, and gave 
ISs. Ad. to the parson of the church of Brede towards the 
'/glassing" of his chanceL He also gave an annuity of 10 
marks for seven years to Sir Robert Body, clerk, to sing 
masses and pray for him in the church of Brede, or in the 
chapel in his house of Forde. He gave to his wife Anne his 
saltcellars (silver-gilt), a gilt cup, and three large powis^ cups, 
pierced. He also gave a standing cup to his godson, Francis 
Fynes, provided his lord would be good lord to and assist the 
executors, to ensure which the cup was to be kept seven years 
after his decease by his executors ; to Master Thomas Fynes 
a cross, with a crucifix of gold ; to his brother Goddard his 
standing silver cup, with three angels ; to his brother Robert 
a standing silver cup, grained, with a bird at the top, covered; 
to his brother John his crimson gown, furred with martens ; 
to his sister Margaret Chejme a large cup; and to his brother 
Robert his doublet of silk of his ovni wearing, and his gown 
of cotton, furred. He gave 10 marks to the repair of the 
bridge at Robertsbridge ; 40«. towards the repairs of the 
roads between Herste Cross and Robertsbridge ; and 1 marks 
for repair of the roads between Rye and Brede-high. He 

^ On 8th Noyember 14S8 he was one was in a special oommission for trials in 

of the commissioners to take the castle of the Cinque ports. — 9th Sep, of Bejmhf 

Bodiam from the rebels ; he had also Keeper of Pad. JZ«e., pp. 18, 31, 86, 104^ 

granted to him the custody of the lands 107, 141, 146. ^ Dug. Chron. p. 75. 

of Biohard, late Lord Dacre, and the ward- ^ Holinshed, p. 779, quoting Stow, 

ship and marriage of the grandson and ^ Powy8,in Welsh, is the state of being 

heir, Thomas $ and on 10th April 1484 he at rest, or stationary.— Pughe*s Diet, 

VIII. 28 
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also gave cattle or kine to his wife and to his servants, leaving 
likewise to one the saddle and horse on which that servant rode. 
He appointed the parson of Brede, and his brothers Robert and 
Goddard, executors. And by his testament he bequeathed to 
his wife Anne his house at Ford and most of his lands in 
Brede (except his newly inned marsh at Winchelsea Ferry) till 
her second marriage, or till his heir male should reach twenty- 
four years of age, after which she was to have an annuity of 
£50 (being £30 more than his mother's jointure). He dis- 
posed of other property to his brothers, and among other 
estates the land purchased by him of Goddard, Thomas, John, 
and William, sons of George Oxenbridge. He also gave to 
his servant Thomas Londeneys*^ land at Fairlight; and a 
messuage at Westfield, with a request that the then tenant 
should be allowed still to occupy it at the old rent. 

To the Serjeant we are most probably indebted for the 
painted arms of the family which formerly existed in the 
windows of Brede church, and which are now in the window 
over the Frewen pew in Northiam church. His son (if any) 
could not have attained the age of twenty-four years, for the 
Serjeant's brother Goddard succeeded to the property of Brede, 
but I have not been able to find any Inquisition on the serjeant. 

The brother who died next was Adam Oxenbridge of Rye, 
who, with his wife Agnes, on 10th December 1484, became 
lessees under the Priory of Hastings of land in Icklesham.®® 
By his will dated 26th September 1496, and proved at 
Lambeth 4th November following, he directed his body to 
be buried in our Lady's Chapel at Rye, giving a sum to the 
high altar there, and sums for the reparations of Rye and 
Icklesham churches. He also left legacies to the Austin 
Friars of Rye ; to the Friars of Lostenham," and to the Grey 
Friars of Winchelsea, to whom he also left their chalice 
pledged to him for 30^. He mentions as legatees his daughter 
Anne, and his sons Robert and John : to the sons, on attain- 
ing twenty-one, he left property at Icklesham and Winchelsea, 

« By his will dated 11th April 1511, in Brede church by the qnaiier of a year, 

this Thomas Londeneys charged his lands Burr, M8S. 5697. 

in Fairlight, Westfield, and Battle, with » Add. Charters, Brit. Mus. No. 974. 

13*. id, for ten years for an obit ; and he *> Cannelites, or White Friars of Lo- 

gavo 33«. 4d, to a priest to sing divine senham, in Newenden, Kent, founded by 

serrioe for his soul and all Christian souls the Alchers. Nich. Alcher had married 

an Oxenbridge. 
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but he devised his teuement called the White Horse in 
Southwark, and his property in Newington, and several 
parishes in Sussex, to his wife for life, and then to his son 
Robert and his heirs, with remainder to his son John ; and he 
appointed his wife Anne and his brother John executors. 

Sir Goddard Oxenbridge^ Knt,^ succeeded to the estate at 
Ford, and added not only largely to his own estate but to the 
position of his family by marrying — first, Elizabeth, daughter 
and coheir of Sir Thomas Echingham, Knt. ; and, secondly, 
Anna, daughter of Sir Thomas Fynes, brother of Lord Dacre. 
On his first marriage, the wife's share of the Echingham 
estates was conveyed to Sir William Pelham, Knt., Giles 
Fynes, Richard Devenish, and Christopher Hales, Esqrs., 
Thomas Foster, gentleman, and John Bradford, as feoffees to 
the use of Sir Goddard and Elizabeth, and the heirs of their 
bodies. These estates consisted of the manors of Munfeld, 
Etchingham, and Salehurst, and lands in Munfeld, Glottynham, 
Etchingham, Ockham, Salehurst, Brightling, Beckley, Crow- 
hurst, Catsfield, Burwash, Enham, and Udimore, together with 
the patronage of the church of Etchingham.^^ By the In- 
quisition p.m. it was found that the same feoffees held for him 
and his heirs the manors of Forde, Enham, and Gyles, and 
lands in Brede, Udimore, and Burwash, and also the manors 
of Danehurst, Coseley, and Ottinghara, and lands in Northiam, 
Peasmarsh,Playden, Salehurst, lHcehurst,Westfield, Icklesham, 
and Monfield ; and that Sir Thomas Fynys, Knt., Lord Saye, 
Giles Fynys, and Robert Hall,^ Esquires, were feoffees to the 
use of Sir Goddard and his heirs of Snayleham, Gravehurst, 
Globys, and Corner in Guestling. 

Sir Goddard was sheriff of Surrey and Sussex in 1506, 
1512, and 1519 ; and on 24th May 1522 he was one of the 
knights, &c. summoned to attend the Lord Legate (Wolsey) at 
Canterbury, and formed part of the retinue of the Cardinal on 
the landing of the Emperor Chai'les V, at Dover, two days 
after.*^ By his will dated 17th June 1530, and proved at 
Lambeth on 27th October 1581, Sir Goddard directed his body 

^ Inq^.in., taken at Lewes, 7th Oct. ^ Robert Hall, of Hastings, the owner 

23 Hen. VlII (1581). Among the jurors of Halland, in Kasthoathly. 

were Edmund AlArey, Thomas Bridges, *^ Bym.Fcdd.yi, pt.l, p. 204; Rutland 

John G-arton, Bichard Bowjer, James Papers, Camd. Soc. p. 72. 
Cbllis, John Payne, and John Harmon. 
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to be buried in our Lady's Chapel at Brede, provided he died 
there or near it, and that a tomb should be set up there with 
his coat armour, and the ensigns of knighthood. He gave 
20 marks to be distributed at or immediately after his funeral; 
to the high altar he gave 6s. Sd., and towards the reparations 
of Brede church 5 marks ; to the shrine of St. Richard at 
Chichester, 20(/.; towards thereparations of Echingham church, 
20*.; to the church and house of the Grey Friars, Winchelsea, 
20*.; to the Black Friars there, 6*. Sd., and like sums to the 
Friars of Rye and of Losenham ; to his wife he gave half his 
household stuff and furniture, a gilt goblet with cover, a gilt 
bowl, and a silver bowl uncovered, a salt of silver also covered, 
and a dozen silver spoons at her choice; to his daughter 
Elizabeth a gilt bowl of silver ; to his daughters Mary and 
Margery each a white bowl of silver ; to his son William a 
white bowl, and to his son Robert a gilt bowl ; and to his 
sons William and Robert and his three daughters, in equal 
shares, the other half of his household stuff. He directed 
that a priest should say masses for his own soul and for all 
Christian souls in the church at Brede, or in the chapel of his 
house at Forde, for seven years, receiving £4 a year and his 
meat and drink at Forde Place. He gave to his cousin 
Robert Hall his black ambling nag, which he rode himself ; 
to his wife Anne her gelding ; to his son WiUiam his grey 
gelding, which he had purchased of the vicar of Burwash ; to 
his son Robert his little gray nag unbroken ; to his wife he 
also gave six kine, and a fat steer at Easter ; to each of his 
servants four months' employment or wages, and a black coat 
of cloth ; and to each of his maiden servants a black cloth 
gown. He also gave to his sister Jane Fynys, and to his cosen 
William Hall a flat piece of silver." He appointed as exe- 
cutors his friends Christopher Hales, the king's attorney (to 
whom he gave £10 for his trouble), and Thomas Foster of 
Winchelsea (to whom he gave £6. ISs.^d.); and he named 
Lord Dacre of Hurstmonceux, with a legacy of £4, supervisor 
of his will, which was witnessed by Robert Hall, Esq., Robert 
Beddingham, warden of the Grey Friars of Winchelsea, and 
others. 

In the Inquisition p.m. the devises of the real estates are 

" Probably the large flat shiUing of Henry YIII. 
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set forth at length. He gave to his wife Dame Anne^ his prin- 
cipal mansion and tenement of Forth in the parish of Brede, 
and other lands and tenements, in Brede, and his other lands 
in Sussex (except such as he had by that his will otherwise 
disposed of), she paying yearly to Robert Oxenbridge his son' 
during her life 20 marks; and if she should marry, then 
Robert was to have such lands to him and his heirs for ever, 
and was to pay his mother an annuity of 40 marks ; to John 
Bradford and Margaret his wife, and the heirs of their bodies, 
he gave a messuage and lands called Harries in Brede, con- 
taining twenty acres, and in case of failure of heirs then to his 
son Robert ; to Richard Red, his servant, lands lately occupied 
by John Cheseman ; and an annuity of 20^. to Daniel Dilgett, 
his servant. His executors were to stand possessed of his 
lands in Southwark and elsewhere in Surrey until his daugh- 
ters were married ; to William his son he gave 20 marks 
a year to be paid out of the profits, the remainder being ap- 
plied towards the marriage portions of daughters ; after all 
their marriages, William and his heirs were to have the 
Surrey estates; the profits of Snaylham and all his lands 
in Guestling and Icklesbam, which John Toky then occu- 
pied at a rent £15. 6^. 8^., and lands in Guestling which John 
Bachelor occupied, he gave to his executors till his daughters 
were married for their settlement, and then to his son William 
and his heirs ; to his son Elobert and his heirs he gave his 
messuage and garden in the town of Winchelsea; he also 
devised to his executors the profits of all his lands and tene- 
ments in Rye, Pleyden, and Beckley, Northiam, Ewhurst, 
Salehurst, Ticehurst, Burwash, Wesfield, and Hastings, and 
in Icklesham and elsewhere in Sussex, towards the marriage of 
his daughters, and afterwards to his son Robert and his heirs 
(except his tenement called Gyles and other lands in Burwash, 
which he gave to William). Each of his daughters was to 
have 100 marks for her dower over and above the marriage 
money to them willed by Master John Oxenbridge, clerk,^ 
his brother. The profits of the lands were to be appUed only if 
his personal estate should be insufficient after payment of his 
debts. 

M On 2drd Feb. 1604, Master John cbnroh of All Souls*, in Shillynffdon, in 
Oxenbridge, LL.D., was presented by the the archdeaconry of Bedford.~Wood*s 
abbey and convent of Bamsey to the Fasti, Oxon. ed. Bliss. toL i, p. 189. 
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The jurors found that the lands in Brede were held of the 
Abbess of Syon by the rent of £11. Is. 6d., and that the lands 
in Odymer were holden of Sir Edward Grey and others, and 
that Sir Goddard died on 10th February (1581); that Anna 
the widow died 24th May (1531); and that Thomas the eldest 
son was thirty years of age and upwards. 

By the style of the architecture of the house at Brede, and 
as he for the first time calls it Forde Place, it may be assumed 
that Sir Goddard rebuilt the family mansion. The directions 
contained in his will as to the erection of a tomb were faith- 
fully executed; and there stands against the south wall of the 
chancel of Forde Place his raised altar tomb in stone, with his 
figure lying on his back, his head resting on a helmet, his 
hands clasped over his breast, and a lion at his feet. Oh the 
base of the tomb are shields of the Oxenbridge arms; the same 
impaling Ecldngham ; and the same impaling Gu, three escallop 
shells ar. for Dacre, above; and below Az. three lions •ra^npanty 
two and one^ or^ for Fienes ; the sinister side being in fact the 
2nd and 4th quarters of a shield of Fienes and Dacre, dimi- 
diated. The date on the wall at the back is 1537, when the 
tomb was probably erected. An excellent drawing taken in 
1777, by Francis Grose, is in the Burrell MSS.,No. 5697, p. 40. 

Thomas Oxenhridge (the eldest son by the first wife) sur- 
vived his father only nine years ; and by an Inquisition p.m. 
taken^at Echinghani 15th July 1540, the jurors*^ found that 
he held nothing of the king in capite, but that he was seized 
in fee tail, that is to himself and the heirs of his body, and of 
a certain Elizabeth, lately his wife, and daughter of a certain 
Sir George Puttenham, Knight, of the manors of Echyngham 
andSalehurst in the county of Sussex, belonging to the heirs of 
Thomas Echingham, Knt., deceased, by virtue of an indenture 
made between the said George Puttenham, Knt., of the one 
part, and the said Thomas Oxenbridge and Goddard Oxen- 
bridge, Knt., his father ; and of an act of Parliament of the 
27th year of the king ; and that the said Thomas had issue 
by the body of the said Elizabeth his wife, one daughter, 
Elizabeth, then alive (and who afterwards married Sir Robert, 
eldest son of Sir William Tirwhit of Kettleby, in Lincoln- 

*" The joron were Henir Upton, GK>d- John Beneit, Wm. Benett, Anthony Nash, 
dardCrotynden, John Bjnde, Alex. Golyn, Thomas Oxenbridge, Stephen Amenyr^ 
John Colyn, Thomas Fowle, Wm. Hunt, Mark Brabon, and Thomas Glasyer. 



II 



TN AND AVTER THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY. 223 

shire) ; and that the said Elizabeth, the wife, about twelve 
years then since, died ; and that the said Thomas Oxenbridge 
afterwards married a certain Faith Devenysh, daughter of 
Richard Devenysh,^® and that the said Thomas and Faith 
were seized of the manors of Monfield and Glottyngham 
and divers messuages and lands in Monfield, Salehurst, Crow- 
hurst, and Brightling, and of 28s. rents arising out of Great 
Okeham and Little Okeham, late Robert Pond's, and Friggetts 
and Hoddenham, in the tenui'e of Thomas Humphrey ; and of 
ISs. 4id. rents of assize out of divers tenements called Solmes, 
in the tenure of Edmund Roberts in Salehurst ; and the jurors 
said that the said Faith survived the said Thomas Oxenbridge, 
and still survived at Huhenden, Bucks ; and they found that 
the said Thomas was also seized in demesne as of his fee of 
the manor of Gyles in Burwash ; and that all the said manors, 
&c. (except the manor of Gyles) went to the heirs of the said 
Thomas Echyngham ;^^ and that the said Thomas had by the 
said Faith a son and heir, Andrew Oxenbridge, who was still 
living ; and that all the said manors, &c., in Echingham, 
Salehurst, Monfeld, Glottingham, Ockham, Crowhurst, and 
Brightling, were held of George Earl of Huntingdon, as 
of his rape and honour of Hastings, by knight's service ; and 
that the said manor of Gyles was holden of William Wyborne 
as of his manor of Burwash by fealty, suit of court, &c. ; and 
further, that the manors of Echingham and Salehurst were 
worth £50 a year clear, and the other lands (except Gyles) 
£40 a year, and the manor of Gyles 47*. 8d. a year. 

The jurors also found that the said Thomas Oxenbridge 
died on the 28 th March then last, and that the said Andrew 
his son, at the time of taking the inquest, was five years old 
and upwards, and Elizabeth, his daughter, was eleven years 
old and upwards. The son Andrew was of Trinity College, 
Cambridge, and public orator in 1561 ; he afterwards became 
an LL.D., and, adhering to the Catholic faith and denying 
the Queen's supremacy, was in 1583 committed with others 
to Wisbeach Castle, whence he was released on signing an 
acknowledgment of the Queen's supremacy .•^ 

^ In the MS. pedigrees she is wrongly sented Master John Coclcys to the church 

described as a third wife of Sir CK>ddard of Middelej, Kent. — Wood's Fasti, Oxon. 

Oxenbridge. vol. i, p. 22, note. 

^ On 6th August 1626, Thomas Oxen- ^ This acknowledgment is printed in 

bridge and Bobert Ebington had pre- Shape's Annals iii, pt. 1, p. 276. 
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Elizabeth. Oxenbridffe, the daughter of Sir Goddard Oxen- 
bridge, married, before the year 1546, Sir Robert Tirwhitt of 
LeightoD, county of Huntingdon, second son of Sir Robert 
Tirwhitt, and brother of Sir William Tirwhitt of Kettleby, 
county of Lincoln. In May 1 546, Lady Tirwhitt was lady- 
in-waiting on Queen Katharine Parr, to whom her husband 
was master of the horse, and she was in attendance on the 
Queen at the time of her accouchement and fatal illness at 
Sudeley Castle, in September 1548. In 1546 the Duke of 
Norfolk appeals to Lady Tirwhitt as one of the suite of both 
his nieces, " whom it had pleased the King's Highness to 
marry," to testify what malice both those nieces bore to him ;^^ 
and on 17 th Feb. 1 549, the custody of the person of the Princess 
Elizabeth, and her good education and government, were 
committed by the council to Lady Tirwhitt, in consequence of 
the misconduct of Mrs. Katharine Ashley.® SirRobert describes 
his wife as " not sane (learned) in divinity, but half a scrip- 
ture woman." John Field, in dedicating to her in 1577 his 
translation of the Treatise on Christian Righteousness y calls 
her his " vertuous and dear friend," and praises her for her 
" forwardness, fidelity, and sincerity in the religion of Jesus 
Christ;" and in 1574, there was printed in 16mo, by H. 
Middelton for Christopher Barker, ^^ Morning and Evening 
Prayer y with divers PsalmeSy Himnes^ and Meditations^ made 
by the Lady Elizabeth Tirwhitt : " at the end is printed the 
Litany, The arms of Oxenbridge are at the back of the title- 
page. Queen Elizabeth had a copy bound in gold and 
enamelled, mentioned by Herbert (p. 1601-2), as then belong- 
ing to Mr. Ashby. It was lately in the Duke of Sussex's 
library, and is now in the possession of George Field, Esq., 
of Ashurst Park, near Tunbridge Wells. On one cover is 
enamelled the Raising of the Serpent by Moses, and on the 
other the Judgment of Solomon ; the binding is supposed to 
be by George Heriot, and is engraved in the Gentleman s 
Magazine (vol. Ixi, pt. 1, p. 321) and Dibdin's Bibliomania 

^ Burnet, Hist, of Beform, iii, pt. 2, 155. But it appears by the Prinoees 

p. 259. Elizabeth's Household Book at Hatfield 

o See also J. O. NichoU' Literary (Oamd. Soc. Misc. toL ii), in 1551 and 

Kemains of King Edward YI, page 11 ; 1552, that Mrs. Ashley was reinstated aa 

Burghley Papers, Haynes, pp. 104 — 107; attendant. Lady Tirwhitt's name is not 

Ellis Grig. Lett. 1st Ser. toi. ii, pp. 153, mentioned in any item during the year. 
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(p. 330), aDd the front cover in the JUmtrated London Netcs 
of 6th April 1850. To Herbert Ingram, Esq., I owe the 
accompanjring woodcut, which is of the exact size of the 
original binding, and shows the loop through which passed 
the chain aospending it to the girdle.^ 



The prayers, &c., were reprinted in Thomas Bentley's T%e 
Monument of Matronea, published in 1582. 

The following specimen of the writing shows that, if Lady 
Elizabeth were one of the earliest and one of the most pious, 
she was also one of the most prosaic of our Sussex poets : — 

Jn Hymne tit t&c State Of all ^tarn's posteritie. 
S am tlie fcuite of Stbams fjanUs. 
Sfif ou^ sinne locfteb in Sat^ans banlis : 
Besttnieli to beatf), tlje dilltie of fre, 
9 flaming trran^ of infmiall fice. 
Borne S tnas nafulr anlr hare, 
Sntr spenD ms time in soiotoe anti caie, 

" InA.lftm'tportrsit ofQiieenUu7 wherein the mTiide i* itimd to mlTer all 

■he U repreaanted ■■ wearing in that way adUctiona hare, which were compowd by 

a book of the mdw aiie, moat probablj Qoeen Eatbanne Parr, and a copj i* 

" ne QMMa'a Pr^trt or MtlUtalioiM, bound at the end of Ur. Field'a volume. 
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9nli gliall retume unto ti)e trust, 
%Xb be Irepriuelr of camall luist. 
get t^ou ifdtiitt 'bibit Sesus setilr, 
Eo parlron tiiem tijat Irilr offettH. 
QHe laulr f|tm in t^e toorite of misfit, 
- Efjat toe ire irlesselr in )|i0 sigfit. 

/Sir Robert Oxenbridge (the son of Sir Goddard by the second 
wife) succeeded to the family estates at Brede ; but having 
acquired from Sir John Gate extensive estates at Priors Hus- 
borne and Dunley, in Hants, for which he was sheriff in 1 568, 
he seems to have removed from Sussex, and to have let his 
property at Brede. The registers of Brede commence in 1559, 
and do not contain any entry of the baptism, marriage, or burial 
of an Oxenbridge.^ In 1539, Robert Oxenbridge was one of 
the commissioners of Musters for the rape of Hastings;^ and in 
1551, sheriff of Sussex. He represented East Grinstead in parlia- 
ment inl547 and 1552,and the county of Sussex in 1554, 1555, 
and 1557. In 1556 he was made, by Mary, constable of the 
Tower of London, where, on 14th June 1556, he entertained 
Father Sydnam, a Grey Friar of Greenwich, after a sermon at 
Trinity Church; and thence in Marchl556-7 he rode with Lord 
Stourtun and his lordship's four servants to their execution at 
Salisbury for killing two Argylls (father and son).^ On 18th 
August 1557, he was one of the mourners at the funeral in 
London of John III, King of Portugal.^^ He married Alice, 
one of the daughters of Thomas Fogge, Esq., of Ash, in Kent, 
on whom he made a handsome settlement ; for by the In- 
quisition p.m. taken at Winchester 5th March 1575, it was 
found that he died seized in demesne as of his fee of the 
manor of Hursbome, otherwise called Priors Hursbome, and 
the park and lands in Hants, then lately belonging to Sir 
John Gate, Knt., and of other lands and tenements there, 
which (by indenture made between the said Robert Oxen- 



^ Ex. inf. Eererend Augustus Ajlward. 
Borne of the family remained in Sussex. 
In the Burwash Keg. are baptisms of 
eight children of John Oxenbridge, 1559 
to 1578, and of seren children of his son 
Thomas, 1608 to 1620. I take them to 
he descendants of Gborge {ante^ p. 218). 
The Bexhill B^. has entries in 1578-78. 



» MSS. Bolls House, A, 6, 16. 

« Machyn's Diaiy, pp. 108, 127-8. 

^ Ibid., p. 148. Letters were addressed 
to Sir Bobert Oxenbridge, as lieutenant, 
from the councils, held at Greenwich, 
16th January 1556-7, and at Bichmond 
28th July 1557. Minute Book, ex. inf., 
H. BecTe, Esq., F.S.A., Begistrac 



' 
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bridge of the one part^ and John Gage of Firle, Esq., 
William Scott of Mote, gent., John Wybome of Hawkewell, 
gent., Francis Kempe of Twyford, gent., Edward Kempe 
and John Stockman, of the other part, dated 4th June 1565), 
were demised for the term of forty-one years, if he should so 
long live, and then for the same term after his death, if his 
wife Alice should so long live and remain his widow, at a rent 
of £139. 1*. l^d., half of which was to be for the use of his 
wife, and the residue for her as guardian of his son and heir 
until he should come of age. It further appears that on 21st 
June 1574, being then at HursbomCi he made his will, giving 
his wife the Hursbome property for life in lieu of dower and 
thirds. The jury also found that by an indenture made be- 
tween Sir Robert Oxenbridge of the one part, and Sir Thomas 
White, Knight, of the other part, dated 10th April 1565, and 
made on the marriage of Robert the son and heir. Sir Robert 
covenanted that he would convey land, &c., in the villages of 
Brede and Udimore, then in the occupation of John Devenyshe, 
Beatrice Baye, Margaret Maunser, John Woodhouse, Robert 
Lunsford, John Freebody, John Sherbold, and WiUiam Sneppe, 
to the sole use of Robert Oxenbridge the son, and Barbara 
his wife, and the heirs of their bodies, and in default to the 
use of said Robert and the heirs male of his body, with 
remainder to Sir Robert and the heirs of his body, with re- 
mainder to Andrew Oxenbridge, cousin of Sir Robert, with 
remainder to Sir Robert and his heirs general; and other 
premises in Brede and Udimore then in possession of John 
Atwater, Thomas Asted, William Iden, John Iden, Thomas 
Devenyshe, Thomas Rigge, Alleyn Wekes, and Simon Prior 
Sen., to the use of Sir Robert for life, and then to his son 
Robert and Barbara his wife, with the same remainders 
over. The jurors further say that on 10th April 1565, 
Sir Robert was also seized to him and his heirs of the manors 
of Forde, Enham, and Goteley, and houses in Rye, in the oc- 
cupation of Roger Squire, John Pope, and John Braybrooke. 
The lands at Brede andUdimoreoccupiedof J.Devenyshe,&c., 
were held of Vise. Montague, and were worth £45. 8*. 6d. 
a year, and the tenements in the possession of Atwater, &c., 
were held of Vise. Montague, the Lord Windsor, and Sir Rob. 
Tyrwhitt, Knt., and were worth £27 and 21^. a year; and 
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that Forde, Enbam, and Gfoteley were held of the same parties, 
and were worth £9. 19s. Sd. a year. And lastly, the jury found 
that Sir Robert died 17th November 1574, and that Robert 
Oxenbridge the son was thirty years of age and upwards. 

Lady Oxenbridge (the widow) seems to have lived till 1583, 
for on 15th September, 1583, Robert Oxenbridge (the only 
son) by an indenture made between him of the one part, and 
Gabriel White and Stephen White of the other part, demised 
to them his lands in Husbome, then late in the occupation of 
Alice his mother, for the use, after his decease, of his wife 
Barbara for her life, if she should remain tmmarried, and if 
not, then to raise her an annuity of £60 a year ; subject to 
which, and to the following annuities to his six younger sons, 
the property went to his eldest son Robert : these annuities 
were, to Goddard £26. 13*. 4ef. a year; William, £20; 
Henry, £20 ; Gabriel, £20 ; Richard, £20 ; and John, £20, 
when they should attain the respective ages of twenty years. 
And on the Inquisition p.m. tdcen at Andover, 16th April 
1591, it was found that, in addition to the Hampshire pro- 
perty, he was in possession of the lands in Brede, Udimore, 
and Rye, lately belonging to his father, and that by his will 
dated 21st May, 1587, he left the whole of his Hants pro- 
perty, and lands called Bunges and Mabbands in Brede, to 
his wife for life, and then to his son Robert and his heirs 
male, with remainders successively to his other six sons and 
their heirs male, with the ultimate remainder to his own right 
heirs : and Forde and the remainder of his property to his son 
Robert and his heirs for ever; and also that he died atHusbome 
22nd January 1591, leavmg Barbara his widow ; and that his 
son Robert was then twenty-two years old and upwards. 

Sir Robert Oxenbridge^ Kht,, the eldest son, who married 
Elizabeth, daughter and coheiress of Sir Henry Cock of 
Broxboume, by indenture dated 2nd July, 1599, demised his 
estates in Hants to Sir Henry Cock, Edward Lewknor, Esq., 
and Edward Cason, for a term of years, to pay the rents to 
his wife for life, or whilst she remained immarried, and in the 
event of her marriage to pay her an annuity of £74 a year. 
He was sheriff of Hants in 1596. During the long reign of 
Elizabeth no member of the Oxenbridge family sat in parlia- 
ment; but on the accession of James in 1603, Sir Robert, 
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like his grandfather^ sat for the county of Hants. He died 
at Husbome on 28th May, 1616, seized in Sussex of the 
manors of Forde, Enham, and Goteley, and of lands in Brede, 
TJdimore, Beckley, Peasmarsh, Northiam, Ewhurst, Sedles- 
oombe, Munfield, Westfield, Guestling, Pett, Fairhght, and 
Icklesham, held by John Sackville, Thomas Culpeper, IVancis 
Kempe, Jordan, Butler, Sneppe, Fryman, Bishop, &c., the 
Inquisition being taken at Winchester, 5th Sept. 1616.^ 

He left five sons; the eldest, Robert ^ was knighted at 
Newmarket 29th November 1619, and sat in parliament for 
Whitchurch in 1620, and for the county of Hants in 1623. 
He and his brothers sold the whole of the Brede property, 
and, as they all died without issue (in the lifetime of their 
mother, who survived till 1645), their sister Ursula became 
the heiress of the Herts property. She married in 1627, Sir 
John Monson, ancestor of Ix)rd Monson, who has very kindly 
communicated to me several particulars of the Oxenbridge 
family. There is a very nice portrait of Lady Ursula, by 
Cornelius Janson, among the Monson family pictures. 

I have not been able to identi^ with the Sussex family 
Daniel Oxenbridge of Daventry or his son John, the zealous 
Nonconformist, who was removed from the tutorship of 
Magdalen Hall and the fellowship of Eton.® 



* In the book of St. George's funeral 
prooeedings (HarL MS. No. 136S, p. 81) 
18 "The proceedinge of the funenll of the 
Bight WonhipfullSir Bobert Oxenbridge^ 
Knight, on Thursday the 20th Jane 1616, 
at hu house at Hursbome Pryors, in the 
coontye of Southampton, who departed 
this mortoli Ule on Tuesday the 28th of 
May 1616 : — ^2 conductors ; pore men in 
eownes, 48. Servamti to SUiutgen — ^Mr. 
Wm. Oxenbridge's man and Qeo. Hamon ; 
Mr. Kempe*s man and Mr. Woodwarde's 
man, Mr. Lambert's man and Mr. Fran. 
Harwell's msn, Mr. Jo. Knight's man 
and Sir Walter Tiohbome's man. Sir 
Bioh. Tiohbome's man. The ttanderi 
borne by Mr. Fran. Kempe. ServitnU 
to thednimcti Gefflney Mills and William 
Eidgell, Danyell Wyatt and Tho. Penton, 
Henry Puokridge and Willm. Brooker, 
Jasper Mannings and Nioholas Gray, 
Tho. Atkinson and Tho. Faldoe^ Henry 



Hall sen. Otnin im eloaJkBn Mr. Peter 
Noys and Mr. Lambert Jun., Mr. John 
Oxenbregg and Mr. Qodard Oxenbregg, 
Mr. £dw. Woodward and Mr. Tho. Lam- 
bert, Mr. John Knight and Mr. Fnn. 
Harewell, Sr Walter Tichbome and Sr 
Bioh. Tiohbome; Mr. Blmes, Yicker, and 
Doctor Johnson, preacher; Mr. Bich. 
Oxenbrm;, the^pefkm. Healm and Oresi^ 
Bichmond. Sword and Tars/ef and coaie 
of armegf Wyndesore— The Corpe* — Mr. 
Bobt^ Oxenrarigg, ohei& mourner; Mr. 
Henry Oxenbr«;g and Mr.WiUm Oxeo- 
brMig, Mr. John Oxenbresg and Mr. 
WiUbi (jric) Oxenbregg, assistants to the 
cheife mourner — ^Knights & Qent. without 
blacks." 

^ Sea Wood's Ath. Oxon. ed. Bliss, iii, 
p. 1026; Baker^s Northamptonsh. i, p. 
338; Lipsoombe's Bucks, iy, p. 486; MS. 
GoUeot. GoU. of Arms, K. 1, p. 150. 
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The pedigree is based on the Wills and Inquis. p.m., and 
the following MSS. at the College of Arms: — Vincent 121 
(Sussex), fol. 136; D. 13 (Vis. Sussex, 1570), fol, 406; D. 
28 (Vis. Dorset, 1677), fol. 33; I. 10-107, and I. 16-814. 

The Arms of Oxenbridge were Gu. a lion rampant or. Ian- 
gued sa. a bordure vert charged^ tdth eight escallop shells or. : 
and Xke Crest a demi lion rampant or. languedsa,, holding in 
his dexter paw an escallop sheU or. 

The quarterings of the last knight were: — 1, Hopton ; 2, 
Ore ; 3, Fogge ; 4, Browne ; 5, Arundel ; 6, Maltravers ; 
7, Cock ; 8, Hammond ; 9, Adam ; 10, Hooper. 

The Notorious JTestons. — ^The two Westons, Joseph and 
George, resided at the Friars, Winchelsea, for some months 
in the years 1781-2, under the assumed names of William 
Johnson and Samuel Watson. They made a great display here, 
but other parts of the country had the advantage of their pre- 
sence. The Annual Register calls them *' two most notorious 
villains, who, for some years, have defrauded the country by 
various artful contrivances." They were at length captured 
in Wardour-street, London,^ March 17, and finally conmiitted, 
April 17, 1782, for robbing the Bath and Bristol mail, between 
Maidenhead and Hounslow, on the morning of January 29, 
1781. On July 2 (the day before the sessions) they, with three 
other felons, made their escape from Newgate, having been 
aided by the wives of the Westons. Greorge however was re- 
taken in Smithfield; and Joseph in Cock-lane, by John Davis, 
a porter, who was passing, and who was wounded in the cheek 
by a pistol fired by Joseph. They were both arraigned on July 6 
for the mail robbery, and acquitted ; but were again tried and 
convicted on the same day : George for forging an endorse- 
ment on a bank post-bill of *' John Ward, at the ' Dun Horse* 
in the Borough or German town of Norfolk," the bill having 
been sent from Bristol on January 27, 1781, by the mail; 
and Joseph, under the Black Act (9 Geo. I, c. 22), for firing 
the pistol at Davis. They were identified as the Westons by 
a witness from Draycott, Staffordshire, who had known them 
from their birth as sons of a farmer named George Weston. 
They were executed at Tyburn on September 3, 1782 ; and 

70 Joseph was not, as has been stated, and John Peters were churchwardens 
ohoTchwarden in any year. Hio. Martin 1780-81-82. Ex. inf. Ber. J. J. West. 
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the Gentleman's Magazine (p. 431) contains a full account of 
their penitential behaviour at the execution, and the proper way 
in which, being Catholics, they received the consolations of their 
faith. The magazine had before (p. 363) described them as ''two 
of the most aruiil villains that have appeared at any time in this 
country, and have robbed the country of an immense sum/'^ 
Engraved portraits exist at Winchelsea and elsewhere. 

ADDITIONS TO LISTS OP MAT0E8, &o. 



MAY0B8. 



1364 BobertLondonaisCDeringMSS.) 
1366 John Pettevine (ib.) 
1378 William Skele (ib.) 
1422 John Tamworth, also M.P. 
same year (Cotton MS. Julius, 
B. iy, p. 41 b.) 
1422-3 Thomas Thundyr (ib. 41b.) 
1425 Thomas Pysh (Egglestone's 

Betum.) 
1430-31 Koger atte Gate (Cotton 

MS., Julias, B. iy, p. 40.) 
1481-2 John Godfrey (ib. 40 b.). 
1432-3 The same Qb. 41.) 
1488 The same, elected Easter Mon- 
day (ib. 51 b.) 
1438 Wm.Pynch,e]ect.llthJune(ib.) 



1434 
1435- 

1441 
1442 
1448 
1444 
1445 
1446 
1449 
1457 
1468 
1465 
1516 
1560. 



-5 The same (ib. 5bb.) 

t Thomas Thundyr, also M.P. 

same year (Cotton MS. p. 53.) 
Godard Palham (ib. 66 b). 
Thomas Sylton ^b. 67 b). 
The same Qb. 71). 
Thomas Thundyr (ib. 72). 
The same (ib.) 

Godard Pulham (Eggles. Bet.) 
The same (Cotton MS. p. 73.) 
Thomas Sylton (Egglest. Bet.) 
John Sylton (ib.) 
Thomas Thunder (ib.) 
Bobert Sparrow (Jeake, p. 81). 
'1 William Egglestone (Betum, 

CarL Ho. Bide MSS.) 



BAILIFPS. 



1809 Geryois Alard (Dering MSS.) 
1314 Henry Alard (do.) 
1878 William Wille (do.) 



1488 William Tnnstall, water-bailiff 
grants temp. Edward Y, 
Camd. Soc.) 



BAILIETS TO GBKAT YABMOUTH. 



1431 Boger Gate (Cotton MS.) 
1433 William Werthe (do.) 
1435 William Pynch (do.) 



1441 John Greneforde (Cotton MS.) 
1443 Godard Pulham (do.) 

1444-5 Bichard Backthome (do.) 



They were all jurats at the times of their respective elections. 



MEHBEBS OP PABLIAMEFT. 



1481-2 William Morfot ^ Godard 

Palham (Dering MSS.) 
1445 Thomas Thunder, Jun.—Bich. 
Browne (do.) 



1446-7 William Alard — Thomas 
Sylton (Dering MSS.) 

1458-4 Gmacus Pet^t — Joseph 
Beverly (and not taiip. 
Edward V^ (do.) 



^ Notes and Qnerws, toL z, pp. 286, 85^ 392. 
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ON THE CHURCH AT WORTH. 

BT W. 8. WALPOBD, ESQ., F.S.A. 



Ths village of Worth is in the hundred of fiuttinghill. 
The parish is extensive in proportion to the population. The 
church stands about a nule eastward of the Three Bridges 
station on the London and Brighton Railway. It has long 
been regarded as an object of curiosity, and supposed by 
some to be very old ; by others to occupy an ancient site, and 
to be, in part at least, of rare antiquity. When Sir W. Burrell 
visited it in 1775, his attention was arrested by the chancel 
arch, which he thought much older than the rest of the build- 
ing. In more recent times, an antiquity, which I apprehend 
it would be very difficult to prove, has sometimes been claimed, 
if not for the building itself, yet for the site, as that of a very 
early Anglo-Saxon church. The history of churches in this 
country, even when they are in all probability of earlier date 
than the Conmiest, can rarely be carried back beyond the 
compilation of JDomesday. Unfortunately for my present sub- 
ject, no mention of Worth — neither of the church, nor even 
of the place— can be discovered in that record. We have 
therefore no evidence from it as to whether a church did or 
did not exist there at that time. The non-mention in Domes- 
day of a church at any particular place is not conclusive that 
there was not one. It was no part of the design of that 
survey to comprise the churches. In some parts of it they 
are entered ; in others they seem uniformly omitted, unless 
they had land belonging to them which fell within the inquiry 
of the Conqueror's commissioners. However in this case, 
though other Sussex churches are given, yet, since none of the 
lands in the parish can be identified, that no notice of the 
church can be discovered need not excite any doubt as to the 
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existence of one, if it can be made probable by other means. 
The earliest mention of a church at Worth, that I have met 
with, is in the Taxation of Pope Nicholas (c. 1291), but doubt- 
less it had then been built many years.^ The name of the 
place is Anglo-Saxon, and probably Saxon-English also. It 
signified a collection of houses, a street, a village, and some- 
times a principal residence with inferior houses about it for 
dependents, as was most likely the meaning in this instance. 
To such a residence a considerable quantity of land would be 
attached. Though the word occurs elsewhere alone as the 
name of a parish, it has almost universally some distinctive 
prefix to make it specific. With many such names of places 
all are fiamiliar. It would be too much to infer an Anglo- 
Saxon origin for the parish from this designation. It was a 
portion of a considerable forest which extended into other 
parishes. The district is still a forest country, pleasantly di- 
versified with hill and valley ; and it is not improbable that 
some of the wooded spots within it are parts of the primeval 
bush, which, though often invaded by the axe, have never 
been broken by the ploughshare, or clothed with herbage. 
Such a country was well adapted for the pleasures of the 
chase, and some Saxon eorl may very probably have fixed his 
abode at Worth. That its lords in somewhat later times took 
such pastime there we are not left to conjecture. Its imme- 
diate possessor after the Conquest is not certainly known, but 
it most likelv soon became part of the honour or barony of 
Lewes. I nave not found any mention of it even in the 
twelfth century. But when John de Warenne Earl of Surrey 
was summoned before the Justices in Eyre at Chichester in the 
7 Edw. I (1278) to show by what authority he exercised rights 
of free warren and free chase in Worth, Ditchling, Claydon, 
Cuckfield, and a great many other places in Sussex, he pleaded 
that his father, William de Warenne Earl of Surrey, had held 
the barony and honour of Lewes, to which these rights were 
annexed, and had died seized of them, and that he. Earl John, 
was his heir, but, being under age at his father's death, they 
had come into the hands of the king during his minority ; 
yet they were given up to him after he came of age, and 
he had done homage (ox them to the king. This plea was 

1 See note 8, next page. 
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allowed.^ It is needless to add that the honour and barony 
of Lewes were in the De Warennes bng before Earl William's 
time. He succeeded his father, the former earl, in 1202, and 
died in 1240, leaving his son Earl John a minor of the age 
of five years.^ In the course of those proceedings the ear] 
stated that he had parks at Worth, Cucl^eld, and Ditchling, 
and inquired whether the king claimed anything in them ; but 
his right to them was admitted by the counsel for the crown. 
He appears to have kept his parks and warrens so well stocked 
with game, that complaints were made by the neighbours of 
the devastation of their corn.^ Other acts are recorded which 
exhibit him as a very jealous guardian of his own forest rights, 
though by no means duly mindful of those of others. It is 
remarkable that in the proceedings against him, as they are 
enrolled among the Placita de Quo Warranto, Worth stands 
first, as if the most important of the numerous places in which 
he exercised the rights of free warren and chase, and also of 
those in which he had parks. The earl, whose title was so 
called in question, died in 1304, and was succeeded by his 
grandson John, the last earl of the name of Warenne ; who 
died without legitimate issue in 1847, seized of the manor of 
Worth, leaving his sister AUce, wife of lEdmund Fitz-Alan Earl 
of Arundel, his heir; to which family of Fitz-Alan this manor 
and many others held by him in Sussex eventually passed, 
notwithstanding an arrangement that led to the surrender of 
tiiem to the crown in 9 Edward II. The whole of the parish 
did not belong to this earl, since we find Sir Ralph Cobham, 
in 19 Edward II, died seized of a messuage and forty 
acres of land in it. In the Returns of the Lords of Town- 
ships, &c., for the purpose of effecting the militaiy levies in 
9 Edward II, Worth and Crawley (an adjoining parish) are 
associated, and the Earl of Surrey (De Warenne), Margaret 
wife of Michael Poining, and Giles de Flaiz, are named as the 



s Plaoita cb Quo Wammto, p. 760-1. 

' William Durrani Cooper, Esq., has 
informed me that there is in some Yolume 
of Uie Burrell Collections a oopj of an 
inquisition taken during the minority of 
one of the De Waiennes, Earls of Surrey, 
in the return to which is comprised an^ 
account of his forests, and mention is 
made in it of timber haying been ex- 



Cded about the church at Worth. He 
kindlj searched serdral times for the 
doctunen^ bat all his endeayours, as weQ 
as mj own, to discoyer it haye been un* 
successful. The minority was in all pro- 
bability that of this Earl Jdm, which 
extended from 1240 to 1256. 
^ Bot. Hundred, ii, p. 210. 
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lords and lady ; but it does not appear that either of the last 
two had anythinff in Worth. 

To revert to tne church ; since both historical and docu- 
mentary testimony fails us for establishing its date, let us see 
what kmd of a building it is, and what evidence is furnished 
by itself of the time of its erection. Having carefully in- 
spected it, and had the assistance of some architectural draw- 
ings which have been made for the Society by Mr. F. T. DoU- 
man, and of some photographs by Dr. Diamond, an honorary 
member, who is well known for his obliging readiness to give 
to the cause of archaeology the aid of his surpassing skill in 
this new art, I will endeavour to present a more complete 
description of this church than has, I believe, yet appeared. 
It may be premised that it stands in a spacious churchyard, 
which is entered from the north-west by a lichgate of some 
antiquity. Owing perhaps to the extent of the yard, and to 
the paucity of inhabitants in past times, there has been no re- 
markable accumulation of earth about the church, as is some- 
times found to be the case where a church is of great age, or 
occupies a very old site. 

The church is cruciform ; consisting of a nave, with north 
and south transepts, and a chancel, semi-circular at the east 
end, and longer than is commonly found in Norman churches in 
proportion to the nave. (See plan, opposite p. 241 .) There is no 
aisle or tower, nor any indication of there ever having been any. 
Over thenorth transept has been erected awooden bell-chamber, 
rising into a dwarf shingled spire, which rests on four wooden 
uprights or supports within, and gives it the appearance of a 
low tower. The walls of the nave and transepts are covered 
with plaster, both within and without ; and the chancel is also 
plastered within, but without it is covered with thick white- 
wash, and appears to be built of roughly squared stones or 
rubble ; and the walls of the whole church are most likely of 
the same material. Externally the nave and *transepts nave 
stone quoins, except at the north-west comer of the former, 
where a buttress has been erected.^ These are of what may 
be called long-and-short work; but the difference between 
the stones in size is not so great, nor the alternations of long 

* Thangh indicated in the plan, no part of the north-weet quoin, if it exist, is now 
TisiUe. 
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and short so regular, as are commonly found in work to 
which that name is applied. More remarkable than these are 
a stringcourse and some pilasters. The stringcourse is now 
defective, but was once carried, with little interruption, round 
the whole building, at rather more than half the height of 
the walls ; below this, and supporting it, while they rest on 
a projecting double course of stone now imperfect, but once 
probably running also round the building, and forming a 
base near the ground, are the pilasters, each about 14 inches 
wide by 3 deep, of long-and-short work as irregular as the 
quoins ; and there are some fragments of others, as if the like 
had formerly existed all round at intervals of from five to six 
feet. The base in two stages, 
ihe upper receding, merits a 
passing remark ; for, rude as it 
IS, it reminds us of the gra- 
duated plinths in classical archi- 
tecture, from which it may have 
been derived through debased 
examples that once existed in 
this country, whether executed 
during the^B^man occupation, 
or by the followers of Augustine. 
The situations of the pilasters 
of which there are any remains 
and the stone base are shown on 
the plan, and a cut of the two 
pilasters near the south-west cor- 
ner is here given. No certain 
trace of any pilaster appears 

above the stringcourse. The walls of the channel are lower 
than those of the nave ; but the roof is higher, being of 
sharper pitch. The stringcourse of the chancel is also pro- 
portionately lower (about sixteen inches) than that of the 
nave : on the latter it is chamfered, while on the former it 
appears to have been flat. Small portions only of it now 
remain on the chancel : these are on the south ana the north- 
east sides. The stringcourse on each transept is about its 
own width lower than that on the nave, and flat like that on 
the chancel ; and from it the roofs of the transepts spring, so 
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that, exclusively oi the bell-chamber and spire, they are hoQi 
much lower than the nave. The present roofs of the whole 
bailding are ccmiparatively modem, and slated with common 
slates, except of course the spire. Beside the buttress erected 
at the west end, flush with the north-west comer of the nave, 
in consequence probably of some settlement, there are no 
less than six modern buttresses about the east end, three of 
stone and three of brick, disfiguring the chancel ; as if on 
two occasions apprehensions had prevailed as to its safety ; 
and the wall under the east window, for a considerable height, 
has the additional suppcM't of a mass of masonry, battering or 
sloping outwards nearly six feet at the base. This probably is 
of the same date as the stone buttresses, betwe^i two of wluch 
it is placed. At the south end of the south transept is a 
somewhat similar, though smaller, mass of masonry of earlier 
date than that just mentioned. Some have supposed it to be 

Eart cS the original foundation. But the quoins there are of 
iter date than the rest, and afford a strong inference that the 
south end of that transept has been rebuilt. It is therefore 
more probable that this masonry was an addition when that 
repair was executed. To such rough work it is difficult, if 
not impossible, to assign a date within any moderate limits. 
The buttresses and masses of masonry are indicated on the 
plan in linear shading. 

There are two ancient doorways : one at the west end, and 
another, much smaller, on the south side of the nave. These 
are in the same style, and both are manifestly insertions. 
Their forms and mouldings are alike, and seem referable to 
the early part of the fourteenth century. No unquestionable 
trace of any other doorway remains visible, but the plaster 
within and without may fully account for this. Mr. Hussey 
has mentioned some traces of a small round-headed doorway^ 
now filled up, as existing on the exterior between the soutii 
door and the west end.^ There is, from some cause, a &int 
semicircular mark on the plaster, such as the head of a 
gravestone placed against it might have left ; but I question 
whether any would be found in the masonry. Two stone 
brackets, one on each side of the west door, indicate that it 

* Notes on Chnrohet in Kant, Sosaex, and Snrray, p. 306. 
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ODce had a porch : the south door has still one of wood, but 
of no great antiquity. 

Within the walls, the nave is 59J feet by 26i, and the 
chancel, including the archway connecting it with the uave, is 
34 feet 9 inches by 21 feet. The chancel arch is very effective, 
both from its size and its proportions. It is 14 feet 1 inch 
in span, semicircular, and of a single order, measuring at its 
highest point from the floor 22 feet 5f inches. (See print 
opposite.) It springs, at the height of about 15^ feet, from 
massive semicircular jambs or piers, with remarkable imposts 



or capitals, each consisting of a flat cushion and a square 
abacus, with an intervening quarter-round moulding. (See the 
above cut.)' On the western face of it was a double square 
hood-moulding, the under member being in lower relief than 
the upper ; of this member (the upper) only a small portion 
next the north capital remains. The eastern face has a single 
square hood-moulding, equal in width to the double one on 
the other. On the same face {i.e., the eastern) is a bold half- 

' We u« indebted for the drswin| of 
ttut capital to Alexander Ifeibitt, Eiq., 
wbOM pencil ftamished the diswing of 
VIII. 
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round moulding, descending from each capital to the floor. 
The piers and arch are about three feet thick^exclusive of mould- 
ings, and the stones of which they are constructed extend 
through the whole thickness. The work is deficient in the neat* 
ness and regularity which are characteristic of Norman masonry. 
There is a want of parallelism and similarity in parts which 
should have been respectively parallel and alike. The two 
capitals, though at first sight dike, will be found dissimilar 
in their proportions and sectional lines, as if worked by dif- 
ferent hands, without tha ordinary care to secure Ukeness 
where the design did not contemplate diversity. The intended 
horizontal lines of the north abacus slightly converge, and the 
half-round descending from the capital deviates considerably 
from the perpendicular. These irregularities are apparent in 
the cut. On removing part of the pewing next one of the 
piers, no trace of any base was discovered. The floor of the 
eastern half of the chancel is raised four steps, and this pro- 
bably was so, if not originally, yet at least in the fifteenth 
century ; for the east window, which is an insertion of that 
period, is at an unusual height ; and the piscina, which is 
perpendicular, and a plain stone bench for sedilia under a 
flat Tudor arch, correspond with the present elevation of the 
floor. 

The transepts, which, though much alike, do not exactly 
correspond in proportions or position, are respectively about 
19 by 14 feet within the walls, exclusive of the space under 
the arches opening into them from the nave. Those arches, 
one of which (the south) is now much mutilated, were about 
8 feet 8 inches in span, semicircular, and sprang from square 
jnnibs. They rise to 14 feet 7 inches above the floor, and are 
quite plain. The imposts should seem to have consisted of 
two members on each jamb, the upper projecting beyond the 
lower. They were in all probabiUty both square and per- 
fectly plain, as if left in block ; and a plain square moulding 
descended from them to the floor on the inner side in a cor- 
responding situation to the half-round on the east face of the 
chancel arch. All these have been removed, with the excep- 
tion of small portions on the jambs of both transepts. The 
masonry is remarkable in places for its rudeness, small irre- 
gular stones being let in among large ones. The jambs and 
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imposts of the arch of the south transept have been to a great 
extent cut away, to accommodsrte the occupiers of some pews 
within it, so as to give this arch a strange appearance ; but its 
original form may be made out by comparing it with that on 
the north side. There is a semicircular arch of very good 
masonry in the east wall of this transept, partly built up. 
Probably an altar may have stood there. These transept arches 
are about 9 feet west of the junction of the nave and chancel; 
and the transepts are, as has been mentioned, much lower 
than the nave. The entrances into them from the churchyard 
are modem. 

The windows are of various dates, and are all evidently 
insertions, unless a very small semicircular-headed window in 
the east side of the north transept be original. There is no 
external splay to it, and it has little to indicate its date beside 
its form and size. Such a window however might, I conceive, 
be of any period, and therefore this may be original. On the 
north side of the church are two small lancet windows above 
the stringcourse — one in the nave, nearly opposite the south 
door ; and the other, somewhat larger, in the chancel. I call 
them both lancets : the former is clearly so ; and, though the 
latter appears now with a semicircular head, the splay, which 
is internal only, is pointed, and the stone forming the head is 
modem, having been inserted when the window was reopened 
and glazed with modern painted glass about ten years ago. 
None of the other windows are much, if at all, earUer than 
the fourteenth century : several are of the fifteenth. Among 
the latter is the east window, which is a small one of three 
lights, and, as has been observed, at an unusual height. 
Among the former is a small window in the space between 
the south transept and the chancel, on the jambs of which 
and on the wall near it are some remains of a diaper pattern in 
colour. This window, and that in the north end of the north 
transept, may be of the thirteenth century. The most re- 
markable window of the fourteenth century is that over the 
west doorway, with which it appears to be contemporaneous. 
Both the doorways are in the decorated style, with the over- 
lapping roll for a hood-moulding, and are probably referable 
to about 1330. The hood-moulding of the window is different, 
and what might be thought some years later : the tracery 
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however is decorated, and in it is an escutcheon with the arms 
of De Warenne in glass of that time. These are most likely 
the coat of John de Warenne Earl of Surrey, who succeeded to 
the earidom and to the lordship of Worth in 1304, and died 
without legitimate issue in 1347. The window in the south 
transept is a modern imitation of that just described. 

The roof is flat and modem. It is ceiled and whitewashed 
in the nave and panelled in the chancel, and has the appear- 
ance of having undergone some comparatively recent repair. 

The Font, which stands near the south door, is curious : it 
consists in reahty of two fonts placed one upon the other. 
This is not suggested by its appearance, for the lower, which 
is 1 foot 6 inches high, is not very unlike many supports of 
fonts of the twelfth or thirteenth century, being ap^Mrently a 



square resting on a short cylinder between four columns, on a 
square base common to all. The upper font is 1 foot 4;! inches 
high, and nearly square, viz., 2 feet 2 inches by 2 feet, having 
three of the sides enriched with ornamental carving, and the 
fourth plain, as if designed to stand against a wall. The 
carvings, as it now stands, are, on the south side six pointed 
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qnatrefoils, 8 and 8 ; on the east a double arcade of pointed 
arches, the lower plain, the upper trifoliated ; and on the north 
a double cross moline. There is nothing that indicates any 
great difference of date between the two fonts : a few years 
before and after the commencement of the thirteenth century 
might probably suffice for both. Opinions may even differ as 
to which is the earlier ; but I think the lower one was first 
executed, and that the other may be as late as the early part of 
the reign of Henry III. It is not easy to account for such an 
arrangement. From the manner in which they fit one on the 
other, without very obvious marks of mutilation to bring them 
to this state, the later might seem to have been designed for 
that purpose, the east and west sides of the upper (which are 
those farthest apart) being slightly chamfered at their bases to 
bring them even with the top of the lower font. But, on 
examination, I think it will be found that the base of the 
arcade on the east side has been slightly cut away by the 
chamfer; and this may justify us in concluding that the upper 
font was not designed for its present situation. 

Having described the church with some minuteness of 
detail, I proceed to consider what may be the date of it. 
Mr. Bloxam, Mr. Sharpe, and others who have seen it, have 
come to the conclusion that it is substantially an Anglo-Saxon 
building ; and, what is rare, that there has been no deviation 
from the original ground-plan, though without doubt there 
have been great repairs at various times, and windows and 
doorways inserted, and the roof throughout replaced by a 
modem one. In this opinion, after a careful examination of 
what I believe to be the grounds of it, I am brought to 
acquiesce. Little is known of the early ecclesiastical archi- 
tecture of the Anglo-Saxons. As the companions and followers 
of Augustine erected churches of stone, no doubt it was in the 
Roman style as then practised in Italy, but with little, if any, 
ready-wrought materials at command. Bede, writing about 
780, contrasts the practice of the Christians of Scotland, who 
built them entirely of wood {robore secto), with that of the 
English, who built of stone.^ A portion of the church at 
Jarrow, in which he officiated, is believed to remain. The 
style, gradually debased, became what is now called Anglo- 

* Lib. iii, c. 25. 
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Saxon. The domestic edifices of the Anglo-Saxons were chiefly 
of wood ; and smaller churches^ where stone was scarce and 
timber plentiful, were probably of that material. A taste for 
carpentry forms for decoration, even in stone, appears to have 
grown up in this country before the Conquest. The pecu- 
liarities of the Anglo-Saxon style have been noticed by several 
writers, and they are perhaps nowhere better stated than in 
the later editions of Mr. Bloxam's Principles of Gothic JScele- 
siastical Architecture. 

In no part of this church have I found any kind of con- 
struction or decoration peculiarly Norman, except perhaps the 
arch in the east wall of the south transept, which seems later 
masonry than the transept arches. The most remarkable in- 
dications of its being of Anglo-Saxon workmanship are the 
quoins and pilasters, especifdiy the latter. Narrow ribs of 
stone, giving the masonry the appearance of carpentry, occur 
on divers churches believed to be Anglo-Saxon ; and pilas- 
ters, having considerable resemblance to these, exist on the 
churches of Corhampton, Hants, and Stanton Lacy, Shrop- 
shire, which are generally held to belong to that period ; and 
also, according to Mr. Sharpe, at \Volbeding, in this county, 
which he considers to be Anglo-Saxon.^ Some of the pilas- 
ters at Corhampton, if not at Stanton Lacy, still rise to the 
roof, and it is not clear whether they were ever cut or tied 
midway by a stringcourse. At the present time there is no 
indisputable evidence of there having ever been any pilasters 
at Worth above the stringcourse. Over each pilaster of the 
nave is a crack in the plaster, but that may be due to other 
causes than the existence of the remains of a pilaster there ; 
and on the north side of the chancel, over that near the lancet 
window, is a disturbed appearance in the masonry, dimly seen 
through the whitewash, possibly occasioned by the removal of 
an upper pOaster. If indeed any traces exist in the masonry, 
they are covered by the plaster and whitewash. The chancel 
arch and the arches leading to the transepts are also in favour 
of an ante-norman date. Beside their general character and 
the absence of Norman ornament, the large stones of which 
the chancel arch is constructed, its irregular masonry, the pecu- 

* SeeProoeedingsof the meeting of the p. 14, at the end of roL VII of these 
Axdueological InBtitute at Chichester, Collections, 
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liar capitals, the square and double square hood-mouldings, 
the descending half-round, the plain jambs of the transept 
arches, their double square imposts, the descending square 
moulding, and the peculiar masonry of those jambs, all accord 
with Anglo-Saxon architecture better than with Norman. The 
great length of the chancel in proportion to the nave is re« 
markable, and not usual in Norman churches ; but I place no 
reliance upon it, for the like is found at Sompting ; where the 
position of the communication between the Anglo-Saxon tower 
and the later nave is adverse to a supposition that the present 
nave and chancel occupy the site of the earlier church .^^ 

It may appear strange, that, if this church be Anglo-Saxon, 
there should be no unquestionable trace of any original door- 
way or window. But, as the original church must have had 
a doorway and windows, this objection would be equally 
applicable to the assignment of any date to it prior to the 
thirteenth century ; yet the church is certainly older than that 
period. A comparison of the intervals of the pilasters on the 
south side makes it probable that an original doorway occupied 
the site of the present south door. The absence of all such 
traces may be accounted for, not only by the plaster and 
whitewash, but by both the doorways occupying the places of 
the former doorways, and some of the windows being enlarge- 
ments of those which preceded them. 

It has been noticed that the roofs of the transepts spring 
from the stringcourses. Seeing that the earliest windows in 
the nave and chancel are lancets, and are above the string- 
course, and no pilaster appears there, I have been led to con- 
sider whether it is likely that the original roofs of the nave 
and chancel also sprang from the stringcourses, and whether 
the walls may not have been raised above the stringcourse in 
the thirteenth century, and those lancet windows made in the 
new work. The walls of Stanton Lacy Church do not appear 
to have ever been lower than these now are, and those of Cor- 
hampton but little so ; and, if the roofs of this nave and chancel 
ever sprang from the stringcourses, they must have been low, 
especially the chancel, as the stringcourse on it is not so high 
as that on the nave. Still it is remarkable, that the string- 

^ See a plan of Sompting Church, ArehaoL Jouxnal, toL zi, p. 141. 
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course of the nave and the capitals of the piers of the chancel 
arch are nearly on a level, as if designed with reference to 
each other ; and, if the roof had a pitch not greater than might 
be expected on an Anglo-Saxon church, there would have been 
ample room for that arch, which we have seen is 22 feet 
6|: inches in the opening above the floor, the radius being 
about 7 feet, and the piers about 16~ feet: add to which, 
that th^ walls of Dunham Church, Suffolk, which are reputed 
to be Anglo-Saxon, are, if I mistake not, no higher than these 
would be if they did not rise above the stringcourse. Had 
these been raised, the upper part of the quoins would be iater 
than the lower ; and at the south-west comer of the nave a 
few stones near the top, but no more, look later than the rest: 
on the other hand, however, the quoin at the south-east corner 
has all the appearance of being original to the present roof, and 
if this be so, the wall cannot have been raised as supposed. 
On the whole, I am induced to think the walls are of their 
original height; but, should indubitable traces of similar 
pilasters above the stringcourse be hereafter discovered, the 
question would be settled beyond all reasonable doubt. 

A supposed difference in the stringcourse on the north side 
of the nave, and the absence of pilasters below it, led Mr. 
Hussey to conclude the north wall had been rebuilt, though 
on the old foundation. If so, it must in all probability have 
taken place when or before the lancet window was formed. 
But that stringcourse is in fact chamfered like the one on the 
south side, and in other respects bears a great resemblance to 
it, and is as near as may be of the same height. Pilasters 
have been removed, we know, either wholly or in part, from 
other portions of the building, and therefore there is nothing 
improbable in supposing that those on the north side of the 
nave may have been taken away when some great reparation 
was effected ; which may have been when the buttress was 
erected at the north-west comer. Whatever traces of them 
remained would now be concealed by the plaster. 

In conclusion, I would observe, that though I concur in the 
opinion that this church is substantially Anglo-Saxon, I see no 
good reason for believing it to be of earlier date than the first 
half of the eleventh century. I incline to think the nave and 
chancel were not built at .once ; for the difference in the height 
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of the stringcourses upon them, not to mention the variation 
in form, suggests that the chancel was first erected. Being a 
forest country, there may have been a temporary wooden nave 
which was shortly afterwards replaced by the present, for the 
interval cannot have been long. The stringcourses on the 
transepts resemble that on the chancel ; but then they were 
never free and independent strings, but were, I conceive, ori- 
ginally introduced merely to carry the roofs, or at least to 
mark to the eye the roof-bearing lines. Etheldred II married 
in 1002 a Norman princess, who afterwards became the 
queen of his successor Canute. She was the mother of 
Edward the Confessor by Etheldred. A Norman influence 
in architecture began to be experienced, it is believed, in this 
island several years before the Conquest, and it is said to 
have been encouraged by the Confessor, who had spent some 
years in Normandy. Still, if the inscribed stone found on 
the site of Deerhurst Church, Gloucestershire, recorded the 
erection of that church,^^ as seems most probable, the Anglo- 
Saxon peculiarities had not, it is manifest, become extinct at 
that period of the Confessor's reign. Opinion will always 
outrun assignable evidence and logical inference ; and, if I 
were required to state more definitely when I think this 
church was built, I should say that it was commenced and 
the chancel completed, I conceive, in the latter part of the 
troubled reign of Etheldred II, or in the somewhat more 
quiet one of Canute, and the nave was added in the reign of 
Edward the Confessor, not long after his accession. 

1^ Companion to the Glossaiy of Architecture, p. 26. 



VIII. 32 



EXTRACTS FROM THE "ITER SUSSEXIENSE " » 

OF DR. JOHN BURTON. 

TRAJSBXJitKD 

BY W. H. BLAAUW, ESQ., M.A., F.S.A. 



XBAD XT HOBSHAM, JULY 12, 1856. 



Among the witnesses to the almost inaccessible condition 
of Sussex in former times, few are more remarkable than 
Dr. Burton, who, little more than a hundred years ago, wrote 
an account of his occasional visits to the coimty, partly in 
Latin, but principally in Greek. 

The bad roads then made a journey across the country so 
slow and difficult, that this learned scholar seems to have 
thought himself entitled to impart something of the same 
character to any attempt to follow his footsteps through the 
Sussex mud, and, by composing his " Essays of a Traveller" in 
Greek and Latin, effectually impeded any frequent or popular 
intercourse with his remarks. He avowed, indeed, his con- 
tempt, as we shall presently see, for the opinion of those who 
could not understand his Latin. The natural result has been 
that his description of Sussex men and manners has remained 
almost unknown, and, although written with much liveliness 
and shrewdness of observation, requires, and, it is hoped, 
justifies the present attempt to introduce it to wider notice. 

Dr. John Burton's connection with Sussex was only acci- 
dental, as he was bom, in 1696, at Wemb worth in Devonshire, 
where his father was rector. While yet only seventeen, he 
went to Oxford, and was elected a scholar of Corpus Christi 
College, and, after becoming B.A., continued there as tutor 
and Greek lecturer for fifteen years, superintending also the 
Clarendon press. 

^ Oioiiropowroc MtkerfifuiTa sire Iter et J. Bmngton, in Cfemeterio PftolinOs 
SarrienBe et SussezieiiBe. — ^Per^grinantur, et J. lEletdier, Oxon. mbooui. 
niflticantur. Londini, prostant apud J. 
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Although not an Etonian by education, he was in the year 
1733 elected a Fellow of Eton College, a favour he owed to 
having had many Etonians as his pupils. When he went to 
take possession of the vicarage of Mapledurham, to which he 
had been appointed in 1734, he found there Mrs. Littleton, 
the widow of the former vicar, vnth her three daughters, and 
they were compassionately allowed by him to remain. This 
intimacy, after one of his visitors, a neighbouring clergyman, 
had found the lady acting as his barber and shaving him, soon 
resulted in his marrying her. The daughters continued his 
guests even after his wife's death in 1 748, and he then resided 
principally at Eton College. He seems to have acquired a 
nickname there, as in a satirical pamphlet of 1749, he is styled 
" Jack of Eton, commonly callea Jack the Giant." He took 
the degree of B.D. and D.D., and published many sermons. 
He became rector of Worplesham in Surrey in 1766; and 
dying at Eton on February 11, 1771, at the age of seventy- 
six, was buried at the entrance of the inner chapel of the 
college. There is, however, no monumental record of him there. 

All his works were printed at Oxford, and occupy five 
volumes, of which — 1st and 2nd are Sermons, 1764; 3rd, 
Remarks on Clarendon, 1744; 4th, Cfpmcuia Miscellanea 
Tkeolofficay without date ; 5th, Opmctda Miscellanea Metrico- 
prosaica^ 1771. This last contains voffowroQ fuKin^iLcn-a — 
oht%opow7og li^sKerviyMTa — IterSusseanense — aToSw^ii^itff, carmen 
epistolare — «ToJiifJijwTo; jxf A€Tii|x«Ttf, a Journey in France — a 
Lamentation over his Dying Wife? 

Before passing on to his Sussex travels, this account of the 
author may.be fitly concluded by the critical remarks, with 
which the learned Provost of Eton, Dr. Hawtrey, who had been 
personally informed of the character of Dr. Burton by a late 
Etonian, remembering him as a contemporary, has been good 
enough to furnish this brief sketch : — " He was a very re- 
markable man. Among the many very curious MSS. he left, 
one was an 'Essay on Projected Improvements in Eton School,* 
never printed, and since lost. It is said that he grew unpo- 

' The details of his life, in Chalmen' In Watts's Bibliotheca Britannica, 1824, 

Biographical Dictionary, are mainly taken he is erroneously described as " M.D. and 

from a Memoir, written by his firiend and Antiquary," and many medical works are 

cousin, Dr. Edward Bentham, Canon of wrongly ascribed to him. 
Christ ChuToh, and published at the time. 
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pular among the Eton authorities, from being a great Jrondeur. 
He was a scholar of great reading and remarkable facility in 
composition, both Greek and Latin, though few of his works 
in that way would bear the severity of modem criticism. He 
edited the nevraXoynt (which, until Person's time, had a high 
reputation) with notes and version : the former showing some 
elegance of taste, but no deep philological knowledge.' 

Dr. Burton's visits to Sussex arose wholly from his mother 
having taken as her second husband, Dr. John Bear, the rector 
of Shermanbury. It was to visit them that his Sussex journeys 
were made, and after their deaths he put up a monument to 
their memory in their parish church. 

After this introduction to our learned traveller, we shall be 
better qualified to estimate his remarks on the state of society 
which he found in Sussex in 1751 ; and before plunging with 
him into the Sussex mud, we must remember that he had just 
been enjoying himself at Oxford with his old friends before he 
started on this journey ; and the unpleasant contrast between 
what he left and what he went to, probably contributed to 
give him a disrelish for the company of the Sussex squires and 
clergy, such as he describes them. His severe remarks on 
them are now happily as archaeological, and unlike the present 
reality, as are those on the roads, through which he plodded 
his weary way perforce on horseback. 

As his Greek Journey occupies fifty-two, and his Latin 
fourteen, pages, the translated extracts will be restricted more 
to the social condition than to the geogr^hy of the county. 

Before leaving Oxford (O^ov<iid£v) he had promised his 
friend, W. Greenaway, the Vice-Principal of Hart Hall, to 
send him a Greek diary of his progress ; and he accordingly 
soon reports his arrival at Henley (HvXsittv) by noon for 
dinner, his crossing the Thames by a wretched bridge of 
loosely joined planks, and his arrival at Windsor (OvivSvi(r»pisiv) 
by sunset. He is in ecstasies of admiration at the queenly 
position of the castle, " the most stately and most royal of 
royal objects ;" and the next day, stops to enjoy the avenues 
and trim gardens of Hampton Court before reaching London 
(Bff (TiAoToAiv) His course then lies over Banstead Downs to 
Epsom, where he treats his friend with an enthusiastic account 
of "the most beautiful and best-frequented races in England/* 
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and of the medicinal springs of Epsom, then in fashion. He 
becomes the guest for two days of a distinguished family 
here, and on leaving them breaks out into hearty gratitude to 
his hosts thus : — " Oh ! Jupiter of friendship, good-fellowship 
and hospitality, preserve for ever the house of the Beauclerks."^ 

Dr. Burton then describes the two roads leading down from 
the chalk hills — one to Reigate, the other to Darking (niy 
6a^%iyyviv\ both leading into Koilo-Surrey (as he says the 
low country might be fairly named, after the Asiatic KOiAotrsppitf), 
and onwards into '' Sussex, a muddy, fertile, and pastoral 
country, smooth and flat indeed, when seen from afar, but 
not easy to ride or drive through ; so that, having thereby 
earned a bad name, it has passed into a by-word, and any 
difficulty hard to get through, or struggle against, may, by a 
simile, be called the Sussex bit of the road (to Yjuj^rvHia^ov rm 
oX«v)."— P. 19). 

He then speaks of '' that shirking and runaway river the 
Mole'' (Svtf'OTToc Mtfi ancohi^myiOQ A^raAdt^), and of the beauties 
of Box Hill (%«;« ro<c mJiivoii iuffeix), where '' a certain fetid 
fragrance {io<ruSv\Q tiq £vo<tim») is spread all around." He con- 
siders that part of the country so hilly and desert, that hard- 
working ploughmen and herdsmen ought not to live there, 
lest they should be starved, but only those wonder-working 
and air-fed poets (dtfufuervpyoi x«i at^toaHOi Toi^rect) who rave so 
finely about Parnassus. 

During his visit to the top of Leith Hill, a violent storm 
of rain fell below him, without wetting him, so that when he 
came down, and continued his journey into Sussex, he asto- 
nished those he met. 

'' We then came to a certain village situated in the plain, 
and the principal man of the village (d MMfji«;%iiO, very hospita- 
ble according to his own manner and breeding, met us very 
friendly, and, touching our clothes, cried out, in wonder at 
their being dry, * Oh, master, where could you have come 
from to us, not to be wetted by such showers ?' * Neither by 
the plain, my good man, nor by the clouds, so it seems that I 
must have come down from heaven, but whether by machinery 
or not, here I am, ready for dinner.* 

' 01 Zcv €rcup€Uf KOI t^tVTU KOI (cvtf, Tov TMV BovffiXi^itfV oiicov Cf alt |u» ^ca- 
ffiitcov, — p. 15. 
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" That village was called Stone Street, clearly thus spe- 
cially named 'Stone paved' {Aiborrfwrog), as being a most rare 
and precious thing in a stoneless country. This indeed was 
formerly the public military road, constructed by the Romans 
1500 years ago, as they say, leading from Arundel and the 
seacoast stations, as far as to the metropolis of the Tnno- 
bantes. The greater part of it indeed has now been destroyed 
by the farmers, who, it seems, have covetously appropriated 
to themselves these public lands, and enclosed them with 
hedges. Its great age has not yet loosened this southern 
portion, which for about thirty furlongs (jraJiuv) survives, 
and remains firm and imbroken, a memorial for ever, at once 
useful to the community, and reproachful to the neighbour- 
hood, since it alone maintains itself well adapted for horses 
and carriages by its own intrinsic strength. Reflecting upon 
this road, you would soon perceive that it was the sumptuous 
work — not of the surrounding natives, for their population 
was not equal to the execution of any such thing — ^but of an 
all-ruling nation. You may ask perhaps from whence has 
been brought all this solid material, and all this huge accumu- 
lation of stone in a country without stone ? You will indeed 
wonder when you hear that the chalk hills in the distance to 
the south, and the seabeach, have supplied all this material, 
the proof of which are the stones, sand, sea-weeds, flags, and 
shells which are even now occasionally found in the fragments 
and ruins. It is said among the natives, that the hands of 
soldiers, numerous and stout, by beginning from the sea and 
thus advancing forward, accomplished this matchless work. 
As to the Romans, I praise them for many of their high-souled 
and magnificent ideas, but not least for their public establish- 
ments and works, and on this very day most especially do I 
praise them, while travelling on this stone causeway; for from 
the moment I left it, I fell immediately upon all that was 
most bad, upon a land desolate and muddy, whether inhabited 
by men or beasts a stranger could not easily distinguish, and 
upon roads which were, to explain concisely what is most 
abominable, Sussexian.^ No one would imagine them to be 
intended for the people and the public, but rather the by- 
ways of individuals, or more truly the tracks of cattle-drivers ; 
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for everywhere the usual footmarks of oxen appeared, and we 
too, who were on horseback, gomg on zigzag almost like oxen 
at plough (€8^;o^i)Sov), advanced as if we were turning back, 
while we followed out all the twists of the roads. Not even 
now, though in summer time, is the wintry state of the roads 
got rid of; for the wet, retained even till now in this mud, is 
sometimes splashed upwards all of a sudden to the annoyance 
of travellers. Our horses could not keep on their legs on 
account of these slippery and rough parts of the roads, 
but sliding and tumbling on their way, and almost on their 
haunches, with all their haste got on but slowly. Advancing 
in this manner for about eighty furlongs, without dust indeed, 
but not without dirt, we saw on our right, not far off, the 
lofty spire of a certam church constructed with wooden tUes 
put together rather in stone-fashion.^ 

'' Horsham itself now appeared to us the metropolis of all 
in the Weald of Anderida,® ancient and populous. The 
County Gaol and Assize Court^ are established there. The 
people of the country flock in at the yearly judicial assemblies, 
as also for the weekly market, where salesmen from London 
buy with ready money so many thousand of the chicken race.® 
Nor should this be omitted (since, as wayfarers, we enjoyed 
its great convenience), that around the town, in the muddy 
district itself, a certain sandy and rideable plain arises, about 
thirty furlongs in circumference, where a sort of treasure is 
found, precious from its rarity in the country. From the 
quarries of stone there, they work out spUt slabs and use 
tnem instead of tiles to roof their houses.^ The town is 
therefore especially famous for these. In the bottom, that 
most slow-flowing of rivers, the Arun,^° in which trout thrives, 
flows down from hence towards the south, and, becoming 
navigable about Arundel, falls lower down into the sea. 

" We then proceeded through a forest which has its name 
frt)m St. Leonard,^^ extensive and easily travelled through. 

* voov Tivoc wvoautia ifXcSarov irXiv- apyvpi^ tfitrparTBiTiv 6i Aiaviivo9€v 
Qitav c{ |vX(V(tfv XiBoiiitoQ wutQ trvvifp- ifiiropoi, 

rfiuevriv. — P. 30. In common phra«c, ' irXcuac awitrxivfuvac clcpyo^ovrai, 

« BoineleB." koi ravrcue avrt. Kipafuav xp^iuvoi tqc 

' 7/ Qpffafifi 4 tv TO ipvfiutSu Av^c- otKioQ cir(OT<ya^if<ny. 
ptSttv airaviav /AfiTpowoAic, ^^ 6 rutv irorofAiifv tpaivwoptararoCi 6 

7 iifriuarfipwv ro travBtifUOV km to Apsv, 
iiKaffTfipiov. ^' vawos, ro airo tb iv ayioic Afwrop^ci 

* m oKiKTpvovim ytvovf fivpia 6oa ovofuxZofUyov, 
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After passing this, we fell again upon the especially impassable 
Sussex roads ;^ and the remainder of this journey, though in 
itself a little one and short, appeared to us unreasonably 
lengthened beyond need, and the ride was such as to be 
thoroughly disagreable, more especially to us who were un- 
used to such difficulties. The surface of the earth deceived 
and impeded us in our advance, for although apparently dry, 
and looking firm, yet it entrapped us, as we went on, into 
tumbles and much muddiness, so that the day was already 
fading away when we arrived at the long-desired dwelling/^ 

This was the rectory-house of Shermanbury (£^;/x«vS8pia) 
where Dr. Burton's mother Uved, as the wife of Dr. John Bear. 
He was of course warmly welcomed by the aged rector, 
'' venerable both by his aspect and his priestly profession, 
and thoroughly devout, during all his life, both in mind and 
education.'' Dr. Burton vouchsafes to say that he lived there 
in comfort and moderation " not unpleasantly" (vx ufiiosg). He 
then describes the habits of the country people, with some 
phrases as to their dialect rather pedantic, but showing that 
his ear had readily caught the peculiar intonation of Sussex, 
often laying the accent on the last syllable. 

''The men there, as not being accustomed to quit their 
homes for the sake of traffic, or any other purpose, generally 
live by themselves, and, being bom on the soil, continue un- 
refined. Nor does it seem at all strange if, mixed up with so 
much mud, some sordidness should also stain in some degree 
the frame of their minds. Their manners therefore are not 
the most gentlemanlike or agreeable, but neither are they 
quite barbarous.^^ In their persons not corpulent, but rather 
spare and thin-shanked ; in their diet generally frugal ; and in 
their cookery, being neither dainty nor expensive, they care 
most for pork, which indeed they prepare skilfully, by steep- 
ing in brine. After being thus pickled, somewhat in the 
Egyptian manner, they slice it off when cured, as the family 
may want. They also cook a certain lump of barley meal, 
looking much like mud itself, and hardened like iron,^^ offering 
it at meals instead of bread. These you will find universally. 

" nf C 20<wi|(caffif c ra car cCoxifv ^* e{ dXfiruv fiaZav rtva^ r^ inyXw^et 

^v&^ra, avTifi hfUHOrariiv coi ffidiipti rpowov 

^ H fuv lunv cXcvOcpM>raroi cat xa» wvKVHfUvtiv. 
puvraTOi^ aXX* Bit SopbopiCfi^n. 
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*' As to their edacation and studies, what can one say P 
They do not concern themselves with literature or philosophy^ 
for they consider such things to be only idling ; but they 
persevere in paying attention to the whole art and practice of 
breeding cattle, and, being greedy of gain, and terrible over- 
reachers, they despise everything else. They are very ambi- 
tious hereabouts to be reckoned the most skilful in rearing 
cattle, and such like, and they plough and drive waggons 
with oxen in preference to horses. Everybody has, one might 
say ironicaUy, an ox in his mouth {€ovg e^i yAwTxiy),^^ for all 
their anxiety is about that. 

" In their dialect they are not very Attic, but neither are 
they Boeotian ; they do not speak very mincingly, as in the 
court fashion, but they do not lengthen out their vowels in 
the rustic fashion ; they stretch out some words in their pro- 
nunciation in the Ionic manner, while they make others broad 
in the Doric manner, and, dividing the syllables of the words, 
they raise their voice, as if accented, to a sharp pitch, and 
moreover deUver all their words fluently and in a sort of sing- 
song.^* The more shrill-toned they may be, the more valued 
they are ; and in church they sing psalms, by preference, not 
set to the old and simple tune, but as if in a tragic chorus, 
changing about with strophe and antistrophe and stanzas, 
with good measure, but yet there is something offensive to 
my ears, when they bellow to excess, and bleat out some 
goatish noise with all their might.^^ You would probably 
admire the women, if you saw them, as modest in countenance 
and fond of elegance in their dress, but, at the same time, 
fond of labour, and experienced in household matters ; both 
by nature and education better bred and more intellectual 
generally than the men. 

" Come now, my friend, I will set before you a sort of 
problem in Aristotle's fashion : — Why is it that the oxen, 
the swine, the women, and all other animals, are so long- 
legged in Sussex ? May it be from the difficulty of pulling 
the feet out of so much mud by the strength of the ankle, 

^ tovc tirt yXutrry : for the sake of hit '* cat Sri 6\tac txavra Stapptiiriv tat 

Gbeek joke. Dr. Burton applies to those, taiixu^ rrutc avayoptvBtri. 
whoae talk was of oxen, the prorerb which ^ toO* 6 re ra otra fioi cvoxXh^iv ava" 

anciently implied silence purchased by totavrtg cr inpnttnoQ, cat Kara xparoc 

bribery, the ooia bearing the image of an ox. aiycioy n €Kfix^vTtQ. — P. 86. 

VIII. 33 
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that the muscles get stretched, as it were, and the bones 
lengthened ?" i« 

It will be more convenient here to include the further 
remarks of Dr. Burton on his Shermanbury relations and 
neighbours from his Latin letter,^® reporting another visit to 
his infirm parents. He starts from Eton, and, noting the 
clouds of dust on his way as what he had not expected in 
Sussex, arrives by sunset at the rectory : — " In the porch was 
inscribed the Virgilian motto, — 

' Aude, hospes, oontenmere opes, et te quoque dignam 
Finge Deo, rebusque yeni non asper egenis.' 

How admirably fitting to the manners and fortunes of a 
Christian priest !" The venerable Dr. Bear is spoken of with 
much feeUng :— 

" Here is a septuagenarian, fit to be reckoned among 
theologians of the first rank, by his learning ; — ^by his morals, 
inferior to none in piety, faith, and primitive simpUcity, fur- 
nished with all the virtues which adorn a Christian priest ; 
by his fortunes, lo I £h\s same man in slender circumstances, 
stuck and buried in that irresistible Sussex mud, in a poor 
spot, for more than seven lustres,^ broken by his years and 
labours, and manifestly worn out as a soldier in Christ's 
church, poor in the decline of his latter days, unrewarded, 
and soon to die among the triumphs of his Christian warfare : 
look, I say, at this man, the sport of fortune, and I had almost 
said, the reproach of his friends. How disgusted I imme- 
diately felt with myself, when looking on him ! how, in com- 
parison with him, I despised myself, sleek and fat with a well- 
fed body, like a pig from the reverend herd.^^ And he adds, 
" that he would rather hunger gloriously with his venerable 
stepfather than revel in unbought luxury as the guest of the 
Pelhams." 



" ayt ^«, wpdSKtifta n trot, ot rav, Api' 
OTOTtKiKtag irtas tK^tpia, Ata ri oi rt toig, 
nai vec, rat yvvauctQ, km Zwa ra aXKa 
wapa rotf ^atrfi^ioig fUucpovKeXtffrtpa 
tiffivi f| iia TO SvtravafffrairrtKOv tuw 
iroiiav IK rn irtiXioBsg roanrn, cat dia to 
iffxvpov rtiQ apOoXKfic^ inrri thq fivufvac 
diaTtivtaOtu, cat Bti ra ocria ttrtfuuepv 
via9ai,—V, 37. 

'' Iter SoMezienie. — Corn. ^miL S. 



^ Bn enndem tenni in re^ et looo iniqno 
per luBtrsplosquam septem in ineluctsbili 
into illo Susaexiensi defixom atque sepul- 
tum. — P. 65. 

^ Me nitidum et bene curata cate pin- 
guem, et quasi roTerondo de grege por- 
cum! — imo teoum denique, rev e rende 
Benex, splendide esurire mallem, qoam 
Pehhamidarum conyiya tnempto Inxa de- 
liciari. — P. 56. 
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Dr. Bear lived, however, ten years after this, surviving 
Dr. Burton's mother some years. In Shermanbury church 
there remains the following monument to their memory :— 

** Ec rovTo TIC opintv 

In memory of the truly Eev^. 

John Bear, B.D. 

Rector of this parish, and resident 

above 60 years, who died 

March 9, 1762, i^ 88 years. 

A man of exemplary piety and learning, 

a public testimony of which the Clergy g^ve 

in choosing him one of their 

Representatives in Convocation. 

And of Mary his beloved Wife, 

who died April 23, 1755, 

Aged 80 years. 

The Lord grant onto them that they 
May find Meroy in the Lord in that Daj. 



This Monument was erected 

by her son, 

John Burton, D.D. 

1767." 

A few more general remarks from the Latin letter may 
here be added before proceeding on the journey. 

" How great on all sides is the abundance of cattle, but 
how strange a solitude of men I and indeed, to speak plainly, 
the nature of the soil seems much better adapted to cattle 
than to men. 

" If you take an interest in Bucolics, admire the race of 
oxen, so sleek and gentlemanly, — look at those loins of beef 
well worthy of knighthood, and of Lord Mayors' banquets ;^ 
but you, who may hereafter have to manage a herd of pigs,— 
you, a refined judge of such forms, did you ever see anything 
more ungraceful than the Sussex swine P anything more 
basebred or ill-conditioned {invenustius turpius inkonestiusque, 
p. 58) ? Oh, never let such a creature come into your breed 
at Greenwich. 

^ Bourn eentem admirare nitidam equestri et PnetoriB urbani mensis dig- 
plane et Uberuem : en terga bourn titulo nissima. 
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''Behold those enviable ornameBts of the country, the squires ! 
{ilia ruris decora invidenda, ArmigeroB) — ^not indeed such as 
your female assemblies admire, dressed up like monkeys, and 
talking nonsense, nor such as you might fancy flourishing in 
literary leisure, studious both of civil law and divinity, but 
unpolished and simple, skilled like the Patriarchs in Bucolics 
and Georgics alone, rustic both in their manners and arrange- 
ments, and works — wholly ignorant both of academical dis- 
cipline and your London courtesies. You should observe that 
the farmers of the better sort are considered here as squires. 
These men however boast of honourable lineage, and, like 
oaks among shrubs, look down upon the rural vulgar. You 
would be surprised at the uncouth dignity of these men, and 
their palpably ludicrous pride ; nor will you be less surprised 
at the humility of their boon-companions {compotantiunC), and 
the triumphs of their domineering spirit among the plaudits 
of the pothouse or kitchen; the awkward prodigaUty and 
sordid luxury of their feasts; the inelegant roughness and 
dull hilarity of their conversation; their intercourse with 
servants and animals so assiduous, with clergymen or gentle- 
men so rare ; being ilUterate, they shun the lettered ; being 
sots, the sober {sobrios bibacdi). Their whole attention is 
given to get their cattle and everything else fat, their own 
intellect not excepted. Is this enough about the squires?^ 
Don't ask anything further about their women. They who 
understand Latin will feel that these remarks do not apply to 
them ; they who do not, I need not dread their abuse. 

" This summer season has opened the exchange of hospi- 
talities, which the badness of the roads had long closed. On 
the invitation therefore of a certain reverend friend about 
four miles off", we became the heroes of a ludicrous journey. 
We were carried in a Sussex cart or two-horse waggon, and 
while the driver on foot at our side drove the horses with his 
whip, and a sort of discordant bellowing, we, like prisoners, 
turned back to back, were tossed forward, jolted asunder, and 
tumbled together {protrahimur^ disfrakimur, confundimur). 
Oh ! what a novel vehicle is this ! Oh 1 what a jumbling of 

3 " I am exempted at present from re- oonntry, in annigeral, priestly, and swine- 
sidenoe; had it been otherwise, I ooold, feeding society." — LtUers qf See* Sgdneg 
I think, hare lived rery happily in the Smiih^ p. 20. 
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the tottering carriage, defying sleep indeed, but not un- 
pleasantly troublesome! What involuntary laughter did it 
shake out of us I Go on with your cleverness, oh Senators ! 
it is due to your especial sagacity that we thus travel in a 
Waggon." 

Dr. Burton explains in a note that a new tax had just been 
laid upon carriages, and he says their troubles were soon 
forgotten when they met their old friends at their hospitable 
table. His poetical account** however of similar dinners is 
much less flattering, and may be thus roughly translated : — 



tt 



Among an earthborn herd my time I pass 

With parson-hating fanners, and alas I 

With clownish squires, smeared with no bookish dust, 

Merry or sadly patient, dwell I must. 

At times these Sussex boors my laugh provoke. 

At times in frowns my deep disgust I cloak. 

Wearied with thes6, my tedium to beguile. 

My friends the clergv do I seek awhile. 

Join in their jokes, tkeir wisdom praise, while they 

Groan o'er small livings or a curate's pay. 

Much of their talk, while o'er their wine they sit. 

Of tithes and sheaves, were more for silence fit. 

' The Church for ever I hip, hurrah 1' they shout. 

While I with cheers mix. in their joyous rout."** 



Reverting back to his Greek Diary, we find that on leaving 
Shermanbury, Dr. Burton went south by a very bad road tUl 
he got to the South Downs, on which he enjoyed the delight- 
ful ride and the fine views till he came to Lewes race-course, 
" in a most well-adapted spot, being moderately sloping and 
curved. To these races do all the people of the country flock 
from every quarter, and there is much competition among 
the fashionable, both the lookers on and those looked at — at 
night balls for the dancers, and other pleasures. That assem- 



** "Ad. Qui. Owenaway, A.M. Aulie 
OenrizuD in Acad. Oxon. Vioe-Principalem 
amioi rusticantis epiatola." — P. Izii. 

" '' Snasexieiues agrioolas ego 
Inter, yirorum terrigenum peoas, 
Inibnaa clero oorda et inter, 
Proh pador 1 armiferos colonoe, 
niitenito pnlyere sordxdos, 
Labors fungor, pol neque seiio. 



Sed nee jocoso, nempe risnm 
Ssepe moTent mihi, siepe bilem. 
Ergo ista §bJ1o tiedia derioos 
Fratres reriBens ; hie sapientiam 

Laudo fiu»tam, rel sererain : 
£t DeeimU super atque CkfrbiM 
Sacro loquentes digna silentio 
Admirorj — heua! Eoelena floreat 

Propino, et applorsne minoria 

Jura queror Tiolata olerL" — P. bdi. 
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blage indeed is very famous for the number and splendour of 
the company, and principally because of the high-bom Pelhams 
presiding there, who, as stewards, direct everything in the most 
sumptuous style.^ 

'' The town of Lewes, though small indeed if compared 
with some we have, is prosperous, and has abundance of all 
things contributing to the necessities, uses, or even pleasure 
of Ufe, lying in a very pleasant country, and placed on the 
ridge of a hill between two vaUeys. There is a continued 
slope downwards from west to east as far as the river, named 
the Ouse {Oviaaa), from whence perhaps the town derives its 
name, which, as it flows along the plain, cuts the town in two. 
It is navigable, and about sixty furlongs off, falls into the sea, 
where the mouth of the harbour is Cfdled New Haven. Be- 
yond the river a hill rises abruptly, very white and steep, but 
80 overhanging and overshadowing all lying around it, tnat to 
a distant beholder the houses below seem as if they had been 
dug out of it. And who would not admire the street leading 
down to the river ! Standing on the ridge, you see on the 
right and the left a weU-peopled valley, vessels going up and 
down, well-watered meadows, and workshops for whatever is 
needed for navigation. 

" I observe that the public buildings, being very old, are 
quite decayed and dirty, with nothing venerable or ornamental 
in them, but very many of the houses of individuals are well 
designed and handsome. Among these the magazine of iron- 
mongery is the most complete and worth seeing. In it a 
marvellous preparation goes on of all things worked out of 
iron, such perhaps as you would not find even in the iron- 
mongers' shops of London itself. The master of the house 
kindly received us who were strangers, desirous of gratifying 
us in every way, and he led us through the back of his house 
to gardens, marvellous in their height and arrangement ; for 
in this uneven and precipitous situation enormous mounds 
are heaped and filled to a level, and parallel walks are laid 
out upon them, loftier than all the houses around, so that, as 
if from a watchtower, we could from thence clearly see all 
the environs to a distance, and vast and most beautiful they 

" tvravOa irpotSpivitny ol ivytvti^ Hi^Xa/u^ai, koi awavra xopifyo* iioucatnv 
wc woXvTfXiffrara. — P. 42. 
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were. These wonderful gardens seem established on the 
ruins of the ancient castle, for traces appear there of a great 
broken wall, lofty towers, an impassable ditch, and numerous 
fortifications advanced in front/'^ 

This is not a very archaeological account of Lewes Castle, 
but marks the uses to which the ruins were then turned by 
Mr. Harben, the great ironfounder of that time, whose house 
was to the west of the present County HaU. Dr. Burton, in 
a note written subsequently, says, that this great iron factory 
had already disappeared, and that *' a certain ambitious citizen 
had modernized the old parts, in order to make a paradise in 
the desert and a palace in the ruins," p. 45. 

"Going down from thence to the inn, we ate our dinner as 
we ought — quietly, and then proceeding by the valleys and 
rideable country towards the west, about seventy furlongs, 
we arrived just as the day was fading at Brighthelmstone 
(B;£<6>)X|x^T»vi)v xwjxt^v Tuqit^aKuafficev), a village on the seacoast, 
lying in a valley gradually sloping and yet deep. It is not 
indeed contemptible as to size, for it is thronged with people, 
though the inhabitants are mostly very needy and wretched 
in their mode of living, occupied in. the employment of fish- 
ing, robust in their bodies, laborious, skilled in all nautical 
crafts, and, as it is said, terrible cheats of the custom-house 
oflBcers.^ The village near the shore seemed to me very 
miserable, — many houses here and there deserted, and traces 
of overthrown walls. For that most turbulent of all winds 
with us, the south-west, — 

* The stormy blast across the boundless sea 
Lifts high the waves, while trembles all the earth 
Beneath hoarse Neptune's heavy-footed tread ;' 

or, to speak in plain prose, the waves, at times dashing 
violently upon the shore, had shaken and loosened some of 
the rotten foundations, the ground above had given way, and 
all the dwellings on it had been at once dragged down and 
thrown forward into the sea,'* p. 47. 

The wooden groins, built to retain the drift of the sea, as a 

V Evft ra rifc offpoiroXcwc iroXacac xapocwfiaroc aSiataritf Km 9ri tirtrtixtc^ 

iptiiria ioKti iirtfiKoitiofirifiivov. tvOadt lULTiov vafiiroWiav irpo€t€KtifA€viav, 

yap fcuvtrai ra ix*^ fuyaXn rtixnc * ^C ^avt mpi to ra itifiotna Xif (rrcvccv 

afTc^porjroroCt tat rvpattv ^iJ^rttv, cat jeivoi. 
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protection against such inroads» are then described with much 
praise; and Dr. Burton enjoys a delightful walk on the sands, 
in the purple glow of a calm sunset, until he is warned by a 
messenger from the inn that supper is ready. 

" Departing therefore to the inn, like the heroes of Homer 
after a battle, so did we perform our part most manfully, and 
then turned to bed, intending to sleep ; but this sweet lulling 
of the senses was begrudged us by some sailors arriving all 
night long, and in the middle of their drink, singing out with 
their barbarous voices, dappiog, and making all manner of 
noises. The women also disturbed uS) quarrelling and fight- 
ing about their fish : 

* Nor lacked tliere in the house 
Mud-footed Thetis with her briny friends.' " 

Gretting up early next morning, his route westward led 
Dr. Burton along the shore, where he observed "in some 
places the land made into sea, in others the sea become land," 
till he came to " Shoreham (Sa^ff/xtiv), a village despicable in 
appearance, but nevertheless with a market and shipyards 
and officers of the customs. Moreover the viUagers have 
votes for two senators elected to the Great Council of Five 
Hundred. They are especially valued on this account, and it 
is said they get rich every seven years by pocketing gifts for 
their votes.^ As the passage over the river did not look 
either convenient or free fi:om danger, we turned to the right, 
and, traversing the country obliquely rather upwards, sought 
the security of the bridge. We crossed the smooth and open 
part of the Downs to arrive at Findon, seemingly a prosperous 
village, and so at length at Chichester, the metropolis of all 
Sussex.'**^ 

The Greek Diary stops at Chichester. Dr. Burton's Latin 
and later journey from Shermanbury leads him across the 
usual bad roads to the South Downs, and he rides again 
along them, enraptured with the beautiful views of sea and 
land, to Brighthelmstone, where, after a short walk on the 
beach, he says, " time and a longing for our dinner not far 

. * TO ruv ncvracotfcwv fuya &)Xcvri|- rtav cc rjfii^utv rouavdt d^tpoSoKttvrti 

piov irpta€nQ ivo ilaiperHg iwi^fi^iZHviv irXuri^ovrai. 

04 KiiffiiiTcu. cir« rovriit ftaXi<rra atfAwov- "^ Xixif^rrprnv, r^v r^v SiMrff^CuutMy 

Tcui^ KM ill, MC ^o^S Kaff Uaartiv lirroc- airav^tv fitirpoiroXiVm 
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off warned us, however unwilling, to depart. We resume 
our journey therefore, often turning our eyes meanwhile back 
to the seacoast ; and about the third hour we were received, 
as expected guests, in the happy mansion of Henry Campion, 
placed near the roots of the Downs {Hen. Campioni beata 
viUa, montium radicibus mhjecta). Oh ! how especially I con- 
gratulate myself and exult, whenever I have chanced to see 
any head of a fiEunily of ancient repute and of the best times, 
truly the gentleman in fortune, manners, and learning, such 
as this day brought before me, at once the glory and reproach 
of country squires. Never did any one more elegantly than 
him chequer the intervals of rustic operations with lettered 
ease, ever busily occupied as he was, to his own great praise 
and to the benefit of all belonging to him, between the 
studies of agriculture and literature and the duties of friend- 
ship," p. 65. 

After his former ridicule of the Sussex squires, it is agree- 
able to find Dr. Burton finishing his journeys in the county 
with this warm eulogy on the owner of the venerable edifice 
and park of Danny; and, though we will not doubt this 
gentleman having then been the model of squires, yet at the 
present day we might perhaps not find it difficult to re- 
cognise similar characters in many other parishes in the 
county. 



VIII. ^"^ 



SUSSEX NOTES AND QUERIES. 



The (Committee have much satisfaction in observing the 
numerous contributions to this department of their volume, 
which was commenced experimentally last year, and hope to 
be enabled to continue it. 
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1. John Weeke$, 1695-6. 

The following letter (the original of which is in my possession) was written 
by an ancestor of mine, who was the son of Bichard Weekes of Ewhurst, in 
this connty. He was bom about 1662 at Tenterden, where for some time 
his ancestors lived, — descended, it is believed, from Richard Weekes, proprietor 
of iron works in Momitfield, Sussex, in 1574 (vide Suuex Arch. OoUeciumt, 
vol. III)» He seems, probably not veiy long after the date of the letter, to 
have quitted the fortunes and perils of military life, and settled on his patri* 
monial estate; for, in 1708, he married Jane, daughter of a Mr. Boureman* 
a considerable Kentish landowner, by whom he had three sons and one 
daughter. The letter is sealed with a coat of arms — three arrows — ^which 
were the arms of the ancient family of Hales of Tenterden, who dwelt there 
for several generations, and who, it may therefore be supposed, were related 
to the writer of the letter. I should be obliged by any mformation to this 
effect, and concerning the Captain Burgiss to whom it is addressed. 

Huntpierpovnt, George Weekes. 

"Benspobd, Pebruary y« 29th, 1695-6. 
" Dear Grandfather, 

" I and two of my Saijeants are here prisoners, taken upon suspicion. 
I have shew'd my commission, beating orders and warrant to take up 
desarters, but it would not prevaile. Therefore I shaU desire you to speake 
to Sir John Newton, or y^ Captain, to write y* leaste word imaginable to 
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JTustice Lide, to satisfie him that I am such a person and Ensign to such a 
Begimenty for otherwise I shall be forced to stay here or sent to prison. Pjray 
dispatch y* messenger as soon as possible, for y* Justices stay here for our 
return. '* I am your distressed Grandson, 

"John Wexkxs. 
"Eor Gap^ John Burgiss» 
att his house in 

Kingswood, w^ speede/* 

2. BeUNortm. 

Last winter, the lateOeorgeMolineux, Esq., having occasion to make some 
alterations in an apartment at his residence in Saint Anne's, Lewes, reopened 
two windows whidi had long been concealed by lath and plaster. The glass 
remained perfect, and on one of the panes was the following inscription, 
evidently written, at the period to which the event belongs, with the diamond 
ring of some lounger : — 

''IdSeptemb^lTSO. 
'< Bell Norton tumbled over in S' Wm. Gage^s Coach.* 

Bv the kindness of our Treasurer, the pane is now in my possession. 

The only Sir William Gage I can discover, as living in 1720, was not a 
member of the Firle family, but a representative of the Gages of Hengrave, 
CO. Suffolk, a collateral branch of Lord Viscount Gage's house. My query 
is. Who was Bell, Isabella, or Arabella Norton? How she became an 
occupant of the baronet's coach may possibly be explained bv neighbourhood 
or family connection ; why or how the lady "tumbled over,' it would, I fear, 
be useless to inquire. 

Mabk Antomj Loweb. 

3. Effigies in Ifield Church. 

These two monuments, the one a cross-legged knight and the other a lady, 
have been assigned to Sir John and Lady Held. They are engraved in 
Gartwright's JSa/^e qf Br amber ^ p. 884, and the former also in Stothard's 
MonumaUal Effigie» qfOreat Britain, p. 58. "On the shield of the knight," 
says Mr. Cartwright, " and on his surcoat, the late Mr. Stothard discovered 
some fragments of gilding and paint sufficient to show that his armorial bear- 
ing was a bend or, wiik a bordure gtUet** The coat of Ifield in the heraldic 
dictionaries differs widely from tlus, as do the bearings of the Fields and 
Atfields, with which Ifield would seem to be synonymous. Sir John de Ifield, 
who, Gartwright says, died in 1317, married Margaret, daughter and heiress 
of Sir Henry de Apulderfield of Westerham, in Kent, by whom he had three 
daughters, coheiresses — Margaret, married to Sir Stephen de Asheway; 
Gatherine, married to Sir Thomas de Eoxley; and Joan. In Nichols' 
Topographer and Oenealogiit (part xiii, pp. 8-10) is a long accoimt of the 
services and offices of Sir John de Ifield, or, as he was formerly called, John 
Alyu de Ifield, where it appears that both he and his wife Margaret were 
livmg in 1836. This was evidently the same person who was returned as 
one of the knights of Sussex, 1824, by the name of John de Felde ; and it is 
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tteiefore probable that the individuals named "atte Field," and "De la Fidd," 
mentioned in Cartwright's Rt^ qf Sramier (p. 3), Bs vendetB or puichasen 
of land about that period, a.d. 1S34, 1313, were related to him ; for in one 
instance we find Sir John de Ifield and William atte Field parties to fines in 
the same pariab, that of Tarring. Again (Suttex Arch. CoUectiou, VI, 220) 
we find John de la Felde and Bobert de la Felde jurors in the hummed of 
l^penoke 1274 i and (p. 218) at the "iuqueat of the himdied of Toltinore," 
the land of Sir William de Ifield, at Ifield, is reported as worth £5 a year. 

It doea not, at present, seem possible to make out a connected pe^gree of 
this family, and to deduce their origin ; and there will be always b difficulty 
in so doing, aa there was also a family of Ifield, of Ifield in Kent, 

With respect to the arms on the effigy above mentioned, it ia submitted 
whether, from probable partial obliteration of coloun, they have not beea 
imperfectly deciphered. At the time of the visitation in 1634, amongst 
other coats in Horsham Chnrch, was one — quarterly of fonr ; I, bony of aix 
or and vert, a bend gules (the well-lcnowu coat of PoyningB) ; 2, bany of six, 
argent and gules, a bend sable within a boidure (endently a cadet of 
Foyninga) ; 3 & 4, gone. Now, with the addition of the bany of six, the 
coat on the effigy in Ifield Church would resemble the arms of this presumed 
cadet of Poynings, except in tinctures. May not therefore one of the Ifield 
family (if the effigy be rightly assigned) hare married a heiress of one of the 
Poynings family ? — a quen sanctioned by the fiict of considerable property in 
the neighbouring pariA of Crawley being owned by that wealthy race, 

W. S. Ellis. 

4. Bronze Cell, ^e. 

By the kindnesa of the Rev. Henry Hopei I have been enabled to make 
drawings of the three bronze objects, which are here engraved, one half of 
the ori^nal size. 
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1. A celt, one of two exactly similar, found by a flint-digger in a little valley 

on Hangleton Down, about a quarter of a mile S.E. of the Dyke 
trench, in the year 1848. 

2. A spear-head, found in the same year, on land broken up for cultivation 

acQaoent to the same valley on Hangleton Down. 

8. An arrow-head, found near Pieoombe during the construction of the 
Brighton Bailway. 

William Figo. 

5. Selsey Marl. 

In the third volume of the Sunex Arch. CoUectians, Mr. Blaauw published 
some letters interchanged between the Bishc^ of Chichester, Ealph de Nevill, 
and his steward, Simon de Senlis, early in the thirteenth century. At 
pp. 63, 72, Simon de Senlis tells his patron that marl had been carted from 
Selsey, where it is found to be best, marla optima, to manure the soil at 
Cakeham. The question of the possibility of procuring marl at Selsey had 
been referred by Mr. Blaauw to Dr. ManteU, and the answer of the geologist 
was to the eSect that "the mineral in question was not to be found at Selsey; 
that marl was only to be found on the north side of the Downs, and that it 
lay there, or cropped out below the chalk strata." Dr. ManteU was not 
acquainted with tne uppermost stratum of the chalk, found on the south side 
of the Dovms, which is used for manure all over the hundred of Manhood, 
and generally brought from the pits constantly now worked on that side of 
the Downs from Halnaker to Upmarden ; and this is the marl in question. 
In a geological inspection lately made by me of the country south of 
Chichester, I have discovered, that although neither chalk nor marl is to be 
found at Selsey, yet that by a remarkable " fault " (technically so called), or 
by an anticlinal inflection, the last-mentioned stratum is brought to the 
surface in the north part of Siddlesham, the parish next adjoining Selsey. 
There, and in the adjoining parish of Hounston, both situated between Selsey 
and Chichester, are still extant old marl-pits ; and it is from these, I am 
persuaded, the Bishop's people at Cakeham drew their marl. The Bishop's 
worthy senesdial, I doubt not, was better acquainted with his native Ficardy 
than with the topography of the Manhood, and thought that the carts went 
to Selsey, when th^ stopped short at Siddlesham. I may add, that I believe 
that these, and similar old marl-pits at Donnington, have been abandoned in 
consequence of the difficult of draining them, and because of the greater 
purity of the marl to be had at the foot of the Downs. This communication, 
if deemed worthy of publication, may form an appendix to the former curious 
contribution to the history of the practices of ancient farming in Sussex 
already referred to. 

Pulborough, Dec. 22d, 1855. P. J. Maktin. 

6. Streai Place. 

The Latin inscriptions at Streat Place having been latdy rearranged and 
restored, the complete sentence, which was left imperfect in the description, 
vol. IV, p. 96, 1. 8, now appears to be thus : Q»» non vetatpeccare cumpomt 
jvbet. 
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7. John Dututal. 



With refeKnce to the family of the Sussex artist, John Duiutal (referred 
to in vol. Y, p. 879, and vol. VII, p. C6), an early notice occurs in the "HB. 
Chartukry of Dareford Priory, f. 77. 

" Balph de Futelworth snd his wife Alicia gave to Uie Prioiy the land, 
Magotemde, which William Duoatald formerly held, with rannlng water 
near, wid with common paatnre." 

W. U. Blaaitw. 

8. Sea/ <^ South Matlgng College. 

The seal of this Saxon College, here given, is taken from an instrament in 
the Chapter House, Westminster, of the exietence of which I was not awue 



at the time I prepared for vol. Y, p. IS7, of oar CoUecUtmi, an acocmnt of 
this eaily rdigious house. It is of white wax, and, as Been in the woodcut, 
veiy imperfect. All that remains of the inscription ronnd it ia a letter oi 
two of the word eccletu, although in a book of drawings of Sussex monastic 
seals made hy Hi. Howlett bo lately as 1824, and now in the possession of 
Hr. Bellinghiun of Brighton, a member of our Sodety, it appears moch more 

entire, and with the inscription "SiffilT eommnne ecdie de Hslliiig" 

but little effaced. The only missing words are probably "SI. Hickaelu," 
St. Michael being the saint to whom the college was dedicated, and whose 
fignre, with uplifted hands, ia doubtless intend to be represent«d on it. 
It is much to be legttAted, that for want of proper care in the custody of our 
andent records and documents, bo great a mutilation of an interestmg seal, 
as is here exemplified, should have been snSeied to take place in the short 
^ace of thirty years. 
Uantfield. Edwabd Tusnir. 
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9. lineage of John Selden, 

Cartwright (Rape qfBran^er^ p. 5) gives the following accoimt of this, 
perhaps the greatest of the ** worthies" of Sussex, and of Ms family : — *'This 
eminent man was bom December 16, 1584. The register of Tarring thus 
records his bwtism :-«-' 1584, John, the sonne of John Selden, the minstrell, 
was baptised the xx day of Decemb^/ His father, as we learn from Aubrey 
(Zetien, vol. ii, p. 580), was a yeomanly man of about £40 a year, who 
played well on the violin, in which he tooK much delight, and by exercising 
of which, says Antony a Wood, he obtained his wife Margaret, who was a 
woman of good fEunily, being the daughter of T. Baker of West Preston, in 
Bustington, of the kmghtly fiamuly of that name in Kent. John Selden the 
elder, and Margaret his wife, were both buried at Tarring, the former Feb. 1, 
1616, and the latter Oct. 11, 1610. He died Nov. 80, 1654, possessed of 
property worth jS40,000, which he bequeathed to his executors, leaving only 
£100 to each of his nephews and nieces, * telling his intimate firiends that he 
had nobody to make his heir but a milk mayd, and that such people did not 
know what to do with a great estate.* The name of Selden, though formerly 
in this [Tarring] and the neighbouring parishes, is presumed to be extinct. 
His representatives, if any, are the representatives of his only sister Maiy, 
who married John Barnard of Qoring, by whom she had two sons, John and 
Thomas, and four daughters — Mary, wife of Bobert Douglas of Goring; 
Sarah, wife of J. Chapman of Ifield; Joan, wife of Edward Mansfield of 
Ham, near Lewes ; and Susan, married to John Bode of Wiston. The arms 
which he adopted are on a fess between three swans' heads erased and gorged^ 
three dnquefoils with the colours sable and or, altered from those of the 
Bakers of Sissinghurst in Kent, his mother's fiEimily." 

No attempt is here made to trace the origin of the name and family of 
Selden. The occurrence of the name elsewh^ than in Tarring and the 
neighbourhood, or at an early period, or as that of a locality in Sussex, is not 
inquired into. Had Mr. Cartwright however noticed in the Burrell MSS. 
the extracts from the register of Aldston in East Sussex, where the name of 
Selwyn is also spelt "Sellen" and ** Selden," he would probably in his 
account have mentioned the circumstance, and perhaps have inspected the 
wiUs of persons so styled, and examined parish registers to ascertain if the 
ancestry of John Selden were not identical with that of the ancient £amily of 
Selwyn of Eriston. But what he has left undone may be accomplished by 
some Sussex genealogist of the present day, and, it would seem, with con- 
siderable diances of a successfdl result. As a further guide to such an in- 
vestigation, it may be here remarked, that in the register of Burwash the 
names of Sellvn and Selden occur, as also that of BaJcer, and in the neigh- 
bouring parish of Salehurst the name of Selwin. In Berry's Kent Oen^ilogieg 
the connection of the Bakers of Bustington with those of Sissinghurst is not 
noticed. 

The famihr of Selwyn (the origin of which has hitherto been unknown) was 
a branch of the great Yorkshire family of Salvayne, whose first recorded 
ancestor was *' Bichard " de Cukenai, mentioned in Domesday as a tenant of 
considerable manors in Notts and Yorkshire, and who was son of Jocelyn the 
Fleming, who came in with the Conqueror. The arms of Selwyn are nearly 
the same as those of Dawnay, a Yorkshire family, and were probably assumed 
by the Selwyns on the mamage of a heiress of the Dawnays. 
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The celebrated wit George Sdwyn, and the present Bishop of Xev 
Zealand, are descended from a brandi of the Suaaex stock which settled in 
Gloucestershire. 

Surstpierpoini. W. S. Ellis. 

10. Ctutam (^ Borough English. 

In the accoont of the customs of Borough English, vol. VT, p. 170, refer- 
ence was made to the AmBhyr, or Mereieia ffiuUmiM, having been established 
in the Honour of Clun, belonging to the Earls of Anmdel, and regret was ex- 
pressed that the charter supposed to prove this waa not accessible. Haying 
now obtained a copy of the charter by the kindness of Hr. Salt, who had 
discoTered it among the muniments of the Earl of Fowys, I can now state 
that the peculiar rights of the Lords of Clnu, which were released by the 
Earl of Arundel in 1GS6-7, were only a money payment on the marriage of 
the tenant's daughter, or a fine or mulct imposed on those who should violate 
tjie chastity of the Lord's Nief, and in that respect only could it be called 
pretiujn virffinitatu. It was similar to the Anglo-Saxon Leir mite, and, as 
respects the fine on marriage, confounded with the Mercfieta vutlierunt. Hie 
Earl of Arundel's deed therefore affords no evidence of the custom having 
been anything other then a money payment; and I was anxious to see it, as it 
is cited in some of the law books as an authority for the definition of Amabyr. 
The word in this Arundel Charter, which has caused some discussion, is, 
I presume, " Chevage," which Blouut or his editor Beckwith tells us was a 
sort of poll money paid by the tenants to the lord in England, sometimes 
called, I believe, "Head silver," 

Atigutt 14, 1865. GzoKOE R. CoBKEK, F.S.A. 

11. Pmar Piscina at East Hothly Church. 
In October 18E6, the workmen, in pulling down the chancel of East 
Hothly Churdi (then undergoing re-erection), dis- 
covered, in the thickness of the foundation wall, 
where it bad been thrown in as mere material, the 
singular piUar-wsciaa, delineated in the accom~ 
panying cut. The three pieces of which it ia 
composed— Mspital, shaft, and base — were dis- 
located, though uni^jorol. It meaBures about 
3 feet in height, and the basin ia 10 inches 
across. The shaft is curiously moulded in the 
Eig-zag fashion, and, as well as the capital, 
exhibits unquestionably Norman work. The 
capital, or more properly spealdng tlie basin, 
resembles in general appearance uie one dis- 
covered by roe in 1862, at Pevensey Castle, and 
figured in vol. TI of Sutiex ArtA. CoUtctiont, 
page 880, The basin and base are square; the 
pillar hexagonal and perforated in its length ; the 
aide formerly attached to the wall bung without 
ornament. The stonework of three diminutive 
Kormau windows, similarly thrown in as rubbl^ 
was also brought to light at the same time. 
The chnich just now destroyed exhibited no 
"■** traces of early architecture. U was probably 
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built in the fifteenth centniy ; bat from the ukUcia now diseovered, it most 
have occapied the site of a Nonnan edifice. The Bey. E. Langdale, the 
Sector, has done praiseworthy service in causing this object to be permanently 
fixed in the new chancel, where, although no longer useful for its original 
purpose, it wiU remain, a pleasing monument of other days, and a tangible 
proof of the early existence of a church, respecting which there is perhaps no 
other record. 

Habk Antont Loweb. 

12. Ancient Mouth of the Ouee. 

Can any member of the Society, or reader of the 8u8$e9 Arch. ChUeeHotu, 
oblige by informing the undersigned, who has possession of an old map 
showing the numth of the harbour at the diff-end, and vessds lying in the 
Ouse in front of the town at Seaford, as it formerly existed? ou(^ a map 
was seen in the neighbourhood only a few years since* 

Setford. Hsnbt Simmons. 

18. Chapel of St. Peter de Veteri Ponte. 

The situation of this extinct chapel I was unable to point out when I pre- 
pared for the Meeting of our Society at Hastings an account of the ancient 
bridge discovered at Bramber in the year 1889, with wluch it was connected, 
and firom which it derived its designation of St. Peter's de Veteri Ponte, or 
Yipont. (See ArehaoU CoUeoiians, voL U, p. 76). An examination however 
of the deeds of the Priory of Sele, to which the church belonged, and which 
are among the records in the Tower of Magdalen College, made during a re- 
sidence at Oxford, through the kind penmssion of its late venerable president, 
has since enabled me clearly to establish its locality in Anniogton, and to 
identify it with the ruins of a church which, if at this time no longer visible, 
were so within the memory of persons now living in its neighbourhood. The 
deed showing this is called "a demyse of the B^storie of £^,Fekr*i de Feteri 
Fonie,*' which is stated to be "in FiUa de AnningUm et Buttolpks juxta 
Brember!* by the Prior of Sde to William Bishop, CapeUarius, and Bobert 
Dallyng, Armiger, for a term of sixty years, **pro ffrano piperii, ai petatmr!* 
Under one of the covenants of this demise, the parties to whom it was made 
were bound to keep the premises in repair, "cmm •tramine et cemento** It 
is dated August 1st, 9th Edward IV. (1469.) 

On the south side of the present Bramber bridge is a house evidently of 
great antiqui^r> & lease of which I also found aihong the same Sele docu- 
ments, granted to Frauds Shirley of West Grinstead, in which it is caUed "the 
.Chappdl House," no doubt firom its connection with the chapel of St. Mary* 
whidi stood on the andent bridge. 

Maresfield. Bey. Edwabd Tubnbb. 

14. Subsidy RoU of the Rog^e of Lewes, a.d. 1296. (Vol. 11, p. 292.) 

**VillatadeNytimbreHokkyng." This is doubtless an error ; fotBokkifng^ 
as indeed it is so spelt in the next column, of which Betting is probably the 
modem form, being, as is well known, the name of a wicte-spread race of 

viii. 35 
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Sussex yeomaniy, bo much so that all the javelin-men of a modem sheriff 
were Bottings. Presently, p. 295, occurs the " villata de Bokkyng," which 
is nowhere now to be found, not even, like many decayed villages and hamlets, 
as a farm-house. The hundred of Buttinghill was no doubt named from a 
place so called, which indeed was at Stonepound Gate, near the Hassocks 
station of the railway, where the Hundred-pound still exists. Buigess HiU, 
about two miles distant, which twenty years ago was without a house near it, 
seems destined to rival the doubtless imporUmt Saxon vill of Bokkyng Hill. 
In the Hundred UoUs, though under its title it is spelt ButtynghiU, yet else- 
where in the same record it is inddentaUy spelt " Bockinghill.'* 

JFjflecumbe, p. 293. John Bolney of Bolney, temp. Edward III, married 
Margaret, daughter of Nicholas Wylcomb, Esq. 

BarstaM, p. 292. This name is common in other counties besides Sussex. 
The Saxon Bore (a hill) has given name to families. In Kent, from the time 
of Henry III, a family named de Bore or atte Bore, of Bore Place, in 
Chiddingstone, flourished for several generations. William atte Bore occurs 
at an early period as a witness in the register of Lewes Priory. Thomas 
atte Boure was M.P. for Horsham a.d. 1820. It eventually took the form 
of Bourer or Borer (just as at-Fenn became Fenner, and at-Grove, Grover), 
and is to be found under that orthography at an early period in West Sussex, 
from whence came the &mily of the late William JBorrer, High Sheriff of 
Sussex. 

Villata de Bargkemare, p. 292, is now Bonner, a &rm near Palmer. 

ffodachotM^j, 296. hooie, Hodschrove. 

Villata de Hurst, Bob. tUte KnoUe, p. 299. " Knowl's " tooth in Hurst- 
perpoint is on an eminence. There is also a farm called '' Tot,*' that stands 
on the declivity of a hill. << Will de JSddealey" (p. 299), alias Edgerl^, gave 
name to farms called Great and Little Edgerley, the property of G. 8. 
Hannington, Esq. 

Hundreda deWynedehame, aite Oodatedele, p. 800, the ancient form of 
Costedell, a family which lived at Combe House in Bolney, and bore arms. 

Villata de Locfeld, p. 805. In an old taxation of the hundred of Street, 
which is said to contain " twelve burrowes " or parishes, Loxfeld pays '* nil 
ex consuetudine.'* (Burr. MSS.) It was probably a place at an early period 
of some importance, as it seems to have given its name to the hund^ds of 
Loxfleld-Dorset and Loxfleld-Baker, but the name is not to be found in any 
map. The family of Luxford of Westmeston probably took its name from 
this now extinct locality. 

Adam De Lobel, p. 805, in this district, was evidentiy a progenitor of the 
Dobells. 

Villata de I^udrfeld ei Burle^ p. 806. There were once the hundreds of 
I>ndfleld- Arches and Burleigh- Arches. *'Burle" is now a farm-house ia< 
Worth, near Crawley Down. Suggers is probably the modem form of 
De Suggewerth^ p. 806. 

It is remarkable that the names of Smith, Wood, Thorp, Sec., do not occur 
in this roll. 

HuntpierpoviU. W. S. Ellis. 



NOTES AND QUERIES. 275 

16. Family qflAnioit. 

The ready kindness with which Mr. Lintott of Horsham granted the use 
of his warehouses for the dinner of the Sussex Archseological Society in July 
lasty reminded several of the members that his family name was no unim- 
portant one in connection with Horsham and the county of Sussex. Though 
not prepared to go into full genealogical details, I hope the following notes 
will be acceptable. 

I am not aware of the antiquity of the family in England, but it has always 
appeared to me probable that it is of Norman origin. Idntot is at present a 
village of 809 inhabitants in the arrondissement of Dieppe, and a few miles 
S.S.W. of that town. There is also another village of Lintot in the arron- 
dissement of Havre. 

A branch of the Lintotts was connected with the parish of Bolney in the 
seventeenth century, when the daughter of Mr. Henry Lintott married suc- 
cessively Capt. Edw. Goring, and William Scrase, Esq. See page 10 of this 
volume. On Nov. 29, 1723, John Anstis, Garter, and Sir John Yanbrugh, 
Clarencieux, Kings of Arms, granted to Thomas Lintott the following Amu : 
** Sable, a Gate argent; on a Chief of the second three Falcons proper, 
beaked, membered, and belled, or. Orest : a Ealcon's head couped proper, 
beaked or ; gorged with a collar erminois, between two wings displayed and 
elevated argent, gutt^ azure." At the date of the grant Mr. Lintott resided 
at Walhurst in Cowfold, from whence he removed to the seat of Ockendean 
in the same parish. John Lintott, Esq., his son, also of Cowfold^ married 
the heiress of John Dennett, Esq., of Bolney Place, and so acquired that 
estate. He left an only son, John Henry Lintott, Esq., who dying in 1804 
without issue or any collateral relations, left his property to the Leppard 
family, the kindred of his wife, who still possess the original grant of arms. 
This gentleman was pricked high sheriff of the county, but declined serving 
on account of ill health and nervous timidity. 

Between these persons and the Lintotts of Horsham I cannot discover the 
connection which undoubtedly existed. The latter were for a long period 
identified with the literature of the country as eminent publishers in London. 
A Joshua Lintot was printer to the House of Commons 1708 to 171 0. His 
relative (probably a nephew) was the celebrated Bernard Lintott, who, in 
conjunction with Tonson and Taylor, held the same office by appointment 
from the Hon. Spencer Compton, Speaker, in 1716. He was bound appren- 
tice at Stationers Hall to Thos. lingard in 1690, as "Bamaby, son of John 
Lintott, late of Horsham, Yeoman." On arriving at eminence as a publisher 
he changed his Christian name to Bernard, and dropped a " t " from his 
surname. Having acquired a decent competency, and added to his patrimony 
in Sussex, he was desirous of gentilitial distinctions, and applied to Humphrey 
Wanley for assistance in tracing his pedigree. That cyni(»l personage records 
the incident in his Diary thus : — " loung Mr. Lintot, the bookseller, came 
inquiring after Arms, who now, it seems, want to turn gentlefolks. 1 could 
find none of their names." Perhaps it was this aspiring disposition which 
induced Pope to introduce him, with the epithet " lofty Lintot," into the 
Duneiad, 

Mr. Lintot relinquished the cares of his business to his son, and, retiring to 
his native county was nominated high sheriff of Sussex in November 1735, 
but died before taking office, Feb. 8, 1736, at the age of sixty-one. His son, 
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Henry Lintot of London, printer, and of Sonihwater in Horsham, who imme* 
diately upon his father's death was appointed to the shrievalty, married Eliza* 
beth, daughter of Sir John Aubrey, Bart., by whom he had an only daughter, 
Catherine. This lady, who carried on a Incratiye business as a law-printer, 
having as her partner Bichardson the novelist, married in 1768, Sir Henry 
Fletcher, Bart. She died in 1816. Several junior branches of the male line 
still subsist. 

On Budgen's map of Sus^^x, which is adorned with the arms of the 
Sussex gentry, are two coats of the Idntots ; one being that given above, and 
the other, that of the Horsham family, which appears to be — "Argent, a Lion 
rampant, party per fesse, gules and sable;'* but I will not vouch for the 
correctness of this blazon ; and the dictionaries of arms do not give it. 

Mark Antony Lowsb, F.S.A. 

16. Bernard Liniot, of Horsham. 

Bamaby Bernard Lintot (for so he describes himself in his will, and so he 
is called in at least one contemporary satire) was bom in the year 1676, it ia 
said at Horsham in Sussex.^ We fii«t hear of him as a bookseller in the year 
1698, when his name is found on the imprints of Growne's Caligula and 
Vanbrugh's Relapse, as " Bernard Lintott, at the Cross Kejs in St. Martin's 
Lane, near Long Acre." How long he remained in St. Martin's I^me I am 
not aware, but 1 find that he had removed to fleet Street at least as early as 
1707, in which year I find him at the sign of "the Cross Keys and Crown, 
next Nando's Coffee House, near Temple Bar." Nando's was the first house 
in Fleet Street east of Inner Temple Lane. 

His early dealings were with dramatic authors, with Farquhar and Cibber. 
Fifteen ^umeas was for some years his usual price of a play. From this he 
advanced to fifty guineas, or rather fifty pounds — the sum he paid to Edmund 
Smith for his Fhadra and Eippolitus, and to Bowe for his Jane Shore. He 
made other dramatic strides in point of price. For Eowe's Jane Shore he 
gave £75. 6«., and for Cibber's Non-Juror £IQS. 

Seeing the success of Tonson with his volumes of Poetical Miscellanies, 
known as Drydra's Miscellanies, he in 1712 published a volume of ^^MieceU 
laneorn Poems, and Translations, by several hands," in which appeared the 
first sketch of ** The Rape of the Lock'' with other poems, by Pope. This 
was Pope's first connection with Lintot, with whom his dealings were after- 
wards to become so important. The Miscellany was afterwards enlarged to 
two volumes, was frequentiv reprinted, and was called by the publisher 
,"m. Tope's Miscellany." 

At the end of his first Miscellany is a list of his publications, with their 
prices, and occasional remarks of his own. What he says of an Answer to 
Trapp affords a sample of his style : " N.B. It cost the nation near a million 
of money, besides the loss of a ministry, to silence Dr. Sacheverell for three 
years ; Mr. Trapp in one controversy, which will cost my reader but eight- 
pence, is silenced for ever." 

Some of his best publications may be briefly mentioned. Edmund Smith's 
Poem on the death of John Philips ; Gay's Trivia; Fenton's Poems ; Broome's 
Poems; Christopher Pitt's Poems; Somervile's Poems; Harte's Poems; 
Dennis's Remarks on Pope's Essay on Criticism; Urry's Edition of Chaucer ; 
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and his most fiimous publication. Pope's 2)^antlaiunu qf the Iliad and 
Odif99eif. 

Gay addressed a copy of rerses to him, **Ona Miscellamy afPoema^** and 
Pope has described a journey with him to Oxford in a printed letter to Lord 
Burlington replete with humour. Lintot, in a MS. letter to the poet Broome, 
describes it as **a merry letter." He is also mentioned by Swift in his 
Bkap90£fy on Poetry^ and in the yerses on his own death. Toung has intro- 
duced him into his Fourth Sdtire. 

In his will, made i7th December 1780, he desires to be buried in the 
parish where he dies, unless he should die in London, and then in the Temple 
Churchyard. His funeral expenses were not to exceed £80. He died 
8d February 1785-6.^ He was a large man, but no portrait of him exists. 

Lintot leift an only son, Henry, who cannot be said to have succeeded him 
in his business, though his name is found afi&xed to some of the reprints of 
his father's copyrights that were likely to be remunerative. He married in 
1780, Elizabeth Aubrey, second daughter of Sir John Aubrey of Borstal, 
Bucks, Bart., by whom he had an only child, Catherine, married to Sir Henry 
Fletcher of Ashley Park, in the county of Surrey. I have not discovered 
when Heniy Lintot died, but his sole heiress, Lady Fletcher, died in 1816, 
aged eighty-five years. She is buried in the church of Walton-on-Thames, 
where a monument to her and to her husband is to be seen. 

Peteb Cunningham, F.S.A. 

[These valuable notes on a character of so much literary celebrity, kindly 
written by Mr. P. Cunningham for the use of the Society, have been for^ 
warded by Mr. W. Durrant Cooper, at whose request they were prepared.] 

> In the hardly-fought eleotion oonteet for Siuaex in May, 1706^ when Sir Hemy 
Peaobey, a Western man, and John Morley Trevor of Glynde in the East, both per> 
sonal and political friends of Lord Hali&x, stood opposed by the Hon. Henry Lunuey, 
a Western, and Sir George Parker, an Eastern man, the two Eastern candidates were 
elected. On this occasion John Lintott, whom I take to be the fiither of the book- 
seller, voted as a freeholder in Bolney for the successful candidates, Henry Lintott 
voted as freeholder in Twinefaam, and Thomas Lintott, gent., and another John Lintott^ 
for Cowfold.— MS. Poll Book, penes W. D. C. 

' Searches in the Horsham, Cowfold, and Bolney Begisters, by the Bev. J. F. 
Hodgson, the Yenerable Archdeacon Otter, and the Bev. J. Dide, and hj myself at 
the Temple Church, London, have fiuled to find an entry of the buriaL — Yf. D. 0. 



17. Roman Coins at Storrington. 

On the 33d of September 1855, a large number of Boman coins was found 
in the parish of Storrington. Having visited the spot a short time since, 1 
forward the following note of them, more detailed particulars being reserved 
for a future occasion. 

At the northern point of Buck or Bog Common, in the parish of Storrington, 
an aged widow named Shepherd has a small property, called Bedford, consist- 
ing of a few acres of land with two cottages, in one of which she resides. At 
the back of this, towards the north-east, and within a veiy few yards of the 
building, is a small spring, or, as it is locally called, a ^'dippuig-hole^** and this 
having, from the dryness of the season, reqmred cleaning out and deepening, it 
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was during this operation that a portion of the earth on the south side, about 
three or four feet above the sur&oe of the water, fell away, and a small, old, 
and much decayed ehn-tree was thrown down. In the etoih thus loosened a 
large number of Boman coins were found. Mrs. Shepherd informed me that 
there were eighteen hundred : she has still a few. With the exception of a yery 
few, they are all small brass of the Lower Empire, and I understand there are 
about thirteen types. The bulk of these coins were forwarded for examination to 
the British Museum, but have been returned, and are now in the hands of the 
Bey. Mr. Beck, the curate of Pulborough, from which place Mrs. Shepherd's 
house is about two miles distant in a south-easterly direction, and consequently 
the same distance from the Boman road from Begnum (Chichestsb) to 
Londinium (London). 
Lewei^ January^ 1856. William Figo, P.S.A. 

18. Household Books. 

The Book of Orders and Bules of Anthony Yiscount Montague in 1695, 
which was published in our seventh volume, edited by Sir Sibbald Scott, will, 
we doubt not, be in the recollection of most of our readers. Those who may 
be desirous of extending their acquaintance with the domestic arrangemente 
of a nobleman at that period, may refer with advantage to another book of a 
similar kind compiled in 1605-6, which was communicated to the Society of 
Antiquaries by Sir Joseph Banks in 1800, and is published in the thirteenth 
volume of \\i(d Archaologia^ pp. 315-383. It is entitled **A Breviate Umeking 
the Order and OavemmetUe qf a Nobleman* s hoiue, wUh ike Officen, tkeire 
places and chardge^ as parUcularUf apearetke** On a comparison of the two 
books they will be found to explain each other in many particulars. The 
latter is less copious on the subject of the officers' duties, but it contains an 
ample Ust of gross provisions, fowl, and fish in season, with a dietaiy for 
dinner and supper eveiy month throughout the year, and also directions for 
the culture and management of the demesnes. 

W. S. Walpord, F.S.A. 
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Note. — ^In consequence of the interest attached to the 
Catalogue of the Museum temporarily cojlected at Chichester 
in 1853, the Committee have been anxious not to delay its 
publication, as promised to the Members of the Sussex 
Archaeological Society, and have included it in the present, 
volume. For this purpose several communications have been 
necessarily postponed :— 

An account of some Roman remains discovered on the 
Downs in 1828, by John Britton, Esq. 

Episcopal Injunction to Boxgrove frioiy in 161 8^ by Rev. 
W. Turner. 

Episcopal Visitations of Easebome Priory, by W. H. 
Blaauw, Esq. 

Notices of the family of Miller of Burghill and Winking- 
hurst, by M. A. Lower, Esq. 

The Free Chapel of Maresfield, and Dudeney Chapel {re- 
ferred to at p. 88 of this volume), by Rev. E. Turner. 
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CATALOGUE OF ANTIQUITIES 

EXHIBITED IN THE MUSEUM FOBMED DUBING THE ANNUAL 

MEETING OF THE AECHiEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE, 

HELD AT CHICHESTER, IN JULY, 1863. 



Aniiguiiies brought from Foreign Countries, comprising Ancient 
Objects, Egyptian, Greek, and Roman, not connected with 
Britain. 

Two Chests or Arks of sycamore wood^ found in tombs at Thebes^ 
in Egypt. The more ancient of these objects appears^ by the hiero- 
glyphics painted on one side^ to have been made in die reign of 
Amenophis I^ who died b.c. 1550 j it is consequently of a period 
nearly sixty years earlier than that to which th6 ark of the cove- 
nant made by Bezaleel (Exodus xxxvii) is assigned (b.c. 1491). 
It was used to contain images of the Egyptian deities and other 
sacred objects. The hieroglyphics^ painted in a light-blue colour^ 
relate that this ark was dedicated by a priestess of Ammon and 

Amenophis^ the judge of Thebes^ to the goddess Nepthys^ 

Osiris, and Isis. The second ark is of inferior interest : it is of 
smaller dimensions, painted black, the hieroglyphics on one side 
being in yellow: they record a dedication to Osiris, lord of the 
region of the dead. The date of this ark is uncertain, as no royal 
name appears on it; it is however not less ancient than six hundred 
years before the Christian era, and it may be of as remote a period 
as B.C. 1300, being that to which most of the tombs near the place 
where it was found, are to be assigned. On a wall of the temple of 
Medinet Abu, at Thebes, there is a representation of a procession 
in which an ark of this kind is carried on two poles, in like manner 
as the ark of the covenant described in the book of Exodus.^ 

Two tablets of the dark red granite of Mount Sinai, on which 
are inscribed the Ten Commandments, the first four on one of them, 

^ See a more full aooount of these re- Chester Meeting — SepaH of ike Prooee^ 
niArkable relioaes, in the address deliyered «i^«, p. 22. (8u$iex Arch. CoU,^ toL YII.) 
by the Hon. tfcobert Gurzon at the Chi- 

VIII. 86 
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and six on the otber tablet. The writing is on both sides of the 
tablets, in accordance with the description given in Exodus xxxii, 
15, and is in the ancient Samaritan character. The tablets are an* 
cient, bnt the writing is not considered to be of any great antiquity. 
They measure about twelve inches in height, and are rounded at the 
top like certain tablets found in Egypt.' 

A rod or walking-staff, cut from the tree growing in the garden 
of the monastery of St. Catherine, at the foot of Mount Sinai, and 
which, according to the legend, grew from the rod with which 
Moses smote the Red Sea to prepare a passage for the children of 
Israel, and afterwards smote the rock in the desert of Zin. (Num- 
bers XX, 11.) The tree is a lai^ shrub resembling the lilac, with 
a golden coloured bark. The species to which it belongs has not 
been ascertained. 

An alabaster vase for ointment, with a cover, found in a tomb in 
Egypt, and still containing the unguent deposited in it. This is 
an example of the small unguentary vases anciently made at Ala- 
bastron, in Upper Egypt, mostly of the material there found and 
which thence received the name of alabaster. It is interesting as 
an illustration of the passage in the Gospels regarding the " ala- 
baster box of very precious ointment'' with which Mary anointed 
the feet of our Lord. (Matt, xxvi, 7 ; Mark xiv, 3 ; John xii, 8.) 
The date of this vase has been assigned to the first century b.c' 

A silver horn, worn by the females of note amongst the Druses 
on Mount Lebanon ; it is the distinctive mark of the married state. 
The veil, or coverchief, is thrown over it. To this fashion it has 
been supposed that certain passages of the Prophets and Psalms 
refer, in which allusion is made to the horn being exalted. 

Three early Christian reliques from the Catacombs at Rome, 
comprising a fragment of one of the large tiles with which the 
bodies are there closed up: it bears a circular impressed mark 

with the Christian monogram formed of the Oreek 
letters X and P combined, around which is the name 
CLAYDiANA, supposcd to bc the name of the lady 
there interred, about the second or third century of 
the Christian era. Similar impressed tiles are pre- 
served in the Museum of Christian Antiquities in the Vatican. — A 
bronze lamp with the cross on the handle, and a terra-cotta lamp 
bearing the Christian symbol of a fish, in low relief on the upper 

« Ibid., p. 27. « Ibid., p. 28. 
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side, (C!ompare a lamp given by Aringhi^ lib. vi^ c. 88 ; Mamachii 
Orig. Christ, lib. i^ p. 64 ; lib. iii^ p. 60.) 

A Oreek helmet of very graceful form^ a flat belt with its origi- 
nal iiutening by two hooks^ a pair of greaves^ and two spear-heads^ 
the whole of bronze^ from the Terra di Bari in Apulia, south of 
Naples. 

A volume of fragments of early MSS., including a facsimile of 
a MS. found in a tomb at Alexandria^ and brought to Venice 
A.D. 815. It was supposed to be the tomb of St. Mark^ and the 
MS. to be the Gospel written by his own hand. This MS. no longer 
exists, the fieicsimile therefore possesses additional interest. 

The Hon. Robert Curzon, Jun. ; from hie CoUectwne 

at Parham Park, Sussex. 

Soman fictile lamps, brought from Italy : one bears the potter's 
mark — claeivs ; one^ of red ware, found near Baise^ is stamped c ; 
also a very diminutive Etruscan vase ; portions of mosaic pavement ; 
a model, in peperino, of the Tomb of the Sdpios; and a model of 
the city of Jerusalem.— 3fr. H. W. FretUmd. 

Model of a sepulchral chamber discovered in Magna Orseda, 
showing the arrangement of the vases, lamps, and other funeral 
appliances around the corpse. — Sir J. C. Clarke^Jervoise, Bart. 

A bronze Greek helmet, a bronze greave^ and two spear-heads ; 
brought from Greece. The helmet has the nasal, and the sides are 
formed so as to protect the cheeks; the margin is elaborately 
ornamented : it resembles one from Pompeii in the Goodrich Court 
Armory. (Skelton's lUustr. vol. i, pi. 44.) A bronze statuette, repre- 
senting Mercury seated on a rock. It formed part of an important 
discovery of antique works of art at Paramythia in Epirus, of which 
great part came into Payne Knight's collection, now in the British 
Museum. Engraved by the Dilettanti Society, vol. ii, pi. 20. The 
rock which forms the base is a restoration by Flaxman. — Mr. J. 
Heywood Hawkins^ Bignor Park. 

A gold plate^ found amongst the ruins of Canopus, between 
Alexandria and Rosetta, and bearing a Greek inscription which 
records the dedication of a temple to Osiris by Ptolemy Euergetes. 
(247-222 B.C.) The inscription has been thus explained :— King 
Ptolemy (son) of Ptolemy and Arsinoe, deified brethren, and Queen 
Berenike, the sister and wife of him, (dedicate) this temple to Osiris. 
This inscription was deposited between two plates of vitrified paste, 
of opaque Uue and green colours; of these plates portions have been 
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preserved^ and were sent for examination. They are about a qaarter 
of an inch in thickness^ but the sorfaces are not quite uniform. 
This valuable memorial was sent by Mehemet Ali, Governor of 
Egypt^ as a present to Sir Sidney Smithy and subsequently came 
into the possession of the late Earl of Guilford. It is now preserved 
at Sheffield Place, Sussex.— 7%« Earl of Sheffield. 

An inscribed tablet of white marble, a Christian memorial from 
an interment in the Catacombs of San Lorenzo, at Rome. -^Mr. fF. 
J. Bemhard Smith, 

Circular bronze brooch, said to have been foimd in France, and 
representing a figure enthroned, holding a Victory ; the whole 
evidently copied firom a medallion of the Lower Empire, such as 
that of Priscus Attalus, a.d. 4K)9-416, engraved in Akerman's Roman 
Coins, vol. ii, pi. H. The inscription is blundered, but evidently 
intended to read — invicta roha vtxbb nsLix. Coins and medal- 
lions were often mounted for use as ornaments, both during the 
later times of the Empire, and by the Anglo-Saxons. This brooch, 
probably a relique of the fifth century, is now in the British 
Museum. Figured in Archmologia, vol. xxxv, page 493. — Mr, A. W, 
Franks, 

Early British Antiquities, Roman Antiquities discovered in Britain, 
Romano-British, and other Antiquities of the earlier Periods, 

A celt of mottled flint, found in trenching ground near Homdean, 
Hants. Length, eight inches; greatest width, about two inches. 
From its dimensions it may have served as the head of a spear. A 
quantity of conglomerate of small stones and irony matter, which 
apparently had undergone the action of fire, was found near it. — ^A 
bronze palstave with the side-loop, found at Rotherfield Park, near 
Alton, Hants. — A Boman flanged roofing tile, found near Homdean 
in a field known by the name " Bosvil^' ; it had been used for floor- 
ing, as occasionally found in Roman buildings; the impress of the 
foot of a cat appeared in several places on this tUe, and on a frag- 
ment of another found at the same time is the print of a dog's foot. 
— ^A small Boman olla of grey ware, found in garden-ground at 
Rowland's Castle, Hants; and nineteen brass Imperial coins, chiefly 
of Constans and Constantius, part of a considerable number found 
in ploughing near the same place ; the coins were in an urn, which 
was broken. — Many Roman vestiges may be traced around that 



U0BEVU AT CHICHiBTEB. — 1853. 285 

village; and the cnrious intrenclied moond known as "tbe Castle," 
now in great part destroyed in quarryisg chalk, bIiowb a stratum of 
black moold full of fragmenta of Roman pottery, Samian vessels, 
&c. — Sir J. C. Clarke-Jervoise, Bart, 

A lai^e fiint celt, foand in dredging on tbe coast of Sussez, 
towards tbe western parts of tbe county. Lengtb, nine inches; 
greatest width, three inches. — The Bev. F. Leicester, Hayling, 

A flint celt, found on Pyecombe Hill, Sossex; another celt, de- 
scribed as of granite, from Westmeston ; and a flint celt, one of eight 
fonnd in 1803, deposited aide by side, on Clayton Hill. Length 
nearly twelve inches. The laigest of the eight measnred thirteen 
inches. Another from the camp on Wolsonbnry Hill. Also a 
bronze palstave iirom the Devil's Dyke, and another &om Clayton; 
a socketed celt from Ditchling, and a pair of broase armlets fonnd 
on Pyecombe Hill, of the pecnliar looped form, resembling those 
found on Hollingbury Hill by Dr. Mantell, another pair fonnd in 
Sussex by the late Mr. F. Dixon [Sutaex Arch. Coll. Vol. II, p. 365), 
and a pair, in possession of Mr. CrawbalJ, Stagshaw Close House, 
Northumberland, fonnd as supposed in the south of England, and 
exhibited in the Museum of tbe Institute at the Newcastle Meeting, 
1852. A singular little urn of the class described by Sir R. Colt 
Hoare as thuribles. The lower part is formed with diagonal slits all 
round, and the upper part and inner margin of the rim rudely orna- 
mented with impressed lines. Height, two inches and a half; dia- 
meter, three inches and a quarter. In form it resembles the little 
vase fonnd at Winterbonme {Ancient Wilts, pi. 18). It was found 
on Clayton Hill, and contained a pendant ornament of bright blue 
vitrified paste, almost identical with the porcelain of which numer- 
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ous Egyptian autiqaities are formed, (See voodcats, ori^nal sue.) 
Two similsr objects were found with interments on tlie Downs near 
Brighton ; one of them is amongst Dr. Mantell's collections, now in 
the British Moseum, and is figured in Horsfield's Lewes, p. 44, pi. iii. 
A bronze disk of unknown use, in diameter nearly three inches. 
Found on Wolsonbury, or Wolstonbuiy, Hill, a commanding posi- 
tion abont eight miles north of Brighton, with an intrenched work 
and a tumulus on its summit.* A large perforated disk of stone 
(diameter, four inches and a half; thickness, nearly one inch and a 
half; diameter of perforatioo, one inch and three-eighths), its use 
unknown, from the same place. A flat bead of clay, or a spindle- 
whiri, found near Palborough; and a bronze spear-bead, &om 
Lewes Brooks. — Mrs. Weeks, Hvrst Pierpoint. 

Two bronze celts, one of them socketed, the other of unusual 






type, illustrating the transition to the palstave, and engraved with 
chevrony lines. The sides also are curiously wrought and engraved. 
Length six inches and a quarter. (See woodcuts.) Both found near 
Lewes. — Sir Henry Shiffner, Bart. 

The moiety of an oval perforated object of stone, of unknown use, 
found in digging flints near Alciston, Sussex, in 1822. When per- 
fect it measured about three inches and a half by two inches and a 
quarter,, and greatest thickness one inch and a quarter. — A gold 
armlet, with dilated ends, foimd on the beach near Eastbourne. 
It is of the same class as the gold armlets found there, under 
Beachy Head, in 1806, with bronze celts, part of a bronze sword, &c., 
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engraved Archaologia, vol. xvi^ p. 868. It closely resembles also 
those found near Patcbam^ Sussex^ with urns and bones {Archaol. 
Journal, vol. vi, page 59, where one is figured) . — The Hon. Mrs. 
Thomas. 

The moieties of two moulds of bronze, found near Bangor, intended 
for casting palstaves (figured Arch. Joum. vol. vi, p. 386) ; a paktave 
found with them : they were in the Stowe collection. A bronze 
axe-head, found at Akeley, Bucks \ socketed celts, found in Kent ; 
bronze celts and palstaves from SwaiBTham and from a moor near 
Richmond. — 77ie Hon. Richard Neville. 

A flint celt, found in Sussex, and a celt of basalt, from Canada, 
interesting as an example for comparison with stone reliques of the 
earlier periods found in Europe. — Dr. Tydcke, Chichester. 

Several early antiquities of stone and of bronze, found in Sussex, 
especially a stone pestle, supposed to have been used for poimding 
food ; it might have served as a club, in close conflict. Length 
eleven inches and a half, diameter two inches. It was found in 1835, 
in digging gravel on Nutboume Common, in the parish of Pulbo- 
rough, Sussex, near certain tumuli and supposed sites of primitive 
habitations; and it lay in the mould, about eighteen inches deep, 
above and distinct from the gravel. Objects of this kind are ex- 
ceedingly rare; one very similar to this was found on the west 
shore of Holyhead Island; another, of green-stone, found near 
Carlisle, length 16 inches, was in the possession of the late Mr. C. 
Hodgson, of that place. A spear-head and a knife, both of flint, 
found at Pulborough, and presented with the pestle by Mr. P. J. 
Martin, of that place. Portion of a large stone celt, a bronze sock- 
eted celt, &c. Several Roman urns and reliques found at various 
times at Chichester. The most remarkable of them is a bottle of 
brown ware, with white ornaments in ^' slip '* ; of the pottery made 
near Fordingbridge, in the New Forest. It is figured in Journal 
Arch. Assoc, vol. iv, page 158. Compare Archaologia, vol. xxxv, 
pi. 3, fig. 1. Also several bronze celts, an armlet, and a blade- 
weapon, from Ireland. A small one-handled bowl formed of a 
material like steatite ; it was found upon the farm of Kinrara, Inver- 
ness-shire, in trenching at a spot where, according to tradition, 
a battle took place, and there are many irregular cairns around the 
place. Diameter three inches and a half, height two inches and a 
half. A corded ornament, rudely cut, runs thrice round the bowl. 
This curious object, found on the estates of the Duke of Richmond, 



288 ARCHAOLOOICAL INSTITUTE 

was presented^ with the Irish antiquities^ by his Grace to ihe Chi- 
chester Museum. A similar stone bowl has been found in the Isle 
of Man. (See other examples of these so-called ''Druidical paterae/' 
found in Scotland^ Wilson's Prekiitoric Annals, p. 148; Proceed- 
ings qfthe Antiquaries of Scotland^ vol. i^ p. 115.) — T%e Chichester 
Philosophical Society and Mechanics' Institute. 

A flat oval implement of stone^ pierced to receive a handle ; a 
broken bead of amber-coloured glass^ spotted with opaque white; 
two broken bronze armlets (?) of the peculiar looped type^ similar to 
those found by Dr. Mantell on Hollingbury Hill, near Brighton 
{Arch. Journal, vol. v, p. 325) , and by Mr. Dixon, in the same part 
of Sussex (figured in Sussex Arch. Coll. Vol. II, p. 265) . A similar 
pair of bronze objects, found on Fyecombe Hill, Sussex, was exhi- 
bited also in the Museum by Mrs. Weeks. (Noticed supra.) A 
massive bronze armlet, and two bronze fibulae. The whole of these 
reliques were foimd in Surrey, and were in the possession of the late 
Mr. Ambrose Glover, of Beigate. The fibulse were found at Wolding- 
Jiam, and are figured in Manning and Bray's Surrey, vol. ii, pi. iv. 
---Mr. T. Hart, Beigate. 

A collection of Boman vessels and reliques found in a lai^ se- 
•pulchral cist of stone at Westeigate, near Chichester, in Feb. 1850. 
It was found on the lawn in front of the drawiog-room windows of 
Mr. Shifiner's residence. The dst, as also the cavity within, is 
rectangular. The dimensions of the cist are thirty-seven inches by 
thirty inches and a half; height, twenty inches ; depth within, six- 
teen inches; the thickness of the sides, three inches and a quarter. It 
is formed of a single block of sandstone, brought, as supposed, from 
the neighbourhood of Pulborough, Sussex. The lid measures nine 
inches in thickness. Within this cist were foimd burnt human 
bones in sepulchral vessels ; numerous firagments of very transparent 
glass, possibly the remains of some large vase or ossorium ; an un- 
gnentary of glass, height two inches and three quarters; an open 
lamp of white ware, similar to those found in a like cist at Avisford; 
firagments of leather, probably remains of the shoes deposited, as in 
other instances ; a broken speculum, apparently of square form, of 
very hard and brittle compound metal; numerous pieces of iron 
much decayed, and a piece of bronze, possibly the remains of some 
small coffer; two remarkable bronze fibulae, enriched with bright 
blue and yellow enamel ; a bronze ring and an iron ring, each about 
one inch diameter; a bronze conical perforated object, which may 
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have served as a button ; and five small flat drops of blue glass, 
probably used as fictitious gems^ to be mounted in metal settings. 
There was also a portion of dark human hair found attached to the 
speculum. Around the dst were placed^ amidst some large flints^ 
several jugs, cups^ saucers^ paterae^ &c.j of whitish ware^ partly tinged 
with red^ — some of which were perfect, but the surfaces decayed; 
also a large quantity of firagments of pottery. Of the more perfect 
vessels, the lamp and glass bottle, representations are here given. 
These interesting antiquities were presented, at the close of the 
meeting at Chichester, to the British Museum.^ — Mr, Thomas 
Shiffner. 

Twelve Boman aurei, in fine preservation, found at Cakeham, 
near Chichester. They comprise coins of Constantius (four), Mag- 
nentius, Julianus II, Yalentinian (five), and Magnus Maximus, who 
was beheaded by order of Theodosius, a.d. 388. — Mr9. Garham. 

Boman vessels of pottery and glass, with other reliques found in 
a sepulchral stone dst of rectangular form, found, 1817, at Avisford 
Hill, near Arundel, Sussex. The cist measures three feet nine 
inches by two feet two inches; the height, one foot ten inches; 
thickness of the sides, three inches and a half; depth of the cavity, 
twelve inches. In each comer at one end is a small rounded 
bracket, or projecting shelf, formed in hollowing out the block, 
which is of the lower green-sand formation of the neighbourhood 
of Petworth, possibly from the Fittleworth quarries. The discovery 
occurred in fixing hurdles for sheep, the crow-bar meeting an 
obstacle at about six inches under the surface. This proved to be 
the lid of the dst, eight inches thick. Within was found a large 
square bottle of thick glass, twelve inches high, with one handle ; 
it was filled with burnt bones, and stood in the middle of a remark- 
able group of funereal vessels, of coarse light-red ware. These com- 
prised, three small one-handled jugs ; two basins like lai^ break&st 
cups, placed in saucers ; six round dishes of coarse ware, and nine of 
smaller size; nine cups, of various sizes; two candlesticks with 
nozzles ; a round saucer with one handle, the margin engrailed all 
round whilst the clay was soft; in this was a smooth oval white 
pebble, like a pigeon's egg. In another saucer was a black round 
stone, of the size of a nutmeg; another contained an oyster-shell; 

* See another form of the Bepnlohral a lamp, glass ampulla, &c^ was found in a 

Boman cut, containing fdnereal ressels, mortuary chamher of brick, at Bongbam, 

found at fiinstead, Hants, Areh. Journal, Suffolk [OetU, Mag. zz, 190, 624). 
YoL iz, p. 12. A similar deposit of urns, 
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and near it, in one of the dishes, was a small two-handled globular 
glass ampulla, precisely similar to one found at Worthing by the 
late Mr. F. Dixon, with a Boman interment. In four of the smaller 
dishes were fragments of white calcined bone. On each of the 
brackets, in the angles, was placed an open lamp of earthenware, 
like a wide shallow cream-jug; and at the opposite end of the cist 
were the soles of a pair of shoes, of small size, studded all over with 
hexagonal-headed bronze nails.' Several of the objects here de- 
scribed are now lost : the large urn and nineteen specimens of the 
pottery were exhibited. Also a second stone cist, found at Avisford, 
much broken, and a jug of grey ware with one handle, fiill of burnt 
bones; the surface slightly ornamented with scored lines; height, 
eleven inches and a half. The whole of these Boman reliques were 
presented, at the close of the meeting, to the Museum of the Chi- 
chester Philosophical Society and Mechanics' Institute. — The Lady 
Elizabeth Reynell, Avisford House. 

Boman pottery, found in East Street, Chichester, in digging the 
foundations for Mr. Mason's house ; fragments of " Samian'' ware, 
embossed with figures, and plain ; also portions of coarse Bomano- 
British ware, some of which are rudely ornamented in an unusual 
manner with rows of round impressed markings between parallel 
bands. Boman tesselated pavement extends under great part of the 
adjacent churchyard and church of St. Andrew, and also in Mr. 
Mason's garden, at a depth of four or five feet. — Mr, W. Hayley 
Mason. 

Boman pottery, portions of Samian and other wares, discovered 
in Chichester Cathedral, in forming a vault. — Mr. Joseph Butler. 

Portion of a fine Samian bowl, with ornaments in low relief. 
Found on the north side of Chichester ; it was formerly in the posses- 
sion of Mr. King, the Chichester antiquary. Samian cup and patera, 
a jug of white ware, and other Boman pottery, found at Chichester. 
—Mr. R. EUiot. 

* An aooount of this ditooTei^ is giTen of shoes thickly set with nails were found 

by DallawAy, HUtoty qf Suuex, toI. ii, at Worthing, by Mr. Dixon, with a Boman 

Kape of Arundel, additions, p. 867, with a interment (Qeologtf of Sussex, p. 45). The 

plate bT Mr. King, showing the arrange- interesting plate by the late Mr. T. "Kiag 

ment of the numerous objects within the may be obtained from Mr. Mason, at 

cist. Another sepulchral cist, with similar Chichester; and he supplied an etching 

deposit, was found at Donington, Sussex from his original drawing, giyen in Mr. 

(Dallaway, vol. i, additions to p. 54). A Boaoh Smith's Collectanea Antiqua, toI. i, 

stone dst, found at Southfleet, Kent, in p. 128. Mr. King there states that there 

1802, contained two urns, and two pair was a bracket and lamp in each of the 

of highly ornamented sandals ( Arehao- four angles within the cist, bat this 

hsf*^ ^^^ ^ P* ^ P^ Sd)« ^^^ remains appears to be an error. 
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A remarkable gold ring, found near the Roman villa at Bignor, 
Sussex ; it is exquisitely wrought with chased work^ filagree, and 
globular ornaments. It is set with an intaglio, a figure of a war- 
rior holding a buckler before him, and apparently ascending a 
height. This is one of the finest examples of Soman art in the 
precious metals hitherto found in England. Figured in Lysons' 
BrUannia Ramana. — Mr. J. Heywood Hawkins, Bignar Park. 

Vases of thin glass, and several small fictile vessels of the Boman 
period, found at Chilgrove, in the parish of Westdean, near Chi- 
chester, in 1845. The field where they were disinterred was arable 
land, long in cultivation, and the reliques lay at a depth of about 
two feet. Several human skeletons were found, in good preservation, 
especially the skull of a young female, about fifteen years old. By 
her side lay a glass vessel, two finger-rings, and three bronae 
armlets. (Figured Archcsologia, vol. xxxi, plate ix.) Several other 
armlets of metal were found. A portion of the upper part of a glass 
vessel, with its flat base, was found : the former has the surface 
reticulated with threads of glass attached to it ; the form seems to 
have been a tall tumbler; diameter of the rim, two inches and five- 
eighths; of the foot, one inch and three quarters. Also a bronze 
palstave, and a bead of vitreous paste, found in Sussex. A memoir 
on the discoveries at Chilgrove has been given by the Rev. L. 
Vernon Harcourt in the Arclueologia, cited above. — Mr. W. Ley* 
land Woods, Chilgrove. 

Bronze spear-head, in unusually fine preservation, and a bronze 
blade weapon, found about 1847 in draining at Sheet, a hamlet on 
the river Bother, near Petersfield, Hants, and dose to the bounda- 
ries of that county and Sussex. The blade (length fifteen inches) 
is of a type comparatively rare in this country, although oftien found 
in Ireland. Stone moulds for casting weapons of this form have 
however been found in Devonshire, and are figured in Arch4eoL 
Journal, vol. ix, p. 185. — Mr. Stoveld, Siedham Hall, Midkursi. 

Two bronze blades, found in 1849, in a barrow at Ablington, in 
the parish of Figheldean, Wilts, with boars^ tusks, and small deer's 
horns, which show traces of having been cut by some sharp tool. 
One of the blades measures seven inches and a half by two inches 
and three-eighths, greatest width ; the other is only three inches in 
length. In the same barrow were found sepulchral cists containing 
burnt earth, a quantity of teeth of various animals, and other 
remains. Similar bronze blades found in Wiltshire, are given by 
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Sir B. C. Hoare, Anc. Wilts, vol. i, plates xi, xxviii^ xxxiv. — Mr. 
Dyke Poare. 

A javelin-head of flinty found near Swaffham, Norfolk ; bronze 
celts, a palstave of uncommon form without any stop-ridge, and a 
bronze spear, from Swaffham; also numerous small antiquities of 
bronze, buckles, brooches, pins, armlets, beads of glass, &c., found 
on the sandy tract near Wangford and Lakenheath, Suffolk. Bo- 
man coins and reliques are often found there. (See the account of 
that curious locality, jlrch. Journal, vol. x, page 353.) — The Rev. 
J. Greville Chester. 

A collection of stone celts of various sizes and forms, javelin or 
lance heads of flint, and bronze palstaves, all found in Ireland. — 
The Lord Talbot de MalaAide. 

A bronze bit for a bridle, found in a bog in Ireland, and two of 
the singular bronze objects resembling a large spur, supposed to 
have been attached to the headstall of a bridle. They were dis- 
covered at Baheen, county of Boscommon. These remarkable 
reliques have been found only in Ireland. (See one figured in 
Oough's edition of Camden's Britannia, vol. iv,pl. xv.) — 7%e Hon. 
Mrs. Campbell. 

Two arrow-heads of flint, found in Olen Avon, Banffshire, and 
called ^' elf-bolts " by the Scottish peasantry, being regarded as 
charms against elfin sprites and witchcraft. They are formed 
with great skill and symmetry. One is an example of the simple 
primitive and leaf-shaped point; the other is barbed, and has a 
tang between the barbs for insertion in the deft shaft. (Of popular 
superstitions relating to these objects in North Britain, see Dr. 
Wilson's Prehistoric Annals of Scotland, page 124, and Dalyell's 
Darker Superstitions of Scotland, pp. 854, 858.) — The Duke of 
Richmond; who presented them to the Institute. 

Two stone weapons, found in Scotland, one of them a maul or 
axe-head of unusual and massive dimensions. It is perforated for 
a haft ; the length is eight inches and a half; greatest breadth, five 
inches and a half; greatest thickness, two inches and three-eighths. 
(See woodcut.) This ponderous weapon, formed of a piece of 
stratified rock, was found in one of the three trenches which sur- 
round the top of the hill called " Cumming's Camp,^^ at Barra, 
county of Aberdeen, and often termed a Fictish fortress. The other 
is a celt of more ordinary form : one end has a cutting edge, the 
other is sharply pointed. Length, nine inches. It was found in a 
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" Druidical circle " in the same part of Scotland. — The Rev. 8. W. 
King. 



Antiquities of Tarious periode, chiefly from the extensive fortress 
on Homden Hill, near Ilchester, Somerset (area, 210 acres), com- 
prising an arrow-head of vhite quartz, fonnd there about 1820 (see 
woodcut) — the form is unnsuol in England; a 
pointed implement of bone, supposed to have 
been used as an arrow-head (compare Worsaae, 
Copenhagen Museum, figs. 65, 58) ; two bow- 
shaped bronze fibulae, of Roman character; a 
diminutive Soman bronze lamp ; a bronze spear- 
head; three iron arrow or javelin heads; iron 
implements, fonnd with supposed portions of a 
chariot, as tires of wheels, Sec., in 1840, and a 
bronze ornament, which had possibly been at- 
tached to the harness or to the chariot.^ They 
are precisely similar to two found on Hamden 
Hill, about 1833, with iron tires, fragments of chariots, &c., and 
figured in Arehaologia, vol. xxii, pi. vi, p. 41 ; where an account 
of that discovery is given by Sir B. Colt Hoare, with a plan of the 
fortress. — A bronze palstave, with a loop at each Bide, similar to one 
found in Ireland, and in Lord Talbot's collection (figured in Arch, 
Journal, vol. iz, p. 194) it was found in 1842, in a field near South 
FethertOQ, Somerset ; and three bronze celts, found at Wigborough, 
near the same place, in 1830. A diminutive silver die, in the form 
of a man seated in a crouching attitude : the pips being marked on 

^ Ur. Norri* pointed oat that in Sir form ippnn, placed od the hanuM onr 
O-WUkiiuoD'* AttdttU Egyptiamt, toL i, the witlun of (tMhonM, and rappoitii^ 
fint MriM, page HG, an object of timilar a baU. 
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the head, back, and various other parts of the body. This carious 
little object is regarded as Roman, similar dice having been found 
in a Roman tomb at Marseilles. The place where it was found is 
not however known. A similar die is in Lord Londesborough's 
Museum. (See Minutes of Soc. of Antiquaries, vol. ii, p. 18.) Also 
a specimen of penannular ring-money, used at the present time as 
currency in the interior of Afirica, and interesting for comparison 
with the objects of gold, of precisely similar form, often found in 
Ireland, and of which likewise examples have occurred in Sussex. 
It is a ring of iron, with dilated blunt ends, and of dimensions 
suited for an armlet. Iron specimens are rare ; this was brought 
firom Cape Falmas, in 1851, by a person who had it direct from a 
native merchant, who had recently arrived firom the interior of 
Africa.^ — Mr. Henry Norris, Sen., South Petherton. 

Collection of reliques found in a '' Picts' House," at Eetilebum, 
county of Caithness, a remarkable circular building, of which the 
site was explored in 1858. They consist of a bone comb, bronze 
tweezers, spindle stones, balls, and other objects of bone, small 
querns, disks of stone, &c. A gorund-plan, with representations of 
some of these ancient reliques, is given in the Arch. Joum. vol. x, 
p. 211.— Mr. A. H. Rhind. 

A bronze socketed celt, with peculiar markings at the sides, 
found near Lewes. — Mr. W. W. Attree. 

A bronze socketed celt, in remarkable preservation, found in 1849, 
at a depth of twenty feet, on St. Catherine's Hill, near Ghuldford, 
Surrey. — Mr. Robert Fitch. 

A bronze socketed celt, found in the parish of Lymne, Kent — a 
good example — ^length, five inches; a "Samian" saucer and small 
cup, and a small globular urn (Saxon?), found at Mersham, near 
Ashford ; a bottle of Roman grey ware, curiously scored, and a glass 
cup found with it, about 1880, at Lymne (both are engraved in 
Mr. Roach Smith's Antiquities of Sichbarough and Lymne, p. 268) ; 
also a bronze buckle and square ornament of a belt, found near 
the last, with Saxon interments (figured Und,, p. 264) ; a bronze 
gilt fibula, found on the hill, on the road from Folkestone to Dover, 
with a human skeleton, remains of armour, and other objects ; a 

" See an acoount of manflliia, or ring- tions of an iron manilla, and of one of 

monej, mannfM^ured at Birmingham for mixed metal, in his memoir on Tarioua 

the African market, Areh, J<mm. voL xii, tjpee of Insh " Bing-money,*' Thtm, 

p. 179. Sir W. Betham givea reproBenta- BojftU Iritk Aaad., toL zrii, p. 91. 
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small stone hexagonal mortar^ with one handle^ said to have been 
found in the Isle of Sheppey. — Mr. TV. Hills, Museum, Ckichesier. 

A diminntive barbed arrow-head^ of white flinty found on a 
tumulus at Weeting, Norfolk. A gold pendant ornament^ found at 
Falgrave^ Suffolk^ engraved in Proceedings of Suffolk Inst, of Arch. 
vol. ii, page '88 ; Arch. Journal, vol. ix, p. 107. — The Rev. C. R. 
Manning. 

A large assemblage of Boman antiquities, found in excavations at 
Cirencester, comprising ornaments and implements of metal, draw- 
ings of '' Samian '' and other pottery, and various vestiges of ancient 
CoRiNiUM. — Professor Buckman. 

Collection of antiquities of the Saxon period, found at Quarring- 
ton, Lincolnshire, consisting of small clasps, tweezers, a bronze 
rdique of unknown use, resembling a T-shaped latch-key, perforated 
at one end for suspension. A similar object, of bronze, found at 
West Stow Heath, Suffolk, is figured in Proceedings of the West 
Suffolk Arch. Inst., vol. i, p. 328, pi. v, where it is classed amongst 
so-called '' girdle hangers.^' A relique of iron, of analc^ous form, 
found at the same place, is also figured, pi, ii ; another, found at 
Hartlip, Kent, with Boman remains, is given in Mr. Boach Smith's 
Collections, vol. ii, plate vii; and one from the Saxon cemetery at 
Little Wilbraham, is figured in Mr. Neville's Saxon Obsequies, 
pi. xxxix. Mr. Boach Smith describes that found at Hartlip as a 
key, a variety of the clavis laconica. (Bich, Companion to the Latin 
Dictionary, v. Clavis.) Also two urns, of the Saxon period, found 
in Lincolnshire. — T%e Rev. E. TroUope; presented by him to the 
British Museum. 

A brooch in form of a serpent, ingeniously embowed so as to form 
a kind of knot. It was found, as stated, at the Saxon cemetery, 
Fairford, Gloucestershire, where so extensive a collection of reliques 
of the Saxon period have been disinterred by Mr. WyUe. The 
body is formed of a slender tube of reticulated work, of brass or 
some mixed metal : the diminutive lozenge-shaped apertures repre- 
sent the scales, and are fitted with black and white enamel. The 
antiquity of this remarkable little ornament has been questioned, 
nothing similar having been found with Saxon or other remains. — 
Professor Buckman. 

Two earthen vessels, found in 1851, embedded in the wall of 
St. Olave's Church, Cluchester, placed over the arch of the east 
window, on their sides, the mouths &cing inwards towards the 



MUSEUM AT CHICHESTER. 1858. 297 

church. One measures about ten inches and a half diameter; 
height, eight inches and a half; diameter of mouth, eight inches. 
The other, now much broken, was considerably larger, diameter 
possibly fourteen or fifteen inches ; height, eleven inches. They are 
of coarse red ware, and were probably formed to serve as cooking 
pots, the bottom having considerable convexity, so as to bed well 
amongst the hot ashes* This curious discovery is described by the 
Bev, F. Freeman, Sussex Arch. Coll., Vol. V, p. 228; he supposed 
them to be Roman, but the ware has no resemblance to that of 
Boman times. Large waU-tiles were found in the masonry, which 
gave probability to the supposition; and it was suggested that the 
ashes of martyrs might have been enclosed in these vases in early 
times, and the vessels preserved when the east wall was raised and 
a new window inserted. An earthen pot, of similar form and 
ware, was found during repairs at Stockbury Church, Kent, by Mr. 
Richard Hussey : it was placed immediately under the pavement. 
A similar pot was likewise found in 1838, with two stone coflSns, 
near the old Cemetery Grate, to the east of St. Anselm's Chapel, 
Canterbury Cathedral. The vase was full of human bones, and 
was placed between the coffins ; it measured eighteen inches greatest 
diameter; height, thirteen inches. It is possible that in medieval 
times the remains of perisoUs dying in foreign parts were occca- 
sionally brought home in these ossuaria, to be deposited near their 
kindred. — Mr. Inkson, Churchwarden of St. Olave^s. 

A massive ring of baked clay, found in Hurst Fierpoint Church- 
yard. Diameter, four inches and a half; thickness, one inch and 
three-quarters; diameter of central aperture, one inch and three- 
quarters. The period to which objects of this kind belong has not 
been ascertained, and their use is not known. In the Hon. R. 
Neville's Museum, at Audley End, there are such rings, found near 
Saffron Walden and Bourn Bridge. See one, found near Roman 
remains at Castor, Artis' Durobriva, pi. 29 ; it is of precisely the 
same size as that from Hurst Fierpoint, but it differs in being marked 
with three equidistant impressions round the rim. Mr. Nightingale, 
of Wilton, has one of exactly the same size, found in the churchyard 
there. They have been supposed to be weights, or possibly stands 
in which iuneral torches were placed when arranged around the bier. 
They may have served for some game, like quoits. Other examples, 
found with Roman remains near Abingdon, are noticed, Joum. Arch. 
Assoc, vol. iv, p. 404. — The Rev. Carey Borrer, Hurst Pierpoini. 

VIII. 88 
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Fragmeuta of pottery, of variona periods, compriButg some con- 
sidered to be Boman ; a small penannular ling-brooch of bronse, 
possibly Anglo-Saxon ; and two remarkable chessmen of jet, sap- 
posed to be a knight and a pawn (see woodcuts) , date about the 
tenth century? All these objects were found in eicavations at the 
tumulus known as the Mote Hill, Warrington, of which a detailed 
account is ^ven in the Proceedings of the Hittoric Society of Lan- 
eaahire. Session v, 1852-53, page 59. The brooch belongs to the 
Warrington Museum. — Jama Kendrick, M.D., Warrington, by whom 
the accompanying iUuttratuma have been kindly preterUed. 



Medieval Antigmties, comprising Sacred Ornaments, Specimens of 
Goldsmiths* Work, Enamels and Works in Metal, Personal 
Ortumenis, and Objects of Domestic Use. 

A cmciGx of champUoi enamel, probably of the work of Ximogea, 
eleventh century, an example of the most ancient form of the 
crucifbc, with the crown, long robe, and four nails, the feet as well 
as the hands being attached to the cross separately. This type 
bears much resemblance to the Volto Santo at Lucca, a crucifix said 
to have been brought from the Holy Land A.n. 780, and traditionally 
believed to have been the work of Nicodcmus. — A processional cross 
of enamelled copper, eleventh or twelfth century : the crucifix has 
only a partial covering of drapery; the feet, as iu the earlier type, 
are attached separately. — ^A crucifix of brass, originally gilt; 
fifteenth century. The figure of our Lord has only a cloth round 
the loins ; the feet are fastened to the cross by a single nail only. 
Found at Wiggonholt, Sussex, — A fine rehqnuy or chasse of ena- 
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melled work, probably of Limoges, in fine preseryation. It is 
believed to have been presented by St. Louis, King of France, to 
the Abbey Church of St. Denis. After the desecration and plunder 
of the church in the Revolution, it came into the possession of Mr. 
Beckford; and at the Fonthill sale it was purchased by Anne, 
Countess of Newbui^h. It was presented by her to the Hon. Robert 
Curzon, jun. — ^A smaller chaase of enamelled work, twelfth century. 
— Four laj^ oval enamels, by Pierre Courtois or Courteys, of 
Limoges, 1550«1568. The colours are transparent and very bril- 
liant, the effects partly heightened by gold. Dimensions, fourteen 
inches by ten inches and a quarter. Th^ bear the artist's initials, 
P. C. These fine plaques represent the four seasons: — Hunting, with 
the zodiacal sign Taurus; Harvest, with the sign Virgo; Picking 
grapes. Libra; and killing swine, Capricorn. 

Specimens of plate : — A silver-gilt vase and cover, date about 
1450; two silver-gilt tazzas, bearing date 1521; two large silver 
candlesticks, date about 1580; a large silver salver, date 1629, of 
very rich workmanship, designed by Ridinger. It belonged to Pope 
Leo XII, Also a pair of large silver sconces, from a Beguine convent 
in Flanders, seventeenth century. — The Hon. Robert Curzon, Jun. 

A crimson velvet cope, richly embroidered with gold and silk. 
Amongst the figures on the orfrey are St. Bartholomew, St. 
Ursula, St. James the Less, St. Helena, and St. Andrew, On the 
hood are the Virgin and St. John the Evangelist. The velvet is 
embroidered with seraphim standing on wheels, and a scroll under 
each inscribed, '^Da gloriam deo;'' double-headed eagles, fleurs de 
lys, and large flowers, &c. Date about 1450. This fine old 
English vestment was formerly preserved at Canford, Dorset, the 
seat of the Webbs, an ancient Roman Catholic family. There was 
an old chapel attached to the house. The estate came into the 
possession of Lord de Mauley, who presented the cope to Lady 
Newburgh. It has since been preserved at Slindon House, Sussex. 
— The Dowager Lady Newburgh, 

Ancient reliques, found June 8 and July 16, 1829, in stone 
oofiSns, between the piers of the north and south arches of the choir, 
Chichester Cathedral. These cofSns, four in number, previously 
concealed by piers, contained the remains of some of the earlier 
bishops ; each coflSn was formed of a single block of Sussex marble, 
wider at the head than at the feet. On their lids, which were flat 
and polished, lying about six inches below the pavement, a crosier 
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.was represented, placed diagcmally, in the same direction as th^ 
were actually found deposited within the coffin, across the skdeton, 
the volute of the crosier resting on the left shoulder. On one 
jooffin-lid there had been an inscription, and the crosier placed 
erect. In the coffin under the first arch on the north side, lay a 
skeleton amidst the remains of episcopal vestments, the orfireys of 
which were well preserved; the right hand lay as if grasping the 
w5oden crosier, of which the head and pommel were of jet. A silver 
chalice gilt within, and a paten, in the centre of which was 
engraved a hand in the gesture of benediction, between a crescent 
and a star, lay on the left shoulder; on the thumb-bone of the 
right hand was a gold ring, set with a gnostic gem ; and at the feet 
was a high wooden heel of one of the shoes, enclosed in leather. 
This was supposed to be the tomb of Bishop Seffiride, who died in 
1151. In another coffin were the remains, as it has been conjectured, 
of his successor Bishop Hilary, who died in 1169. The skeleton 
lay amidst decaying vestments; the crosier placed, as before de- 
scribed, across the body, the volute resting on the left shoulder; a 
portion of the upper part, to which the volute was attached, is of 
ivory, curiously sculptured. On the right shoulder lay a silver 
chalice, parcel-gUt, and a paten, in the centre of which is engraved 
the Agnui Dei. A plain gold ring, set with a sapphire, was found 
on the thumb-bone of the right hand. In a third coffin, namely, 
that on which the crosier was represented erect, similar remains 
appeared; the crosier lay parallel to the right side; a gold ring, set 
with a sapphire and five small emeralds, was found on a finger- 
bone of the right hand, but there was no chalice nor paten. These 
rings, the chalices, and principal objects above noticed, have been 
carefully preserved, and were entrusted for exhibition in the 
Museum. Also a pewter chalice and paten, found in a cot&n in the 
cathedral; and a leaden cruciform plate, found September 1830, in 
the burial-ground called the Paradise, within the cloisters. It 
measures seven inches and a half by five inches, and bears the 
following absolution (here given in ewtenao): — ^'^Absolvimus te 
Godeinde episcope vice Sancti Petri principis apostolorum cni 
dominus dedit ligandi atque solvendi potestatem, ut quantum tua 
expetit aocusatio et ad nos pertineat remissio sit tibi deus redemptor 
ompnis salus omnimn peccatorum tuorum pius indultor. Amen. 
VII Kal. Octobris in Festivitate sancti Firmini episcopi et martiris 
obiit Godefiridus episcopus Cicestrensis. Ipso die Y. lunie fuit.'' 
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Near the place where this plate lay had been found, abont 1836, 
a atone coffin, which may haye contained the xenuuna of Biahop 
Gk)d6firidua. He died a.d. 1088. Two plates xepreaenting the 
interesting reliqnea above noticed, and the inscribed cross, were 
engraved by the late Mr. T. King, and may be obtained firom Mr. 
Hayley Mason, at Chichester. An account of the latter is given, 
Archaologia, vol. xziii, pi^ 419. Also a portion of an ancient 
memorial, probably of an ecclesiastic : two hands holding a heart, 
on which is the sacred monogram, if)C« It was found in the cathe- 
dral. — TTfe Dean and Chapter of Chichester. 

Pewter chalice and paten, found in the grave of an ecclesiastic 
at the Franciscan Priory, Chichester, in excavations, August 1835. 
The site is now known as the Priory Park. — 7%e Chichester Philo- 
sophical Society. 

A small KussO'Greek diptych, or folding tablet, of enamelled brass, 
found about the year 1830, at Merston, near Chichester. On the 
dexter leaf is the Virgin with the infant Saviour, and two saints 
below in an attitude of veneration; €n the- other leaf, St.Kid[idlas 
between the Saviour and the Virgin. On the outside appear the 
emblems of the Passion. The field is enamelled dark and light 
blue alternately, on all the four sides of this diptych. Its siise, when 
closed, is about one inch and a quarter square. — Mr, George Dendy, 
Chichester. 

A small Roflso-Oreek triptych of enamelled brass. The central 
subject is the Crucifixion; on each of the folding leaves are three 
small compartments, with demi-figures of saints. On a small pro- 
jecting tablet, affixed to the upper mai^in over the crucifix, is the 
head of Our Lord, either the Verum Icon, or the Vemide. The 
size when closed is about two inches wide by two inches and a 
quarter high. — Mr. Henry Norris, Sen. 

Facsimiles of the two sides of a silver reliquary, found attached 
by a chain to the neck of a skeleton, disinterred during the removal 
of Old St. Dunstan's Church, Fleet Street, London, in 1831. The 
subjects are St. George, and St. Helena bearing the True Cross. 
This curious encolpion, of Greek or Russo-Greek workmanship, was 
in the museum of the late Dean of St. Patrick^s, and is figured Gent. 
Mag., vol. xix, n.b. p. 490. See also Arch. Joum. vol. v, p. 166. — 
Mr. J. O. Westwood. 

Sculptured ivory tablet, early twelfth century. The subject is Our 
Lord with the Vii^ Mary and St. John. — The Rev. Walter Sneyd. 
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A reliquary in the form of a pectortJ cross, formed of tvo gold 
plates, enriched with enamel embedded, or ebntonai, in filagree, and 
set in silver gilt. On one side appears the Savioor on the crosa, 
barbarously defaced, and demi-figores of the Virgin and St. John. 
On the other side is seen the Virgin, fiill length, with St. John, St. 
Panl, St. Peter, and St. Andrew, Date, ninth or tenth centm^. (See 
a detailed account by Mr. Franlcs, Arch. Joum., vol. xiii, p. 68.) 
Thill precious example of " Byzantine " work was in the Debmge 
CollectioD. — ^The h«kd of a crosier, of the enamelled work of Limoges, 
thirteenth century. — Mr. Alexander Berofford Hope. 



A pedestal resembling a priket candlestick, of enamelled metal, 
of Komano-Celtic work, of the same class of enamels as the vase 
found in one of the Bartlow tumuli {Arclueologia, vol. xzvi, pi. 85), 
and specimenB in Mr. Nerille's Museum. It was obtained &om 
France, and is now in Mr. Magniac's Collection. Height, three 
inches. Five priket candlesticks of enamelled copper, with heraldic 
decorations, stated to have been purchased in Italy. A rich baldrick 
of silver, parcel-gilt, obtained in Belgium. It is probably an orna- 
ment worn by a lady, and appears to be Flemish work, sixteenth 
century. — Mr. H. Farrer, 
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StmDe fibres of gUt bronze, Irish ivork, tenth or eleventh cen* 
tury ; a bishop and an abbot. Facsimiles of the remarkable orna- 
mental work of the Cross of Cong, a production of Irish art, a.d. 
.1123, in the Museum of the Boyal Irish Academy. Also electro- 
Qrpea of ten small figures afiSzed to the shrine of St. Manchan, vith 
casts of ornamental work on the ends of the shrine, Irish work, 
probably of the early part of the twelfth century. The cniginals 
are of broiue gilt. — Mr. Alexander Netbitt. 

A pur of tripod priket candlesticks of enamelled metal, twelfth 
century. An enamelled tablet of metal, of the work of Limoges, 
thirteenth century, an example of very briUiaot colouring; also a 
crosier-bead enamelled, fine specimens of the ekamplev4 process. — 
A brass esse, or pendant ornament, to contain one of the hallowed 
wax tablets known as the Agnus Dei, distributed to pilgrims at 
Borne } fourteenth century j and a pair of plates of gilt brass, chased 
in very low relief, probably the decorations of a service-book : on 
one appears the crucifix, with the Virgin and St. John ; on the other 
is St. Bartholomew : fourteenth century. Dimensions, eight inches 
and a half by five inches and a quarter. — The Rev. Walter Sneyd. 

Fragments of a glass lamp of very elegant form, from the mosque 
of Saltan Hassan at Cairo, built in the year 1863, and where he 
was buried. His tomb bears date 1365. Mr. Curzon coiuiders 
these lamps, supposed to be of Syrian manufacture, as probably 
some of the most ancient medieval examples of ornamental glass 
existing; they bear the Snltan's name. The decoration is applied 
to the surface in bine, red, and green enamel, with gilding. — Mr. 
J. Nightingale. 

Sculptmred piece for the game of tables or 
of dranghtB, probably formed of walrus tooth. 
Found in the precinct of the Cistercian monas- 
tery of Ardchattan, Argyllshire. The device 
carved upon it is an eagle (?) pluming itself. 
(See woodcut, size of the original.) Date, 
thirteenth century. The disk is unfortunately 
imperfect : the thickness is a quarter of an 
inch. — Mr. Cosmo Inae*. 

Sculptured ivory crosier ; the head is of the 
earlier part of the fourteenth century, but the crockets surrounding 
it have been renewed. It has been traditionally regarded as a pas- 
toral staff used by Cardinal Wolsey.— JUr. A. Bere^ord Ht^. 
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Sculptured irory mirror-case, on which are repreaented s yoang 
lady aiid gentleman playing at clLess. Date, about 1330. (See 
woodcut.) Fou7 groteaqne animals are placed aroond the disk. On 
the reveTSQ is a shallow cavity which received the mirror, probably 
of polished steel. Several b«uitifhl mirror-case* <tf ivory, preserved 
in continental coUectioDs, have been moulded by Mr, Nesbitt, and 
form part of the series to be obtained &om the Anmdel Society. — 
7%e Bon. Robert Curzori, Jm. 



Sculptured ivory, one of the covers of a set of wax tablets (puffil- 
lares) used for writing with a pointel or stylus. The subject r^re- 
sented is the Nativity; the reverse is slightly hollowed out, to 
receive the wax. — Mr. G. Godwin. 
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Sculptured iyory pax ; date fifteenth century. — Mr. H. Norria, Sen, 

Medallion portraits, sculptured in ivory — Charles Lenox, second 
Duke of Bicbmond, bom 1701, inscribed — iqannhs heaioaands 
snoiBi, and Louisa, his sister, married to James, third Earl of 
Berkeley. It bears the date 1711.— TAe Duke of Richmoad. 

Two small sculptured figures of ivory, cinque cento work, St. 
John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist. — Mr. H, W. Freekmd. 

Two sculptured tablets of alabaster, probably French, from the 
medieval alabaster works at Lagny near Paris, sixteenth century. 
The subjects are, Our Lord crowned with Thorns, and the Descent 
from the Cross. — The Rev. F. Leicester. 

A small sculptured tablet of alabaster, partly gilded. It probably 
represents the Good Samaritan, portrayed as a courtly gentleman 
in medieval costume, quitting the inn and giving money to the 
host, who wears a turban and oriental dress. Below is a mark of 
die artist, or possessor of the tablet, and the initials l.T. Probably 
sculptured at Lagny, sixteenth century. — Rev. M. Parrington. 

Two mg-hrooches of gold, found in Sussex : on one of them ia 

inscribed— 3ot)annes : est: noinen : eiug ; 

on the other— *al. bot. tlbeStC. al (all 
for the best, all). A gold ring found 
at Godshill, Poyniogs, ei^raved with the 
posy — pat bone fog ; and within the hoop 
— it. U, tiL also an impression from a J 
beautiful gold trefoil-shaped brooch, of the | 
fifteenth century, found in 1811, near* 
Brighton Place, Brighton. It is inscribed 

— m. espoir. ma. fage, enfture.— Jtfr». 

Weeks, Hurst Pterpoitit. 

A gold ring-brooch, originally enamelled ; diameter one inch and 
a sixteenth. On one side is the initial % four times repeated, with 
quatrefoiled ornaments alternately. On the other side is the posy, 
— amot! enfeOSe SOlatS: et: ioge. Date, early fifteenth cen- 
tury. This brooch, one of the most beautiful examples of its class, 
ia traditionally believed to have been worn by Cromwell at the 
battle of Dunbar ; it was accompanied by a pair of small silver 
studs, supposed to have been worn by the Protector, hut they bear 
the head of Queen Anne. — A gold beaded ring, found at Red Dick, 
near Pevensey, in 1816. — A silver ring, parcel gilt, fifteenth cen- 
tury, with figures of St. Christopher and St. Barbara on the facets ; 
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a gold ring, probably Russo-Greek^ with an inscripton on the inner 
aide, found near Chichester ; and a gold betrothal ring, from the 
same locality, inscribed within — " If loue be true, my minds to you." 
— The Hon. Mrs. Thomas. 

Stuart reliques, comprising four plain gold buckles, worn ac- 
cording to tradition, by Charles I, and a fine Imen shirt, richly 
embroidered round the neck, wristbands, front, seams, &c., believed 
to have been worn by the king ; a silver cup and saucer, chased in 
relief in oriental style, flowers, fruit, &c. ; also a large silver spoon, 
said to have been used by Charles II when a child ; the gold watch, 
worn by him, made by " Quare, London'' ; oval silver medallions, 
by Simon, portraits of Charles I and Henrietta Maria; also a gold 
ring set with a miniature portrait of the old Pretender. — ^A signet 
ring of gold, set with an emerald surrounded by brilliants, and 
engraved with the initials — C. L. united as cipher, under a coronet. 
This ring belonged to the Duchess of Portsmouth, the initials being 
doubtless those of her name, Louisa, and the King's. This beautiful 
ring may be supposed to have been presented by Charles II. The 
king, as appears by the impression of a seal on a note addressed 
^' For the Duchesse of Portsmouth,'' from Newmarket, now amongst 
the Royal Letters at Gtxxlwood, had a signet of nearly the same 
size, with the initials C. L. under a royal crown, the letters united by 
a true-love knot. — A richly enamelled gold watch, by '' Deschannes, 
London," supposed to have belonged to the Duchess of Portsmouth. 
A gold watch, by " Graham, London," and the royal cipher On 
the case, worn by Geoige I. A gold heart-shaped Scottish brooch, 
inscribed within — " I. G. Whyl. lyf. is. myn. my. heart, is. thine." 
— A betrothal ring, formed of three hoops, which intertwine and fit 
together ingeniously so as to compose one ring. The inner sides 
bear the following inscription : — ^ qvhil. hart. is. mtne.it. salbe. 

THYNE. AND. EVIR. SALBE. — ^ HART. BE. RYND. HAVE. ME. IN. MTND. 

AS. I. HAVE. THE. It WRS fouud about 1820, at Achindon Castle. 
" Given to me by Alexander, Duke of Gordon. — E. Grordon." — His 
Grace the Duke of Richmond. 

A small gold ring-brooch, fourteenth century, found in the 
gardens of Lavant House, Sussex. The diameter is about three 
quarters of an inch. Inscribed on one side — mvn qver vdoino, and 
on the other — £ pres elvino. — A brass ring, with a merchant's 
mark, ploughed up near West Lavant Church. — Mr. C. Dorrien. 

A gold heart-shaped pendant ornament, enamelled, found at 



^ 
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Dunston^ Lincolnsliire. On opening it, on one side is seen St. Peter, 
and on the other St. Barbara, engraved on smdl flat plates which 
close the two divisions of the heart. The outside is beaatifully 
ornamented with cinquefoils of red enamel enclosed by a band of 
white enamel and gold stars. — ^A plain gold betrothal ring, en- 
graved with a posy inside. — Mr. J, H, Hawkins, Bignor Park. 

Oold ring found in Rockingham Forest, inscribed with these sup- 
posed talismanic words — ifi guttv : gutta : madros; adros., and on 
the inside — ifi tdros : udros : thebal. A brass signet ring, and a 
silver ring, fifteenth century, with the initial I. under a crown. — 
The Btv. E. TroUope. 

A brass ring-brooch, found near Corbridge, Glamorganshire. On 
the flat surfaces are engraved in large capitals — ^ ihesvs nazarenvs, 
and i{i AVE MABiA GRACiA. Diameter, one inch and three quarters ; 
date, fourteenth century. — A flat brooch of silver, of the same size 
and form, found near Abingdon, and inscribed— iesvs nazarenvs, 
is figured Journal Arch. Assoc, vol. ix, p. 74. These inscriptions 
were doubtless regarded as possessing a certain talismanic virtue. — 
Mr. W. R. Deere Salmon. 

A small bronze hexagonal box or capsule formed apparently to 
be worn suspended or attached to the person ; it opened with a 
hinge, and in the cavity within was found a small round flint, such 
as occur commonly near the chalk strata in Sussex. It was found 
in the Vicarage garden, Walberton, near Arundel. This object 
had probably been used as a physical charm, like the atites or 
eagle-stone, anciently much esteemed in childbirth, and worn tied 
to the arm ; or the lapis nephriticus, bound on the wrist of the left 
hand, as a remedy for calculus. — The Rev. G. S. Vogan. 

Two curfews of brass, or latten metal, formerly preserved at 
Halnaker House, Sussex, and now at Goodwood. Their date may 
be assigned to the reign of James I. One measures fourteen 
inches high, diameter nineteen inches; the other, sixteen inches 
and a half by twenty-six inches. In form they precisely resemble 
that engraved in the Antiqu. Repertory , vol. i, p. 3, which belonged 
to the Rev. W. Gk>stling of Canterbury, and was subsequently in 
Horace Walpole's possession. It was purchased by Mr. William 
Knight, at the Strawberry Hill sale. Another, now in the Can- 
terbury Museum, was in the ancient residence of the Bering family 
at New Shelve House, Kent. Another, obtained in London in 
1842, is figured in Journal Arch. Ass., vol. iv, p. 171, where a full 
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account of the carfew is given by Mr. Syer Cuming. See also 
Hutchinson's Durham^ vol. i^ p. 102. M. De Yigne^ at Ohent^ has 
a curfew of earthenware, ornamented with flowers, fruit, &;c., in 
coloured barbotine ; it bears the date 1606 ; there is also another of 
earthenware in the Museum at Boulogne. — The Duke of Richmond. 

A covered salt of crystal, mounted in silver-gilt, and finely 
chased : date about 1550. — A set of painted fruit-trenchers, of thin 
wood, in the original box which bears the arms of Queen Elizabeth. 
On each is a flower or device with a ''posie,'' or rhyming stanza, 
and scripture texts, relating to some subject of moral admonition. 
These quaint trenchers measure five inches and a quarter diameter, 
one side being plain, the other painted and varnished; and they 
were doubtless used in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, in 
the dessert of fruit, sweetmeats, &;c., served after dinner. (See a 
notice of these "treen platters, '^ Arch. Joum. voLiii, p. 833.) — Sir 
J, C. Clarke^Jervoise, Bart. 

A pair of silver-gilt snuffers, enamelled with the royal arms and 
those of Cardinal Bainbridge, Archbishop of York, poisoned at 
Rome, 1514. He was made a cardinal by Pope Julius II, in 1511, 
for his services in persuading Henry YIII to take part with the 
Fop6 against Louis XII. (See ArchteoL Joum. vol. x, p. 172, where 
this beautiful specimen of ancient plate is figured.) — Mr. Henderson. 

A folding hat, formed of thin slips of ivory curiously interwoven, 
and when open presenting the appearance of a small parasol, whilst 
it could be readily folded up like a fan. It had been traditionally 
handed down as having been worn by Queen Elizabeth, and pre- 
served beyond memory in the family of the late Mr. Ambrose 
Glover, of Reigate. The probability that this singular relique of 
old costume might have belonged to Elizabeth, may derive some 
confirmation from the fact that she avoided the use of any head- 
covering which might throw a strong shadow on her prominently 
marked features, strictly enjoining that her portraits should be 
painted as in '' an open garden light.'' This ingenious hat, from 
the semi- translucent quality of the ivory, would throw scarcely any 
shadow. It is recorded that she particularly disliked windy 
weather, and loved to walk in a mild calm rain, with an umbrella 
over her head.^ Hats of this fashion were worn in her reign, and 
appear in some contemporary representations of female costume. — 
Mr. T. Hart. 

« See De Foe's Timr through Oreat Britain, account of Windsor, vol. ii, p. 67. 
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Tbe silver dock-watcb givea by Charies I to Mr. (sAerwuds 
Sir Thomas) Herbert, as the king was goii^ to the place of 
execution. The incident is related in Sir Thomas's Memovra, p. 
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120. The movement has been somewhat modernised; the original 
mechanism was hj ''Edward East, London/' whose name is 
engraved inside, and he is mentioned as the king's watchmaker. 
This interesting relique came, by intermarriage with the Herberts, 
into the possession of the family of its present possessor. (See a 
more full account, with representations of the elaborately engraved 
case, the key, &c., Stusex Arch. CoU. vol. Ill, page 103.) Also two 
silver-gilt bowls, which, as supposed, had been made for James I, 
whose initials and arms th^y bear, with the date 1610. They were 
purchased at the sale of the Duke of York's plate. It is possible 
that the design may have been taken from an original bowl of that 
period; these however, as shown by the assay letter, were made in 
1824. Quaint devices and moral sentences appear upon them ; the 
stag lodged, the ostrich with a horseshoe in its beak, porcupine, 
wyvem, griffin, boar, &;c., as they are found on certain wooden cups 
of the earlier part of the seventeenth century. — Mr. W. Tonmley 
MUford, PUshiU. 

A rush candlestick, such as were for- 
merly used in Sussex, attached to an iron 
standard affixed to a block of wood. Also 
another contrivance of the same kind, 
adapted for suspension to a chimney-piece, 
and still used in rural districts in Sussex 
for burning dipped rushes as a homely 
substitute for candles. Bush candlesticks 
n / U ffW ^^^ ^^ ^ general use in North Wales. 
^^^^^JL iH I fn They are mostly formed with nippers to 
^^^^*p I aH ^^^^ *^® '^^^ ** *"^ angle of 45°, and a 
I V^L ^^^^ nozzle for a candle. Also a pair of 

I ^1 Sussex tobacco-tongs, date 1725. — The 

Hon, Robert Curzon, Jun, 

Pilgrim's staff, curiously engraved with 
subjects from the history of Our Lord, and 
the Passion. — 7^ Rev. H. MitcheU. 

Bronze key, with a quatrefoiled handle ; 
found at Barcombe, Sussex. — The Rev. jP. 
Spurrell. 
The ancient iron key of the " Chapter House,'' Chichester Ca- 
thedral. — 7%€ Dean and Chapter. 

Seven iron keys, found at various times in the grounds of the 
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Priory, Lewes. Also a small stimip-iron with a swivel ring for 
attachment to the leather. — Mr. W, Attree. 

An iron lock of curious construction, found near Cakeham, 
Sussex, and an iron lock from Bramber Castle. — Mr. R. Elliot. 

Several medieval keys of brass and iron, of ornamental workman- 
ship : four of them found at Haydor, near Sleford, Lincolnshire, 
under the roots of an aged oak; another found in the walls of 
Sleford Church ; an iron lock and key, and a globular padlock : all 
found in Lincolnshire. — The Rev. E. Trollqpe. 

An iron thumb -screw, from Halnaker House, near Chichester. 
See representations of these implements of torture, said to have been 
first used in Russia, in Dr. Wilson's Prehistoric Annals of Scot- 
land, j)nge 690 ; Skelixm*s Croodrich Court Armory, jHede 66. — Mr. 
Humphreys, 

A leaden figure of a bird, probably a dove with wings expanded, 
found in Lewes river, Sussex, near the bridge. Objects of this 
kind have been associated with Roman remains, and Mr. Neville 
has one, found at Chesterford in the Boro' Field : other examples 
have been found in Cambridgeshire ; two at Yalle Crucis Abbey, 
and one by Mr. Inskip, of Shefford. (See Mr. Neville's Antigua 
Explorata ; also Journal Arch. Ass., vol. iii, page 177.) They are 
usually pierced with two holes through the body, probably for a 
cord ; they show traces of gilding or silvering and of paint. The 
form bears no resemblance to the Roman eagle. They may have 
been counterpoises for a lamp or other object suspended in a church 
or elsewhere. — Mrs. Weeks. 

A silver pin, parcel gilt, with a globular head ornamented with 
filagree work. Found in taking down an old house at Kilcot, near 
Wootton Underedge, Gloucestershire. — The Rev. B. R. Perkins. 

A chasing in silver, representing the Adoration of the Shep- 
herds, date early sixteenth century; and a round ornament of gilt 
metal, cast and chased; the subject is the Circumcision. — The Rev. 
F. Leicester. 

Hornbook for teaching children their letters, sometimes called 
an '' Abece.'' It is mounted in silver, the back engraved, and dis- 
plays, under a covering of horn, the black-letter alphabet, small 
letters, preceded by a cross, the vowels, the black-letter capitals, 
syllables of two letters, &c. ; '' In the name of the Father, of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost, amen :" and The Lord's Prayer. Peacham, 
in his Worth of a Penny, written in the reign of Charles I, says — 
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" For a penny you may buy the hardest book iu the world, and 
which, at some time or other, hath posed the greatest clerks in the 
land, viz., an hornbook ; the making up of which imployeth above 
thirty trades/' A hornbook, with a portrait of Charles i; is in 
Mr. Bateman's Museum, Lomberdale House, Derbyshire, and is 
figured in his Catalogue of Antiquities, ^c, page 192. — Sir Henry 
Shiffner, Bart. 

Two hornbooks, one of them with a figure of Charles I on horse- 
back, the other of the time of Charles II, and an " Abece " of the 
same description and form, but varnished instead of being covered 
with horn. — A pair of embroidered gloves, described as worn by 
Queen Anne on the occasion of her visit to Christ Church, Oxford, 
August 26th, 170i.—Mr.J. O. Westwood. 

Gold ring, said to have been found in one of the piers of Old 
London Bridge. On the facet is a figure of St. Catherine, originaUy 
enamelled ; on the hoop is engraved — ifi i« ttUSt. itt« gotf ; fifteenth 
century. — Gold betrothal rings, found at Bosham. Within the 
hoop are engraved the following posies : — ''Tho far apart, yett near 
in heart."— 'an thee I find Content of mind."— 3fr. C. T.ffalsted. 

A pair of lady's gloves, of fine Spanish leather, with embroidered 
cuffs. Date, eighteenth century. — The Rev. Walter Sneyd. 

A double drinking-cup of silver, date about 1680, sometimes 
described as a '' puzzle cup." It is in the form of a female, in the 
costume of the reign of Charles II ; her body forms the larger cup, 
and with her arms upraised she holds a smaller one over her head. 
The latter turns between her hands on pivots, so that, with some 
little difficulty, both the larger and the smaller receptacle might be 
filled simultaneously and drunk off without spilling. The Duke of 
Hamilton has a good example of this quaint kind of double cup, 
which was sometimes termed a '' Moll Thompson." Mr. Shaw has 
figured one in his Dresses and Decorations, vignette to pi. 92, vol. ii, 
—Mrs. GUbert. 

A richly wrought girdle of silver, parcel-gilt, from the Canton of 
Appenzell, Switzerland. These ornaments are preserved as heir- 
looms, to be obtained only on the extinction of a family in that 
locality. — The Rev. F. Leicester. 

A large jar with two small handles, in form similar to the butter- 
pots used in the West of England. It was dug up in the church- 
yard at Chawton, near Alton, Hants, and belongs to Mr. J. Clements, 
of Alton. Hutchins mentions in the History of Dorset, that, in 
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enlai^ng the vault of the Drax tajsulj, at Charborougli in that 
county^ twenty-two pots of red ware, like butter-pots, measuring 
eleyen inches in height, were found two feet under the floor, and 
beneath them lay eleven skeletons. These were rather smaller than 
the jar found at Chawton ; they were empty, and it was supposed 
that they had contained the hearts and the viscera of the eleven 
persons there interred, deposited singly in these separate receptacles. 
—Mr. R. G. P. Minty. 

A " puzzle-jug,'' of old English manufacture, mottled brown stone 
ware; a painted Delft dish, and other specimens of porcelain and 
pottery, including two resembling* the productions of the old manu- 
facture by Hartley and Green, at Leeds ; formed with open work, the 
edges gilt. Also a dish of Chinese porcelain, made in the '' Ching- 
hwa'' period, or a.d. 1466 to 1488. — Mrs. W. Hayley Mason, 
Chichester. 

A four-handled tyg, or wassailing cup, of red glazed ware, 
with ornaments laid on in relief in yellowish slip or barbotine. 
Fleurs de lys occur amongst the ornaments. Date, seventeenth 
century. From Lingfield, Surrey. The intention of these drink- 
ing vessels was, that four persons, drinking together, and each 
using a separate handle, brought their mouths to different parts 
of the rim. — ITie Chichester Philosophical Society and Mechanic^ 
Institute. • 

A four-handled tyg, of dark glazed ware, ornamented with bosses, 
&c., in relief, in yellow barbotine. It bears the initials I. W.; the 
date 1659, Skfleur de lys, Sec. Height, five inches and a half; dia- 
meter of the mouth, five inches. See examples of this kind of ware. 
Catalogue of British Pottery, ^c. Museum of Economic Geology, 
p. 117.— Mr. H. W. Freeland. 

A small bottle for sack, of white enamelled pottery, English Delft, 
probably made at Lambeth, dated 1648. The Hon. Robert Curzon 
has a similar vessel for sack, dated 1659; and in the Norwich 
Museum there are three — Sack. 1650. Whit. 1648. Claret. 
1648. — A bowl of English earthenware, in imitation of the Dutch 
manufactures of Delft; the decorations in blue, consisting of hunt- 
ing subjects. Within is a medallion portrait of William Duke of 
Cumberland, son of Oeorge II, commander-in-chief of the forces. 
He commanded at Fontenoy and Culloden, and died 1765. The 
portrait is siurrounded by a trophy of flags and military insignia, 
and is accompanied by these lines : — 

VIII. 40 
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'' William the Princely Yonth with Transport see^ 
He chains th' Oppressor^ sets the Oppressed Free;, 
Hail^ Friend of Albion and of Liberty 1'' 

Mr. A. W. Franks. 

Municipal Insignia, Plate, SfC, of the City of Chichester. 

The silver-gilt maoe of the city of Chichester ; it measures four 
feet in length ; weighty 120 ounces. On the head^ which bears an 
arched crown, are the lion, thistle, harp, and fieur de lys, as also the 
royal arms in the reign of Charles II, the period to which the 
mace may be assigned. — ^The mayor's official stick ; it is mounted 
with gold, richly chased; amongst the ornaments are imper- 
sonations of the Four Seasons. On the top is a lai^ crystal, as a 
pommel, surrounded by amethysts. — The bailiff's official stick; it 
has a richly wrought silver mounting, and crystal head. — ^The mace 
and the whole of the corporation plate, amounting to 650 ounces, 
were sold by auction, 9th August, 1836, when the above-mentioned 
and some other objects were purchased by certain worthy and loyal 
citizens, who formed a local club or fraternity for their preservation^ 
designated as ''The Mace Society." The municipal insignia are 
their property, and are annually committed to the charge of the 
civic authorities. — TTie Mayor and Corporation. 

Two silver cups — " Of the guift of loane Bameham, Weeddowe, 
in lanuarie, 1592." The city arms are engraved upon them. The 
annual letter of the Assay-office (o) indicates that they were made in 
1591. (See Mr. Morgan's Tables, Arch. Journal, vol. x, p. 35.) 
Also a standing silver cup, ''The gift of Mr. William Madgwick^ 
1654." The assay mark shows that it was made in 1652. A 
covered tankard (year-letter b, and Britannia, date 1717); and six 
small octagonal salts (c and n, and Britannia, 1718, 1719). — The 
Mace Society, Chichester. 

A silver mace, parcel-gilt, found in an old house in Chichester^ 
where it had probably been secreted. It had been one of the smaller 
city maces. It terminates in a semi-globular head, around which is 
a crown, and within the crown the arms of James I within a garter. 
There were formerly four Serjeants at mace amongst the municipal 
officials of Chichester. The mayor's serjeant carried the great 
mace (still in tise); and three small maces were carried by the 
bailiff's Serjeant, the portreeve's, and the customer's serjeants. 
This was one of them. Another, as it is believed, exists in private 
hands. — Mr. Humphreys, Chichester. 
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Ancient globular lantenij of horn set in a light frame of metal^ 
ensigned with a royal crown^ and carried on a pole; it is one of the 
state luminaries which accompanied the mayor at night through 
the streets of Chichester. This, which measures more than two feet 
in diameter, was the municipal moon, and followed in the proces- 
sion ; the sun was rather larger, and took the lead. In winter the 
sun and moon were in attendance at the gates of the choir, at the 
dose of evening service, to escort the mayor through the nave on 
his accustomed visit to the bishop, at the palace adjoining the 
cathedral. Large horn lanterns of this fashion were carried in old 
times before the coaches of distinguished persons, when travelling 
at night, or returning from late festivities. Two ''moons'' are 
preserved at Enowle, which were thus used by the Earl of Dorset 
early in the seventeenth century, and other examples exist in old 
country houses. — Mr, Mason, Chichester, 

Medieval Armour and Arms, ifc, 

A spear-head of iron, found in the valley of St. Clair, where the 
victory of Crecy was won by the troops of Edward III over the 
army of Philip de Yalois, August 26th, 1346. Given to Henry 
Cowen, Esq. 73d Regt. in 1815. Length, twelve inches; greatest 
breadth of blade, one inch and an eighth. — ^A miniature brass dag, 
sixteenth century, a toy for a child ; length, three inches and three 
quarters. — An iron thumb-screw, said to be a relique of the Spanish 
Armada. — ^A small steel-rowelled spur, ingeniously contrived to be 
affixed to a shoe, by means of a small plate, fitting over the heel- 
leather, and a screw to make all tight.— Drawings of the ancient 
ordnance taken up by Mesrs. Deane at Spithead in 1836; — a gnu 
formed of iron bars, welded together, and secured by iron hoops ; it 
was fixed in a solid bed of elm ; length of the gun, nine feet six 
inches : it was loaded with a stone shot ; also two brass guns fix>m 
the wreck of the Mary Rose ; one made in 1535, by Robert and 
John Owyn; and a 32-pounder from the wreck of the Royal 
George. These sketches were sent by Mr. James Powell, of Ports- 
mouth, a few days after the discovery, and he stated that Oovemment 
had ordered the immediate removal of the guns to London. — Mr. 
H, W. Freeland. 

A long-skirted hauberk of chain-mail, found in the vaults of a 
castle near Inspruck, with several weapons, a martel defer, &c. It 
has long sleeves, and the edges both of the sleeves and skirt are 
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finished with a row of brass rings. Every row of rings thronghoot 
is riveted and welded. At the neck is attadied a. flat brass ring, on 
which is stamped ^ ijaitS ■ • -i probably the name of the maker- 
It is wroaght with remarkable skill, and is in perfect preservation. 
Date, fifteenth century. — An iron arm, of Italian workmanship. 



date abont 1420, and constructed with great ingenoity to sapply the 
loss of the left hand. (See notices of other objects of this kind. 
Arch. Journal, vol. s, p. 84.) Ab Italian fencer's target, of wood 
covered with red leather ; it has a hook in firont for sospenaion to 



the guard of the sword. Date, sixteenth century. This is the 
targa di jmgno of the Italian writers on the art of Defence. 
Dimensions, eleven inches by ten inches. A circular target, once 
the property of Edward Courtenay, created Eari of Devon by Mary 
in 1553. It has the original velvet lining, and bears the motto — 
Ubi Itqasua, quid feci. An Itallab saddle, sixteenth century, covered 
with red velvet, and a Mameluke saddle, with bolsters, headstall, and 
breastplate of silver-gilt, red velvet housing. Sec., and iron stirrups. 
Also a pair of pistols in the holsters, with the locks, barrels, and 
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stocks wholly covered with silyer plate^ the whole forming a splendid 
display of oriental equipment. — An ancient Turkish praying-carpet 
of velvet, richly embroidered with gold. — The Hon. Robert Curzon, 
Jun.j Parham Park. 

Iron arrow-heads, pheons, javelin-heads, and forked heads, pro- 
bably for crossbow bolts; found in excavations at Cirencester. — 
Professor Buckman. 

A cap^pU suit of armour of gigantic size, from the collection of 
the Oraf Obiers von Barfus, in Rhenish Prussia. The breastplate 
is globose, and has ihs mabia engraved upon it ; the gorget has a 
large chain engraved round it, and the tassets, which are each in 
one piece, are also engraved. The width round the shoulders of 
this suit is four feet two inches; the weight, 631b. Date about 
1470. — ^A suit of knight's armour from Spain, with all the additional 
pieces for the tournament. The tilting helmet is screwed on to the 
breastplate, so as to render the head perfectly immoveable. — ^A 
circular steel shield, having a pistol in the centre, with a small 
grating over it. The pistol loads at the breech and fires with a 
matchlock. This was described as one of thirty-seven shields 
which were in the Tower of London in 1488, when Bichard III 
caused an inventory of the stores to be taken. From the collection 
at Uplands, Hants. ^Mr. John Beardmore. 

Headpiece fi*om the frineral achievement placed over the tomb 
of the first Lord Montague, in Cowdray Church, Sussex. He died 
in 1592. This helmet was thrown aside during the ''restoration'' 
of the church.— Sir Sibbald D. Scott, Bart. 

Headpiece with triple-barred defence for the face; such as was 
worn by the hargobusiers in 1645. Compare ^kelton's Goodrich 
Court Armory f pi. 42, figs. 4, 5. — ^A Spanish powder-flask, formed 
of the horn of an ox, on which is carved, with emblems of the 
Passion and other devices, the representation of a bull-fight. It is 
inscribed — he iso sebastian rohero. From the late Dr. Notfs 
collection. — A silver-mounted couteau de chasse, with handle of 
mother-o'-pearl. — Mr. Charks Dorrien. 

Armour and arms of various periods, comprising two maoiM, temp. 
Henry YII, one embossed and engraved ; a mace, sixteenth century, 
the head of open work, the handle spirally worked ; and a mazuelk, 
temp. Edward YI. A ponderous headpiece from Florence, sup- 
posed to have been used for torture ; and a curious secretum, or privy 
skullcap of steel, ingeniously hinged together, so as to fold up and 
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be carried about the person, ready for an emergency. (See wood- 
cut.) Bridle-bite, spurs, several broad-swords, aerentcenth centoiy, 
one of them with a flamboyant blade, from Old Woodstock House, 
temp. Charles II ; a hanger, or hunting-sword, temp. James I, the 
blade etched, the hilt of 
oxidised steel fretted and 
studded with silver. — A 
German honting-hatchet, 
for brittling or cutting up 
the stag. The blade is 
etched on both sides, the 
subjects being the stag at 
bay, speared by the hunter, 
and a gentleman and lady 
conTereing; with a Ger- 
man inscription, and the 
date 1676. {Arch.Jowrn. 
yol.Tiii,p. 93.) A powder- 
flask of hard wood, inlaid in circles and studs, with ivory and brass. 
A powder measure of oxidised steel, inlaid with silver. Purchased 
at JaSa.— 3fr. fV. J. Bemhard Smith. 

Pemttinga, Works of Art, Topographical Dravrings, Plans, ^. 

Two early productions of Italian art, paintings in tempera, on 
panel — the Nativity, and the Presentation in the Tem[de. They 
are works of the Florentine school, early fifteenth century, and 
have been attributed to Luca Signorelli, who painted the Fall of 
the Angels, and other works, at Orvieto. Fosaibly they are modi- 
6cationB of the compositions of Gaddi. — The Bev. H. Mitchell, Vicar 
of Botham. 

Two ancimit puntings from "the Queen's Rpom," Amberley 
Castle, Sussex, an ancient residence of the Bishops of Chidiester, 
built by Bishop Rede about 1377. A large upper chamber or hall, 
part of the buildings erected l^ Robert Sherbom, Bishop of Chi- 
chester 1508-36, displays some curious decorations of that time. 
On the upper panels of the wunscot were painted, in tempera, a 
series of female half-length figures in military costume, holding 
escutcheons. These paintings, supposed to represent the Sibyls, or 
to be impersonations of certain foreign towns, &c., have been attri- 
buted to Theodore Bemardi, a painter of Amsterdam, who came to 
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England^ it is stated^ in 1619, and painted two large pictures in 
Chichester Cathedral, as also the portraits of the bishops, &c. Ten 
of the figares at'Amberley remain; the head-dresses, details of 
armour, &c., are very curions. One of these Amazons bears a bow 
and arrow. The escutcheons, of the form termed d bouche, are 
charged with the following bearings : — 1/ Or, a crowned lion ram- 
pant regardant, between three hearts. 2. Arg, a lion rampant Sa. 
8. Chi. three female heads. 4. Chi. three female heads, on a bor- 
dnre or, twelve (?) hearts^. 6. Gu. three female heads, impaling 
az. twelve billets or, 6. Or, a lion rampant parti az, and gu., on an 
escutcheon over all, gu. three female heads. 7. Az. ten hawks' 
bells or, on a bordure gu., eight (?) female heads. 8. Gu. three 
thrones or. On one of the panels are the initials B. S. in the span- 
drils, probably for Robert Sherbom. — The Rev. Leveson Vernon 
Harcourt, by kind permission of the Bishop. 

An interesting portrait on panel, fifteenth century, representing 
a middle-aged lady, in picturesque costume, especially the head- 
dress, formed with numerous lappets over a coverchief ; the barbe 
covers her chin ; her gown is of crimson, her mantle of doth of 
gold. Over the head is inscribed— (SliiOst&i StoitU Bf SofieSntf « 
It is probably Elizabeth, heiress of the Emperor Sigismond, King 
of Bohemia. She espoused, in 1422, the Emperor Albert, King of 
Bohemia in her right, and afler his death she gave birth to Ladis- 
las, who succeeded as King of Bohemia. She died in 1447. The 
painting measures fourteen inches and a half by ten inches and a 
half.— Mrs. Gilbert, The Palace, Chichester. 

Painting by Albert Durer. The Virgin and Infant Saviour; 
two angels on the wing above hold a rich crown over the head of 
the Virgin: a landscape fills the background. The subject thus 
treated was engraved by Durer; but the Virgin wears a coronal of 
flowers on her head, which does not occur in the painting. Fur- 
chased firom the late Lord Mulgrave's Collection. — Sir William 
Knighton, Bart. 

Portrait of a young lady, in remarkable costume, sixteenth 
century. She has a black ^Xk faille with lace edging thrown over 
her head; a falling ruff, yellow-starched; her gown is white, with 
bands of black lace, and embroidered with pierced and flaming 
hearts, weeping eyes, coronets, &c. On panel, supposed to be by 
Sabastian Bicci, who resided some years in England. It was pur- 
chased at the entrance lodge to Halnaker Park, and probably had 
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belonged to the Countess of Derby^ who resided there, and died in 
1752.— The Rev. Charles Akock. * 

Painting by an unknown artist, sixteenth century, representing 
the Court of Wards and Liveries, Lord Burghley presiding; he 
was master of the Court from the beginning of the reign of Elizabeth 
till his death, 1598. The Court was in Westminster Hall, behind 
the Court of Chancery ; the precise position is well shown in Sand- 
ford's plan, given in the Coronation of James II, page 108. This 
curious memorial was engraved by Yertue in 1747, for the Society 
of Antiquaries, and ^ven in Vetusta Monum., vol. i, with a detailed 
description and account of the persons of note whose portraits 
occur in the picture. The costume and all the accessories are 
finished with much care : over Burghley's head appear the royal 
arms, with the dragon and greyhound as supporters. The painting 
is described as being executed on a large skin of parchment, nearly 
a yard square. — A small painting, said to represent Cromwell in his 
quarters the night before the battle of Naseby ; he is in a buff coat 
and slouched hat, smoking and drinking. Supposed to have been 
painted by Gteneral Lambert, whose performances in art, especially 
in representing flowers, are mentioned by Walpole. He was a 
great encourager of art, and his son, John Lambert, painted portraits. 
It is possible that this little painting may be by his hand. — ^A re- 
markable miniature portrait of Charles II, in gouache, said to be 
by Cooper. Another portrait of the king, mounted on a tortoise- 
shell snuff-box: it is executed in pencil (or pen and ink?) with 
extraordinary delicacy ; and may be the work of Daenckarts, a 
painter and engraver who produced several portruts of Charles II, 
especially one formerly at Strawberry Hill, in which the Court 
gardener appears presenting to the king the first pineapple grown 
in this country. — Portrait of Ninon de PEnclos, probably after 
Mignard. Her name is written on the back, with the following note : 
— ''Donnfe par die m£me kVillarceaux son amant en 1664; agee 
de 42 ans. Morte le 17 8bre, 1706, ag^ de 90 ans 5 mois.^' — ^Two 
engravings of the " Damley Kcture,'' engraved by Vertue for the 
Society of Antiquaries : the original, found in the Castle of Aubigny, 
in France, may still be seen at Ooodwood, and a duplicate, not 
however identical in all particulars, is in the Royal Collection at 
Windsor Castle.^^— i/« Grace the Duke of Richmond. 

^ See Walpole's AMecdotetofFaintinff, is ddBcribed in Mr. Haylej Mason's OiH)d'' 
edit. Dalkwaj, toL i, p. 805. The pictun wood^ page 101. 
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Plan of the circular intrenchment on St. Roche's Hill, commonly 
called Book's Hill, about a mile from Goodwood. This survey was 
made probably about 1700, and it shows the position of a ruined 
building of which the traces have nearly disappeared. The area of 
the camp is about five acres. See a representation of it by the late 
Mr. T. King, in Mason's Goodwood, p. 173. — Sis Grace the Duke of 
Richmond. 

Plan of the circular intrenchment in Hayling Island, known as 
Tunor-bury (area about seven acres and a half); from actual sur- 
vey and measurement specially made on occasion of the meeting 
of the Institute. This fortress, which appears to have been noticed 
only in the History of the Hundred of Bosmere, privately printed, 
is situated in a position very judiciously chosen, originally sur- 
rounded on three sides by tidal inlets, on the western side of the 
great estuary which forms Chichester Harbour. It is supposed to 
be a Saxon work. — 7%e Rev. C. Hardy, Vicar of Hayling, 

Coloured drawing, representing the tesselated pavement found 
in 1850 at Uplyme, Devon. The design comprises guilloches of 
blue, red, and white tesserae, lotus-leaves, and a central compart- 
ment of remarkable design, composed of four intersecting circles 
with a hexagon in the centre. See an account of the discovery, 
ArcfueoL Joum. vol. xi, p. 49. — The Rev. G. Tucker, Rector of 
Musbury, 

Unpublished engraving, representing the remains of one of the 
Roman gates of Chichester (reonvm), from a sketch in the Burrell 
Collections, British Museum. A more finished drawing by Grimm 
exists in the Bodleian, amongst Gough's Collections, — ^'The east side 
of the west gate," drawn 1782. Also an unpublished etching, three 
Roman inscriptions found at Chichester : one of them, found in a 
cellar in East Street, at the comer of St. Martin's Lane, is a tablet 
dedicated to Nero (figured in Camden, ed. Gough, vol. i, plate xv, 
p. 277) ; another, found in 1 823 in North Street, is the lower portion 
of an altar dedicated by Lucullus, son of Amminus; the third is a 
votive tablet to Jupiter, dedicated by C. Sallustius Lucullus, pro- 
praetor of Britain after the recall of Agricola, ^'pro salute Imp. Cses. 
Domitiani Aug." — The Rev. B, R Perkins. 

Eight coloured tracings of mural paintings discovered on the east 
wall of St.Olave's Church, Chichester, during repairs in 1851. The 
principal feature was a band of painting which comprised thirteen 
compartments, containing figures of saints^ and in the centre the 

VIII. 41 
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Corouation of the Vii^. The figures measan ahout fifteen inches 
in height. These and other murol decorations found at the same 
time are represented in Suttex Arch. CoU. Tol. V, page 213, with a 
detailed accoont of the discorerf. The paiatings may be aaaigued 
to the thirteenth centuiy. — Mr. Beataon. 

_ Drawing represent- 

ing the vertical dial 
on the Bonth side of 
Bishopstone Church, 
Sussex, placed over the 
so-called Saxon porch. 
It bears the name of 
EADKic, poBubly the 
maker. (See an ac- 
count of the church, 
8u»»ex Arch. Coll. vol. 
II, p. 272 ; and of the 
AvaX,Arch.Jowrtuii,yfA. 
xi, p, 60.) Similar ver- 
tical dials of early date 
exist at Kirkdale, York- 
shire, and at the neigh- 
bouringchurchofGveat 
Edstone. The latter, 
figured in Dr. Young's 
Hitt. of WJnthy, vol. ii, 
p. 747, bears, Uke that 
at Bishopstone, the 

a I re. name of the maker. — 

■ Mr. W. F\gg, Lewes. 
Engraving by Basire finm the painting of the Siege of Bonlogoe 
by Henry VIII, in 1544. Pablished by the Society of Antiquaries 
with four other engravings from historical paintings, all of which 
were at Cowdray, Sussex, and were destroyed by fire, 26 Sept. 1739. 
— Also a letter from Lord Montague, dated, Sept. 1784, giving 
the Society permission to copy the painting of the Procession of 
Edward VI, at Cowdray, but no other without leave. — Sir Sibbaid 
D. Scott, Bart. 

Two drawings showing the east and west ends of the choir of 
Chichester Cathedral, previously to the alterations made about 1829, 
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and before the painting was obliterated firom the ceilings; also a 
Tiew of the west end of the nave. — Mr. Joseph Butler. 

Plan of the conventual chnrch and buildings of Beaulieu Abbey^ 
Hampshire^ showing the results of recent excavations. — The Rev. F. 
Baker. 

Drawing of a sculptured tablet found in 1844 under the pavement 
at Bustington Churchy Sussex^ by the Vicar, the Bev. J. C. Oreen. 
The design, much defaced, appears to have been a crucifix. To one 
limb of the cross is suspended a scourge, to the other a rod; on the 
dexter side was a female figure kneeling at a desk, with three children 
behind her; on the other side, a man in armour and a tabard, with 
his sons behind him. Date, sixteenth century; dimensions, two 
feet eight inches by two feet four inches. It may be a memorial of 
one of the Dawtrey family (De Alta Bipa), who held the manor of 
Preston in the parish of Bustington. — Miss Annalan G. Atkyns. 

View of Chichester Cross, a painting executed about 1790 by 
William Pether, the skilful mezzotinto engraver, who appears to 
have been in some manner connected with Chichester, or to have 
pursued his art there. In 1765 he painted and engraved the por- 
traits of the three brothers Smith, painters of considerable note, 
natives of Chichester. — Mr. H. W. Dudden, Chichester. 

Model of Chichester Cross. — Mr. H. W. Freeland. 

Coloured drawing by the late Thomas King, a talented artist and 
antiquary of Chichester, representing the mural painting in the 
Bishop's Chapel at Chichester, discovered in 1829. The subject is 
the Virgin and infant Saviour, a work of the thirteenth century. 
An engraving was published by Mr. King.^^ — Mr. T. fVilmshttrst, 
Chichester. 

Fifteen drawings, representing examples of domestic architecture 
in Sussex, They comprised views of Brambletye House, and of the 
vaults ; Paxhill, in the parish of Lindfield, the ancient residence of 
the Board family {Sussex Arch. CoU. vol. VI, p. 197) ; Wakehurst 
Place, built by Sir Edward Culpeper, 1590, and its picturesque 
hall; Gravetye House; Bolebroke, the residence of the Sackvilles, 
and originaUy the seat of the Dalyngrudges, it is one of the earliest 
brick buildings in the county; Laughton Place, built 1534, a re- 
markable example of brickwork (described, Sttssex Arch. Collections^ 

^^ This And other yalaable antiquariaD Chester, from whom impreesions may be 
plates by the late Thomas King were pur* obtained, 
chased by Mr. Hayley Mason, of Chi- 
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vol. VII, p. 64) ; Slaugham Place, the seat of the Covert family; and 
East Mascalls, in the parish of Lindfield. — Mrs. Davies. 

Three water-colour drawings, representing Wakehurst Place and 
Slaugham Place, Sussex. — Mrs. Blaauw. 

Portfolio of drawings, illustrative of Sussex topography and anti- 
quities : — Roman towers and remains excavated at Pevensey Castle ; 
Boman villa discovered at Eastbourne; architectural subjects, 
ancient houses, &c. at Hastings ; great hall, refectory, crypt, &c. 
Battle Abbey ; Battle Church, its mural paintings and architectural 
features; Steyning, Wiston Hall, Cowdray and its mural paintings; 
Hurstmonceaux Castle, Shulbred Priory, and mural paintings ; also 
numerous ancient remains found during the rebuilding of London 
Bridge. — Mr. W. H. Brooke. 

Model of the ancient palace of the Archbishops of Canterbury, 
Mayfield Place, Sussex. It represents a section of the buildings, 
showing the '^ Queen's Chamber,'^ and more modem portions of the 
residence, wherein Queen Elizabeth was entertained by Sir Thomas 
Oresham. This model was cut with a knife firom a solid slab of oak, 
and was the work of several years. Although not to be regarded as 
minutely accurate, it is not without interest, having been executed 
on the spot some years since, and the progress of decay having 
advanced rapidly since that time. See Arch. Joum. vol. x, p. 76 ; 
and the account of Mayfield, Sussex Arch. Coll. voL II, p. 221. — 
Mr. H. Green, Knutsford. 

Illuminated MS. Horse, fifteenth century, French art. — ^Woodcuts 
of the sixteenth century, representing achievements of the Emperor 
Maximilian. — Maps of the counties of England and Wales, by 
Christopher Saxton, dated 1575-79; the latter date occurs on the 
title with a curious portrait of Elizabeth, to whom the work seems 
to have been dedicated. — Sir J. C. Clarke-Jervoise, Bart. 

Three illuminated service books, fourteenth century, firom 
Gordon Castle. A MS. French poem, fourteenth century, ''Le 
Songe du Pelerinage de Vie Humaine;'^ with numerous outline 
drawings executed with the pen, and of curious character. A fine 
copy of the ichnographies, " Urbium precipuarum totius mundi,'^ 
&c., by Oeorge Braun, presented by Henry Ranzovius in 1590 to 
James VI, King of Scots. The costumes introduced on the plates 
are interesting; amongst the views valuable to the English anti- 
quary is that of Canterbury. — The Duke of Richmond. 

Coloured tracing from a mural painting discovered in St. John's 
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Churchy Winchester. It represents St. Francis. Figored^ Journal 
Arch, Assoc, vol. ix^ p. 8. — Painted glass of Early English character 
from the same churchy sent by permission of the incumbent and 
churchwardens.— 7%e Rev^ W. H. Gunner. 

Drawing of a singular cruciform ornament^ inlaid on the oak 
communion-table at Keston, Kent. — The Rev. C. Hardy, 

Four small paintings relating to legends of the Virgin, and mira- 
culous interpositions. Possibly executed in Spain, or in South 
America. Described as from Mailing Abbey, Kent. Their date is 
later than the Reformation. — The Rev, H, J, Rush, Jun, 

An oval miniature, sixteenth century ; a gentleman about thirty 
years of age ; he appears in a richly trimmed shirt open at the neck ; 
with his left hand he holds a jewelled medallion suspended to a 
chain round his neck. The whole background appears in flames. 
— A miniature, the portrait, as supposed, of Ferdinand II, Emperor 
of Germany, 1619. — A crystal reliquary, worn about the neck; it 
contains two miniatures — the Virgin on one side, St. Mary Mag- 
dalene on the other. Small reliques are set round the enamelled 
frame. French art. These objects were formerly, as supposed, in 
the possession of the Courtenay &mily at Powderham Castle. — Mr, 
W, Courtenay Morland. 

Series of drawings illustrative of the ancient hunting-seat of the 
Emperor Frederic II, '^ Castel del Monte,'' near Ardria, in Apulia. 
See Arch, Joum, vol. xi, p. 65. — The Hon, W, Fox Strangways, 

Matrices and Impressions of Medieval Seals, 

Collection of Sussex seals : — Casts of the seals of the Sussex 
Cinque Ports, which have been fully described by Mr. M. A. Lower, 
Sussex Arch, Coll., vol. I, page 14. (See the accompanying plates.) 
No. 1 . Common seal of the Port of Hastings. Obv. a ship, bearing 
banners of the royal arms and those of the ports, apparently running 
down an enemy's vessel, which is about to founder; a mailed head 
amidst the waves seems to be the representative of the discomfited 
crew. Rev., St.Michael overcoming the dragon. — No. 2. Rye. Obv. 
a ship with banners of the cross of St. Oeorge. Rev. a church 
within an embattled wall, probably St. Mary's, Rye : in the centre 
is a tower and spire, under which, as in a niche, appear the Virgin 
and infant Saviour. The legend is the angelical salutation. — No. 8. 
Seaford. An eagle rising on the wing, with its head turned back. 
With this is used as a counterseal a matrix of much later date, 
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probably made in 1544, when a charter was granted by Henry YIU. 
It displays a three-masted ship, and the legend, with svttonii. bt. 
CHTNGTON. Sutton and Chinting were townships within the juris- 
diction of Seaford. — No. 4. Pevensey. Obv. a ship, a most curions 
example, nearly identical in its details with the seal of Winchelsea, 
but of rude execution. Bey. two ships, in one of them an episcopal 
figure, probably St. Nicholas, patron saint of mariners and of the 
church of Pevensey. — No. 5. Winchelsea. Obv. a ship. The 
counterseal is a very rich design, apparently representing a church ; 
it is an arcade in which appear St. Giles (twice repeated) and the 
Martyrdom of St. Thomas of Canterbury : the two chief churches 
in Winchelsea being dedicated to those saints. The counterseal 
now used is a modem imitation of the original, said to have been 
stolen during an electioneering squabble, and to be still retained 
by an inhabitant of Winchelsea. The figure here given has been 
engraved firom an impression of the original. The l^end is a 
Leonine distich — ^ eoidio: thoms: lavdvm: plebs: cantica: 
p(iio)m£: ne: sit: in: anoabia obex: sws: amne: via. The 
interpretation of these lines has been much discussed; see Mr. 
Low^s translation, Sussex Coll., vol. I, p. 24. Also the seals of the 
chief officers of the five Sussex ports. (See plate.) — ^No. 6. The 
Mayor of Hastings, a seal of the times of Elizabeth, by whom the 
bailiff of that town was elevated to the mayoralty : it deserves notice 
that on this seal the arms of the ports are given incorrectly, the 
middle lion not being dimidiated ; and the same error appears on 
the small modern seal actually used as the town seal. — No. 7. Rye. 
No. 8. The bailiff of Seaford ; the eagle here again appears, but in 
more usual heraldic form. — No. 9. The Portreeve of Pevensey; the 
matrix is now in the possession of Inigo Thomas, Esq. The design 
is curious : upon a diapered ground are two ostrich feathers under 
a coronet, described by Mr. Lower as the badge of the duchy of 
Lancaster, Pevensey having been granted to John of Gaunt by 
Edward III in 1870. The seal is however of a later period. The 
legend deserves notice, — & : tl^t CU0tunt« fitllt Of« tije. ]IOrte« 
of* $(tn8t« The letter £. here found in the place of an initial 
cross is probably to be referred to the livery of the Duke of Lan- . 
caster, the collar of SS.— No. 10. The Mayor of Winchelsea.— These 
seals had been imperfectly described, and a few of them engraved, 
by Boys, in his History of Sandwich}^ — Seals of Lewes Priory (see 

^ Casta from any oftheie seals, as also be obtained from Mr. Beady, No. 2, St 
those of the Kentish Cinque Ports, may Botolph's Lane, Cambridge. 
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the accompanying plates), of which a full description is given by 
Mr. Blaauw in Sussex Arch. Coll,, vol. II, p. 20 : — No. 1. Common 
seal of the priory and convent. It had been imagined that the 
obverse, A., had been made fifty or sixty years later than the reverse, 
and that the design portrayed the grant by Richard II of the lord- 
ship of Lewes and patronage of the priory to Thomas Mowbray, 
Earl of Nottingham, in 1397. This supposition however, to which 
an erroneous reading of the legend across the seal had given some 
countenance, namely, IVarienale instead of Martiriale decus, seems 
to be incorrect.^^ The two portions of the seal seem to be of the 
same date, the obverse representing the Martyrdom of St. Pancras, 
and in the tabernacle work above, Diocletian, who ordered him to 
be slain ; the reverse displaying the patron saints of the priory, the 
Virgin, St. Peter, St. Pancras, and St. Paul. As a valuable sup- 
plement to these Sussex seals, a plate is here given, engraved from 
drawings by Hewlett, in the collection of the late Mr. Caley; 
representing^ No. 2, the seal of John (Gain or de Janitura?) prior 
of Lewes in 1843 ; No. 3, the seal and coimterseal of Stephen, 
prior in 1218;^^ and No. 4, the more ancient conventual seal, 
representing the Martyrdom of St. Pancras. — Mr. R. Ready. 

The upper moiety of a brass seal of Boxgrave Priory, Sussex, 
preserved amongst the munimentd at Ooodwood, as part of the 
evidences relating to the lands once belonging to that monastery, and 
now in the possession of the Duke of Richmond. The seal, of pointed 
oval form, represented the Yu^in seated with the infant Saviour; 
a star of six points appears on each side of the figure, of which the 
upper part remains. There is no canopy, nor any other ornament 
in the field of the seal. The following letters of the legend remain: 
^ sioill' : SA, — and the termination of the name of the Priory — 
GRAVA : The matrix is neatly bisected, and the edge carefully 
polished off. It might be supposed that some division of the 
possessions of the religious house took place after the Dissolution, 
and that a moiety of the seal accompanied either series of title- 
deeds. The seal is of larger dimensions, and wholly different to 
that of which an impression is preserved at Carlton Ride, attached 
to a conventual lease, 24 Henry VIII.^^ — Matrix of pewter or 

" Sustea ArcK Coll., yol. Ill, p. 202. sea], Stephani de Uziy and the Jleurde lyt 

Compare the critioiBms in Qent, Mag., was considered aUusive to his name, de 

yol. xxxii, N. 8. p. 603. IA». The name may, howeyer he read — 

" In Sussex Arch, Coll., yoL II, p. 19, BTzi, for Herzi or Hcroy. 

it was proposed to read on the counter- ^ Monast, Angl. edit. Caley, yoL y, 
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mixed white metal, the seal of Alexander Gordoo, third Earl of 

Huntley, 1501 ; he commauded the left wing at Flodden, and died 

in 1633. The seal, of rude deai^, bears the following arms :^ 

Quarterly, 1, (Gordon; 2, Badenoch; 3, Seton; 4, Fraser. Create 

— a Blag's head; Bnpport- 

ers, two greyhoonda. (See 

woodcut.) It is said that 

this seal had been found 

in a moor in the south of 

I Scotland, where one of 
the Gordons was slain. 
(See a more fiill account, 
and notices of other seals 
of this earl, Arch. Journal, 
vol. X, p.336.)— Brass seal 
of the bui^h of Aberdeen, 
the armorial bearings of 
the biu^h, three towers 
within a double treasure 
flory and counter-flory. On a scroll above the shield is the motto, 
— BON. ACCORD. Supporters, two tigers (?) con&. The execution 
indicates a late date. Diameter, nearly one inch and a half. The 
ancient seals of the buigh, bearing the date when they were made, 
A.D. 1480, are engraved in Laing's Catalogue of Seotiith Seals, plate 
xxix, p. 208. — Seven seals of the Gordon family, good examples of 
the art of the last century. — His Grace the Duke o/ Richmond. 

Impreesioii from the seal of the sub-dean of Chichester. The 
matrix, which is of brass, was found, about the year 1840, in a field 
between the two parishes of Cholderton and Newton Toney, Wilts, 
on the borders of Hampshire, forty or fifty miles from Chichester. 
The adjoining parish of Amport, Hants, is a living belongingto the 
chapter of Chichester. The most populous parish in Chichester, in 
which also the Close is situated, is that of St, Peter the Great, or 
the Sub^deanery, and until a recent time the north transept of the 
cathedral was used as the parish church. The living is a vicarage, 
the vicar being designated the sub-dean. In the cathedrals of Lin- 
coln, Exeter, and Salisbury, the sub-deans have estates held of 

£643. The Bne matrioei of the Ksl of It ia atatod that thcj xrerp found in an 
OTgnre, Bgnred Arekaologia, toI. iirii, earthen Tsesd ia Bonner'B Fields, Hack- 
p. 976, an now in the Britiih HuMom. ne;. MituUet Sot. jUUiqa., toI i, p. 101. 
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them, as of other dignitaries, and a similar privilege appears oiigi* 
nally to have belonged to the sub-deanery of Chichester. In the 
Valor Eccletiastiaa, temp. Henry VIII, vol. i, p. 296, the " Pirma 
parochie sub-diaconatus Cicestr," may be found, giving a de- 
scription of the lands and the amount of rental. The seal, of 
pointed oval form, measures one inch and a 
qnarter by four-fifths of an inch ; it bears the 
legend, *b' svbdecani cicestbie. In the upper 
part appears a demi-figure of St. Peter, the patron 
saint of the cathedral; and below is a demi- 
figure of an ecclesiastic, whose hands are raised 
in supplication. The matrix is in the posses- 
sion of the Bev.Thomas Mozley, who was rector 
of Cholderton at the time of its discovery. 
Impression &om the seal of James I, for writs 
of the Court of Common Pleas (pro Brevibus coram Juaticiariis) . 
Dark brown wax. — Impression from the seal of Richard Montague, 
bishop of Chichester 1628, translated to Norwich in 1638 ; pointed 
oval ; it displays a figure in armour of pseudo-classical character, 
bearing an oval shidd charged with a lion rampant, not his heraldic 
hearing. ■{■ sioillvh, aicARni. hovntaov. bfiscofi. cicestbek. 
The matrix was fonnd amongst old metal. — 7^ CMchegter PhilO' 
aophical Society. 

Silver matrix of the town seal of Chichester : it is of pointed oval 
form; the device is an eagle with wings raised and holding a flenr 
de lyg in its beak. In the field is a flaming star of eight rays. — 
^ siQiLLvu. civivM. CICESTBIE. Fotirteenth century." — Oval silver 
seal of St. Mary's Hospital, Chichester ; an escutcheon of the arms 
of the city {Arg. guttee de poix, on a chief indented ffidea a lion 
passaut^guardant or.) *the bbale, of. the. wabdbns. of. the. hos- 
FiTALL. of. ST. HABiEs. IN. cHicHESTBE. On the reTcrsc there is a 
handle, and the arms of Chichester, as before, engraved with the 
name — Gulielmus Stamper Maior, Anno Domini 1657. Dimen- 
sions, three inches by two inches and a qnarter. — ^There is also a 
more modem seal of the city, of which an impression was exhilnted : 
the matrix is|circular; diameter three inches and quarter; the device 
is an embattled gateway, with three turrets ; the portcullis appears 
in the gate, and over it an escutcheon of the city arms, as before : 

iDrewiotu nui; be pnr- 
V. Haylc; Hanm. 
42 
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— aioiLLTM : COM UTHB : ciTiTATiB : ciCESTBiiB : — 7%« Town Clerk, 

Chichester. 

The silver matrix of the seal of St. 
Mark's Hospitalj Chichester, eetablished 
by Pat. 13 Hen. Ill, 1229. Originally 
there had been a convent of nuns there, 
founded in 1158. See notices of the 
hoepital and the buildings now ez- 
isting, Stasex Areh. Coll. vol. II, p. 1. 
The seal represents the Vii^n en- 
throned, holding the infont Saviour. 

1^ SIOILL. HOBPITALIB S'CZ MARIE CICK8- 

TBiE. Date thirteenth century. It is 
preserved in a small' ronnd silver- 
clamped pyx, to which a chain is at- 
tached. This box seems to be of con- 
siderable antiquity, and of some un> 
known medieval manufacture bearing 
resemblance to some kinds of japanned 
oriental work. — 7%e Rev. J. Haichiruon, 
Matter of St. Mary'» Hotpital. 
Impression £rom the seal of Laurence Pay, Archdeacon of Chi- 
chester 1635. A pointed oval seal. In the upper part is an arm 
issuing from clouds and grasping a cross fiettr de lyai; under- 
neath is a scroll, inscribed — tbnxo. non. niHiTTAM., and a shield 
of arms. Legend round the margin, — bioilltm. i^vbbhcii. pat. 
ABCHiDiACONi. cicssTRBN. — Mr. Robert Elliot, Chichetter. 

ImpreasioQ from the seal of a hospital at New Shoreham, Sussex ; 
pointed oval, the device is the Crucifix, rudely designed, beneath 
is a Catherine wheel. Engraved Gent. Mag. Aug. 1736. ^ the. 

SEAL. at. O* . SATIOVR. lESYS. CHBIST. OF. THE. OSPITAL. OP. 8H0BAM. 

IN avssEx, No other trace of this foundation has been noticed; 
there was a hospital of St. James at Shoreham. — Mr. A. W. Frofikt. 

Brass matrix, fifteenth century, used as the seal of the Peculiar 
of tbe Archbishop of Canterbory at Chichester, for probates, mar- 
riage licenses, &c. It is of pointed oval form, measuring three 
inches by two inches. It is remarkable that the seal appropriated 
&om time immemorial to this purpose should prove to be that of 
some bishop, unknown, possibly a sufilragan. In the centre appears 
The Virgin enthroned, with St. Peter and St. Panl : in the shrine- 
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work over her head is a demi-figure with mitre and crosier^ the 
hand raised in benediction; and below is a like demi-figore^ the 
hands joined in sapplication. On the dexter side of this last is an 
escatcheon charged with two keys in saltire ; and on the sinister side 
an escntcheon with three hands :— SifliUum SGlofierti tJjfX BStm^ 
Ct0* (?) The name of the see has not been deciphered: itmayberead^ 
VaUencis or Pascensis. It has be suggested that the seal may have 
been used by Robert Episccpus Gradensis, who occurs amongst the 
chorepiscopif suffragans of Norwich^ 1426-46^ in Wharton's list. — 
Mr. E. W. Johnson, Chapter Clerk. 

Impression from the official seal of the Peculiar of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury at Lewes. Pointed oval, sixteenth century. The 
device is an angel^ seen full face^ wings upraised; under the feet 
are the words — fiat ivstitia^ and over the head — rvat ajsLVM. 
Around the margin — sioiL. fran. rinosted. ll. bacc. pecv. ive. 
CANT. IN. coMiT. svssBX. coMiss. — Mr. W. Figg, F.S.A., Lewes. 

The original matrix of the conventual seal of Southwick Priory^ 
Hants, the most complicated and remarkable example of its class in 
this country. Its curious construction and the mode of adapting the 
various parts of the matrix have been explained by Sir F. Madden, 
with representations of every part, Archisologia, vol. xxiii, p. 374. It 
has been preserved with the title-deeds relating to the lands formerly 
possessed by the monastery. — Mr. J. Bonham Carter. 

Sulphur casts, chiefly from personal seals, part of the large col- 
lections formed by the late Mr. Caley. Amongst them are the privy 
seal of Philippa, Queen of England, described as from the matrix ; 
seals of Richard, Earl of Arundel, 45 Edw. Ill; Humphrey, Earl 
of Hereford, 45 Edw. Ill; Henry Percy, 45 Edw. Ill; Hugh 
Courtenay, Earl of Devon, 9 Henry V; Bichard, Duke of Gloucester, 
as Admiral of England, from a matrix in possession of Rev. James 
Parken, Bampton, Devon; and the first great seal of Henry YIII, 
being the same which had been used t. Henry YII, with a distinctive 
addition. Also original impressions of the great seals of Henry III 
and Henry IV. — Mr. R.A. C. Austen. 

Brass matrix of the seal of Richard Clitherowe, admiral for the 
west coasts, appointed 7 Henry IV, 1406. Purchased from the 
Strawberry Hill collection. Walpole's Description of Strawberry 
Hill, page 65.— The Rev. Dr. Bliss. 

A small steel seal, engraved by Simon. The impress is the 
severed head of Sir Harry Vane, beheaded June 14, 1662. — Mr, J. 
Henderson. 
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Impresaioii from an liexftgonal seal, taken firom one in the Museum 
at Hastings; it is not known where the matrix exists. (See wood- 
cut.) It is supposed to have been the seal of Lady Jane Grey, 
hastily made daring the short period from her succession being pro- 
claimed, July 10, 1563, until she abandoned 
the title of Queen, Joly iO. Under an arched 
crown between Q.D., the initials of her husband 
Lord Guildford Dudley, are two escutcheons, 
one of the royal arms, the other chained with 
two animals grappling a ragged staff, possibly 
the c(^nizance of the Dudleys. Compare the 
device of John Dudley, carved in the Tower of 
London, where he was imprisoned ; Archaoiogia, vol. xiii, pi. iii, 
p. 69. See Mr. Lower's obaerrations on this seal, Suttex Arek. CoU. 
vol. IV, p. 318.— itfr. Albert Way. 

A silver ring found on the coast of Dorset, near 
Abbotsbury. The hoop is wreathed ; the impress is 
a merchanfe mark terminating in a cross. Below 
is a leopard's (?) face, on one side, and on the other 
the letter i. Date about 1450.-7^ Hon. W. Fox 
Sirangwaya. 

Silver matrix, thirteenth century, found in the parish of Washing- 

boro', near Lincoln. It bears an escutcheon of these arms, — a fesse 

between two chevrons, bibillvh secbeti. Brass matrix, the seal of 

Henry of Lancaster, Earl of Derby 1337, grandson of Edmund 

Grouchback, brother of Edward I. He was created Duke of Lan- 

caster in 1351, and died in 1361. It was found on Lincoln Heath 

(see woodcut); described .^rcA./mirw. 

vol. X, p. 329. Small privy seal of 

brass, in form of an escutcheon, found 

at Quarrington, Lincolnshire. The 

I impress is a lion leaping against a 

I tree, behind which is a bird. On a 

f chief are the words — foet sv. Date, 

fourteenth century. Brass seal found 

at Spalding, the intenrion of which 

has 'not been ascertained. Id chief 

is a crowned head between two fieurt 

de ly*, in base a lion passant. *s':r: e: o: i:s: o: n: d: o: N. 

Date, fourteenth century. — The Rev. Edward Trollope. 

Impressions from seven matrices preserved in the Museum at 
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Wisby^ in the island of Gottland^ in the Baltic. They comprise six 
lai^e brass seals of guilds anciently existing in that town^ which 
was a place of extensive commerce in medieval times. The seventh^ 
a small personal seal of silver^ being that of Brother Gerard of 
Oottland^ of the Dominican order^ was accidentally obtained in 
Candia by a Wisby trader^ who received it in part payment for a 
freight of copper. These seals are described and figured^ Arch. 
Jovrn. vol. xii, p. 256. — The Rev. F. Spurrell. 

Four small brass matrices of seals^ fourteenth century. A bird 
flying, * FRiVE sv. A ship^ the mainsail furled, s' : willelmi : 
CROWE. A fleur de lys, ifi crede ferenti. A bird with a branch 
in the beak, * svm sine dolo. Also a seal of the fifteenth century, 
two birds on a foliated stem. — Impressions from the great seals of 
Elizabeth, James I, Charles I, Oeorge II, and George III ; seal of 
the Court of Augmentations, temp. Henry VIII, and Exchequer 
seal, temp. Elizabeth. Impression of the seal of the Nabob of Arcot, 
appended to a letter addressed to George III ; it is on red wax, 
diameter five inches; there is no device, only an inscription in 
oriental character. — Mr. H. W. F)reeland. 

A small hexagonal brass seal, fourteenth century; the device 
is a ship, with sail furled, — 1{( s' ovill' coiterel. Obtained at 
Lymne, Kent. — Brass signet rings, fifteenth century: one of them 
with a merchant's mark; on anoUier are the initials B.M. united by 
a true-love knot. Impressions of the .seal of Henry lY for writs 
of the Court of Common Pleas, " pro brevibus coram justiciariis ;'' 
dark green wax ; of the official seal of the bailiffis of Bomney Marsh ; 
the device is a church, and beneath is a blank escutcheon. Legend 
— ROMNT. MARSH. Eugraved in Boys' Hist, of Sandwich, plate of 
seals at p. 806, fig. 7. The matrix, described as of ivory, is stated to 
be lost. — Also an impression firom a round matrix, found in 1806 at 
Hythe, three feet deep, in forming the Military Canal. It bears an 
escutcheon charged with four fusils in fesse, and between their 
points, both in chief and in base, are three bezants.^ — * s. bes. 
CONTEAZ : M : G : DECHEVEiONE. Fourteenth century. This is the 
bearing of a family in Brittany, thus given by Palliot — '^ Cheveign^ 
en Bretagne, de sable k quatre fusees mise en fasce d'or, accompag- 
nees de six besans de mesme.^' Science des Armoiries, p. 677. — 
Mr. William Hills, Museum, Chichester. 

Iron matrix, a seal of one of the Dukes of Richmond and Lennox. 
The shield is surrounded by a garter. It has not been ascertained 
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whether it were the seal of Lodovick Stuart, created Duke of Kich- 
mond in 1623; James Stuart, created duke in 1641, or Charles 
Stuart, who died in 1672. All of these were knights of the Garter. 
The seal is oval ; quarterly, 1 and 4, Aubigny ; 2 and 8, Stuart of 
Damley; on a surtout Lennox. Without crest or supporters; a 
ducal coronet is placed above the garter.— Mr. A. W. Franka. 

Leaden matrix, found during repairs 
of Stockbury Church, Kent : date thir- 
teenth century. The device is a flower 
or star. (See woodcut.) * b'blib fil' 
wiLLELHi FAKWiKiNi. (Noticed more 
fiilly in Arch. Journal, vol. x, p. 327. — 
Mr. R. Htasey. 

Impression from a leaden seal, of 
pointed oval form, found in 1851 near 
the northern entrance of the Roman 
enclosure at Pevense; Castle. The device 
is a crescent and star ; the legend * biqill'. 
hatild'. blosii. It has not been ascer- 
tained whether she was of the same family 
as Stephen de Bios, who occurs early in the 
thirteenth century as a trader to Fevensey. 
Stusex Arch. CoU. vol.V, p.205.~-3fr. 
Mark Antony Lower, F.S.A. 

Impression from a seat found on the site 
of the Cistercian monastery of Pipewell, 
Northamptonshire. It is of pointed oval 
form J the device is a fieur de lys. — ^ s'. 
will'i. cvitevol'. oe pist. The last word 
uncertun. — Mr, Edward Bickardton. 
Impression from a brass matrix foond in the parish of Amberley, 
Sussex, and now in the posseseion of Mr. W. Duke, at Chichester. 
It bears an escutcheon of these arms, — on a bend a mullet pierced ; 
over the shield a helm with a plume of five feathers as a crest. Sup- 
porters, two wodewosea or wild men. — Sh, io1|att ganton. Date, 
fifteenth century.— 7%e Rev. G. A. Clarkaon, Vicar of Amberley. 

Autograph Letter; Origmal Docwnents, ^c. 
Collection of royal autographs, comprising letters of Mary Queen 
of Scots, James, I, Charles I, Charles II, James II and his Qoeen, 
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Queen Anne, and correspondence on affairs of state, chiefly in the 
earlier part of the last centmy; a contemporary narrative of the 
Forteous riots inEdinburgh, and miscellaneons historical papers from 
Gordon Castle. A curious letter fiN)m Voltaire to the Duke of Rich- 
mond, in English, alluding to his having sent a presentation copy of 
his History of Sweden, and introducing his old fireind M. Tiriot to 
the Duke. An autograph bill and receipt, by Angelica Eauffman, 
for pictures painted for the Duke of Gtordon — Ulysses and Calypso, 
£84 ; Venus, £26. 5^.; a portrait of the Duke, &c. — Hia Grace the 
Duke of Richmond. 

Collection of royal autographs, comprising olograph letters of 
Henry VIII, King of England; Elizabeth, Mary Queen of Scots, 
Charles I, the Emperor Charles V; John, King of France, written 
during his captivity in England (1856-1360; this letter is only signed 
by the king); Francis I, Henry III, Henry IV, and Louis XIV, kings 
of France, and Catherine de Medicis. The letter of Henry VIII, 
addressed to Anne Boleyn, was formerly, it is believed, in the col- 
lection at the Vatican; it was published, but imperfectly, in the 
Harleian Miscellany, vol. iii, p. 60. The letter of John King of 
France is an autograph of the greatest rarity, none being preserved 
in the National Collections, either in France or England. It is ad- 
dressed to his son Charles, Duke of Normandy, who succeeded as 
Charles VI, and relates to ''nostre am^ et feal chevalier secretaire 
maistre Pierre de Labatut. — Donn6 & Windesores le xxvj. jour de 
Novembre.^' Froissart relates, that about July 1357, the captive 
king and his suite were established at Windsor, and had liberty to 
hunt and take his pleasure there. The period of his residence at 
Windsor is not known. In 1395 the King was imprisoned in Hert- 
ford Castle, and removed thence to Somerton, Lincolnshire. See 
the observations by M. Douet-d'Arcq, in his notes on the Boll of 
Expenses of King John, Comptes de VArgenterie desRois de France, 
f. 279. —Mr. P. (yCaUaghan. 

Three documents: — ^The duplicate copy of a grant by Henry VIII, 
of the manors of Kingston and Wyke, Sussex, late part of the pos- 
session of Tewksbury Abbey, to Robert Palmer, merchant of London. 
Dated 20 Oct. 32 Henry VIII (1540).— Probate of the will of Allan 
Wyatt, of Houghton, Sussex, yeoman, Jan. 6, 1593. — The Earl of 
Arundel and Surrey to Richard Evelyn, Esq. : — '' Defeazance of a 
bargain and sale inrolled in Cane, of the moiety of the manors of 
Meeching and Brighthelmstone in Sussex.'^ 15 Dec. 24 Car. I, 



336 ARCHiEOLOOICAL INSTITUTE 

1648. Signed by the Earl^ Sir Richard Ondow^ and Sir William 
Playters.— Jfr. H. W. Freeland. 

The will of Sir David Owen^ natural son of Owen Tndor^ who 
married Queen Catherine^ the widow of Henry Y. A parchment 
roll of four sheets and a half^ signed on each slieet by the testator, 
and dated 20 Feb. 1529. There are numerous intei*]ineations and 
erasures^ and it appears to have been superseded by a will of later 
date (proved 13 May^ 1542), of which a copy exists at Doctors' 
Commons. Sir David married the heiress of Cowdray^ Mary, 
daughter and coheiress of Sir John Bohun, of Midhurst, and dwelt 
long in Sussex. His tomb and effigy exist in Easebome Church. 
Sussex Arch. ColL vol. VII, p. 22, where this will is published at 
length. — Book of Orders and Rules established by Anthony, second 
Viscount Montague of Cowdray, for the better direction and govern- 
ance of his household, with the duties of his officers and servants. 
Dated 1695. This remarkable illustration of domestic manners in 
old times has been edited by Sir Sibbald D. Scott, Bart., for the 
Sussex Arch. CoU, vol. YII, p. 272. These valuable documents 
were probably saved from the fire at Cowdray, 26 Sept. 1793. — 
Mr, Alexander Brown, Easebome Priory. 

Two parish registers, being those of Hayling Northwood, in the 
Island of Hayling, Hants; one of the volumes comprises the period 
fit)m 1571 to 1649, the other from 1653 to 1723.— The Rev. Charles 
Hardy, Vicar of Hayling. 

Original application, signed by Charles I, addressed to William 
Knight, of Streete, Hampshire, demanding subsidy money to the 
amount of £20 by way of loan, " or the value thereof in plate, 
toucht plate at five shillings, untoucht plate at foure shillings 
foure pence, per ounce.'' Oiven at the Court at Oxford, 14 Feb. 
1643, by the advice of the members of both Houses assembled at 
Oxford. — The Hampshire Museum, Winchester. 

Blank commission from Prince Charles, as Captain-Greneral of 
the Forces, to levy a regiment of foot in Sussex, nominating the 
bearer Colonel of the same ; dated 24th Charles I, the last of his 
reign. It bears the autograph of the Prince. — 7%« Earl of Sheffield. 

County Boll or Register of the Gentry and Magistrates of Sussex 
who took the oath of allegiance to the House of Hanover on the 
accession of George II, in 1427. It is remarkable that some per- 
sons of note in the county make their cross marks, at the side of 
which the names are recorded. — Sir Sibbald D. Scott, Bart. 
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Arabic MS. the Life of Mahomet^ a MS. written at Medina^ 
and '^Makamat el Haririj'^ the Koran^ a fine specimen of Russian 
typography; the Confession of Angsborgh^ 1549^ with notes in the 
handwriting of Melancthon^ and a woodcut portrait of Frederic of 
Saxony; Luther's Translation of the New Testament^ printed in his 
lifetime by Hans Lufit at Wittenberg; also a volume of fac- 
similes of autographs of the Reformers. — Mr, H. fF. Preeland. 

Sepulchral Brasses, Pavement Tiles, Architectural Ornaments. 

Collection of rubbings from sepulchral brasses (efSgies) existing 
in Hampshire. The memorials of this kind in that county are 
comparatively little known^ and have been carefully collect^ by 
Mr. B. Ubsdell^ of Portsmouth^ who has also met with many inscrip- 
tions on metal, without effigies. Baubin Brocas, and his sister 
Margaret, date about 1325, Sherboum. — Two male effigies, date 
about 1325, King's Somboume. — John de Campeden, 1382, St. 
Cross, Winchester; also a priest, unknown, and Thomas Lawne, 
1518. — ^Thomas Ailward, 1413, Havant. — Bobert Warham and 
Elizabeth his wife, 1487, Church Oakley; the parents of Arch- 
bishop Warham. — ^Bernard Brocas, 1483 ; Sir John Brocas, 1492, 
Sherboum. — A gentleman and his wife, date about 1470 ; an effigy 
in armour, with six children, 1500; a female figure with eight 
children ; an effigy in dvil costume, t. Hen. YIII ; and Margaretta 
Pye, 1636, a corpse shrouded, Odiham. — Bichard Carter and his 
wife Alys, 1529, Bramley. — John White, Esq., in armour, 1548, and 
Eateryne his wife, 1567, Southwick. — A female effigy, with three 
children, Alton. — BaJSe Smalpage, 1558, Warblington. — Mr, R, H, 
a Ubsdell, 

Bubbing from a sepidchral slab in Playden Church, near Bye, 
Sussex. The casks, with the crossed mash-stick and fork which 
appear upon it, indicate that it is the memorial of a brewer; and 
the inscription in Flemish has been read thus, — |^i(t ifit fl0J3prEb0 
Cornell ZoctmantWS fitllt boer Ire Jiele; i.e., "Here is interred 
Cornelius Zoctmann, pray for the soul.'' The same formula request- 
ing prayers for the dead occurs on tombs at Bruges and other Bel- 
gian towns. Date, fifteenth century. Mr. Nesbitt brought before 
the Archaeological Institute, in 1850, this and another Flemish slab 
in AU Saints' Church, Hastings, and observed that the material is 
a hard blue-grey marble, not the common Sussex marble, but the 
carboniferous limestone of the hills near Liege, and of the banks of 

YIII. 48 
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tbe Mease. This evidence of importatdon of sepnlchrsl slabs from 
Flanders deserves notice. {Arch. Journal, toI. vii, p. 189.) — Mr. 
Mark Antony Lower, F.S.A. 

Rubbing in cdonis firom the brass of Richard Wantele, near the 
east end of the sonth aisle in Amberley Chnrch, Sussex. He died 
in 1424. The arms on the tabard — Fi^f, three lions laces ^ry., have 
been described as enamelled, bat the colonr appears to be some hard 
paste, not vitrified. Engraved 1^ Stothardj Monum. Effigia, p. 88. 
—The Rev. G. A. Clarkson. 

Three decorative pavement tiles, examples of French nuurafiictnre, 
early in the sixteenth century, and snpposed to have been made at 
Neufchfitel, in Normandy. They occur frequently at Bonen and 
other parts of that province, bnt are very rare in England. The 
designs are impressed on the clay, which is very compact and vrell 
burnt; a bright transparent coloured glaze, of which numerous 
varieties occur in France, was laid over the work, and, the colour 
appearing more full and dark in the hollows, shows the dengn veiy 
effectively. These tiles are of Reaai»»ance character; they were 
found on the site of an old mansion at Eeymer, in the parish of 
Maresfield, Sussex. (Presented to the British Museum.)— 7%e Bev. 
E. Turner. 

Decorative pavement tile, of the same French manufacture. It 
had formed part of the pavement near the altar in Hnrst Fierp(»nt 
Chnrch. — 7^e See. Carey Borrer, 

Inscribed pavement tile, the design in slight relief, found in the 
Church of Beachamwell, Norfolk. Probably manufactured at Baw> 
sey, near Lynn. It bears the inscription, -|- Orate pro anima m. 
Nich'i de Stowe, vicarii. Nicholas de Stowe was vicar of Snettisham, 
Norfolk, in 1350, and it is probable that the tiles were originally 

i fabricated to form a memorial in the pavement 
of the chnrch where he was interred. Similar 
tiles have been found at North Creake, Stanboe, 
and Caatle Acre. See a notice by the Rev. J. 
Lee Warner, Norfolk Arch. vol. i, page 873. — 
Mr. A. W. Franks. 
Ten decorative pavement tiles, from Sale- 
hurst Church, Sussex. Date, fourteenth century. Amongst the 
designs are a fleur de lys, the Christian emblem of a fish, the fox 
and goose, also some heraldic bearings, a cheeky coat (Warren ?), and 
a tile of daborate work charged with four escutcheons — 1, Cheeky; 
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2, Fretty, probably tbe coat of Etcbingham ; 3, three bars, in 
chief three BBCallope (Bayous ?), a coat which occurs with Uiose of 
Etcbingham and Colepeper on tbe west porch of Salehtiret Cboicb, 
and amongst tbe remains of Robertsbridge Abbey, in that parish; 
4, three chevrons, Lewluior. — The Bev. J. G, Wrench, LL.D., Vicar 
of Salehurai, 

A decxiratiTe brick, probably of Flemish mann&cttue, with the 
head of the Emperor Charles V in profile, moulded in h^:h relief; 
it was found in 1809, with several others, in polling down the party 
wall of some old houses in Tower Street, London. See a notice of 
anotbo: piece of moulded terra-cotta, with the head of Charles Y, 
found in London, Arch, Joum. vol. xi, p. 286. — Mr. T. Hart, Eeigate. 

Casts from decoratiTe brickwork at Laughton Place, Sussex, re- 
built by Sir William Felham in 15S4. An account of this curisns 
mansion is given, Sussex Arch, Coll. vol. VII, p. 228. A complete 
model of one of the windows was exhibited, and a cast from a block 
of glazed brick, bearing tbe Felham badge of the buckle and the date 
of the building. — Mr, Blaauw. 
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The collections which have been described were^ by the kind 
permission of the Council of the Chichester Philosophical Society 
and Mechanics' Institute^ arranged in their great Meeting Boom^ 
at the Museum in South Street. An extensive collection of rub- 
bings from sepulchral brasses and incised sUbi existing in Germany, 
Poland^ France^ and Belgium^ the result of the indefatigable research 
of Mr. Alexander Nesbitt^ having been kindly brought for exhibi- 
tion^ for which^ owing to their large dimensions^ space was inade- 
quate, a supplementary Museum was formed, by permission of the 
Mayor and Corporation, at the Ghiildhall in the Priory Park, the 
ancient Chapel of the Grey Friars, founded in the reign of Hen. Ill, 
near the North Gate. In this building these interesting foreign 
brasses, of which the entire series had never before been exhibited^ 
were arranged by Mr. Nesbitt, according to the following chrono- 
logical list. 

Sepulchral Brasses and Incised Slabs existing on the Continent, 

Bamberg y in Bavaria; Cathedral. — Otho, Bishop of Bamberg, 06. 

1192. Incised slab with an effigy, described Arch. Joum. vol. ix, 

p. 190. 
Laon, in France; Temple Church. — A chaplain of the order of the 

Temple, ob. 1268. Incised slab, a cross flory without an effigy. 

Described Arch. Joum. vol. ix, p. 883. 
St. Quentin, in France ; Collegiate Church. — Dame Mehuis Patre- 

iote, ob. 1272. Incised slab with effigy. Described Arch. Joum. 

vol. ix, p. 388. 
Lubeck, North Germany; Cathedral. — Burkhard, Bishop of Liibeck, 

ob. 1317. Brass plart;e, on which is represented also Bishop 

Johannes de Mul, ob. 1350. Described Arch. Joum. vol. ix, 

p. 294. A representation of this rich memorial of two prelates 

of the see of Liibeck is given by Dr. Deecke in his Denkmalen 

der bildende KUnste in LUbeck, with engravings also of portions, 

full size. 
Meaux, in France; Cathedral. — Jehan Rose, citizen of Meaux, 

ob. 1328, and his wife, ob. 1367. Described and figured Arch. 

Joum. vol. ix, p. 384. Incised slab, the effigies of white stone 

or alabaster inlaid on a dark-coloured stone. 
Schwerin, in North Germany ; Cathedral. — Ludolph von Bulow, 

Bishop of Schwerin, ob. 1339. Brass. 
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Paderbom, in Frussiaii Westphalia; Cathedral. — Bemhard von 

Lippe^ Bishop of Faderbom^ ob, 1340. Described Arch. Joum. 

vol. ix^ p. 201. Brass. 
Schwerin; Cathedral. — Heinrich von Bulow^ Bishop of Schwerin^ 

ob. 1347. Brass. 
Lubeck; Cathedral. — Henry Bockholt, Bishop of Liibeck^ ob. 1347. 

Arch. Joum. vol. ix, p. 202. Brass. 
Lubeck ; Cathedral. Johannes de Miil^ Bishop of Liibeck^ ob. 1350. 

(See the acconnt of the brass of Bishop Burkhard^ ob. 1317^ 

9upra.) 
Lubeck; St, Marjr^s. — ^A burgher of Lubeck, ob. circa 1350. No 

inscription. Brass. Arch. Joum. vol. ix, p. 296. 
Paderbom; Cathedral. — Henry Spiegel v, Dessenberg, Bishop of 

Faderbom, ob. 1380. Arch. Joum. vol. ix, p. 202. Brass. 
Paderbom ; Cathedral. — Robert or Rupert, son of Robert William, 

Duke of Jiilich and Bei^, Bishop of Paderbom, ob. 1394. Arch. 

Joum. vol. ix, p. 202. Brass. 
Bamberg ; Cathedral. — Lambert von Brunn, Bishop of Bamberg, 

ob. 1399. Figured Arch. Joum. vol. ix, p. 204. Brass, half- 
length efiSgy. 
Gadebusch, Mecklenburg. — Helena of Brunswick, second wife (in 

1396) of Albert, Duke of Mecklenbui^ and King of Sweden, 

ob. circa 1400. Arch. Joum. vol. ix, p. 204. Brass. 
Po»en, Prussian Folandj Cathedral. — A canon of Fosen, date earlier 

half of the fifteenth century. Arch. Joum. vol. x, p. 252. Brass. 
Bruges, Belgium ; Cathedral. — Maertin heere van der Kapelle, ob. 

1442. Arch. Joum. vol. vii, p. 189. Brass, effigy in armour. 
BrealaUf Frussia; Cathedral. — Peter of Nowagh, Bishop of Breslau, 

ob. 1456. Arch. Joum. vol. xi, p. 170. Brass, partly in very low 

relief. 
Lubeck, St. Katharine's Church. — John Luneborch, burgomaster, 

ob. 1461, commemorating also another person of the same name, 

who died in 1474. One effigy only. Arch. Joum- vol. x, p. 169. 

Brass. 
Bamberg, Cathedral. — George, Count of Lowenstein, canon of Bam- 
berg, ob. 1464. Arch. Joum. vol. x, p. 168. Brass. 
Meissen, Saxony; Cathedral. — Frederick the Quiet, Duke of Saxony, 

ob. 1464. Arch. Joum. vol. x, p. 168. Brass. 
Naumburg, Saxony ; Cathedral. — Theoderic von Buckensfort, Bishop 

of Naumburg, ob. 1466. Arch. Joum. vol.x, p. 169. Brass. 
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Bamberg ; Cathedral. — A person probably of the family of Schenk 

von Limburg, and canon of Bamberg, ob. circa 1470. Figured 

Arch. Joum, vol. x, p. 168. Brass. 
Cracow ; Poland ; Dominicans' Church. — John Ko?ilenaky, dofifer 

of the Palatinate of Cracow, 6b. 1471. Figured Arch. Jowm, 

vol, ix, p. 113. Incised slab. 
Posen ; Cathedral. — Lucas de Gk>rta, Palatine of Poeen, ob. 1475. 

Arch. Joum. vol. x, p. 249. Figured in Count Baczynski's Wspom- 

nienia Wielkqpobki. Brass, effigy in armour. 
Posen; Cathedral. — Andrew Bninski, Bishop of Poeen, ob. 1479. 

Arch. Joum. vol. x, p. 250. Brass. 
Gnesen, Prussian Poland; Cathedral. — James Sienienski, Archbishop 

of Gnesen, Primate of Poland, ob. 1480. Arch. Journal, voL x^ 

p. 251. Brass. 
Breslau; Cathedral. — Rudolph, Bishop of Breslau, ob. 1482. Arch. 

Joum. vol. xi, p. 173. Brass, in very low relief. 
Posen; Cathedral. — ^Vrielis de Gorka, Bishop of Posen, ob. 1498. 

Arch^ Joum. vol. x, p. 252. Brass. 
CortevUle, Belgium (actually in the Museum of Economic G^ogy 

in London). — Lodewyc Corteville, ob. 1504, and his wife. Brass. 
Cracow; Cathedral. — Frederick, sixth son of Casimir IV, King of 

Poland, Cardinal Archbishop of Gnesen and Bishop of Cracow, 
ob. 1503. Memorial placed in 1510 by his brother Sigismund, 

King of Poland. Arch. Joum. vol. xi, p. 174. Brass. 
Erfurt; Cathedral. — Johan von Heringen, canon of ErAirt, ob. 

1505. Arch^ Joum. vol. xi, p. 170. Brass. 
Meissen; Cathedral. — Zdena (Sidonia), daughter of Geoige of Po- 

diebrad. King of Bohemia, and wife of Albert, Duke of Saxony, 

ob. 1510. Arch. Joum. vol. xi, p. 290. Brass. 
Bruges, Belgium. — J. de Lierkerke, ob. 1518, and his wife. Brass. 
Loon, France; Cathedral. — Philippe InfAuns, canon of Laon, ob. 

1522. Arch. Joum. vol. ix, p. 384. Brass. 
Laon ; Temple Church. — Pierre Spifame, Knight of the order of St. 

John. One of the knights present at Rhodes in 1522 is so named. 

Figured Arch. Joum. vol. ix, p. 114. Incised slab ; a cross, hands 

issuing from clouds are crossed over it. 
Meissen; Cathedral. — Frederick, Duke of Saxony, oft. 1539. Brass. 
Liibeck; Cathedral. — John Tydeman, Bishop of Liibeck, ob. 1561. 

Arch. Joum. vol. xi, p. 291 . Brass. 
Liibeck; Marien-kirche. — Gotthard v. Hoveln, ob. 1571. Brass. 



MUSEUM AT CHICHESTBB. 1853. S48 

Mr. Nesbitt exhibited vith tbese foreign memorials a nibbing 
from tbe Bepnlchrel efBgy incised or impressed on three hirge glazed 
tiles, in Lijigfield Church, Surrey. Arch, Joam. vol. vi, p. 177. 
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Date^ early sixteenth century. Each tile measures fifteen inches 
square. The accompanying woodcut represents this curious sepul- 
chral memorial^ which is of rude design; nothing of the same 
description appears hitherto to have been found in England. 

A rubbing from a sepulchral slab of cast iron at Crowhurst^ 
Surrey^ a shrouded figure qf Anne Forster (in orig. L for F)^ and 
small figures of her two sons and two daughters. The inscription 
records that she was daughter and heiress of Thomas Graynesford, 
and died in 1591. A casting from the same mould (figures^ in- 
scription^ &c.) occurs on an iron chimney-back at Baynards^ 
Ewhurst^ with the royal arms^ and date 1593 ; and it is stated that 
others existed in the neighbourhood. Manning and Bray^ Hist, 
of Surrey, vol. ii^ p. 369. Crowhurst adjoins the boundaries of 
Sussex. See Mr. M, A. Lower's notices of Sussex iron-works^ and 
of sepulchral slabs of cast iron^ Sussex ArclueoL Coll. vol. II, 
p. 199. 

Mr. Nesbitt exhibited also three rubbings from the embroidered 
altar-cloth in St. Mary's zur Wiese, at Soest in Westphalia. Date 
circa 1350. Arch. Joum. vol. ix, p. 188. 
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Abrmoi8,WIlliBmde,160,n.l8s Cecilia, 
166. 

Aooountfl, ATinnal, xi, xiL 

-ffiUa, 177. 

AUdno, Prior of Duzeford, 60. 

Alard family, 164, n. 24 ; chantry, 212, 
218, 214. 

Amabyr, 272. 

AnningtoD, 273. 

Arms of Scraso, 1, 7; Wybarne^ 24; 
Hoese, 46 ; Hoo, 106, 109, 122, 126, 
127 s Felham, 172; Oxenbridge, 216, 
218; FieneB, Bacre, 222; Londeneys, 
232 s Ifield, 268 ; Lintott, 276, 276. 



B, 



Bayham Abbey, 72, 81. 

Bear, Dr. John, 268, 269. 

Beckett, Thomas k, 162. 

Biohchandoune^ 184. 

Blatchington church in ruina, 4^ 18. 

Bohun of Midhunt, 64^ 96. 

Bokkyng, 274. 

Borough Bngliflh, 272. 

Borstal, 187, 188, 274. 

Bosham, 189—200; monastery, 189, 190 ; 
Harold, 190; visitation by Bishop of 
Exeter, 191, 192 ; ohapelnr, 192 ; pre- 
bends, 193, 194; lease of estates, 196 
—197 ; documents, 198, 199, 200. 

Boss on Hoo tomb, 129; at Bobertsbridge, 
141, 146, 176. 

Braose, of Sedfl;ewick, 36, 86 ; grants to 
DurefordAbbey,66,66; ofChesworth, 
97, 108 ; tomb of Thomas, 99 ; George, 
100; pedigree, 102, 103. 

Brede, 218, 217, 218, 222. 

Broadwater, 38. 

Bromhill, 149, 162, 161. 

Bronxe celt, spear, arrow-head, 268. 

Bristhehnestone, 68, 268. 
VIII. 



** Brydepaist,'* past, pastes P^sse, frose 
paast, 137—140. 

Bulleyn, Sir Qeoffiy, 118 ; Sir William, 
127. 

Buncton, 184, 186, 186. 

Buriton, 79. 

Burton, Dr. John's, IterSussexiense, 260 
— 266 ; his works, 261 ; journey from 
Oxford to Stone Street, 264 ; Horsham, 
266 ; Shermanbury, 266 ; Sussex man- 
ners, food, 266 ; dialect and singing, 
267 ; long legs, 268 ; cattle and swine, 
269; squires, 260; journey in cart, 
260 ; clergy, 261 ; Lewes races, iron- 
foundry, castle, 261, 262, 263 ; Brigh- 
ton, 263 ; Shorehsm, 264 ; Danny, 266. 

Bylegh, 43-87. 



C. 



Camoys, Thomas Lord, 110 ; Balph de, 

168. 
Candles, Paris, 74; suet, 76. 
Oassati, 178, 179. 
Ceadwealla, 178,179. 
Gealtborgsteal, 184, 187. 
Chapters of Fremonstratensian Order, 89, 

90. 
Chaucer, 188, 208. 
Chesworth, 36, 37 ; search at, 37 ; arrest 

of Duke of Norfolk at, 37, 97, 98, 101. 
Chrismatory, 137. 
Cokesley, 101. 
Companage, 74, n. 36, 164. 
Corhampton church, 246. 
Corrodiee, 74, 76. 
CoTCrfeus, 204, n. 8. 
Crevequer, Bobert de, 160, n. 13. 
Curtinghope, 164. 



Danny, 266. 
Diffimtio, 90. 
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DnoBtalf John, 270. 

Pureford Abbe/, 41^96 ; order of "Pre- 
monstrc, 42 ; Henry de Hoese the 
founder's family, 44—49 ; founded be- 
fore 1162, 49; Prior Aildrie, Abbot 
Bobert, 50 ; mnts by Hoesee, 52, 56 ; 
architecturalfragments, 54, 55; Abbot 
William, 57 ; Abbot Valentine, 58, 59, 
60; Lazar House, 58, 59; tiles with 
ooats of arms, 61 ; Abbot John, 62, 65, 
66 ; valuation in 1292, 69, 70 ; Abbot 
Osbert, 70 ; dispute with Fremonstre, 
71,72,73; oorrodies granted, 74, 75, 82; 
Abbot John, 74 ; Abbot Thomas, 76 ; 
plundered and burnt, 78; taxed for 
Slack Prinoe's knighthood, 78 ; Abbot 
John atte Re, 78 ; John Ultinge, 80 ; 
Abbot Nicholas Baldekyng, 80 ; bells 
struck by lightning, 80 ; Abbot Sir John 
Ultynff, 80 ; Abbot Walter, 82 ; elec- 
tion of abbots, 82, 83, 84, 85 ; Abbot's 
seal, 88, 85; Bobert Kyppyng, 86; 
Bobert York, 86: his benediction by 
the bishop, 88, 89 ; circuit of visitation, 
91; supremacy of Fremonstre abolished, 
92; Abbot Sympson's ombezzlement,92; 
Tir pie memorie, 94, 96 ; list of abbots, 
96. 

E. 

Baldwin grant by, 184, 185. 

Echingham, 161, n. 46; arms, 222, 228. 

Election of abbots, 82—85 ; causes vitia- 
ting, 86. 

Eu, Alicia Oountess of, 147 ; Earl Henry, 
148 ; Earl John, 149 ; Earl Balph, 149, 
150 ; Countess Alicia, 149. 

Evectiones, 73, 91. 

Exeter, Visitation of Bosham by Bishop 
of, 191, 193, 198, 199, 200. 



F. 

Famfold, 132, 137, 140. 
Ferdyng brede, 206, n. 11. 
Ferring, 184, 185, 187. 
Font of Worth church, 244. 
Forde Place, Brede, 222. 

Gt. 

OaffO, Sir John, 108; Jamee, 122 ; Wil- 
liam, 127 ; Sir William's coach, 267. 
Gkmes, unlawful, 205. 
Gersuma, 56, 65. 

Gloucester, grants by Earls of, 55, 60. 
Oodstedele, 274. 
Greville, alias Cokesey, 36, 101 



H. 

Halden, 169, n. 63. 

Heretogas of South Saxons ; Ealdulf, 178; 
Nothhelm, Nunna, Wathus, Osmund, 
Brodda, Berhtwald, Eadbald, Esne, 
Aldwlf, ^tbelbert, 08lac,£ald£rid, 180, 
181, 182, 183. 

Herstmonoeaux family, 152. 

Herting, 49 ; cheese belonging to, 52, 68, 
64,66. 

Hoese family, 44 — 49; grants to Dure- 
ford Abbey, 49, 60, 56, 57, 66 ; arms 
on tiles, 61 ; Walter, 77 ; Nicholas, 83. 

Hoo family, 97, 104—131 ; Sir Thomas, 
105 ; Sir William, his seal, 106 ; Tho- 
mas, 109, 110; Thomas, Lord Hoo, 
Ohancellor of France, 110—118 ; hia 
win, 119—121; arms, 122; Thomas, 
122 ; seal, 126 ; tomb, 128, 129 ; pedi- 
gree, 130. 

Horsham, tombs at, 100 ; town, 253. 

Hothly, pillar piscina at, 272. 

Household books, 278. 

Howselyng towell, 137, n. 12. 

I. 

Ifield monuments, 267. 
Iron forge, 169. 

J. 

Jooelin, warder of Arundel, 51. 

E. 

Eyng-play, 133, n. 4. 
Eyng-ale, 134, n. 7 ; 136, n. 8. 
Kyppyng, Bobert, 84, 86. 



L. 



liangton, Bishop of Chichester, 191, 192, 

200. 
Lazar House in Herting, 68, 59. 
Lewes Priory, ix ; races and town, 261. 
Lewknor, 127. 
Lichgate, 238. 

Lights in Ste3rning church, 134, n. 6, 135. 
Ldntott, ix, 10 ; ftmily, arms, name, 275 ; 

Bernard, the bookseller, 276, 277. 
Lunsford fiimily, grants of, 151, 162. 

If. 

Malitote, 202, n. 6. 
Mailing CoUego Seal, 270. 
Manentes, 180. 
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Manual obedience, 84. 

Mapledurham, 60, 62, 63, 66, 67, 68. 

Marl at Selaey, 269. 

Miohe, 74, n. 36, 76. 

Montford, Simon de, 60. 

Monumental Blab at Dureford, 94, 96 j at 

Bobertsbridge, 172. 
Mortilogium, 81, n. 46. 



N. 



Norton, Bell, 267. 
Kun'B well, 40. 
Nutstede, 66. 



O. 



Ordinances of Winchelsea, 202, 203, 204, 

206. 
Ou5e, ancient mouth of riyer, 273. 
Oxenbridge f&mil/, 213—233 ; at Beckly, 

214 ; at Winchelsea, 216 ; Bobert, 215 ; 

Thomas, 217 ; Adam, 218 ; Sir God- 

dard, 219; Thomas, .222; Elizabeth, 

224 ; Sir Bobert, 226 ; Sir Bobert, 228 ; 

his funeral, 229, n. 68; pedigree, 230, 

231, 232. 

P. 

Parr, Queen Katherme, 224, 226. 

Pedigrees— Scrase, 14, 15, 16, 16», 16* ; 
Wybame, 22; Hussey, 44; Braose, 
102; Hoo, 130, 131 ; Oxenbridge, 230, 
231, 232. 

Pelham, Harberd, 209 ; family, 261. 

Pellett, 132, 133, 136. 

Pembroke, Mary Ck>unte8S, 168. 

Pembury, Wybames of, 21. 

Perci, I.' de, 67. 

Piscina at E. Hothly, ix, 272. 

Plan of Sedgewick Castle, 39 ; of Boberts- 
bridge Abbey, 147 j of Worth church, 
241. 

Plectris, 166. 

Porchester, lead taken from, 67. 

Port, John de, 52. 

Possingworth, 162. 

Premonstre, 42 ; its monasteries in Eng- 
land, 43, 44, 90; dispute with the 
English abbeys of its order, 71, 72, 73 ; 
seals, 72 ; taxes, 81 ; chapters of the 
order, 89, 90; supremacy abolished, 
91, 92. 



B. 



Bichard Bedman, Abbot and Bishop, 81, 
86, 87 ; liis eighteen questions on yisi- 
tation, 87, 89. 

Bidder, for rother, 206, n. 10. 



Bobertsbridge Abbey, 141—176 ; Bobert 
de S. Martin, 142 ; scab, 143 ; crypt, 
146 ; cloister, 146 ; plan, 147 ; chapel, 
148, 153 ; bene&ctors ; Counts of £u, 
147—150; Lunsford, 161, 152; Herst- 
monceaux, 162, 153; Sootnl, 163; 
Alard, 154 ; seed of Alured de St. Mar- 
tin, 156 ; lawsuits, 167, 158 ; riot, 159 ; 
book belonging to, 159 ; exactions, 160; 
Echingham, 161; receipts, 162, 163; 
expenses for three months, 164, 166, 
166 ; refectory, 164 ; recess in, 166 ; 
rental, 167 ; list of abbots, 170 ; abbot's 
seal, 171 ; monumental remains, 171, 
172 ; royal visits, 178. 

Bogate church, 66, 67, 94 ; manor, 64. 

Boman, road, 254 ; coins, x, 277. 

Bush-stick, 76. 

Busper, enamelled cup, brooch, &c., x. 

S. 

St. Clere, 108, 127. 

St. L^r, Thomas, Qeffirey, 160 ; William 
de Sokenerse, 151. 

St. Martin, Bobert, Alured, 142, 147, 148, 
160,152; Geffry, 147. 

St. Omer, 109, 121. 

Savage family, 33, 34. 

Scotney, 163. 

Scrase, family of, 1 — 16 ; brass at Preston, 
3; Blatchington church and manor- 
house, 6, 13 ; grant of crest in 1616, 
motto, 7; will of John Scrase, 8; monu- 
ments at St. Botolph's, 10; at Brighton, 
11 ; quakers, 11 ; pedigree of Scrase of 
Blatchington, 14, 15 ; of Withdean, 16, 
15» ; of Pyecombe, 16». 

Seals, of Premonstre, 72, n. 27 ; of abbots, 
83, 85 ; of Sir W. de Hoo, 106, 109 ; 
Thomas Hoo, 126; Bobertsbridge Ab- 
bey, 143 ; Alured de St. Martin, 156; 
Abbot of Bobertsbridge, 171 ; South 
Mailing College, 270. 

Sedgewick castle, 31 — 40 ; hunting seats 
at Verdly, Knepp, Vetchery, Sfares- 
field ; Savages, loras of Broadwater, 38 ; 
Braoses, 85, 86; Chesworth, 86, 37; 
park, 38; ground plan, 39; herring- 
bone masonry, 40, 185. 

Selden, lineage of John, 271. 

SeLsc^, 178, 180, 181, 183; marl, 269. 

Shipley reliquary, x. 

Shoreham, bribei^ at, 264. 

Sidney, 142, 168. 

Some, 203, n. 7. 

South Saxon chie&, dMx-reX'heretaga^ 179. 

Stanton Lacy chun^ 246. 

Steyning churchwardens' accounts, 182 — 
140. 
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StonB Stn0t| 252. 

Stomneton, ooins found at^ 277. 

Streat f laoe, 269. 

StygfTophis, 165, n. 51. 

Subsidy roll, 273, 274 ; BoVkyng, Wyle- 

onmbe, Borstal], Ghodstedele^ Loofeld ; 

Sattoji, 156. 



T. 



Tenure by half-a-poond of inoense, 51 ; by 
a pair of gilt shoes, 58, 63 ; by a pound 
of wax, 58 ; one pound of pepper, and 
a pair of white glores, 60 ; a wax candle, 
60; a rose in June, 64 s by a goshawk, 
66. 

Thalamus, 56. 

Tioehurst, Wybame brass found at, ix, 
17; panrise, 27; stained glass, 29; 
monuments, 30. 

Tichfield Abbey, 81, 83. 

TOee found at Dureford Abbey, 61; at 
Bobertsbridge Abbey, 173. 

Tributarii, 179, 180. 

Tuppin family, 6, n. 8. 

Oywhitt, Lady BUxabeth, her Book of 
Prayers, 224, 225 ; hymn, 225. 



W. 

Welbeck, Abbot of; 87, 89, 91. 
Wenham, private chapel at, 62. 
Westons, Joseph and Qeorge,hanged, 238. 
Wilfrid, 178, 179, 189. 
Wills of John Scrase, 8 ; Agnes Wybame, 

23; Thomas Lord Hoo, 119; Ozan- 

bridge^ pasrim, 216—228. 



Winchelsea, notices a( 201 — 234 ; ordi* 
nances, t. Hen. VI, 202—205 ; procla- 
mation, 205, 206 ; jury, 206 ; shipping 
207, 208, 210, 211 ; gallows-field, 207, 
HarberdFelham,209; decay, 208, 211 ; 
Alard chantry, 212, 213; Oxenbridge 
fiunily, 213—233; Westons executed, 
233 ; mayors, members, bailiffs, 234. 

Worth church, ix, 235—249 ; not men- 
tioned in Domesday, 236 ; free warren 
exendsed by Earis De Warenne, 236, 
237; lichgate, 238; church described, 
238 ; pilasters on steps, 239 ; dofarwajB^ 
240; chancel arch, 241 ; transepts, 242 ; 
windows, 243; font, 244; compared 
with Corhampton and Stanton Lacy, 
246; Dunham, 248; probable date^ 
249. 

Worthing museum, xi. 

Wjrbame, John, brass of, ix, 17 — 30; 
mscription, 18; costume, 18; similar 
to that of W. De Schingham ; his pa- 
rentage, 21, 22, 23; pedigree and 
&mily, 22—26, 223, 2Sn$ panrise of 
Tioehurst (diuich, 27. 



V. 



Valettus ad coronam, 3. 
Yuitations, questions at, 87. 
Yerdly Castle, 82. 
Yeten Fonte, Chapel de, 273. 



Y. 



Yssodun, Balph de, 149, 150. 



Tvcxxi Aim CO., rannruti, mxi's riAOB, oxioxd snnr. 




